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FU.LEiffOX: TllE PRO(_'ESSIOX OF .:\F:llDll.\II 1 ;1 

THE PHOt' I ·: :--;~IOX nF XEIIE~IL\11 

>." E11. 1:?: :n-:::u 

K E.'.\ li' ER FcLLERTc•X 

Diel >."1·hc·rniali 's p1·ue ·1·ssio11 nt tile ckelie«ll iou of tlic ~ wnll rnan·l1 
upon tlw \\·all or inside' the· \mil or 011tsicle· th1• \\'all ? Tli e intr'r
est of c·ommentaturs lws c·1:11t 1·red upon the l<wat ion of th•~ 

!liffer1·11t g-alt's an!l tmr1·1·s 1ilon).!' th1· rn11te· of tlie pl'Ocessio11 and 
has for the lllOSt JHll't i!.!1101·e·1l tllt's•· q111 .. ..;tio11s. Th1·y ;1n· i1ut. it 
is ll'llP. nt' any gre<1t i1npn1·ta11e ·"· Yd th1· <111s\\·e1· to th1·111 
invoh·c·s a dis1·11...;sio11 of tli1.· pr"c·i:--1• fur1·t> of th1· l\\'o prepositio11s 
? ~.lrJ aud ~j.' . \rl1i1·h i-.. 1>f ... 01111· i11t1·r1· ... 1. <111cl tlJt• q1J1•stio11s 
themseln·s cle111a11d a 111or1: atlecpiall' tr1·at11w11t tlwu is 11s11ally 
ae<'<1rclc·cl to tli1·11i. 

Th e progr1·ss of tl1e pr1w•·s:-:ion is ch•..;c·riht•cl in th•• following 
kr111s: 

Fir· ... t ( '0111p<1uy. , ..... :: 1. ::1 

,ii,r1 ',i:;· i1i .. JJ.'~ '\ ;i·Jm': ~.r·.J i1i i1' 'it:•-;1~ ;i";.r~ , \'.:n 
.i:J~·~;i iJ.'t:•': ;i·Jm' ':;rJ j".Y': ,i.:J':;i ,i n~;i, 

i' '\ i i'j.' ,i'\,j.''J-~j.' ,~l' 01.m r .r;i ij.'t:' ~j.''\ \',:); 
nii'.) D''J;-i iJ.'t:' iJ.' '\ i',I ,i'J' ~.l.':J ;i~m~ ;i~l"JJ 

or;-i ·:;m --- - i.i~:: :..:· ~ ,i.:J~,;-i;-i 1i'Jt,:•;i i1ii,i;1'\ , .. :is 
i1Jn1;i ;i·Jm;i iJ.' 0·1 ;ri;i ~1;·~": ':.r·J ;i'.)m;i~ ~l"J 

o'.n;i ir:.:· ~.n i1Jt: .. ;i i.r:.:· i-i.n 0·1~~-ir:.:·~ ':r.J, , .::'.• 
- - - - i ~:;;i iJ.'t:' iJ.' '\ ~~·~i1 ~1~::, ~~Jm ~1..i-.:1 

Jt will J.,. s1· .. 11 111:11 i.i i-ij.'~ i" 11 .... ·d ... ix ti111""· 1l1r1· .. ti11Jl's i11 
the <·as1• of 1·;11·li J'l'lll'l'"'i1111. \\l1il1· i.ir j..; 11sc·d fo11r ti1111· .... t\\·i···· 
of t>llf'li pr111·1·.....,i1111. Tiii' d1· .... ·riptio11 1·;wl1 1i11JI' lwgi11, witl1 

~ i.ir ·J \·s. :i1 ''".i :: ..... ~ ~r :: j ... 11 .... ·.i 1111····· ti11J1·" i11 •. ""'Jt·•·ti1111 
with llw \\'all. 111w1· i11 1·1111111•1·ti1111 \\itli 11!1· ·11011 .... · 11!' 11 ;1\·id.' 
011c·1· i11 1·11111w1·tio11 'rith tlll' n,·.·11 Tn\\•·r :111cl 1111•··· i11 1·111111····tin11 
with 1111· gal•· of Eplira i111. i.ir j.., 1·111pl11.n·d tl1r···· ti111 ...... i11 1·1111 
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nection with the F'ou11ta i11 Gate, Gate of the Old (?) aJHl Fish 
Gate, aiH.l onec in eonnection with ' the sta irs of D:wid. · It is 
probably also to be umlL·rstood before the t"·o to\\·ers. Hananel 
and :Jleah Y. :39 .1 

