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JOUR:N"AL OF' IlIIlLIC.\L LITERATURE 

THE PROTOTYPE OP TIIE DIES IRAE 

P .\CL IL\UPT 

.JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY 

The most famous of all medieval Latiu hyums, knowu as the 
Dies lrac, \d1ich is attributed to Thomas de Celano,1 the com
panion a~d biographer of St. Franeis of Assisi, is based on the 
Latin Yersion of Zt•ph. 1: 14-18. The d(1y of u•rctfh in the poem 
of Zephaniah, who may haYe been a great-granclsou of a younger 
son of King Hezekiah of .J ml ah, is the destruction of .J ernsalem 
in :-l86. ~e]mt'hadnezzar 's arm~' besieged the holy city for one 
year arn1 a half. The Egyptians tried to fon·e the Chaldeans 
to raise the siege. but their effort was frnitkss: the Chalcleaus 
r eturn ell and no don ht resumed the siege with ren ewed energy. 

Zt'phaniah 's poem seems to ha\'e been eomposecl shortly before 
the fall of .Jernsalem. Its lrnrdl'll is the same as the prediction 
in .Jer. :3G: 29: The J{ing of Babylon will certainly c01ne and 
destroy this land, and ll'ill rausc to cease from thence man and 
beast. In the _;_\fa<'ealJean hymn prefixed to the Book of Micah 
.John Hyn·anns ~ destmdion of Samaria in 107 B. c. is compared 
to a Yokanil' eruption: .inst as the mon11tains melt under JHVH 

like wax before the fire , the molten rol'ks flowing clown in 
streams of lava like a waterfall~ so IIyrl'anns poured the stones 
of Samaria dmrn to the rnlley (Jlic. 58 ) .~ In Zeph. 1: 15a the 

1 Diell after 1253. Celano is a town of the Abruzzi, 73 miles E of 
Rome. 

~ For the alJhre,·iations see aboYe, lJ. -L'5.-ET = Eipository Tim es.

FY= Floril e[1 i11m M elclziur de rog iic (Paris, 1909).-JV =The Holy 
Scriptures accordinfJ tn the Jiasuretir T ot, a new translation, published 
Ly the Jewish Publication Society of Ameri<·a (Philadelphia, 1916) .
)IK =)I eyer's G1·osses Konrersations-Laikon (1D02-1909).-)ILN = 
Jiodern La11g1wqe Sutes (Baltimore).-OC = Th e Open Court (C:hicago).
RB = Hiehm-Ba: thgen, H a11d1cort er lmcli des lJiulischen .d.ltertums.
TAOC = Actcs du Scizil~me Con£m~s Intenw tio;wl d es Orienta.listes 
(Athens, 1912).-UG = lTngnad-C.iressma1111, Dos Gilgamesch-Epos 
( 1911 ) .-YB= Tl:e Holy Biulc, editul ·1rith r11riow1 renderings and read
ings by Cheyne, Dri,·er, and San1lay (Lon<lon, -Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
1 SSS ) . 
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da!J oj wrath is ealled a il11y oj blorf' 111111 ror1ri11g whieh tlc•notcs 

the snht1·1Tanco11s rumbling prt' l'l'tling or al'eompan~·ing au 

ca rthqnake. :1 'l'hl· so1111d of !ht tn11111)1 t n11d thl' .11n11f shout 
whil'h made the walls of .f Prii·ho fall tlo\\"n ( .Josh. (): .) ) referred 

orig-i11ally to th(' sn111l' plll·11011w11u11: tlw stat1' 1111•11t that 1he 

tr11111peh \H'l'<' hlO\nl by t!JP prit".;h. and that tlH· JH'op le s houtl'tl. 

