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~L.\CCABE..:\.S ELEGIES 

P.\ rL I-L\ rvr 

.Johns Hopkin-; l'niYersity 

In a pape1· 011 l's. 1:37. wlii(·h I p11blishl'd 11101'(' than 1:: yt·ars 
ago (Febr11ar.'·· 19ffi ) in OLZ 10. fi>:. 1 I stated that tht• so-tallt·d 
Lamenfatio11s of ./f n mioli \\'t 'l'l' .Jfan«tlwan elegies rl'l't>JTing. 
not to thC' fall of .JL.rnsal e111 i11 .)."11.i. ln1t to tht• destrnl'l ion of 
the Holy City i11 HiS (Jlil'. :~:2. 11. II : :rn. 11. :2~ ) and th e sutl\·ri1q.!s 
of the .Jews during the Syrian persf•t·11tio11 ( tf. X11h. :2; Z~\ 

:JO, 9~ ) . For ftf joiN a11t/ IH !)lrrd. () i/11uyhtrr of Edum. tlurt 
d1ccllest in flu lo11<l of f" z ( Lam. -l: :21 ) we must n•a(l ltcjo icr 

(Uld exult, moit/ .ln1111 tl111f d!l'dlrsf i11 Cz, i. t'. thP Aral, 
al-'(tnt(j,:: tlw plain of tht· A11tiol'h Lake· whil'h has bee11 drai1wtl 
by a Fr<·nl'li t·o111pa11~·. just as the former north<"rn entl of the 
Persian Gulf. Lak•· :\(1.ial' in Bahylouia. is 11ow pradically dry 
(.JAOS :~~. 1 ). Thl' plain of .Antio(·h is on th<> bord ers of th<· 
desert . For ,-:;,-&,;. with final Aleph. in .Job 1: ].) we ma.'· J'f•ad 
S{1~tf, With filial /I, tlit~ ft_'lllilJiJl(• parfi(•iplc Of .~ 1(~1i, tO takP l'HptiW, 
This fomi11i1H· (·oll1·l'tiw~ ( t·f. 0rt~11i. Oe11. :;7: :2.): yul1i, &l'. l 
de11ot1·s n1idu·s 1 ~ !J1ifs1i, Qi ui;x1urA•·1n1:01·.-(,; cf. IInf11ag cl 's 
fl iob . li'bl. p. -l : ab11 .JBL :n. 67 ) just as th1· origi11<1l 111ea11i11g 
of fla .. (rlim ( .Joli 1: l/ l is i111·odrrs, agg1· .. sso1·s. 1·apto1·s. (·011-

qnerors ( II\\' :~.1 7 i. : .:\.f~L :: .i . :2-l -l 1 . In tlH• ~\111al'lla tal1l..i~ 

( K1111dtzo11 i:;.-1:2: 1j. ~1;[ ...... ) ) th•· ll1 ·lir1·w i11rnd1·1·s of J>al1 ·s
ti11e ar•· l'1 ill1 ·d .rlfl1/)11//, raid•·rs ( ..t'. l\"i11!/-" . ~J;( >T. :2117. 11. • : 
.. \.J SL :2:L :2.)IJ; ::i, :2--l7. ? 1(11: a lso ll1·l1. /111(1i/ .• Jud. :21: :21 ;111d 
~1ii!f, Pro \·. :2 :~ : :2 .... . 11111r .. •·orr•·•·tl.'· l1111l 1if ---= .\ ra111. l11i (1;f1i. r11l1 -
ber ) . T li(• \'Pl'lwl pn·di1·al•· pr1·1·1·di11g a f1·111i11i111· (·oll1·1·liv1 • 111ay 
he pllt in l)Jt' si11g11laJ' ( \\"di; 1. 1~1. ,\ : :2, :2~11, n I , 

Th<· 1rn1111> of tlw ( )ro111t-s. 11/-· . i1;i . 111ay d1·11ott" tlw /,' i1·1 r 11 f 
Uz. Th•· i11t1•rp1·1·1a1 io11 '/'Ii 1 !.'1 h1 lli1111s ( lwt'<lll'it' it is 111;1i11 I,\· 
111111avi~alil1· and of li11l•· 11s1· for irrigation: <'f. EB 11 :211. :::!7 1 
is a popular 1·1y111ol11gy. T lw original 111l·a11i11g of 't i: 11wy J.. · 

1 For thf' nl•h rf'\·in tion"' ~f'•' nJ.o\·1', I'· 11:!. 
2 R11f' thf' l'n ri!-1 1•dition of .\l 111 lfe.Jn, p. ·!I, lwlow 

Frf'nd1 tra11 ... Jnti on. 

12 

nil. " I'· :; I. 11 f 1 Iii' 



158 JOl'H~ .\L OF BIBLIC'.\L LITEl{.\TPHE 

·rrsistu11t: ef . .Arnh. '/i ri 111 (Z.AT :~J. 1.J..J.. l. JS ) and .llic. 79 , 
h1_•low. .Antioeh \ms th1_• d1id of the Syrian ·autu; i111. For the 
t•ornwdion of t ht> skm · 1/r;o. ja' tir11 and «l r.; 1/, {1/' r;i ( Syr. 'tr; ii ) 
cf. ta' 1t('r;1/ = i· t1ir11. 

Also in Ps, J:ri WP mnst rea(1: 

Hernemlwr ·.gainst • .\ ram's Sons that '1ay of .Jerusalem! 
\Yhl'll the~· sai11: Raze her! Ra ze her! 1lom1 to tlit' ,-p ry fom 11latio11. 

Bab el's Da11yli fer. apostrophized in tlH_~ following line. is the 
SeletH:id kingdom (Jbc. ;};), l. 6) and the terrible, condusion. 

Fair fa ll him "·ho g ra ps aHt1 tlashes thy babes against the stones! 

"·as ealkl1 forth by the atl'o(_'ities of the S~Tians " ·ho lrnrl et1 
.Jewish mothers "·ith their hahes h eat1long from th e city wall 
( ~ :Jia(.'e. 6: 10; 1 :Jiael'. 1: GO ) . 