7' 7'r.~ and 7'.J: arc both u sed l: ertainl~· of gates and probably 
of to\\·ers. The latter is used only of the stairs of David, the 
former only of the 'rnll and the Honse of D:wid. The t\\·o 
prepositions arc used "·ith such regnlarit~· that it would seem 
to he altogether probable that each has the same sense wh ereYer 
it is uscll. .At least this should be assumed till the eontrary is 
p roYed. It is also important to note the gO\·erning Yerhs '"hich 
they follow. Both '? 7'J;'~ aml 7'J;' follo'Y i17'J;' , "· 31 (Hiph ) 
and Y. 37 (l\al ) . and both also fo1lo"· l7'i1 YS. 31 and 38.2 These 
being the gonrning data. let us look at the cxad force of the 
prepositions. It "·ill he !Jest. perhaps, to begin "·ith the discus
sion of '?J;'. 

(1) 'I' his preposition fol1ows 17'i1 in three instances.3 In 
itself '?J;' l?i1 may r efer to 'rnlking on top of something. So 
at 2 S. 11: 2. DaYid 'rnlked on top of the roof. Cf. also 2 K. 
6: 6 where the king passed along ( i~j,') on top of the 'rnll. 
"\Yhile '?l' l':ii1 is not nsed of the wall in the present passage 
but 0111~· of the gat es. yet there is no great difficulty in thinking 
of the procession as walking along the top of the gates also, if 
it \Yas alread,· on the wall. But if the t\\·o towers. IIananel and 
:Jieah, are to" be thought of as subsumed mHler . t;jl , then t;jl 
can scarcely ha Ye the sense of ' upon. ' The processi<?n might 
Yel',Y "·ell walk . Oil top of' the gates but hardly 'On top or 
the towers. 

(2 ) In one instanee t;.r follows i11:.l.' , Y. 37. If the proces
sion is on the ,mu at this point 1:r conlcl not lJc translated 'on 
top of the stairs. · for the procession t:onld not be on top of the 

' l'uless ~r is st1J•l'lie•1 before these tmn'rs th ey " ·0111.1 lw.Ye no gram
mati•·al l'.Onn ediou in th e se11te11l'.e. On the other ban.1 it is strnnge that 
th e preposition is omitted. Iu ewry other case where a laudmark along the 
route of the prol'.essiou is referred t o, it ha s its own preposition. It i s 
notif·Pable tli at th e gra 111111at il'.al t·OJJstrn<:ti on of th e reference to these same 
ton·en; in 3 : 1 is abo ques ti onable. 

2 EmcnJ i"'\J ~ QJ:'i Y. 31 to i"''IJ~i1 Jiti~ i. 
3 7r certa inl.:· follon·s 17i1 i.n n . 3S f. and pr0l1ably at ,., 3 i a. Y. 3ia 

fo llows on ,.s. 31 f., ,.s. 33·36 being the aclJ iti.on of the Chroni cler. 
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,,·all a11d on top of th1· ..., rair:-. :it the sa1111.' t inw u111L- -.,s ·011 top 
m1·11111 '<1t 1111· II1·<1d of' tl11· -- t;1ir--. a11d tlw --tair-- ,,.,.r,· tl1011!.d1t 
of <h k·<1dill!.!' to tl1e top or the \\'all. There is no ]'1•(1.'-Ull to belien:· 
that the -- rair-., led to tilt' top or the \\'all. lrnl 1•\"1_•r~- rva-.,on to 
thi11k that th,,_,. \\'<'l'L' the stai r...; that lvd u p to th1_· 1·it.'· of l> a,·id. 
F urth1_·r ·011 tl)p of" in th" -.,1• 1J:-.1• of ·at tli1· lt1·;1d of" wnnld 
be expr'-'""1 ·d 1 •. ,. a • liff1•rcnt phra:-.1>."' J f t l1l' pr1)1·1•:--:-..io11 was 011 
the wall th1· ..,j,.' in this ca -., 1· 111i!..d1t lll•'<lll ·o\"1·1· 01· ·ll!Jo,-,.,· 
The stair...; would then IJe t l111uµ·ltt of a:-- n11111i11g ctlunµ: 1111d1·r 
the wall. Sw·lt au"'~ nf '"-ij.' i:-.. ,.i· 1·0111·w fr1·11111·11t.·· 

