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JSO ,TOl'R.:\.\L OJ<' BIHLH '.\L LITEH.\Tl1HE 

TIIE lL\R~IOXY OF THE SPHERES1 

The Pythagoreans belieYed that there '>ms a harmon~· of the 
spheres. proc1nced h~· the s10"\Yer heaYenl~· bo(1ies giYing out a 
deep 1101 e, and the S"\Yiftcr a high note. \\,. e do not hear these 
sonnc1s. just as a miller <lacs not hear the sound of his mill , 
unless it stops and begins again, and the music of the celestial 
orhs is nnceasing. This inaudible harmon~· of the spher es (EB11 

2~. 70oa; 25. 6:1 sa r is alluded to in a later addition to the first 
sewn verses of Ps. 19. which }iaye no connection with the last 
eight verses. Ps. 19: 2-7 consists of two triplets with 3 + 3 
beats, whereas YY. S-15 contains two he.xastiehs ''ith 3 + 2 
beats. \Ye find the same (elegiac) meter in Ps. 119. which is 
not based on Ps. 19: 8-15. as B a:'th g.en thinks: these tvrn 
he.xastiehs represent a com1cnsation of the 22 alphabetic octa
stiehs in Ps. J 19. just as the Decalogue is the quintessence of the 
oh1 moral and religions preecpts, which vrns probably extracted 
by th e prophets in the seventh century (BB 367 ). Both Pss. 
19 aud 119 are :\Iacea bean, although Hitz i g regarded Ps. 19 as 
DaYidic [see also :\IYAG 22, 6:3. 69]. 

Ps. 19: 4, Th('r(' is 110 speech m· u;ords, tl1 ('fr 1:oicc is foaudible, 
seems to be an illnstratiw quotation ( Bl.1 26 ) from another hymn 
c1escribing the harmony of th e spheres. Grotius' explanation, 
.Yon est illis scn110 ner111(' vcl'ba: rd sine (his scilicet) fotell1"gitur 
1·0.r comm is inC'orrcet: bNI 11ifoul' means 1111lirnrrl or inaudible. 
jnst as bni lul f1ti·1( in Hos. 7: 8 signifies 1tnf11r11cd (.JBL 34, 68 ) . 
\Ye nee<1 not suppose that the poet of the hrn original triplets 
had in mind the harmony of the spherl's; he onl.'· meant to say, 
H eaYcn arn1 earth tcl1 their o'Yn story: if a man sees the won
derful "\rnrks of Goel by (la~·, he realizes the omnipotence of the 

1 Thi.s paper an•1 the two following notes as mc>ll as the article on ::\Iac
ea bea n Elegies (abow, l'P· 157-170 ) haYe been in t;q •e ~inee .August, HllS. 

c For the al1l1reYiatio11~ see aboYe, p. 1-t~. 



1 :--1 

Creator: and if hP gazes np into th1· stal'r~- Ji caYcns b.'· Hight. 
he is j11st as lllll<'h i111pl'•·ssl'd ,,·ith (3utl ·s power and f!lory. 

\\~c 11rnst not snbstitnk q1~[1{111 for fJ"l!l!'/111 in Y. ;): q1jl£/11Z 

would iiew·r lia\'1· l1L'1 '11 1·01Tuptt>d to 'l"~'IJ1/111. Th e noun qatt 
means cord. string. tn111·. nott·. u111s i1 ·a l sonntl. .Also ,,;ro-; ( from 
n{1·rn·, to stl'l'll'h: 1'f. Lat. fr111l(l'1 1 sig11itit·s cord. stl'itq!. tL•11sioll. 
strength, for1·1·. ae1· t·11t. tn11e. "''•1111d 11/. E\rald. l's11 l111 111. l SGG . 
p. 3-1 ) . Ikh. fJ'I'! in the prt>s1·11t pas .... ;1g1· 111:1.'· l•L' <Ill atl;1ptatinn 
of ,,;, .o ... just as f1;ri111 in Cant. 1: 111 ]'1·prv..;1·11ts 111/1.[tT/l.aTf/ ( nL ..J.-!. 
11. * : i"'-5. 11. lb ) or 1111/' .~[ i11 P ..... ..J.:i: :.! r.11[ '//"L Ps. 19 is t'l'l'tai11I~· 