There is no refrrenee to Egypt in these elegies: for Ji ir;1·1/ im 
(ZDl\ff+ 6.J.. 710 ) in Lam. 5:6 we mnst read mir; -<;/irim, hy the 
enemi es (G K § l~l, f; \\TM+ 2. :270. 1i. * ) "·hid1 is a gloss to 
the preceding lu hli11ll~1-la11u. 110 rest was giYeu us; for the 
following 11at1!1111ti j1/<] [lt]-Asslir l/Sbo' 71/~1111 d .. J1."r. 50: 15; 
2 Chr. :30: S am1 1 l\Ial'e. 6: .J.9.5:J.60. 

The breath of 0111· nostrils. who was caught i11 tll cir vitfall 
(Lam. 4: 20 ) is n either the pious king .Josiah, who Jost both 
his life aJHl his kingtlom in the battle of Megiddo. nor his young
est son Zedekiah, the last king of .J m1ah. nor the eh1er hrother 
of the Hellenizing high priest .Jason, Onias, ·who \YRS murdered 
at J)aphn e n ea r Antioeh in 171. but the l\Iaccabee .Jon a than who 
"·as entrappet1 at Ptolemais in J.-l-3 B. c . This treaeherous eap
turc of th1." .Jewish high priest. the A11oi11tcd of .Jahveh, is 
clenonneed in the first of the three l\Iaeeahean adt1itions to Am. 
1 (.JBL :3 .) . ~90). Zed ekiah ( 397-:386 ) 'ms not Yi tall~· essential 
to .J rn1ah 's exiskner• as a nation. but .Jonathan (161-1.J.:3) was 
i1H1('N1 the Yital hreath of the :Jiacc·alwes after the death of 
.Judas: otherwis<' he would not haYe been thosen as their rnler 
arn1 leatlc·r (1 :Jlae<'. 9: 30) in preferene<: to his el<1er hrother 
Simon. Zr•dekiah was a creatm·e of l\ehnehadnl.'zzar: patriotic 
.Je\\'s (.'Ont inw•d to rega r<1 the eaptiw .Jehoiaehin as the legitimate 
king: Ezekiel l'alls Ze(1Pkiah prinl'c. not king (d. Jlic. 28. n. 31). 
Th" hop<· of the· .Jews that th<'y would be al)le to liL•c a111011g the 
hc11tlif'11 1111<ln· the slwdrnr (Lam . .+: ~0 ) of ,.Jonathan was well 
fonmll'd. Ac·eor<ling to 1 :Jiace. !J : 58 tlw apostat<'S said~ Jona-
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than and his followers ar1' at t'<be antl tlm·ll \\·itliout earc \cf. 

also 1 ~Ia ee . lU:lO.:.?O: 11 : :.?l .. i'i: 1:.?::.? 1 . 
• Jonathan is the prototype of ~lnrd1·1·ai in th1· Hook of E...,t ht>r 

(f'ur. 6. :~ I 1. Es ther \\·a :-. tompos1·d al1out 1:-;n: th1' ~l an·alwa11 

(•legies i11 th., Book of L a111entatin11s ma~· han· 111·i!..!·i 11att-cl at the 
heginning- of :-; imon 's r1·il!n ( l -.J.:2-1:;.-, , aho11t 1-Jtl. Liihr thinb 
tliat c1 ·. :.! and -! ma~· haYP lw1 ·11 \\Titt1•11 about :; .._ fl. 1· . .J ,._ .-,.-,o. 
e. 1 r'. .i -W. ,._ :; ,._ :{:.?:J. ~- .\ . Fri 1'"· of l'psala. s!lg-µ:1 s t1·d in 
1:· .. !):) ( Z.\T n. ] In I that t"I'.-! and ;-, 111ig-lit lw .\la1Tah1·a11. \rhi le 

ec· . ] .. :; lllii .. d1t lw .J 1•J't>Jllia11i1·. 111 ( 'nrnilJ'-, /~'i11'1 if1111!/ tl1i" Yi ew 
is r1•1·ortl1·tl (I " a c·111·i11 ..., it.'·· ju . ..; t as () J-,hall-,1·11 ·s 1!11·or.'·· ad,·an1·1 ·d 
in ]!">.-1:{. tl1at t 111· 11wjo1·it~· oft h1· J>-., ;iJ11i-, \\·1·r1· .\L11T;tlwa11 ' .1111 ·( ·. 
:\o. JG:{. JI .. )-! , W<h for a lo11g- ti11w r1·g;1rd1·d i11 tlw sa1111· wa_,._ 

The i<111g11ag-1· of tl1t• tiYt• p111·111s i11 th1· Hook of L a1111·11t;1ti1111:-
r1·s1•111hl1•..; th•· la11 ~ 11a!.!·1· of th1· .\l<11T(lht>;111 p-,;ti11i.... La m._-, j ..; a 
.\l;11·1·ah•·a11 lb;tl111 lik1· ]>...,...,_-!-!.I-!. l!J : it :--1·1·111-, to h<!Yt' 1·1111...,i-,11·d 

01·igi1ntll.'· of ...,j:-,: q11;itn1i11-,. Tilt' tir:--t t\\·11 li 111·"· it ma.'· 111· ...,11p 

pm;1·d. w1·r1• ""PPl'"""''d 11·(. tlr•· r1 ·11 wrks 011 :\;tl1. 1 i11 .\"11/i. I : 
%1>.\lfi Iii. :.?---:LI.->., i11 11rd1·r to 1·011for111tl11· 1111111lw1· ot' Y1·1·...,1·s 
to tli1· 1111111lw1· 111' tilt' l1·tt•·rs uf tl11· JJ 1•bJ't'\\" ;tlphalwt. \\',, 111a~· 

prdix 

H1>~t11ri• II",() <; nol, 011r l11•lt•' 
L..t 11" L1·h11ld T hy i..:oucl11•·,.. ... (J .l 11\·11 ! 

: lD l'J i~:-1 
•i•t.,-•i'\:"'\ ,I ~·:•"i 
• J ' 1 ~ • ,) .... -

< '[. P:-. . ...__-, : .). "· 

l1rt•:1k r.tr Thy di,..1·li·:1~1111·'. 

,-.,11..i1,..ar"1• 11,.. Thy l"'lt· '. 