If tlw pro1·1·, .., il)11 \\'as 110t 11n tilt' \\'<ill. th1· '"-ij.' :wai11 1·a111111t 
1111'<111 · 011 t 111~ t qp of' i11 t lie s1·11"'· 11f · ;11 1 l1e h1·;1d of' t li1· st <1 ir ...; . 
and for tlw :-..a11w !'1•(1...;011 "'"' l11·1un'. Tl1t· phr;1s(· j ...; r(·g·1Jl:irly 
t ra11-.,lat1·d · Tlt ey a-.;<·1·11ded (JJI t ht· st;1irs. · Th e ,·,·rl1 1~j..' wn11ld 
tht•Jl rd1·)' tn t 11(• (l'-l'l_'llt of t lw liill ( U pl1l'l I ;111d 1 hr~ .11-:ir·~ ":ir 
to the 1n1·a1i-- by \rl1i1·li th1·y 1·li11tl1ed th1: hill.'; 

T his tra11--l;11io11 tJl tli1· pl1ra...;1• is 11101·1· tl1<111 donbtful. T hi· 
road(>!' stC1i1·, l1y \rlii1·h 0111· as1·P111b :111.'· plan• is r1·~1ilarly 

re~wrd1·d <h tl11· 11w<111 " <I11d i" tli1·r .. for1· i11tr1)d111·1·cl 11~· tlw p1'1·p 1)
sitio11 J . Tl111 ..... if t lw rt'f1•J'1•1w1· i, to 1 ltc· l1ill or ""•·1·111 l° ;'l~j.'·~ · 

up wlti ..J1 ollt' !!111'" t Iii...; is 1·1·g11larly 1•xp1·1·ss1·d by ;'l~j/"~J. 
)I01·1· p;irti1·11le1rly if tlw r1·f1·r1·11 .. 1· is l o 1h1• s tai rs or laddel' 11p 
\\·hi1·h 0111· !:"''" tl1i...; nl-.,11 i...; 1·x1 11·1 ·...;s1·d l1y J . <'f. E x. ~O : :.!t) 

Li1~j..'~J : 1 I\ . ti: "' tO'..,i':J l·:z1·k . ..tt J: ti. :.! :~ • ..t!t. ( ·r. :tl so 
mor .. !!"11· ·r:illy \\·i1l1 ;,..,r .>:11. :!II: 1!1 ;-i..,o·~J 1 : 1> 1. 1 : :.!:.! 

<i1-?-lii . _>:,._ :.! : 1.-1. ' l·: \·1·11 \\·l11·11 t lw \'1·rl1 l..,i1 i" 11"'·11. 1·it 111'1' 

tit .. a1·1·11--:11i,·1· 111· tl1t· lll'1·p11si11rn1 J . w11 "':if. i...; tl1t· r1·g11L1r 1·011-
,1rwt;o11: d. l I\. J:::~I: l "' :ti: l·:1·1·l. ]ti::: <I11cl 1'"l'''''i<Ill,\· I·>;. 
1-L :.!!I llltcl :.! ~- lt;: J::. 111 tlw lw11 l<Ilf1·1· 1•\;1111pl1·s 11 111· 111i!!ht 
lta\'I' 1·xp1·1•l1·1l ~r . 11;1\"1' 111ily !'0111111 1l1r1·1· i11stl1111 ·1 ·-.: of tilt' 
11:--.1· of ..,j.' \\'itl1 l..,;i i11 tlw -.,1·11"'· 11!' '11p1111' or ·alo11g" tl1t· \\"<l_\'. 

'I.e. with .:.· ~., . 1·!. Ex. 17: 111: :'\11. 11: 111: .Id. lti:::: 1 I\. I": I:.!; 
:.! K. !I: l:: j.., d1al1i1111 .... 
'~lit 1·lll'll tak1· .. ~;· i11 tl1i'"' o..1·11-1" .!/:/,, t'.111::, 1:..::..: i'. 
" :-io :-;1:1d1•, l:1· r'l w:111 l{_v ... -1·1, :--i1·:_:frj1 .. I, I )1•llli, ll1·rlli11ll'I, 1::1 111•11. 
' 1 :-;, !I: I I : :..: °"' · l."i: ::11: :.! 1 '. :..:11: I 1;: I .... 1."i: ;; .I 1·r. t': ."i. 

'l 'r11f1•'"'""'" ~Ii11 ·lwll 'I.•'. , \\l111 j .. tl.1· J1r ... 1 :q•1•ar•·1illy 111 1·;1,1 d1111lol 1q11o11 
tl11' 11 ... 11:1) rr:111 ... l:cti••11 11f tli1· 1.J1r;1 .. 1•, 11·r'1·r ... 111ily 111 :'\1·!1. :..:: J.i :111.J I.:. 111 
v. 1 ~ tl1•• n•·1·.,11q •:111.11111: '1·1 J, i:. :>:'.) ' 