repres1·11ts a Iatt>r t•mlwllish111vnt ( BB :)ti:!: J/ic. ;)7. t) . 
~eisrnit· 1·Htastrophes \\"1'1'1' l't'l--!C1l'd1•d ;1-.; a ma11 ifrsta tin11 of 

diYi111· pmr1·1-. \\.h 1·11 th1· Law \ras g-iw11 at .:\fo1111t Sinai. in 

11ortlrn·.-st1· 1·11 ... \rnlJ ia. tht>re \ms ;i Yol1·<111il' l'l'llption l'OJ11 l1 i11ed 

with an 1•;1rthq11<1k1• ( .J.\()~ :) -L -t:2.l. 11. 1~ ). An earthq11ak1• is 

said to haYC' 111·1·11r1·1·d al th1· tlvnth of .J 1·s11s 011 tht· 1· ross Platt. 

:!7: .i} . \\'p 1·all <lll o\·1·nrlwlrni11g- a1·ti1111 of 11at11ral fo1·1·es 

( F r1·1lt'l1 f 1JrC1 m11j1 11r1. Lit. 1·is 11111,ior ) an 111'/ 11/ Uuil: the 

lI1·lir1·w J'l'ga r1 l1·1 I a 1·<1 t ast l'nJ dw as a I Joy 11/ ./11'11 •1 h. Orig:i rn1 ll~· 
this t1·rm had i1n l's1·l1atolllgi1·al sig11ifi1·a111·t> ( .J...\O~ :-:-t-. -t-1:3 ) 1 

j11s1 a-.; th1· t1·1·111s 111'/ uf (/ oil 01· 111111i1· ha\'1• 110 J'1•lig·io11s 11wa11i11g. 

Tl11·11 pl 1;111i1·s ar1· as..,1wia11·d in ()'J' \\'ith Yo!t·a11i1· 1•n1ptin11s. 111 
tht· alpl1<1lH·li1· ps; tl111 }H'1•tix1·d to tlw )~nok ol' ).'ali11111 \\"t• J't>ad 

that .J 11n1":-; wrntl1 fos1·s nil tlii11g·s likP 1irt'. th(• ro1·ks ar1· t'\'l'll 

set blazing·: th•· 111rn1111ai11.., 1p1<1k1• lll'J'o1·1· llim. tl1e hills at 011n' 

star! 111 toll1·r; lilt' 1·;1r1h l1l'f11r1• ll i111 1·r<1slil's. tht• tll',\' ];lilt! n11tl 
<ill th1•J'1·1111 1hr1·lli11!!: \\·l11 ·n 111· s1·11lils at th1· sP:t. it is :1rid. a11d 

all lh1• l'i\"t'l'°"'I <ll'P l'] llJ1 ti1•1l ( _\'11/,, •°' ). 

a !11 Syria•· tlii-. rt1111 l 1li11~ 1111i"• ' fro111 thP d<' 1•tli of tl11• t•arth i~ ··all1•tl 
~11rr1i81i wlti1·lt dPnot••, a],., tl11• rn111 l1lin;..:- 1111i,-" 1·:111,- .. '1 l1y wind withi11 the 
inte-.tillt>!'i , i. 1·. l1nrl1t1ry:.!'11111,, 111'1 ,.,., ,,if11s 1·1111,-is · - /•' rli/11111. 7Topo~ ( • .\.JST, 

:21j, :! 1. ( 'f. ~opAop1··1 ~= J]1 •l 1. 1; rii· 1i :ind •/1w1•r, Toil {jw7µvt~ '/•ii n1 ; .~ !/ a'..lrj/ 1 
EzPk. ::: J:!: abo tlw l'auli11•• {jci\7T,·1£ 111oil <I T l1t'""· I: ] Ii ) a11 1) tli1' l11 •;.:-i n-
11in~ of t 'ha111i..;:-11 '" ]•t11·111 /J , 1· S /11r111 : /J , 11 s/i/11·11 S1 ·/111ss r/1rrl1111k /111 X11 rht 
1lurc/1dri11!1(11 ; /J 1s /J 1111111rs .... :,/11111//,,-/,,111 1\\' Z l\.\I :!:: , :: iii ). 111 l·' rt>111·li 
:·011 "':IY /drz/ t/1· /1111111 ,.,., and 81111 1·1·/11/11111 ./1 /r,.111111 /11. 