Hot oldn th<lll Ps . ..J..) \d1ieh w:i.... \Hitt1 ·11 i11 Lill B. 1·. ( /..\ :-:n. !)-! _1. 
Assyr. r11i'11, to \\·ait. 1·11n·1·...,p11nds to Fr1·1wh rttfr11rlrr. ~\lso I.Jat. 
to11us <l1·no1l's fr 11si1111 a11tl fu111. L'sp1·1·i:11ly th11111l1 r (c·f. 11,;z,~t. 

tlnmdcr-peals, Ex. EJ: Hi: BB :!(il ·) . 0111' f 1l11c is a donl1lr·t of 
tone. \\Tc use fonr also for an a111·i1•11t psal111-tnnc or L'ha11t ( EB 11 

21. 706 ) . For Arab. r;1/~11_11i, to str1·ng-th(•Jl. \\'C' may c·ompare onr 
to ton e up. Gunkel. .l11sy11clihlt1 f'sol111rn ( 1911 ) p. 209 thinks 
that qa~t~{(/m lllVitlls originally thrir 1n17.'r or 1·0111it: lie c·nmhincs 
it with qi in h. :2": ·"'· nl1lio11µh Ji,. lw..; right I~· 1·;tll1·d :!111·11tion 
to the iclf•a of th e liar111011.'· of tilt' spliL·r1·s ( op. f·it. ~.> ) . R1·nss 
( 1 .S!J:~ l re~rnrd"d l111 -n111i' at the l'lld of I. 1 as a11 appositional 
addition to Hut'<f f11i}1i1_1, n11.J r1·ft.1'J'(•.J 710/i/111 at 1111• (•1111 of I.-! 
to bi-q1;i' ( .L\():-; :·;1·. :1~:2 , f1~/l. l't>11d 1· l'i11i..r: ihrc Tiinr lJis r111's 

Ewh drr \rill. 11·11 1r drr ·"'01111r i/lr /,rlt !fu::d::t. Schnitz 
( 188," J tra11slat1·d: l1is 2/1 111 /~'11r/1 rlrs f~'nlkriisrs (d. Ps. 7:2:S I 
haltr11 sir ihr (;1s11n"ii-h. ::\or 1·:111 \\"1 · :1t'l'1·pt D1tdd e's rcnd0ring
( 1~J00 ) tl11i1· ;11r11s 11ri1111-li 111 ( i. ''· th•· :1r1·h of h ca\'1 ~ 11 ) or 
Krn·1zs1·h111;1r's r1·;11li11~ ( l!llll 1 r1 11l1lJ1/111, th1·ir artl1 ( sC'l' 

Ch1•,\"ll1', /'s11l111 . .;:,, 1~11 1. i . T11 /Jir s1/iii11sf111 /'s11l111r11 ( l!ll.-1 
D11dd <..· n·11tl•·r..;: i/ir f,',f,,,t '..,,.,. ;i)...,11 .\J\'. \1; :.!:.!. -;-o. 111 ·111\r · . 

For t lw 1wrf1·1·t i111:1i i11 \', .-, :1111 I t Ill' J 1;1 rt i1·ipll' i,;,;1 i11 '"· (i '"" 

had h1·t t1·1' s11l1stit11t1· tlw i11qwrf1·1·t i11_· ,·. 
Bt·fon· \'. :i1•• f()r 1711 s 11 11 1/1 /111 s s il 11 /1111 i11 17'1111. tlw first 

h1·111isti 1·li 111' tlw ..,1·1·1111.J tri p l1·t Ji;1:-. dr11pp1 ·d 0111: it 111;1_,. lw 
l'l'StOl'l'd 1111 1111' J,;i...,j..., of J>r11 \·. ·"::!"'. 11"!1111 /11 rsf1rl1lish11l 1/ir 

clo11rls 1rlJ1J1'1 : : 1·11111 ra .. t .\I\'.\ I; :..!:.!. lfi . 

Th L' fir:-.1 six lin1·.., 111' Ps. l!J 111:1y lw r1•11d1·rPd ;is 1'11ll11\\ . ...,: 

Tilt! hf':1\·1·11s ti·ll 011t ( :od ':-. ::! or~·. 

th11 skiP-. r1·1·111111t Ii i..; l1:111di\\'11rk. 