'
., ., 



JOPHX.\L OF BIDLIC.\ L L ITEIL\.'l'URE 

Bnt eYe11 if thl•\· \\'l'l'C not for one reason or lllloth,·r clouded with 
:-mspieion the~· ~rnnld 11ot justify th e use of ':..V "·ith 1':i1 in the 
sense of ' np ' or ·along.·:• From the aho\·p Pxamination it would 
seem Yen· l'lem· that t11'/jl'J ':).' (loes not JllPHll that the pro
l'('ss ion aSl'ClH ll'd the hi ll 011 the stt'pS in the s,•nse of ' h~· · the 
steps. This l'Ondnsion is eonfirmed when \Ye exami11P the Yery 
Hext phrasl' i1':).'".J::l . lIC'l'l' '"'' luwe the Pxad idiom. \Yhi('h, in 
Yir"· of the abnYe analogies, we \nmld exped to express the 
idea of the nwans of aseent. But if i1':J,'".J::l signifies the means 
of asl·ent. then .m'/jl,".J ':..V does not do so. It is interesting to 
ohserw hm,· those eommentators who \Hongl:· take Ji1?JnJ t;ji 
as exprrssiHg the means of ascent are at a loss \\·hat to do with 
i1?J.'~::l . 10 The l'Ond usion wonld seem to he irresistible. If the 
prot·ession \nl s on top of the \rnll at t his point, then .ii1,VD ?Ji 
taunot mean 'on top of' or 'along,' but it might mean ' over' 
or 'abow.' If th e procession was on the ground ?J.' again 
t·annot mean 'on top of' or 'along.' ?\or in this ease ean it 
mean 'oyer' or 'aboYc.' Some other sense mnst he fonncl for 
it. But where \Yas the J)l'OL·ession, on the grmmcl or on the wall ? 
This leads m; to the llisl·ussion of our other preposition ~ ?.liD . 

The pn•positiom1l phrase "/ ':..VrJ is fountl in tlu• following 
instances: Gen. J : 7 ; J S. 17 : :39 ; 2 Ch. 1:3 : -± : 26: 19 ; Ezek. 
1: 23; .Jon. ±: 6: .:\lal. 1: ;).11 

(1) rrhe phraSl' ma~· mean 'oyer' in the S,~llSP Of ' above.' 
So at Gen. J: 7; Ezek. J: 2;); .Jon. -±: 6. In this sense it is 
luu·dl~· more than a pl eonasm for ':.J,' . It is parallel ~o ~}' at 
Ezck. 1: 2.). 

'' 1 8. f3: 1::2: J .J. 4 : 9 :rnd 5: 10. In the first of tl1ese the construdion 
with ~;· Yaries 'Yi th the <:oustrndion with J . The •1oul1l e expression is 
ohs("ure :rn•1 has l1ccn hc1<1 to point to t\\·o suun;cs. In tl1 e sc•·o 11 11 case the 

li11c is almost •·crtainly corru11tc<1. In the thin1 'Yl' are <1ealing ·with a 
111r>tapl1or. 

'" :--;icg·fric<1 a1111 Od tli gi Ye no explanation of it. An·onling to Bertheau· 
Bysscl the asl'ent i:< for m c•1 l )y th e stairs! Battt'll t ran..,Ja t cs : 'They went 
np by the stairs of DaYi11, l1y the as1·cnt of the ·wall.' His comment is: 
'It wo11l11 ap1 1ear that the •·ompany foll°'w11 th e wall.' Sinee Ba tten thinks 
uf the 11ro<"cssio11 as on tl1c >-rall from the point of 11eparture an'1 objects 
to the i11ca that it hail lef t the wall at the stairs of DaYi•l. lie 'rnul<l seem 
to p ln<·P the Jll'Ol'Cssion on th e \\·a ll and on the stairs nt the same time! 
Rcr tholct pnrnl'hras<'S: ' They asl'ena on the stairs tlwrc .,,-here th e \Ya11 

a-.;•·en •fa.' This impli1's th nt J m enns 'n t ': cf. R. Y. 
11 Tl1ese arc th t• only passages g i-ren in nDn aw1 Kiinig, L eltrucuiiude, 