Tlw id1·a th;it .J1·r1·1llii1l1 sl101ild Jia,·1· 1·011q 111...,1·d a 1111111lwr of 
l'ial1orat1· ;tiplwl,..ti1· ;ic-r11-.,ti1·..; <1ft1·r ti t•· f;t!I of .J.·r11...,;1h·111 i11 .-, ..._, ;, 

j..., :.!Tt111'-..·1111•. 

lat1• 1 wri11d : 
I lf 1·11tl l°"I'. ili'l'••-.,t j, . ..., 1!1 1 11••1 llt'l't'""ill"ily 1111i11t !11 (I 

\\•• 11;1\·1· <11"1'11-,t i1· p111·111-, i11 1·111wifo1·111 lit1·r;it tll't'. 
'.!I- tlw ili'l't1-,tic· !1.\"11111 111' :--:;1rd;111;q1;il11-, 1 1;1;" li:.!fi i11 I\ I~ Ii. :.!. 
p. ]lh. \\·,. 1•;111 l1;1rdly lll'li1·\1· tl1;it llw ;d pl1;il11 ·ti1· ;irr;1Jt!!•'· 

1111')11 \\/I.., ""l>lflt"t'd 111 liil\"1• ii )llit!!it• !'ttl"l'i' J, iili )'~ yjj I it Jllil_Y 
ltaY•· lw1·11 i11lo1t1•··I 1111·r1·ly f11r 1111w1111111i1· 1111r1111-,1·-... :\cir 1·;111 \\·•· 
c·11dor-,1· l. iilrr'-., :1r:._r11111•·11t · /..\T 11. _-,!I 1li;1t 1111· 1·l•·!!i•·-.. i11 tlio· 
Book of L;i111•·11lati1111-, 1·;1111111t lw \l;w1·;illl'<1lt. lw1·;111..,1• tli•·y 1·1111!'1·-..-.. 

tl1ro11:. . .rl1011t tlta1 tlr•· -,1111'··ri11:...r-., 11!' tlw 1••·11pk ;1ri· d11•· t11 tlwir 
~i11-,: :.! .\la1•1•. _-,:II: fi: I:! Jfi: 7: 1-.. .:::_! 1 f. :1h11 I \);wo·. I: 1;1 
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arnl Dan. 9 : 5.11.16 ) emphasize the fact that the Syrian persecu
tion is the just punishment for the sins of the people (Jlic. 34, 
11. 26 ) . . 

If the Book of Lamentations had originattxl in the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar ( G03-G6:2 ) "·e should expect a r eference to the 
tragic fate of ZeLkkiah whose C'11ilclren were slaughtereLl before 
his eyes at Hiblah (!'.. c. Arhela-IrbiLl in Galil ee ; cf. Jlic. 29, 
n. 37 ; JBL 35, :!87) \Yhereupon his ow·n eyes were put out. 
Nor could a poet at the beginning of the Babylonian Captivity 
say: Gazct<i Jl'·h ilr_lti m e-' 011 /. 11-111 c-r6lj • iilj of.]1/ (Lam. 1: 3) 
which is translated in AV: Judah is go11 e 1:11to capti vity because 
of nfflict ion a 11d bcca usc of great scrvit ude. Aftliction and 
servitude a1rnit eLl the J ews in Babylonia; they did not leave 
them behiml in J erusal em. \Ye shoul(l expect : Galet<l Jehiu;Jcl 
biY 6n·'i u-be-r6lj ' <tbOrll/., ,J ndah was deported into misery 

and great servitude. But at the beginning of th e Syrian 
persecution a great many J ews left .Jerusal em to escape the 
oppression and servitude inflicted upon them by Antioclms 
Epiphanes (Jlic. :34, n. 27 ) . A l\Iaccabean poet could therefore 
say Ualr !<l JOdirjti m e-' 611/ H-m e-r6!! 'agoc]ti . • Judah wander ed 
a1rny from oppression and great servitnde. 'rhe Syrians 
treatc>tl the .Jews like slaves ( e f . . JBL 36, 96 ) : they tried to sup
press the .J e·wish religion , bnt the Chaldeans did not force .Judah 
to al,anclon her anl'estral 1-rnrship (cf. EB11 15. 3S6a). 

The fact that w·c :find in Lam. 2 : 9 th e liemistil'h II Cl' king and 
her p rin ces arc a11w11g th e heath e11 does not establish ~he Exilic 
origin of the el<-'g ics. .r onathan was in the hands of the heathen 
after he ha cl been treacherously t·apt nred at Ptolemais. The 
heathen sa1(1 at th at time: Tli ev hat'e 11 0 ruler and 11 0 helper, 
Ol'K EXOt'<HJ' Ul'Dpu upxovru KUl f3orl)o1•11TU ( 1 l\Ia cc. l~: ::> :3 ) . Also in 
the p oem (Zech. 9: 9) glorifying .Jonathan 's trimnplrnnt r eturn 
to J crnsa]cm af ter his exploits in Antioch ( c. 145 ) :1 he is call ed 
ki11g: 

Joy greatly, 0 maifl Zion! 
Thy king -n·ill come t o thee, 
But humbly rill ing a donkey, 

shout , 0 J erusalem ! 
t r iumphant anfl YictoriousJ 
a colt, the fo al of an ass. 

I use do11kc!J, because this wonl is conncctetl with dnn , and 
H eb. ~ulmor nwans red (.JBL 3:3, 296 ) or dull-brazen, Spanish 

8 The fi nal triplet of thi s poem lias been explained in JBL 35, 291. 

I 
I 

I 
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burro ( ZU~ fG G9. 11:2 ) .4 Th e ass s~·mbolizes peaee: if .Jo11athan 
hail 1·011H' Oil horseback. h e woul1l haYc ellt 1•rel1 th e holy eit~· as 
a wanior ( J/i1' . -11: \\T 1% ) . ~\ patrioti e poet rna~· w1·1l haw 
giY1·n .Jonathan tht> titlt• ki11y : ..:\ l1·xawler Balas hail liestowe1l 
oil him th1• 4'lllhl1·111s of royally. a p11rple rolie a111l <1 1l i1Hkm 
( J/ ir . . ):;_ ]l, t I . 

