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lSli JOl"HX .\L OF BILJLIC.\L L ITE H.\Tl"HE 

HEB. TALJ'f.'OT. SIEGE-Tff\YER S 

In my Book of Canticles ( Chicago, 1902 ) p. GS (== AJSL 
19. J-1 ) l ha m explaine<l talpi£r){, Cant. 4:-! as a d crirnti\·c of 
the stem l({f1( == Assyr. lapll or labil.. to smTonnct enclose (cf. 
UB 1

'' ssoa.s29a an d K onig's 1l'ortcrb11 ch. p. 5-13°) . \Ye haYe 
the same root in th e post-Bilili eal lipp /f , to enwlop , Arab. ltijj"a, 
l if1lfalz , en Ye lope = Syr. Ufclfu <] t·- 'iyuc/tf ,( , a I so in Arab. 
tuhlfj'a ' a, lcl~rnfa . cl l~rnfa. • cllii ( d. !JBL :3-1, 18:3 ) and in lclbisa, 
to wrap, l'lothe oneself. 

This rare \YOrd talpi£6t or talpl 'ot (ZAT 3-1. 1:3-1, b elow ) must 
be restoreL1 a lso in Lam. :) : 5 wh er e rus 11-tc-:la 'cl is a eorrnption 
of nlse talp l'ut ( ,iN!:l~tl ) tops (cf. Ge11. 11: 4 ; KB 3. 2: p. 52, 
1. :30 ) of turrets. ·i. ·e. wh eL,led wooden tu rrets employed in 
approath es to a fortlfieLl place (EB 11 10. GSOa, belo\Y ) . \\'"e must 
render: Ile b11ilt agai11 st m e a11d beset we with tops of tur
rets . On 1\ ss~Tinn reli efs the tops of these turrets are manned 
with bowmen ( s<"e the illustrations 011 p. 10:2 of the translation of 
E u kid in the P olyehrorn e Bible ) . 

\Ye c-an hardly assnme that n)s de notes th e lwad of the bat
tering-ram these t nnets '"er e ar111 0(l with. At any rate the 
Assyrian batt<,ring-bl,ams lrnLl no ralll 's head (see E zekiel. SBOT. 
-17 . -17: EB -1609 ) . Xor call nj.s in I.Jam. :1: ;J Llenote head1rn rk 
( .JBL %. 80 J alt h on gh it h as that ml'aning in Y. J 9. For mfrlt(l-i 
before la' 111/ uo-r6s. '.rnrm\Yoocl and poppy. we must r ead mfrorl, 
rn;· hittt>rness. \\~ e firnl th e same r·orrnption in 1: I wher e 
tt-111tr(ujfl11/ ( for 11-m{rr)r(lu( ) lS a Sl0 l'ibal expansion "based 011 

:; : 19 (s1"e ahore. p . l GI . n. -lG ,1 . /.'.~i :3n. 91 I lrn,·e slimrn that 
(ipp cl ~1 in La111. ~: :2:2 l'onespornls t o the Ass~T. f11pp u. to nurse, 
to r t>a r. bring 11p. <r l't'mlers: laf(fit. I s'rnth cLl. s 'raddlecl . 

The singular of talpi~o! wonhl be tulplt \YhiL·l1 ma~· he regarded 
as an infinitiw Piel (Cant. -lO. n. §). There is 110 T if' el in OT 
(.JB L ::-±. 7 ~ ) . Th e JE·imary c·o1111otation is hrm111i11u in, beset
ting. C'an1. -! : -l. ll. t-111ir](lcll Do~rl<] ~-·at1 ua r[b·. br111 fti lt-ta lplfot 1 

1 The LXX re111ler~: 0 i/;KOOOµ'f]µ{vos <is ea"XrriwfJ. an1l th e Ethiopic- ,·ersion 
rea•b : /llo tu l11i11 r; ft 1U:stu tulfljos; ~ee Lu1lolf"s P s11lt aiu m Dm:idis 
( 1101 ) I'· 3:::9 : rf. :-;tanza ls of th e ]'OC' m in Dillm:111n's Chrest. A eth. 
I'· J -HI : Saliim /11 -7:1-s(ulO:i ::o-m i"i.rf<l d11 Da~1 it re 'jot ii. Di"l.1a Tal fejos 
fr1'1 i l1 1/11 ::a-asta;ulil<lft1 ma.;arrn tft , Hail to thy net:k ( 0 ~fary ) whose aspect 
is ( like) the T o\\·cr of Da,-id who:-e fou111lation experts lai1l on ( not against ) 
TalfryDs. 



should be translate1l: Thy neck is likf th e T owu oj Drtl'id. con

structul for siryf-fo1n rs. i. c. ronnLl and therefore proof against 
battcri11g-tmTets. strong t>llOugh to r1·sist th(· irnpad of turrets 
armed with battering-rams: cf. thL• L·11t of th e so-ealh·d TO\\"L' r 
of l>aYid in Ililpr ee ht's E.rplorlf ti1111s i11 Biblt Llf11ds during 
the xixth t:t·nt. ( Philad1·lphia. 1uu:; . p. li1l:L Hall Cai11e says 
in Th e Jln1u1111111 of Kate's 1wd.;:: It u·11s r o1111d . lfllrl jull . and 
soft . nnd likr 11 tow11· ( DL :-::2. 11. J.j , . ( · ~·li11drieal tmn·r:-; otforL·d 
the best l't'sistal!l'P to thl' mm. Tl ll·ir <·ire11lar form aYoid1·d 
angl1·s whi1·h <·nuld lw attw·ked IJ,,. a IJcttt1·ri11~-ram. Tllt'reforl' 
the outt'r part of a tn\n·r proj1·l'ti11g lwyu11d tlw eity W<ill was 
sometimes semi1·irL·nlar. \\·hil1: the i1m1·r portion was square (EB 1 1 

10. GS::?.6S-P: r f. als•) :2:3. 'i'i:1h , . 

P.\l.'L H.\l"PT. 


