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SPREXGLI.:-:G : JOEL 1: 17 

JOEL 1, 17a 

~I. SPREXGLIXG 

"Cniversity of Chicago 

Th is verse in the book of .Joel is well known to every serious 
studen t of H ebrew. As it stands it appears to offe r no intelli
gibl e meaning. ~Iany emendations have been attem p ted , most 
of them on the Lasis on th e LXX, wh i .. h on the face of it is sur ely 
no better than the .:Oiasoretic text. T he latest c·ommentato r, 
Jul ius B ewer, iu the I CC', has (·ut the Goruian knot by d~tlaring 
that vc r s•· l 7a is eorrupt bPyo11«l repair and tha t the t rw; text 
is to be fouml in th e four suc·c·c:(:di11:! words. 

It would appear to the wri ter, as if this cou nsel of d espair 
were after all somewhat premature. T hough fully aware of t he 
fact that absolute cer ta in ty can hardly be r eaehed, he thinks he 
has fouwJ, if not the solu tion, at least an approach to a solu tion, 
which he her ewith lays upon the scal es against those previously 
offe red . 

First of all th e LXX neeus closer exam ination , than l1as be<· 11 
commonly gi vcn to it. .:.Ierx 's specious emcnuation i ~' !? for 

i~·Jr (' · i111pro\·(:d · · by :\c·stl«~ - :\owadi: to i t:' Cl.Jr 1 se1:11wc I to 

furnish t}H• Il ehn•\\' basis for the strik i 11~ st at elll(' ll 1 tfTK tpnwa~· 

BaµU.A.w~ i1TL mi~ ¢anat~ auni1· . But this sol11tio11 doc•!-; 11ot ke•· p its 
promise; i11skad of fur11islii11g a kl'y for th e extraordi11ary. and , 
in faet , ra1h er ludi1:ro11s iaKtp;-r;aal' of the f1XX, it !-iir11ply i11tro
<luc·cs this further ('OJT1rptio11 into the I kbrew. T ire expla11atiorr 
of the ''hc:ifc·rs danci1t!/ at their 111 au!.!ers" must be sou~l1t else
wh ere. 

No one, to the writer's knowledge, has yet appli ed tire t 011«·h
stone of the Syriae to th is r emarkabl e LXX rPadi11g. Now the 
P eshito, which here, as elsewlrerc i11 .Joel, is "I(·arly i11tlrrc·rwed 

by the T1XX, reads: .:.71..::.;:J " .-.:.. ~: :..: .. ~:. ''tire lrei fcrs were 

parched at their mangers." It is elearly not arrotlr1·r If «' hrew, h11t 
a <liffere11t LXX kxt, which the Syria''. translat,·s. ~or 1H•0d 011e 
look far to find it. "EuKA.111.rav, aorist of aK[,\,\,,,, is exaetly what 
is needed. It t r anslates correctly the Il ebrl'W i:;'Jl: . I t is 
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a rare word, just such as 'vould appear strange and uncouth 
to later copyists ; yet it was in use in the literary language of 
.Alexandria at just about the time, when the prophets were being 
translated there or thereabout (Apollonius Rhodins, Argonautica 
2, 201, cf. 53). It furnishes a good starting point for the spe
cious icrK{pn7ua11• \Vliat first needs emendatjon, therefore, is the 
LXX text (and with it the grammar and concordance; for 
crK/.AA.w is not elsewhere listed in the LXX Yocabnlary). The 
passage, as r ead by the Syriac translator, was: foK)w;ua11 oaµaAn<> 

£r.( mi<> <f>aT1·aic; avTw11 ; i. e. ( Ilab. :3, 17; Zeph. 2, 14) ii.!f:J.V 
; T 

Oli'.n!Ji~ jin.n .nii!J 
'.' •• T : •· - - T • 

The Ji~°J. translated cf>an17' is, of course, not a simple manger, 

but an enclosure at least partially roofed over for shade and 
shelter; this obviates Bewer 's objection to the Jitltl with the 

" mangers " (on this Jib,! see also the remarks of Nestle, ZAW, 

1900, 168). Greek i7r{ under similar circumstances is not 
wholly unknown to the LXX, cf. Jud. 6 : 11; Exod. 24: 4. But 
the man who possessed a sufficient amount of the Oriental 's 
emendatory ingenuity to read Jiii.tl and O'Jini . was hardly 

T • T : 

the man to read the senseless it.!l .ti cm~.lJ); the emendation 
T : T 

foK{pTTJ<Iai' for foKA7J<mv is exactly the sort of cleverness, which a 

copyist, ignoring the context~ exhibits. l\foreover the Syriac .. ~ 

is llllH.'.h more probably to be traced to Greek f<IKA.7Juav (or 

foKA.0Ka<ILv, possibly ), than to Hebrew i&~J!; for the latter ~ 

wonld mnch more r eadily have come to the trarn:;lator;s mind. 
This much, then, appears to the writer . to be fairly well 

established, that the translator of what is known as our LXX 
text wrote as the Syriac indicates on the basis of the Hebrew 
above outlined. But this is not the end of the matter. 