II, 1, p. 314. 
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Xl'hL'miah " ·ish to say at Y. :n that he le1l the pron'ssions up 
upon the top of the '"all ~ 1 ~ To this Yi cw th l' l'<' m e t"·o fatal 
objel'tious: ( a ) This meaning clol's not fit the phrase ~.,l.n) 
i'ii t"l':l~ Y. :fl. The procession c<lnnot be thong ht of as march
ing along the top of Da Yi1l 's house. H erc th e ph1·ast' must ha Ye 
auother meaniug. (b) 'fhe supposition that Xehem iah leLl them 
to the top of the 'ndl conftiets with what is said of thr direction 
of the first proeession. It is agreeLl on all han ds that the first 
procession trawrsed the southern half of th e l'i rl'ni t of the " ·alls. 
The wall ou this circuit runs first to the east. and then to the 
north up Ophel. Bnt it is said that the first prol'ession went 
to tli e right . i\aturally one thinks of the procession turning to 
its right as it got to the top of the "·all, proYided, that it 11·os 

on the top at all. Bnt if they elimbecl the 'rnll from the inside 
the~· " ·onld be facing south and 1co11ld turn to tli e left. not to 
th e right. In order to do justice to 'the right: one must Sllp
pose that they climheLl the ,rn]] from the outside. Then they 
would he facing X orth and "·onld tum to the right. But how 
could they climb the 'rnll from the ontsicle? P eo11le did not 
build stairs on the outside of their vrnlls. The only " ·ay I see 
to get rid of this difficnlty is to take 'right~ and 'l eft' in the 
sensr whieh the.'· at times liaYe of 'south' and 'north.' Bnt 
this inrnlYes putting the point of Lleparture sufficiently far north 
on the western wall to justif~· the statemeut that the~· v;·ent 
south. It is trne that some seholars haw achocatell a point some
" ·here n ear the Jaffa gate as the point of clcpartnre. but it is 
far more probabl e that the Yalley Gate near "·hiL·h the proces
sion seems to have gathered is in th e sonthern 'rnll overlooking 
the Yall e~' of IIinnom. Aceorclingly the translation 'Son th' 
an d 'Xorth' is improhal>l e.14 ThHs ? ?VD i1?,li'N, v. :n does 
not mean tha t Xehemiah led the prol'ession to the top of the wall. 

(2) At .Jonah -1-: 6 we have almost the exact phrase found at 
Xe. 12: :n. If we follmYed this snggestion of .Jonah "·e " ·onld 
have to translate v. 31a: · I led the priIH·es of .Jrnlah up above 
the wall. ' This eann ot mean. as 'n' ha Ye jnst seen, that he led 
it to th e top of th~ .. 'rnll. Jmt on]~· to some (']evate<l position higher 
than the 'rnll. In that rase the procession " ·onlcl not be on the 

13 So R. Y., K eil, Reuss. Rawlinson, Batten. 
14 Siegfrie1l inconsistently translates by 'right' and (north.' 
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\rnll at all. i.·, But \\·ill this Y11·\\· g1\·1· a -...atis!'<11·t111·~· 1·xplrnrn1io11 

of the pa~sa !! •' ~ ( ] ) In tlH' firs t plcwe it will n111 1·;hily fit tl1e 

1·m1neet ion of ": ":r·~ ''"itli tl H· < h ···n T11,,·1·1" "· ::"'. T l1i -.; towvr 
h ;1lmo:-;t n'l'lainly t o hi· 1d;l1·1•1l -...01111·\\·lier1· ill ll 1e \\1", \t'r11 wal l. 
It wou l1l lw ilifti1·11lt to p ni11t n11t ;1 11 .'· pla1· 1• ;ilo11g· 1111 • w1·" ter11 
\rail \rl)l•)'I.' llll· jll'IH'l'""i'Jll \\"O\l l1l hn\'1• li1•1•)l Oll lii,!::!'111•)' !!1'111\ll il 1J 1;1ll 
a tmrer. pr1wid1·d 1h1·.'· \\'1•r1· ;1 11~·,Y111·1·1· Ili'<II' tl11· wall ;11 all. 1 :2 
111 th C' 111·xt pla1·1• all 1Jie-.;1' \\Tit1·r -., -...1 ·1·111 lo pnt 1li1· pro1·1·-...-.; io11 
ia:-;ide tlw w;ill. 1

' ; Tlw~· d11 tlii-... 111·1-;111 .... 1· at 1·1·rlai11 p11i11ts 1111: 
wall 11rn,\· lit' tl 11111gl 11 11[ :1-.; lo\\·1·r d11w11 1111 tlll' slope of th1• ltill. 
J~ ut 11 s m · 11;1\·1· :-.1·1·11 tlii :-. \ri ll l1<1rdly rn1sm·r t'or the ()\·en To\\·1·1· 