'Crrntra-.t I·:. S1·lli11, /1,,. 11ll/1s/11111111//i,./11· / ',-,.11l11/1s11111s ( J!IJ~ 1 l'· ,";!l 
and I'· ii~ oJ" .I. .\I. I'. S111 itlt ·,. 1·011111w1it:iry 1111 .\ l:ila•·hi ( l t ' I ') . .\lal. 
3: !!::. :!I and J! I. :.!ll ari• l:1!1•r addi1i1111~ to ::: I a11il :;, Tl 1t• 111 1ss11u11·r i11 

.\lnl. ::: 1 j., l·:zra 1.1111"1 ', .'\fJ. ::11;, ]'· ~7' 1 • .\l:il. ::: ~:.! j., :1 111 i:-1'la·· ··d 
~los-1 tfJ ~: ~ .. in"! a" o; 1/1',1111 ;:,, lrri Ta ,- >e11 .. iw,· •'•ui:.w aftPr tliP t it l1• 11111 . .;,;,1 

e/. J.~ra ·n l11~-i11tf 11111/'11!.-ti, tl1P 11ltPra11···· 111' tl11• 1;.,,i of l !'ir:1•·l tlir1111gli ll i:-i 
ffiC'!'iSl'll~•·r ( dl&1ir is a ~lo..;.; lo 11111.~ . .;,i, a11d / 11/11.11; a ~loss to 1 /) j., :i 111i:-1-
]'la1·1•d glo:-<s 111 ~: ~ ( 1·( • .IHI. :: ii, 11" ·· \'11r j.,. ii lr11t• 111:11 . \ 11111~ .11\L 
;:;,, :.! ._; ) is !Ill' 1·r,.:il11r of tl11• 1•tl1i1·:il 1·11111·1•11ti1111 o!' !Ill' d:1y 111" .111 \"ll: 1111• 
tctrasti1·h ..:\ 111 . . ): J._ ~'' j., a ;.!'lfJ"'" to": I .. -.. "· !r. f '(. 1 ... 111\\" I'· 1.-,::. 
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At the terrible ::\Iessina earthquake on Dec. 28, 1908 the sea 
retired, antl then a great wave rolled in (EB11 8, 819a). In the 
case of volcanic activity on the sea-floor shoals of dead fishes 
may float around the center of eruption (EB11 28, 1S8b). 
Therefore Zephaniah says: 1 'll sweep away all, says J ahveh, 
frorri tlze face of th e land: man and beasts, and bfrds of the afr, 
and the fish of the sea.. The terrific heat and the dense clouds 
of smoke ascending from the burning city will driYe the birds 
away. Also the day of clouds and fogs, the day of darkness and 
gloom, in the fourth he.s:astich alludes to the conflagration of 
the city, and in the last line but one of the poem we read 
that the "·hole land \vill be devoured by the fire of JHvH''s pas
sion (cf. .J er. 34: 2. 22 ) . In the seventh year of the reign of 
Herod (31 B. c.) there \vas au earthquake in Judea, which 
brought great destruction upon the cattle in that country (EB 
1150 ) . A large earthquake may entail a loss of life greater than 
that \Yhich takes place in many wars ( EB11 8, 82-!b ) . 