B ut if an~· nne h1•sitates to 1·all .To11atha11 a ki11,1/. li1·1·a11s1• 
..:\ ristolmltIS 1 lll-1 H. t'. ) "·as th•· fi rs t of th1· IInsmo111'Hll prilll' l'S 
who ass111111•1l th1• r1•gal titlt'. h1• rna~· r1•atl i11 st1•;1tl of 111iilb·. ki11g·. 
111all1ib-. 1·01111"1·]01'. T hi• stc>111 111lflt1k . to <·n1111 s1 •1. is found 1101 on!~· 

in :\eh .. ) : I. l111t i11 a 1111111\wr of p;1""ag·1•-.; whi1·h lnn-1• li1·1·11 
rnisinkrp1·1 ·t·~·t1 ( .JD L :3-1. ;J-!: cj. alioYc, p. -Vi, a1al .>::.. idilu111( 
milk/'rh. Jin,,, , 10 : 7 ). \\T1• 111<\\' r1·a1l .i11 "t as " ···II : 11///ll1ib·1i/t 
1jt-.~ttrU11i bag-y1~fi 111. her 1·1rn11s1·lor a11tl lwr prinees 11r1· arn1mg 
the heath 011. [' lws m11/l1ib·1i or 1111/l1;b·1i ( se1• D alrnan~s 

ff ijrfrrb11rli 1 fo r Ifrh. j1~ · ,'~· in :2 ~ ].) : l ~. .Judas ~In ecalm.! llS 

and his Yaliant lirntl11•rs 1 · 1•rtai11l ~ · w1• r1· 1·1m11s1·lors of the .Jews. 
:--; i111n11 i-- l'(d l1 ·tl in ] ~I (11·1·. :..! : 1;.-, I/ /)/(/II of ('()/I/ISi'! ( l;I ;,p {301•,\1/' ) . 

1'.. ca sta t1·-.;m<111 (1'/. abo\·1., p. -l~J. 1ul ji11. 1. Similar] ~- \YC may 
]'(•ad i11 Lalli. :..!: r;: // 1 S/J/11'111 ti in t/11 f11ry of I/ is l/'l'Ullt !J1Jlh 
rou11s1lu r 11111! /Jl'i1sl . In this•· 1·a..;1· 1l1e 11•1·m 11rn:· r1 •frr to the 
II1·ll1·11izi11g liiµ·h pri1·sts :1t tlw lll'g i1111i11g- o[ th•· ~fn 1·1·al1ea11 

p•·riod . . Ja-..011 . .\ J1·111·]ans . ..:\ l1·illllls ( EB :rin~ . l 1 1 . 
. Also Ln m. -l: 1:~ s1·1·111s to r1·frr to ..: \ leim11s; 111 th e first 

h1•111is1 i1·h \\... 1H:1~· 1'•'<1d: 1111 - l ,.,;~ J lio((1;1 111-::irll11i ( (!) has 
r.po<f>;1n1' fo r ::r1q{11 i11 , .. 11 ) 1. ~\ ft.or li 11.~-.~1;f,-b·i111 m• Ill(]_\' i11s1•rt 
~1i11n1/111 ( ..f. :~: .->:.! 1. T his 1·011pl1•1 s1·e111s t t> allude ti> tll(_• sixty 
Assidf'aJh who W•·n· slain ( lf i:.! H. 1·. 1 I>,\· ~\ l1·i11111s i11 on1· day 
dcspi1e his sol1·11111 pro111is1·s ( 1 ~ l a1·1· . I: 1:!-h; 1f. ( :.J \··• l. :.!1I 1. 
In th•· foll0\ri11g \'e1·s1~ m· 11111st l't'<ltl 111 · ,;ri111 , 1·x1·i t1·1l. i 11 sft>:1d 
of · 1:~iri111. hli11d. a11d '!n,; f11~·n1i ~rn~-[i1JY1/ '1i ( ..t'. E st. :-. : Iii. 

'l'lit• r1•:1elin!! '11_1ri111 11wy h1• d111• to Z··1d 1. 1 : 11 ( :iho\'1•, p. 1-l"' · . 
Xor do1·s tlw r1·f1·n ·1w1• to propllt'ts i11 La111. :..! ::..!O rnilital e 

against th•· 111t·t>ry of tlw .\la1 ... alwa11 origi11 of tlw 1•l1·gi1·s ( Sltull 

priu;l 1111,/ 11ru11l11 I bf' slui11 in tl11 st1//d11ttrf/ 11j 1/11 /,nnl .1 I . 

IJ .. b. 1111ui . pr11plw1. d1·11otl's 1111•r1•I:· :111 i11s11in 1/ s111 t1/.·, r ( T l I( ' H 
l. :211 1 .. .:\II patr ioti1· p1w ts W1'l'P r1·~arcl1·cl as proplit'ls. \\' llt'll 

'Tiu' Heol1111i11~ tl~P 1i/11111ir for ''''!I a11.J 1'111 8(11111 ; l<f'I' ~[:ax '"ll ''1•111• n
hri111, 1·11 111 Jl 1fl1l11111·r :11111 /', ·r.~1.~1·h,.,1 r ;ul/. ,.,,].:!,I'· ltl. 
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Solon reeite<l an inflammatory poem atl\'Ol'ating the recoYery 
of Salamis from the ::.\Iegarians (EB11 23, 266 ) the J ews would 
li;we r eeeiwd hi s message as a p rophel'y. The Gracchi "·oulcl 
han " b l'C'll l'lassified by them with ::\Iicah of .Maresha, the Prophet 
of the Poor (Jli<: . 17 ) . There were numerous patrioti c poet s 
in the ::\lal'l'abean p eri od (ZDMG 6L 287, l. 7 ) . The majority 
of t he Psalms art• ::\laceabean ( eontrast .JBL :36, 232 ) as are also 
Dentero-Zeehariah aml Ob~uliah (Jlic. 49 ) as well as n umerous 
sections in Isaiah, J er emiah . ::.\Iieah , N ah nm, Joel, and other 
proplwtieal books ( TOCR 1, ~68 ) . 