llUI' i11d1•1'iJ f11J' illl,\' 11f 1]11• pni111 -., lllt'llti11111•d Oil tJi1• \\'1• ..; l(•J'll <11111 
1111rtl11,1·11 \\·;ill. 1;111 a -.,till !!I'1-;1t1·r nli.i1·1·tio11 lo pnttin~· 1l1e 
p ru1·1· .... -.,in11 ill,id1· th1· \mil i:-. th·· f;ll't tl1at 1l1e 1i r-... t pr111 ·1· -...-.; io11 
tul'lls 111 tl11· l'i!.dit. It i-... 1·11ri11n-... !Hm· tliis iliftit"11lty is ig·llol'e1l 
lJ ~· Jll'W•ti1'1iJly aJI \\Tit1•J' :-. . ( l 1il~· n 1·rtJi1•;i11 Sl't'lll S 10 fop) that 
th1·re is ~0111<:tl 1i11 !! tlw 111<1tli'r 11 .. 1'1'. for lw lllak1:s tlH· p1·u1" ·ss iun 
t11r11 aro1111tl iii 11r1ll'I' to f;11·1· l h1· l•'lllpl1·'. I f 111y fril'111l. P ro
l't• :-. :-;01· T on•·.'· ·:--. ,·i1·w-.; of 1111· i1l i11sylll' l'<1si1•s o f l h1• ( 'l1 r o11i1 ·l1•1' 

w1•J'1 ' \\'ho l11.lwar i1·dl .'· ;1d111itl1•1l. \\'1• llli!!llt '-llJ •J>O-...i · tha t 1li1· poor 
olcl J,!•'llt 11 ·111;111 did 1111\ k1111w Iii-., rig·lit l1:11lll fr ollJ hi s l1· t' t. U 11t 

tl1i .... Jl""""!.!'1" I -.,t ill lll'li1·\1·. l11·l1111 .!.!·"· iii its 01 ·i!.!· i1wl form. 10 th1• 
.:\..J11·lll i:il1 1111·111111·: il1ilia . .\1·1·orcli11;:ly it -.,1·1·111s ;1 -., i111 po-., -.,i lil1· to 
tra1i.-.,l<11i' ~ ':J.. .. ,,: 1,,,. '<ilH1\·1·· 111· 'o\·•·r· as it i:-. 111 t1·n11 -... l;1\t' it 
J. .\. . 11 I " 1) l . I I )' • 11 ) l 1 fl I' " r. . l .... t I 11 . )' t' ; Ill.'" \\'; 1 y II II t (I I' t h I • d i ni I • 11 l -

I ' '-, ill \\ l1i1 ·l t \\'1 • fiJld ll )IJ ''-1 '1\·1· -... : 

:-.11g-.!!1'"l t 11:11 t 111• 1 \\'11 pr1w1·:-. .... i11 11 .... \\'•·111 0111"ii11• 11 !' t lw w:ill. 

( I 'J'Ji j..., Yi1•\\' j..., fa\11r1·d J,,,. tl11· ;:1·1w1'<il pr11l1aliilit i1·s 11 [ tlw ''"""'" 
It \\';1-., 1·Yid1·1itly tlw i11ti- 11ti 1111 lo 1'11ll11w tlll' 1·1111r:-.1• 11[ 1lw w:ill. 
l: ut 111 d11 tl ii .... 111 1 tlll' i11-.,id 1· of tl 1" w:ill \\·111ilcl ], .. lll'\1 to iillpo-.;. 
sih)t._ Ti lt' J'l'lw1 ·, .... i1111 \\·111ild 111· i111p1•il1·il l1y tlH· Y:1ri011-., li11ild-

-. Th i- "'•·1 11- Ii> J,.. 1111• ,j,.,,. 11t' ~i··:.:fri··ol. (:,·rllw:i11·Hy- .... ·I :1 11.J l \1·rtl1•il1·1. 

:ri ... y (11ll11w tlw ... 11~::.:1·-1;1111 11r' C11ll11· // 1}'/ ". \'J lf. '.,! ;-!l ff.1 111:11 "";• :111ol 

.., "' ;"J 11111,.1 l .. • di-t i11;.:11i ... lwol. 1 lw l:i I li'r 1°·i'1·ni11:.: 111 a ['""'ii i1111 :1 t :1 •·1 •1 l:1 i11 

1]i~ta1w1• fr, 111 1111• \1:dl, whil1• till' f1111111·r i11di1·:il•• ... t! 1: tl 1111• 1••1 ........... i1111 1•:1--•" l 

r}o ..... liy t!1P l:111•l111:11k ... 1111·11ti11 111"l. ~ i1·:.:i'ri1 .. I l !·:111..,J:i l1•" """";·-: 1·1111 ... i ... t1·11tly 
loy '11lwrl1:1 I lo.· 