Zephaniah says, Jnnr has prepared a great feast and invited 
His guests, 1~. e. the wild beasts and birds of prey, hyenas and 
rnltures (cf . . Ter. :1-!: 20 ) . Ziilj~i denotes a slanyliter, and a 
slaughter is a sacrifice and a feast (EB 4217, 42 ) .5 H1'.qdis 
qeru '{(!! means literaJly Ile has caused those iohoni H e has 
in vd cd to be clea11: Assyr. quddus1t is a synonym of ell u, clean 
(BAL 10-!. i i. 2; ... Y umbers. SBOT, -!-!, 3-! ) and Arab. q(tclusa == 
f alz ura.. If a man is im·ited t o a feast, he cleans himself. Here 
the vultures and hyenas prepare themselves for the fe:;ist: they 
preen their plumage aml whet their )Jeaks; grind their teeth 
and lil'k their ehops anil pa,Ys. The Chakleans are not the 
i1wited guests; they are the slaughterers and carvers. Gr o
t i us (16-!-! ) c:orrcctly said: Co11vivae hie sunt a1:cs. ct f erae, 
ct canes. Hi~ also r eferred the visitation of the sons of the king 
and all the princes to the e.s:ecntion of the sons of Zedekiah and 
the high officials at Riblah, i. e. Arbel near l\fagdala at the 
northwestern end of the Sea of Galilee (M £c. 29, IL 37; .JBL 
3;), 287). 

5 In certain parts of Germany (e. g . in Leipsic) the killing of hogs is 
called Schlachtf est, just as in certain parts of England the killing of the 
family-pig is knon-n as hog-feast. In Augusti-De Wette 's Die Schriften 
des A lten T estaments (Heidelberg, 1810) Schlachtfest is used in Zeph. 1: 7. 
8. J. D. Michaelis (1779) has Schlachtfest for Heb. ziig~i in Is. 34: 6. 



HXl"PT: TIIE PROTOTYPE OF TII E DI ES JR_\E 145 

The Yiew that Zephaniah 's poem prelli cts the destruct ion of 
Jerusalem in 586 was adrnnced also (1782 ) by .J. D. :Jiiehaelis, 
although C. F. C ram e r (177.S ) had suggested a r eferen ce to the 
Scythian inrnsion, and (1828 ) by the Catholic theologian J. A. 
Thein e r. Kuni g in his Einleitung ( 190:3 ) assigns the Book 
of Zeph aniah to th e Lleead aft er the death of Josiah in 609, but 
pract ically all modern exegetes beli eYe that the Day of .JnYH 
in Zephaniah refers to the inroad of the Scythians c. 625. 6 The 
Scythians. howeYL, r. " ·ent along the :Jie<lit erranean. they did not 
inYade .Juc]ah: ancl. evrn if they had attempted to besiege 
J erusalem. the 1·ity wouhl not haYe been fright en ell: it took t11e 
Chaldeans a y ear and a half to r e1l uce the city; Titus' great 
siege in 70 A. D. laste<l 143 days (DB 2, 5SSb) . EB 2417 says: 
The whole Ju<lean plateau is isolated, and Jerusal em commands 
it: army after army of the great empires crossed the plains 
below. and left this mountain town alone; EB 2-126 we read: 
Alexan1ler ( EB 11 15, 392b) is not likely to ha Ye turned back 
from Uaza on .Jerusal em with Egypt still unsubdued . . . The 
struggles between Ptolemy and Antiochus for the possession of 
Palestine appear to have been limited to the seaboard. 

T he Sl'ythians would not ha Ye been able to capture Jerusalem, 
although the inhabitants were no longer faithful worshipers of 
.J1ff 11: tlll'y had adopted the Babylonian worship of the stars, 
esp c1·ia1ly of th e Queen of IIeaYen (Qi 11 /3u<T [,\unm Toi· oi·pu1·011 , 

.Jer. -l-!: 17 1 i. e. 1st ar- \~en us; instead of b1:- mnlk1i m, referring 
to r{~(i lws-;rw1.1/jm, in Y. 5 we must r ead bt-rnalka{1/ni. They 
had adopted also foreign raiment and forr>ign superstitions: 
they leaped over th e threshold , as th e Philistines did ae<'or1ling 
to 1 S ;j: ;), Jn Syria it is still regar11ed as unlueky to tread 
on a thresholil; in upper Syria the bride is sometimes earrieJ 
across th e thrcsholll by the friends of th e briJegroom.7 The 
sons of the king and all th e priuccs in .Jerusalem p erpctrat eJ 
,·iok·nee an tl fraud, 1lcfili11g th e house of th eir Lord ( .Jer. :14: ];). 
11. lb ) . 