The sta tcment in Lam. :2: 9 that there "·as no guidanee ( to rft ) 
for .Judah. and that her prophets obtained no vision from .JHVH, 
snits the .:Jla l'cabean p eriod better th an the Babylonian Ca ptivity. 
Ezekiel prophesi.ed after the fall of .Jerusalem ; two eou pl ets 
(Jlic. 30, 11. 41 ) of Obatliah originate<..l about 580; t he first 
chapter of Dentero-Isaiah was written about 540; H aggai began 
to pn blish his poems on Angnst :29. 5:20; Zechariah had his 
prophetic visions on Fehrnary 13, 519 ( JBL :3:3, 161 ) . It is 
t rue that 1 :\lace. 14: 41 states. the .Jews and the priests were 
·well pleased that Simon should be their gowrnor and high priest 
for eYer, llllfi/ there should arise ({ trusfll'Ortby prophet. rfhere 
" ·ere no donht plenty of proph ets and poets in .Judea at that 
ti.me, bnt if one of them had protested against the hereditary 
rul e of th e Hasmoneans, he wouhl not liaYe been r egarded as 
r.wrnc;. The C'lanse €we; mil J. i 1acrr~i1at 7rpo<f,-/JTYJl' mcrroi' has prac tically 
the same meaning as the Talnmclic phrase 'arj ii.if-ia!!ll Elljahu,5 
until Elijah come (B;/b.nm;. :~7 a == B1, 6, 69-! ) or the Lat. acl 
C(dcndas G rn cas aml q1111m m 11/a pr pcrit. 

In the prest·nt paper I cannot discuss the textual details of 
all the .:Jlaeealwall elegies. I mu. t confine myself to a few 
r emarks on the first poem. The text exhibits Yery few sub
sequent a1..lditions," bnt the poetic form has been maned in a 
number of passages by transpositions aml omissions. In seYeral 
eases ill has rnispointed the consonantal text. For m'..§qlt (_l '6l 
pt.fo' <ti in Y. 1-!. " ·hic·h is supposed to mea n Th e yoke of rny 

transgrcss io11s is bound, we must r ead niiqlt<], 'ii.l e p{fo'ai or 
· al-k6l pe8a' ltf. H e 'ms aroused. stirred up. oYer my sins. Kisq(uj, 
is not equiYalent to i(ttJl(tr ( .JSOR 1. 90 ) in Ps. 130: 3: 

" This parallel n-as suggeste(1 b_v Dr . E fros. 
c The last line of v. 10, n-hich Lohr regards as a gloss, is genuine. 
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l m-'i'iy1;116t ti.S11115r f aliti e mi ja· mud. If Thon. 0 Jnn1. 
"·atehest (not est, rnarkest ) sins. \Yho can stand ( in the judg
ment ) ?i a lthongh we ha ,.e in Greek: iypT)yopOut, ir.tµi,\HrOut. 7rpo

vo£'icr0ut and i11 Fr1,1H·h: {Ire ivcill{. Q) renders in L am. l: 1-1: 

f.yprr;opij871 f.r.I. n! 1lcr£{3i/µu ra fLOl'. also 3J has i.:iyi/11 i-it. For bt·-jurj1j 
in the St·l·ond hemistieh m~ must read ttt-ja<]1i. Similarly m· 
JiaYC u{-/u in -! : 1-! instead of lj{-/u (see abO\"C ) . ...:\ fter t1t-jwj1j 
we may suppl,,· lwjt!il-bi. H is ltand was against me or. ratlH·r. 
fell upo11 111( (ef .. Jud.'.!:].); ~ ~ ~-t: 17 ) .~ Th e seeo11d hemi
stiehs of the two followin~ lin1·s of this triplt .. ·t must l•l' tra11s
posed. For i.~f1i rt(jii '([/ii '11l -r:111J1Jiirl. wlti('h is s11pposl•d to 1111·1111 
thry ( the sill:-. ) on ll'f(ltt/1(1! 011<1 cu111r llJJ 111w11 lll !J 1uck. we 
must n•ad 1Jlli-fi.~t1ir/!/ 'r)l 'a l-('Ol}~/lirl. Ct yok1• was knottrd on rn~· 

11eC'k ( .JBL :~G. '.!:i'.! ). ~~T. isttrl[j 1111·a11s to br k11ottul. and 
isfa1T1lr/ sig-11ifies to br l1!1n11 ss1 ti. ~ r1·111krs ltl'l'l': isf tr if/( 1( l 

11irc/~1 ( hi 1 '1r l-i;<1~1 ' (1t , ri. his yok1·s \\"PJ't' har111·sscd on 111y nl'c·k. 
Thc· reacli11gs proposPd "·'· J>r:L·I ori11s <111!1 n11clcl1 · are 1101 satis
fa('tOl'y. Pra·tori11s (Z.\T Li. J-1-l ) 1·1111·11clrd: .Xi1r~1i · o/ 
p{~a·1/!'. bt-!1uj1ii i.~f1irtr/1( . tltl' yoke of 111y sins is rna tk hr·avy. 
thc·y a1·1· i11t1·1'1;11·1·d witlt 111y lrn11tls; a11cl J-;ucld c· n·11clers: A 
ll'al cli 11·11::: k11il 01·1 r lll!f sins. i11 !!is /1111111 thr!J i11tcrlaccd thr111-
sr: frrs, thry 111111111t1il 11s 11 yokr 11po11 111y l/(/'k. 

111 \". ~fl fR poi11ts 11111ni 1111tr i {i. f ha\·1· grieY011sly r1•bl'll<'d. 11111 

(6 r.upur.LKpu(1·ol'<T1L r.up E r.LKp•~1·8111· clt·ri\'t•d I ltC'St' fo1·111s fro111 11/lll'lll', 

to lie hitti·r; :tl~n ::iJ ltas 1111111rit 111/i111 jJ/11111 s11111 : so we• 11111st 
point 111 1;/'I; 111,;r i!i . l was so1·1· f•111l1ittc-r1·1l. fR ltas oft011 111is
poi11t1·d i11t1 ·1·11al passi\·1· fon11s (.JBL :~ -L .)~; :L), '.!~.-,; ... \ .J~L 
:~:!. 70~) ) . I11 ~yri:lt'. 1111/1.,-i is 11sc·d as tilt' J>a'1•l ol' 11rnr ( r ) to 
UP hitt1·r. If W•· Jw-.ital1· lo 11ss11111t· 1111· s11111t· lllt'taplastic· for111a
t io11 in a lat•· 11. 1-lU ' ~la1·1·alte·a11 p111·111. \\"t' 111a,\· n·ad 111,;n;,. 
111 1; r1/rti, altlto11: .. d1 par;idig111 <: i11 ( ;]\ gi\'t• s1;~11/~ as i11f. ;il1s. 
Pc)' al. 