'· Tlt i~ i-. d1111•· 1·:-1o1- ...... 1y J.y ~i1·:.::fr i1·ol :111.t f\1•rth1old :i11d i11qili···lly J.y 
H1 •rtlll':t11-l :y-..-•·l. H1· rll111l1·t ·:i.' - '1 111· 1·11i1 1 111' d •·1•:irt11r1· \1:1 ... hi:.:li··· than 

tl11• wall. 1111111:11.Jy lu·hi11d ii 1111 th•• hill ••II """••' 1·.J:.::" tlll'y 111ar··IJl'·I. · 
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ings that ofk11 ahuttc(l on the wall. It is not possihle. now, to 
follo\,. the \rnll of .Jrrmmlrrn on the inside without many (levia
t ions from its l'Olll'S<'. Bnt to follow its l'Oluse on the outside 
rxcrpt at one po1'.11t wouhl be comparatiYel;' c>as;·. ( 2 ) This Yiew 
is eonfirmrd 1>;' th e llirection of the first protcssion to the right. 
This can only he mHkrstoOLl if thr prorrssion \Yere on the ontside 
of the wall. (3) If the processions \Yere going· on the outside of 
the wall the tru e significance of Y. ~37 can no\'' be umlerstood. The 
\rnll np Ophr>l follows the extreme eastem eclge of the hill and 
the hill is her e wry precipitous. The rerent .Jewish exl'aYations 
on Ophel show how Yery precipitons it was in places. Accord
ingly at this point the procc>ssion eonlll scarcely haYe passed 
along ontsidc the \1all. The;v hacl the choice of passing into the 
city an(l ascrnding b;' the> stairs of DaYill or following the wa11 
itse1f along the t op. Y. 31 says 1listinctl;' that the;' took the 
latter course.1 

i The Cr1Jj \Yill then emphasize the fact that 
they w·ent straight ahead right up the \rnll instead of going 
either on the outside or th r inside. The;· were probably pre
n ntecl from following th e stairs of DaYid eith er heeanse they 
wished to keep as i1Par to the \-ral1 as possibl e or (cf. ::.\Iitehe11 ) 
the dehri s may haw colled ed here to such an extent that it was 
difficnlt for ihem to ascend exeept on the \Ynll itself (cf. 2: 14) .18

• 

If this Yi e\1 is adopted it follmYs at once tlrnt ~f in the phrase 
.i11~j.,,hj '/j;' eannot be tran slatell ·upon' or ' al on .!.:·. ' It could 
be tnmslated , as ::.\Iitl'hell snggests, by ' on·r.' Bnt this meaning 
\1i ll n ot fi t thL· oth l' r pla l.'es in \YhiC'h it is nsrd. Ther efore ( -! ) 
I snggc>st that it shon1L1 Jw translate!l ' past. ' This agrees \Yi th 
the C'mpha ti!.' Di..'l~ . Th e~· go right past the stairs \Yhich \YRS 
t lw nat m al \Ya,\' up the hill and aseeml hy the " ·all itself. Ent 
if ~l' means ' past' h r n". th is nwaning will fit thr oth er three 
instan ces in \Yhieh it is nse(l. It proliabl;' has also the aLhlitional 

1
: This is th e Yie"· a •lYocat e•l by ::\Iitchell wl10 sugg·esh that il~;''JJ may 

refe r to tlie ste1111ed c!tarnefr r of the " ·all " -hi1·h is fonn• l at tim es ewn 
in the l'resen t form of t he \rnll. 

1
q This Yiew of t!t e m ea ning of OiJJ seem.-; to me prcferal;le to the usual 

Yie\Y that a t t his poin t t he procession left off followin g th e 1li rectio11 of 
tlie wall :rn11 \Yent st raight 11p th P st a irs of Da Yi•1 ( Sta11e, Siegfrie (l, Ber
tholPt ) , for tl1is yi ew, a s we haw st>en, in Yoh es an incorred tran slation 
of the phrase rn~;''J ':;-. Batten gin•s np the expl ana tion of OiJJ. 
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mHmt.·•· ·in fro11t Qf' if th•· pro1·1 •ssion is 1m1-.,id1· the wall. 1
(1 

If th is m1·a11i11g lw 011n· allom·d for ';j.' . it i-.. prolinhl~· to be 
ass igned 10 r..., ':ir·~ ;1s m·ll. \\· •. ha\·e s1•1•11 l1fl\\' ":°' r...,j.' • .J is oft1·11 

0111~· a pJ.·01iasm for r...,j.' . The n1 e ani11g 'pas t· a1 tlw :-.a11 11· tilllt' 

with th(· i111pli1'C1tion ·in fro11t of' \rould fit eYery 1'(ts1· in wliieli 

]Joth pre p11-..itio11-.; ;JJ'1• 11-.;1·d in th1· pr1 •s1 •11t p<1ssag·1'. a11d w1 · wo11ld 