:) Oa~· tells the story by llay. 
night makes it kno\rn by night. 

<.> a'rhei r tone goes through th e whol e earth , 
th eir sound to th e end of the ·world. 

Ile established th e 1cclki11 aboN, 
for the sun Ile set there a lodge : 

6 Aml h e comes forth ,B from his bower, 
glallly rnnning hi s tonrse like a h ero; 

7 From the encl of the heavt>ns h e starts."f 
an <1 naught is hid from his glow. 

( a) 4 There is no speech or \YOr1l:-;, their Yoit:e hi inan11ible. 
( ;3 ) 6 like a britlegroom ( -1 ) an1l his circuit goes back to their en1ls 

G roti ns r emarked ad Y. ;)b: Soli J>usuit tab crna c11lum in eis, 
s11pplr codis. C h e ~· ne and Ba:thg e 11 thought that each hemi
stieh had four heats. also Gunk e l a1u1 Budcle seem to assnme 
this m et er ; but kOJi)cl and ma· .(6 ( .LAOS :37, :3:2~ ) in 1. 1, ia bbl! 
and inrn u uc in 1. ~. M -i·ol in J. :J , .(1/ n1. in l. -!. and la-rtu; . in l. 5 
a r e 1urnee<'nte<1 (A.JSL ~:3 . ~40 ) . Driggs ( I'srllms. 1908) cor 
rett l~- states that the first half of Ps. 19 has 1 he t rim eter m easure, 
but he thinks that this poem ·was eompoSL'd in the Babylonian 
perioc1, ancl that originally it \Yas a h~·mn to the Sungod, whid1 
\\·as snhseq1wntl~· adapted to th e worship of .J nnr. 'G n n k e l 
c·ompares t lH" cuneiform hymns to th e S11ngo<l ( iY R 20, No. 2 ) 
ancl to Istar (AL3 135 ) . For th e lodge or trill of th e Snngocl 
ht· r efers to G r css mann ' s AltorirHfalischc T c.rte 1rncl BildN, 
ml. ii. i\os. 9~.101.102 ; cf. also A .. J e r e mias , I!a11db1tch der 
altorir- 11 talisclir11 Oristcsk1llt11r (J9J:~ ) p. 2;)0; Das Altc T esta
/Jlr11 t im L it lit c dts .AltcJ1 Or ients ( J90G ) p. ;).)9. 

The Ifob1·pw text of the h\·o triplets should be read as follows: 

:J.''jJii1 -rJ~ i'1'-i1c• .lirJi 
:n '';-mn' i1'''' i1'?'?i )I I - I I 

:Cl~'i.y .~ ,~,; i1¥jJ:Ji 

';~-;i:J:i Cl'i~O~ Cl'rJt!!i1 ~ 
I I - I 

i~N-.li':J' m~? m~ ~~ 
CJiiJ ~;)' "'i~;i-?:i:Ja 5 ii- I .. r I 



I C);"l:J "/;iN-ut• t;·~~·": 

:rn~q·i;': i1:JJ.:5 t.;··t:"' 
:i,i::n:J i,iD.J j'N1 

"/J.'"~·J o·pn~· t?N 
i,i.:Jn•J N~' ~Ni;ii 1; 

; 1N~1:J u''~t;·,1 ;i¥iJ'J 

a·..,.::, j·x1 ..,-: x-;·x 4 (a) 

; • ..,n.: o (i3) 

This would h1· in ~\""~Tinn 11-f . • Jl~L :: 1. ~11 

,., 
•J 

.'11111·· f1111ilfi -i li 11.::011111i·11111 

r· ,. ,, .,,1111-.ir i 111111il11111 i::1il.·11r -11111 

·'11111il:.\1rn .\ i11ir- 111if,".\11 i11ti111l1i 

/ti 1i.\ 11-111/11-111 tii<i ! ," 11111 11If1i 1· 

;) a X111111ir.\1111 i1111-l:11l-(/' ~'ifi 111 11t;1:1i-111" 11 1111ili.\1111 11t11t·l,·i11111it 1111iti. 