7 .-\ f t l'r J;i i11 lli1• ful111wi11i..: \ 1· r~•· \\ 1• 11111~1 i n~n l i111 . wlii1 ·li d ro1 •1••·d 11 11 1 
owinc to t li1• f11ll11wi11:.; • i1umi~·1/, :ind for li1.11.111r1· 11 1• 111 11~ 1 r1•:id l1iij1', T h1111 

nrt J•rni!'"d: 1(. 1· ....... 1i: .-,. 1;; ::11: J11: " " : 11 I I; 11.i : l'i. I " ; lh: l 'i . I' : 

I ~. :l -. : 11;.:..:11; 1·1111trn ... t .\.J:-: t. :..:. 111:..: 1·ifto.J in ]l 1•li t z,.i 1·h ·~ /' s1tl111111·. I'· 
i.J -. ). F or tli•• li11:d .\ lt•)'li 1·1'. i• .\1111111", J·:1·1·l. -. : I. 

• T iu• orici11al 11w:111i11c of /111i1i ( _ /111 j1j 11 /1111.iiia; t'I· .. \ raJ.. /11i 1i11/i, 

!ll'q•on t = S _vr. /111.iui, .J.\(JS :.:..:,II , 11. :,!! I '"' ( 11 /11/I ; l'f. 1111r 111 /,, (.,/ { 

and Syr. 11 if1il, 111 fall 1111 1, liaf'l'•'ll, 01·1·11r 1 Huth :i: I " : ,· ~· tip111ll il11&111 

T iu• lllf'ani11c of ~111l-t11•111;/ '11l1ij j11,_1 / 11/11.11' 1 l·:z,·k. ":I ! j.,. ditTn1·11l 
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rl'he emph atic inf. ahs. or l'Ognate aCl'HSatiYe (GK §§ 113, 
w; 117, r; \Y<lG 2. 3-1- ) has often been omittt•tl h~· the seribes; 
in v. 9 c. g. "·c nmst read: yat-tcn] rii<_lf p(lu ' Im, lit. she came 
doil'n in an prodigious dou..rncomc. Similar!~· "·c haw in the 
correct text of Is. :32: 19, " ·hich is an illustratin' quotation (BL 
~6: J/ic. :rn, 11. 40 ; -10. 11. 40 ) to Y. 1-1 : tit-iurrt<_l be-riir]f 
ha-' /_r, 1t-ljt:-(n"jlti tisprll ha-lulr, The cit~· will fall <lown in a 
downfall, and the monnt wi11 be ntt erl~· ahasell. \\Te find the 
same construction also in 1. 7 of the l\Ioabite Stone (EB 30-15 ) : 
I fra 'Cl a 7.Jar;_l lilj6g 'olrim. Israel " ·as destro~·ed " ·ith an everlasting 
clestrndion. 

In v. 7 .iR has r1lrlm. enemies; but we must eYidently read 
re'1m . friends. associates, allies (c f. JBL 36. 2;53 ) or re'eha. her 
allies: Iler allies scnc hc1· and laughed ovel' ha extermination 
(cf. v. 19 ) .-For the addition rrl' <(, aft er riisf. net , in Y. 13 cf. 
Eccl. 9: 12.-The gloss ril eb·fm after the emphatic lfl. Yerily, at 
the beginning of Y. 12 may he a corruption of alttl1ii la~em , woe 
11~1to you. L It is spell ell " ·ith a final Al eph in 1 S 1-1: 30; Is. 
48: 18; G3. 19 (in 1 S 14: :30 as w·ell as in th e present passage 
this final Aleph ma~· be due to dittography ) . It appears also in 
the form lo with final Aleph. so that it has often been mistaken 
for the negat iYe lo. not (c f. .JBL 35, 289. belmv) . In the Ta1-. 
mud we find llif (.JBL 29, 10-1 ) which is identical "·ith Arab. 
lafta (see I'r01:erbs. SBOT, 51, I ) in which the appended ta is 
shortened from ~wfata- ' llftlii (JAOS 28. 11-1: contrast 35, 
380) .-In the last line of Y. 21 we must read instea<1 of the 
meaningless hc"Q e!a ioni qa1·&fa, Thou hast bronght the day which 
Thon hast called. the imperatiYe lulljl'tt iom ha-11qamtt, Oh, 
bring the day of Yengeance ! 

I append a metrical translation of the first ::.\Iaccabean elegy 
in the Book of Lamentations, with some brief r efer ences to the 
Books of the l\Iaccabces, and a reconstruct ion of the H ebrew 
text. 

hUIEXT.\TIOXS 

I 

1 How l1as she been rna<1e <lesolate, {; 9 

Like a wi<1ow has become the city ; 
A princess o'er numerous regions 

9 1 ).I 3: 45; 1: 3-S. 39; 21\I 5: H. 
10 1 ).I 2: 11; 1: 33-36: 13 : 41. 

that "ITas full of people! [ tions, 
that "ITas great 'mong the na· 
was retluce<l to bon<lage.10 
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2 She is weeping sore in th e night. 
She has no one to comfort her 
. .\.ll her allies11 ha1e forsaken her, 

n·ith t e:11'" nu ho' r c·heeks : 
'111011g nll lil' I' irieuols: a 

ha'"" become hl'r foes .1
c 

3 .Ju•lah n-an•kre• l a way13 from oppre:-:sion :t n•I hea ,- ~- "'·n ·itu•le: u 

She 1lwelt among the h ea th en , 1 ~ l·ut founol llt"i rc' :-t: 
""\11 her pur:suers seize•l upon her1

·: in th e mi •l :-t of hf'r strnit s. 

-! The roa•l!' t o Zion mou rn / ~ 

.\II li l' l' gate;-; arc u11ire• pw11t•' •l. 1
'· 

Her Yirg ill s are ( all J moa nin g , 

5 Iler foes ha n::- bel'ome su prc·m•::- .0 : 

no one c:Ollll' " t•J tlw fen ,...t s :n 
lt er 1· r i•'"t" an• ,..ighing: "'' 
an•l :-h e is in l1itt f' l'lll':- -. 

l11' r 1·111•mi e:- prusper :"-
F or .Jnnr :-on~ly afllide· l hcr-3 

IIer chiJ ,Jren \rent into hon•lage .:~ 

fur hl•r man y tra11,..gre,..sio11 s :: ' 
sulijede•F' to th e foe. 