• F or the S1·y thian s rf. Al es Ilrdli i'·ka, The R nrr.rr of Russw in Smith
scmian Jl iscellancou.<J Collation.rt, Yo!. ::i!l, X o. 11 ( .March, 19Hl ) p. 3. 

1 See En 5061. ~- Kl o!<tor m a nn 'H reacli11~ sipp im in!<tead of si'ipp im , 
1 K 18 : 21 ( JBL 17, 109 ) is impossiLl1• ( seo Jl ic. fl.'; ) . Sip p im wou ld 
nc,·er lta\"C l~en C"orrupted to sl 'ipp im (c f. AJSL 22, l!)i, l. 15; E.rrt. 52, 
l. 12; fil, l. fi ) . Xor ran we adopt Voi::" ol 's (apud Grntium ) i11tl'rprota
tion of Zl'J•h. 1 : f!a, qu i per purtas irruu11t ut L'i cx.~polirnt domo.~ 11lioru m. 



HG JOURXAL OF BIBLIC,\L LITERATURE 

.frrnsalem is doomed: thl're 'rill he a ery from the Fishgate, 
a howl from t ht• seeornl t•ity, i. c. th e 110rthern part of the city. 
The Fishgate in th e middle of tlw Sl'l'Olld nort hern wa11 may 
haw b<.'Cl1 th e E' lltl'aIH•e b~· whieh the rfyrians hronght fish to 
.Jemsakm (Neh. 18:16 ) . ,Jerusal em is defended on the E , S, 
and S\\~ h~· natural fosses ; the attaek is therefore expected 
from the north. Thl're will be a howl from the inmates of The 
P it." i. c. the secondary head of the T~Topcron valley between 
the Past l' l'll and western hills of ,J ernsal em, f)W .. of the rr empl e 
hill (see the maps fad ng EB 11 15, 3:J~ ). All mer chants will 
perish . None will escape; the city will lw searched with a great 
light. Zephaniah is represented '"'ith a lamp in his left hand, 
hut we need 11ot suppose that the Clrnhleans searched the city 
with lights : th e bnmiug honses provided ample illumination . 
The whole city will be a huge torch ( 11crot is pluralis i11 te nsiv us; 
(f) has 1u.ra Avxvov, § ba-sfrllr]li , (!r bt~- 11al.Jnf!;t(t ) . rrhe J ernsa
lemites did not expeet any inten ention of J uvn, they did not 
think that H e could either help or harm them, jnst as Epienrus 
did uot believe in divine in tcrferenee (E ccl . G). They had 
settl ed on their lees. hut uow the bright wine will be separated 
from the deposit, and ,..,.ill be ratked into a clean task: the upper 
st rata " 'ill be dep ortetl, and the dregs will r emain ( J er. 52 : 16 ). 
In .Jer. -1:8: 11. 12 (Jlic. 9-l: ) we read: 

:i\Ioab was <-iniet from its yonth , 
and settl e(l on its lees; 

It was not ponre<.1 from Yessel to vessel 
or filtt_. r ed through a strainer. 

Tlwrefore its tast e 'ms not changed, 
and it s tlaYor not improYe<.1. 

'1111e hemistieh 11or fi ltrrcd through a strain er (H eb. IJ r -lu z1uJ_qaq 
be- mis11a 11 ) has been displace(] in the r ereiYed text b~' the explan
ator~· gloss it did not go 1'.11to e.rilc (H eb. n-"Qag-gula lO haMk ). 