• nol lwn· 10 r1 ·-.,ort to tht' suppos it ion tliat thl' p1·1·posi1i1111s. tho11gli 

u se d in th1· -.. a1111· 1·011111·1 ·1 io11. n 1·1 • n s .. d in 1·111iri·l~-11iff1·r1·1i1 s1·11s•"-"· ~" 

Th e 0111~· oth1·r phrn-...· r1·•1u i ri11g- :rn 1·x plmin1i on i s ;-i':.r~ i, Y. :31. 
Frolll \Yllf'l't' did ~1·l w 111i;tl1 ]1·;11) his p1·rn· 1•-.,si011 up'! H 1)11·y 

W•'l'l' 011 tlw 011hid1· of 1li1· wnll 1h1· a11s\\·1·r is. 111•1°L'""n ril.'·· fr0111 

th•~ \ 'all•·.\· of 1I i1111 1111i. Tl 1i " is 11ot ;it nil 11111w111r<1l i f 1 IH· pni11t 

of d1·part11r1· i-... ;i-.. is 11 :-. 11all.'· s 11 ppos1•1l. fro111 tlw \ ';i))p~· 1:n11 •, 

\\·hi<·l1 ; tl 1110 -.. 11·1·rlai1il~·1ak1·s its 11a111L· fro111 tlw \' ;d)1·~· of II i11110111. 

\\' h1·th1•)' r licl\'I' l'll)'l'l'l ' ll,\' soh···il tlw p11zzlill!.! •1111·st in11s \\'hi1·h 

aris•• i11 1·011111·1·ti1111 \\·i1l1 1111· ro11l1·s of ~1· li1·111i1il1's two pr111·1 ·s

s1011-.,. I Im \'1• ;1 t )1 ·;ht 1 ri1·.J 111 fo1·11111l11 t •· 1 lw probJ.=-ms so1111•\rl 1;it 

111or1· JH 'P1·iwly tlw11 11 1•·.'· ;ipp1·;1r t o lia\·1· hcen for1n11lat1·d 

liith•·rto. ;111d I -., l1 1ill Ill' g·l11.J lo r1·1·1·i\'1• ;111,\· 1·01Jtir11w1i o1 1 or1 ·111 ·-

• r1·1·1io1111f tlll' po-.. i1i 111 1-.. ;1d\·;11w1·1I. ~l;1y 111;111y of th h1· 111·1·111 itli'il 

a~a i 11 rn 1d ;11 1111 .Ji -..t;i1 1t tl:1.'· to r1·t111·11 to .J 1·1·1hal1.•111 ;1s in tlw 

liappi1 ·r i!C1y-., of t II" p ;1-..1 ;111il · w;il k ;il111111 /'. io11. !.!O 1·011111) ;il1011t 

111·1-. 111 1111lwr t lw t 11 \\·1·r -.. 1111·1'1·111' illld 111;1rk \\·1·11 111'1' l11il\\'C1l'ks.' 

t inn " J' ' i 11 
with ;i-:•n : 

fr11111.' 1 'f. 1•\:ll11Jd1•-.. !!i\1•Jt ;1] 011\1• :tlld :tl• 11 \11111-., ;": ;- ,'I 

1·:1111. ;; .~ \\ill1 "";·~· ' and 1'"'l"'1·i:tll:· l'r11L 11: f!I 1witl1 

o f ti 11JI'"' , 1·f. I h:. !': "' : .l1·r. I "': )1;, T ill' \\ri11•r-.. \\li11 .Jr:rw 1111• di-..ti111·ti1111 
fN •t. \\'l'l 'JI "";' :111d ..., -;•-: II-.. J:tlly :_:i\ 1' 111 1111' t'1t1llll'J' llt1' IJ)1•;111i11:.:: 111' ' :tl1)' 
nr •y.,rJ., .j ' ,,,. '\11rnl.1·r.' l'f. 1•-..111·1·i:dl.' h:l:1il·"r // l/'I ', l fl, :.:11-... I t 
m11 ... t J ... a.J 111it11 .. J, li11\\1·\1·r. tl1:it 11 .. 11· •1·•·111"' 111 1 .. , 1111 11lllf'r i11-..l:11 1·1· 11 1' 
! fi j.., t •rt'f'j.,p lllf':t II j It!! 
j., U-<<·d. H 111 tl1i-.. j ... 

:\11. 1:: : :.:!1 ~ · ;i "';' : 

11!' -;· ··illfl'r \\itli l"";'l 

1 lw -..I :111.J j II!! f dt l':t ...,. l1t 
.I,.,., 11 ;: 1;: I 1a11. J 11: I. 
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