6 From the mai1l en Zion clepart•' •l 
Il er J• r in ces be t' nm e like ram" 
"\11 of th em went without :- tre ngth~ 

:ill 11 1' he r spl r wl or ;a=7 

tl1at l1a\·1• !'111111.J 11t 1 J•n:-ture ; 
J.,, f11ro' th e )• ll r,...111' r. 

i .Jerusa lem re111 e111l.1ers th e •la."" nf hl' I' 01•1n·essio11,1'3 
"'hr n her J• <'O pl c frll into th e fo ,, ·_, laan•l with 110 (Ill•' tr1 lwlp he\"; 
Her eous i11s11 saw hc"r nn•l la ughed 

S .Jeru-.al em sinne•l grienJ11,... ly, 

"\II that honore•l ht>r ·k"J •i se• l her 
Sl1 e , t oo, was sighin .!..!' an•l mou rning 

o '"r hl' I' (• xt1•r111i11ation. 

~,~h <' l1<'t a11 11• :1 Yngahon•l: 13 

wh<'n th e~· ~a,,. h<'r shame;:~ 

an•l t urn ing' l•a•·kwarol.3
'' 

u Th e 1w i1 . .dtl1o rin!..!' t rib•' "'· <':->}'P l'. ially th eir E.Jnmit r. a111l ~\mmonitc 

eo11"i 11..:: f' j . th l' ..\l :1t·1·:ilH··an •ll'1111111~ ia t io11 (1 f E· l11111 i11 .\111. 1: 11 ( .JRL 
3;) , !?f1(1, an·l 1>:111. 11 : -11. 

i: 1 ..\[ .i: 1-1.i: l ~ : Ii: :: ..\[ F t: I .I; p,.., -. ::: ::- !•. 
13 I ::'ll I: :: -. .. :;:; ; :2: ::-.. :.:!•: !•: :;:; . ti:2: :2 ..\I :i: :.:;: Jn : ti. 
1

' l ..\[ 1: -11 fj I : ::! ..\[ fi : 1-11. 1 .... ; 7: 1- 7. 
i-; n ~[ l.J: 1 : 1 :\I ;; : !~. l.J. 
1'' ] ..\[ ;j: 1-1 ti: :.: ..\[ I:.:: :': . ·I: I'"· ... ~ : ~: !I. 
17 Th r.y oli·l uot look ga~· :rn• l j•Jyou"': 

3: .;.1 . 
d . . J.\1):0-: 1 ::. II. :: 1 [lll tl 1 ..\I 

IA I 

I) l 
..\[ 

..\[ 

1: 
] : 

:)!I; 

:: 1; 
o·f. I >:1 11. ; : '..:.). 

10 : ] fl, 

..\[ 3 : );j : 1 ..\[ :.: : H: ~~ : ;j I : ;- : ::Ii. 
:1 I 
,., 1 

..\[ 

..\[ 

:.!: 

fl: 
'· 
~~ . 

n 1 ..\[ 1: tj L 

:. l ..\[ l : 11 -1.i. ;:; :: : " ..\[ I : I :: -1 7 : 

Han . fl: 5. 11. l G. 
u 1 ..\[ 1 : 3 :?; cf. al~n :: : 11 . 
2~ r '(. BL -lfi, n. :i; f:'.~ t. :.:1;. 
2~ 1 ..\[ I: !? I :.:::. -If•: :2: !l. 11. I :.: . 
~ l ..\[ 1: :? fi t. . 

.. : 17 : Ii: I ~ - iii: 

~cf. s 11 11. :.:1 •. 1 : z11.'.H; •ii, ~ "' ·'· 11. l!•: 11:c1 •. :.:: 1.-.. 

' : 1-. . 

"' The c· on dit ion" WP!"•' "'o fri1.d1 tf 11 l t hat .. 1w d1 1•11 l 1:11· k i 11 .(i .. !.!' ll .. I. 

. , ... ,,_. rf. 
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9 lkr tilth clung to her skirts, 
So she h::Hl a stnpendons c]own fall31 

,fHYII behel1l her oppression, 

10 The foe spreacl out his hancl 
\\Then she herself saw heathen 
\Yhom Thou forballest for eYer 

she remembered not the end;. 
() [·when the enemy prerniled.] 

(but no one el1eerecl her. ) [] 

o'er all her treasnres,32 

enter her sanctuary,33 

to enter Thy church.34 

11 All her people are sighing and groaning mHl asking for bread ;35 

They gaYe their most precious posses- oto sustain their life. 
Oh, see, 0 JHVH, and look; [sions I have become vile. 

12 Yerily,e all that pass by, 
If there be any grief like the grief 
·wherewith Jnnr afilicted me 

13 From His holy height He sent fire 
~.\n evil net H e spreatl for my feet, 
H e made me a desolate ·waste 

look ye, and see 
intlietecl on me, 
on the llay of tHis wrath.30 

into my bones and chastised me ; 
turu ecl back my appeal; 
ancl faint for all time. 

14 Ile was aroused o'er my sins, al!Cl His hand fell upon me: 
..:\ yoke3

' was tiecl to my neck, () [ which I cannot resist;] 
In the hancls of the foe H e17 gaYe me, ( n·l10 shook my strength.)[] 

};) The Lorcl cast off within me 
H e callee] against :rne a league38 

Th e Lorcl trocl th e winepress39 

16 For th ese things {mine eye weeps, 
For far from me is th e ·comforter 
)ily sons ·were horrifiecl 

31 Deut. 28: 43. 
32 1 111 1: 23. 

all my mighty men; 
to shatter my young men; 
for the virgino Judah. 

an.JK is dropping water, 
who might restore my life. 
when the foe prernilecl. 

33 l 111 1: 21. 31 ; 4 : 3S; 2 ).I 3 : H; ;): 15; 6: 4; H: 31; cf. Dan. 
S: 11-13; 11: 31. 

34 Lit. assembly, congrega tion ; cf. Deut. 33: 4 a11cl Acts 7: 38 (AV ). 
See also Ezek. 44: 9 anc1 the translation of Ezel:iel, in the Polychrome 
Bible, p. H!3, 1. :2i. 