l'r111iti di.~ 11n1lli-11111 
G C-.\1i 1'J i1111-11111.~l11l:is11 111:•.'1i-11111 

/.\f11 ·l:i11711it .~Ill/I•. 11i11i.r.\11 ; 

(a• · ~ [J i /,l,,· 11-111111ili l1i.\1i-11111 

( {3 I Ii J.-;11111 ,"ri.\i 

"'" lil1l1i.::i11 111111-.\·11111.::.i 111111:11/111-i.::7.-1111 

1111•1·.1/1tni1·-11r.ri l:i11111-1111ni1li initli 

11-lt1 111i 11-,,1f/'l1t"i.\11 111i 111tl 11l-il:h1t11111. 

'I,;/.~" JI,, "' , ......... , Iii I 

•1 I ll·sil.ritf',;.11 tli l ll l:ip[•iifi.\1111 

I ) -\ l . I. 1 I \ I 'l"I'. 

:\11\' J·: J·:. \H:--; 11 .\:--;T Ti l<ll' O l' E\'1·:1> 

111 !ti-; 11·:i11~1<11io11 nt p.., _ -tfl, i11 1lt1• 1'1 1l.n·ltr111111· l~ ilil1•. \\' 1•ll

ha11s1·11 t11lnpt1·d () j..,Jt;111-.:1·11·, "'":!.!!•"·;tio11 to 11'ilthl'1·1· 1111· 1·];111:-;1• 

.lfi// t 11t/'s li11sf Th1111 11111 111 ii t'r11111 \". to \". " · 11111 11:1101111 

krtrif1/-li 1 
.... 111111!11 111· ;111p1·11•l•·1l. 1101 pr1·fi-.:1·1l. to 1!11· llf'111isli1·l1 

bi-1111///111! s.'fr /;t1!1i~1-'11/11~". ;11111 l.-11!1il1 ·11/1/i drn·..; 11111 111t·;111 11r1-

scril111/ /11/' 1/11. J.111 1//'tl/'I ,, IJI/ 1//1. I. f'. I /ltff"Jf/'I" II/I l/11/ 1111111/, 

sta11qwd 11po11 111y 111i11d. i1 11pri1il•·tl 1111 111_,- .... rntl: /;t1{1i& '11/1il i~ 

Np1i\·;il1·11t to /,·t1/1i~ '11 l-f1il1 !ilil1i, wri11t-11 n11 lllf' t;il.!1•1nl'111y !1t ·arl. 
Pro\·. :; : :~: t'/ . . J1·r. 11 : 1; :: 1 : :~::: ~ ('or . : ~: :~; ~,, •. nl"'n I >I~ :!. 
;--11 1'. "1:: ·1 • :111cl F\' :.!7::. 

Xor 1·a11 w•· r1·111l1·1·: ;,, f/,, 1·11!111111 ,,,· //11 l1111J/; if is ll'riff111 11( 

111r ( .\\',or i11 1/11r11ll11/ fl,, '"""··is 11111,/11!.11 ll'rif/111 ( 'l11·y111-. 

1 F or tit.- P1wlili1· -l i 1·f. tlw n·111:trk" 1111 Jui ,,;1,,· ,.,·111 · .11\L ::1;, :.!."it 1 :111d 

l1 ii11i'11l,-~•i 1111i .11\J, :: ;, :.!I I . Tl11• 111iti;t1 ,r i11 (t; a.;.•ua ,ii ~aTrJl•Tuiw 1.101 

(c{. ll•·h. 111: ."i' i,; doP to ditt11~r:q.!1y ··t". /\ 1011.~ . ~l:IJ'I', 17: .. !, ."i:: •: 11111,; 

wra ( 1111t 1hl' dir11i1111ti\"1' w T ir1, 1;r1oti11"', H1•11 .... ; or a T,;1.1", rt l .. 11:111..,1•11 ) 

l1t>1·: 111 w 11wTa \\ hi1·li wa"' 1·•1rr•·l'f1•d \11 au.•i1•• . ~ •. ,. :il-11 I: ,. i rd•• '. l/ .il .. 1/ 11/. 

l hi' fl) I '·:..!. 