8 Lit. mnrtar ( VHOK ~:::2 ) . \Ve c:lll the p:lr t of th e flo or of an exchange 
n-here a speci:ll kind of business is l'arriell on a pit: n-e speak of a grain
pit or a prorisio11- pit. Formerly the on·hestra or parquet in a theater 
was <lesignated as t l1 e pit. EB 2-112, 1. I says that the second head of the 
Tyropceon is a ki111l of dell or thea t er-:"hape<l depression (cf. ,.;o'i "'A.011, Lat. 
ca.rea) . . John EYelyn uses t ll cuter in the sense of basin, circular reser
T"oir. A hill near Honolulu is calle~l The P unchbon-1. 
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The seeo11d line of the last lwxastil'h of Zcplianiah 's Dies Jra e 
says that the blood of th e inhabitants will he spill ed like dirt, 
and theil' ma1Tow like d1111g. Theil' <kad bodies will eoYer the 
ground like mannl'e. Iu th e lll('clUingk·ss zn1twuim " ·e lllllSt 
transpose th e ~i and m. l'eading l1--111o~ui111, i. e. mo~1. ma1Tow (.hlJ 
21: 24 ) pren·d<·d hy tl1t' emphati e f( . Wl'il~- (.JBL 29. ]()-!; .Hie . 
.JO~ ·; ..A.JP -W. 71. IL ~7 }. 

Zeph a niah\; pcw111 t'Ollsists of tiw hc..'x<1stid1s with :J + ~ beats 
in Cal'h lin e. Th e st iL·hit· a1·1·a11gt•111e·ut in J{itt cl1s H elH·<· w Bibl e 
is inadeq uate·. Tl11_• Yiew that ZL• pha11iah is not a gn•at poet , 
and his st yle prosail' (Heu ss .. ]. ~f. P. ~mith ) is hascd 011 a11 

impcrft>c_·t m1dc•rsta11di1q.! of th• · po1_·111. Only thirty lines in ('. l 
a!'e ge1111ill L' : t'L'. ~- :~ is ~f:t l·t·al11 ·; 111 apart f1·0111 :2: ]-:) \\·liic·li rep 
l'•_'sL' llts a eu ph1 ·111isti1· lit11l'g·il'al app1·111lix to Zephaniah's poc..' 111 
in e. 1 (se1· )Jl')crn·. p. ].I:: 1. 

ZL' pl1<111iah 's IH11·111 111ay lw t 1-;111slt1 tL·d as follows: 

Zi-:1· 11.\:-.:1.u1':-; P1ffP11 ·T 111:-.: •W TllE J)1 ::-;T1ff< "no :-.:- <JI<' .J EBn~ _\L E:\L 

( .) ,-..(j n. ('. ) 

1, ·1 a ) 'II sw1·1·p away all. {says .JJl\"11. } 
from t lil' fa ee o f t Ji p land: r }iS 

: ~ -, ~lm1 and l11·ast. a11do hird:-; of thet air. 
:111d tl1t· fish of t li c· sea. 

-1- I h;1\·1· st 1·1 ·t c·li1·d ()\It rny lia11d :1gai11st .J11eltd1 
a11d 1.J1·1·11s:d 1·1 11 's dw <· ll1·1·s: 

., I ·11 1·11t 011"11 r t1t1_· 11i1111 e of J11 Baal r J 

( ) :tlo11g witl1 tl11 · pri1·sts. (1J 
Thus•· who )111\\"" tu t li t· l1ost of lt••a\·1 ·11 

and .\ ~\\" l';1r liy its cp1t •1·11. 
!j B11t l1a\"1· t11nlC'tl li;11·k fro111 .J11\·11 

µa11d 11:1\·1· 11 ot ..,111q .. d1t ll i1 11. 

11 7 ~ i l1·111·1· Ji,·fon· 1·.J 11\·11 '. 
.J 11\"ll ·~ d;1y is 111•;11'. 

~ .J 11 \·11 has pr• ·p;1r1·d th•· 1'1'<1 .... t. 
has l1idd1·11 11 is ~\11'..,h. 