33 l ).I 6: ;)3 ; 9: 24 (contrast EB 2S54, 11. 1) . 
3Gl ).I 1: 64; 2 ).I 5: li; cf. ZD).lG 61, 286, 1. 29; also Dan. 8: 19; 

U: 16; 11: 3G. 

"' 1 .M 13 : 41. 
"' Lit. 111 ecti11u; uot a fes tal meetin g, !mt a coalition ; cf. Ps. 83 : 6. 
3~ ·we shonlcl say now, H e bled lier 1chite (French saign er a. blanc). Cf. 

Is. 63: 3 (.JHlTC, Xo. 163, l'· --HI ) and Pur. 51, :J~; Est. 30, below. Duke 
rlrich of \Yiirttemlwrg ( HU '> -1550) says inc.'.?.) of Hauff 's Lichtenstein 
'llith referenee to his enemiPs of the Swal>ian Leagne ( ED11 28, S58a): 
I ch will kommen mit schrecJ..:lid1cn Trin zcrn, wnl sie trcten und keltem uncl 
iltr Blut r cr::apfrn . 
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1 i Zion s1•rea•l forth her han1l:;,+• 
JH\'JI liaolt' .JaeoL ':; ne ighloor:; 

.Je ru:-;alem became 

l~ JHYll, my l;o.J, is just: 

H ea r ye, all ,Yl' l•L'O!•le:;, 
~Iy Yirgins a11.J my yout h s 

19 I called t o all rny fril'nd:-::, 11 

[ her: 
lout tht' l't' was nn Olll' to eomfor t 
to be lit'r foe:;, 
au outt-a"t am ong tht'm. 

f rt•l1eJ )1•ol 'g:1i11"t 1J is \YUrol. 
I 11•!11 old my grid ! 

went into ra ptiYity. 

lo11t all of th 1•111 t':tilt• •l nw. 
E,·en my 1• r it' st,.: an•l mi11e 1•],J•' rs ]•• •r i,.:hcd i11 tl1 e eity: 
Th ough th1•y t ril'd t o ti111l fond f11r th em - to ,.:u:-tain tht•ir lifl'."" 

[ st•J Yl'S 
~fl ~ l'I', .fl!\"11, hfl\\' 11 f :1 111 ill .}j ,.. ll't'S'-, 

~ T y h••art was tn rne11'"1 witl1i11 me, 
""itlwu t the sword ]11_•r t>:1n•1], 

~l 011, l11•:tr , !tow " I am si!,!hi11!,!, 

. \II 111 i11c 1•1u•111i l'"' l1 ear1L\ tltat Th1111 
Oh, l1ri11g tht' day of Yt:>11gt'a11.-.', 

.\ ~ Th on lta:-t .}0111• tn lilt' 

~Ty sighs and g-runn:-; :1r1• 111:111y, 

( a ) i 
( ·, ) " 
l 71 J ll 
( \ 1:.!l 

all lt1•r ]'l•·:1,.::111t tl1i11i:" llt:it W•'l't' 
tlwr1•f1JrP. l o ) ll f11r t'1111d · ~ 
tl11' Lo rd • 11 • 1:; 111:iiof1·11 
t Ill'." r1•jui1·1• 

my 111i11.J i,.: t r11u lolc1l: •~ 

I \Y;1,.: :-;or•' emloittcrc.J . 
within tlt1•r1 • is lll':1th. 

then• i-: 110 11111• tn comfort rne • 
!Ja,..t 1·aust••I 111y mi:-t•ry ... 

let tl11•111 f:tn' likt> lfll'! 

fur :ill 111y tran :-;g r1•,.::-i1J n,.: . 

:rnd 111y l1l'art i,.: f:1int. 

i11 ti111 1•s .. r olol ( 1:il a11d l1itt1•r11•"" "' "'· 
I:.! woo• unto Y1111 ( _\) th•• l.la z1• uf 

I t 111; i ( I\ ) lllilll ' t'.'°I ' 
1µ. 1:.!:.! :ill 

•· II1 ·l.J 11]' llf'r 1•:tl111-.; i11 :111 a1·1·•·:d fur 11 1er1·y. 1 f. th1 ' ill11"trati1111~ in 
Ba:·.JPk 1~r·s F.•1.111•r 1}!1J1. I'· l:o:x,·ii : 1 '11/11·1!' J: i /11·//1.ri/:1111· 1 )! 1] :.! ) 

{'· -. 1. Thi • li11lolin:..:; 111' 111' th•• "1"'11 11:1111!:-; indi<':1 t1 •o.; :-;1l!'l't'lld1•r ' .\ r:ilo. 
1sl1i111 1. 

" I 11 a 1111111l11·r 11f 1•:1:--.:i;..:1•-. 1 1 ._•/. 1 :-.; l l: :.!!I /. i 11lt':111:-; /,,,,,.: .. f. 1 ;, ·n11:1n 
ll'i• Iii:•' :111ol /,1111". I 11 .\ "." ri:t 11 I 111• I'•'• liq ·lio·;tt 1•ol /:i-1.-i is 11,..1•d i'11r J,.,,,. 
KB 1;, :.!I:.!, I. 1-...:: ' · 

"' I. it. 11"11., /• r111• 11(1,/ 1 •·I° .. \ r:1111. l11i111,-,i, '"illf' ' i.•. :1:..:;it:1t1•ol , :-tirr··d "I'· 

:;.lh:1k"'l'''!lr•· ,..;i_v-. • .I/ 11 1111111/ "' ,,.,,,1/,/, ,/ /1/.. 11 ·' """'''"' ..,,;,.,., ./. 

~, Tlii~ ol<11·..; 1111t rf'f'1·r t11 :1 ,.,., 11l-.i1111 11( f1·1·li11:..:. l•11t it 1111•:111-. ,,.,,, ,., ./. 
" l-'11r tl1" , ,,.,,1,.,,,..i,.. 1·f. / •,..,, .,, /, _, :-;1:11T :;1;, 111. 

·· I.I'! it !11· l'•']'t1rkol t11 y11 11 , !1· t ii ).,. l.r1111:..:;ht t11 Tl1y 1·11:..:;11iz:1111·1" '" 111:1' 
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