~ ;i o f ')) Jllllli .... 11 r: [ ti ll' SllllS of tl1t• king ] 
a nd [1 fall tlw prirw1·..,} 

D" \\' Ito ti I I t lw 111111s1· of t li1·i r I ,ore I 
wit Ii Yi ul1·111·1• arid l'r;111d: 
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ga I '11 punish all that leap 
OYer the thresh_ohl,rr 

su .And all that array themselYes 
in foreign raiment. 

m 10 psThere is a cry from the Fishgate, 
a howl from the New Town.r 

11 Ay, howl, ye inmates of The Pit! 
all Jealersv are destroyed.¢ 

12 x With a great torch I'll search 1/- J erusalem 
and punish all lords 

That have settled upon their lees 
and say in their heart: 

J HYII will not do a good thing 
or anything bad. 

13 Their wealth will he for booty, 
their houses ruins.w 

IY 14 JHvH 's great clay is near, 
ay, near and imminent. 

The sound of J HVH 's clay is bitter, 
e'en warriors shriek.9 

15a A clay of ·wrath is that day, 
15b a clay of stress and anguish, 
ma .A clay of blare and roaring, 
15c a day of crash and smash, 
15e A clay of clouds and fogs 
me 0 'er the lofty battlements, 
15<l A clay of darkness and gloom 
16b o 'er the fenced cities. 

[blind men 
v 17 I '11 beset themaa so that they walk like 

when the enemy prevails./3/3 
Their blood will be spilled like dirt, 

ay, their marrow like dung. 
18 Neither their silver nor their gold 

will be able to save them 

9 Dode r l ei n apud Grotium (1776) says: etiam fortissimi anxie clama
bunt. 
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On the day of the·wrath of Junr, 
on the day of Ilis anger. 

[] {The whole land will be dei:ourecl} 
{} [by the fire of His passion. ] 

n He 'll surely work destruction 
on oothe dwellers of the land.EE 

1 .JRVH 's "·ord which came to Zephaniah ben-Cushi bcn-Gedaliah 
ben-Amariah ben-Hezekiah,n king of J rnlah 

3 I shall cut off the men fr om the face of the lanJ,.,, 11 says JHVH 
I shall s"'eep a·way ( o) I shall sweep awa:· ( E) the (t) 4 all of 

4 from this pla1·e ( O) tl1 e rem11a11t of (i ) the parsons 
:i on the roofs ( X) th o:-o v.·ho bowoo to JHVH and 
6 and ha,·e n ot re:- orte.J t o JHnI ( 11) ;- the L ord (0 for 
Sa ant] it will l'Om e to pa ss on the day of JIITII 's feast that 
9a on that day ( p) 10 an1] it " ·ill come to pass on that day, says 

10 the som11] of ( T) a n•l a great crash from th e hills [ JIITH 
11 i•eople (¢) all those that wei~he.J out money n-ere cut off 
12 an•] it will come to pass at that tim e ( {;) accus. 
13 They will bui l•l hou.:-es, but ·will not inhabit them; 

They ,,·il l plant vineyanls, but will not drink their wine. 
17 th e men ( {3{3) the:· sinned against JHVH 
18 for extNmination (n) all 
1 Bow yourselvesanrl ben1] tothcL .ord, ye [ tt ] ~ infulpeuple! 
2 Ere Fate descend upon you like a pere~rine. () ,.K 

3 Seek Him,A:\ all ye hun1ble of the land, perform His oruer ! 
Seek righteou;;ness, seek humility, perhaps ye 'll bo shielu-

C•l.µµ 

1 in the days of Jo,.iah bcn-Am on 
3 that is, tho :1 ( n-icke1l ) ·wi th th e . ruias , () 

5 tho~e who !H H >.'.tr ( 11) 3 who are 
2 .Ere tl1ere ('ome upon you ( the day of) JIIvH 's blaze of wrath. 

Ere there cu m e u pn11 yuu the day of Jahveh's wrath. 
3 J 11\"II ( µµ ) on the <la:· of .Juvn 's wrath. 
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The IIcbre\\' text shou1tl be read as follows: 
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