It throws ns back, indeed, to the very beginnings. For with 
this all probability (if it ever existed), that LXX really had a 
H ebrew text differing from our own, from which together with 
onr own a lost original could be reconstructed, vanishes. LXX 
is merely the first of a great number of similar attempts on the 
part of translators and interpreters to emend away a text, which 

1 j ~ after JilJD is not good Hebrew; but it is found, after all, in the 
text of Ez. 47: lb, as it stands. A noun with preformative -;:, would 
be another possibility. 
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they did not mukrstand. It 1liffers not at all 111 kind and but 
\'CI'Y little in dumsiness from later Yersions. C. g. Srmma.chus: 
YJVPWTLU<H cnroSoxfla a1.o TWI' XPL<TUUTWl' ahwi· ~:;_.A. "':..: I') ::1 ::.-~ ) 
(<-:'!::::......? . whic:h, if it Le, irn.leell, the translation of Yerse lla, and 
if at r ooox€m (1'>=1 ) 2 really i the original Sy11111J<H:hus. seems to 
mean "(the walls of) granari es Jia,·e rotted away with rnonl<l 
from their plaster '' (Oi1'.i'l!JiJ".J < Oi1',injJi:) < ,\ purµ1frw1 ·. plas
ter! ) ; TliC'odot ion: ~jffx_l-1·817a1u· ( ;;-( r !} ouupi.1Ht ui.;w1· 1il'T( r 9'> iy1·t'u;

ai1Tw1·, lwst lt·ft 1mt rans la tl't..l; the Tar6'11m 's ja rcoars 
(j 1 i1t'l~ 1J ".J ) : tlH· duds of Luther . ..:\ \?. H\?, Kautzsd1, ct al . (the 
emendation o;i•:Di . liy 110 111<·1111s orig-inal with ~tein e r. d. f Cr'. 

p. 90. is later obs<·nrl'd by attemptc•tl (·omhination with :i~J~ . 

E xod . ~l : 1 ; Is. ,) ..., : -1, ..:\ral1il' ~ ~~ ) ; etc .. de .. tlow11 to th e 
/ . 

latc·st <'0111mc·ntaries. ~o att•·111pt is mad(• at eomplcteness of 
enllllll'l'at io11. Th e poiut is t lrnt thus LXX .. o far from pr<'sent
ing a<'tual t1•xt11al Yaria11ts. so far from attesting a corrupt 1ext, 
whiel1 ealls for (•111e11ilatio11.- adds trr·11H'1111ous strength to the 
attestation of the ~Iasoret ie text. I n fad , c·o11sideri11g ho1'· near 
in tillle this LXX translatio11 is to .Joc •l himself. it ent s 1he 
gro11lld from 11ncler BP\\'l' l' 's assumption. I CC. 91 , see a ho Ye. 
Of this more anon'. ..1 \ t p1·1·seu t it suffi<·c•s to point ont 1l1at out 
of tl1<· wa,·<·s <111cl wat0rs of two rnillc>11ni11ms of <'011j0du re and 
criti<:is111 the ro(·k of the ~lasorc•tie tPxt. of .J oel 1 : 17 rises more 
firmly fixed than cw1', its 1..aflling s~·111111ct ry u11 manecl . 
Stronw' r than "''r•r is its f'hallc•n!!e, <1Pmancli11g a11 explanation , 
at ](•ast. of its origin a11d P\istP111~e. if w .. he r1~all~· wholl~· u11able 
to find for it a mr·:i11iug- c·o11sistc·ut with ety1110log_v. syntax, and 
ro111Pxt. and not i111·011sistP11t. at least, with l1istoriC"al milieu. in 
so far as this 111<1y 11et'd c·o11siclc•ratio11 i11 s1Jc·lt form as W<' ran 
r<·c·o11str11d it. 

Of brave attempts to 1111cl•·rst:llld thc> tc·xt as it stanch;, it will 
suffi<>(· l11•r{• to l'f'g-istPr two :is s:1rn pl1•s of all. 011f> from an<·ient 
and 011e fro111 111od .. rn 1 i11ll's. Th0 first is that of .J .·rn11H' in the 
\rulgat•'. ..1\ nd what a11 :itte1npt it is! '' < 'olll p11t nienrnt jmnrnta 

1 In thi!! case f:i.nnm:u·hus mu s t have ~u lr..titute• l ,i'"' :>" i :-: for ,ill"'!l : or 
did Symma1· ht1 !'! translate ,ill"'!l by <TT01 .\•ia . '' compone11t elem,.nl!'! c.li sin
tcgratc unc.l c r their }1las tcr covcrin~1 11 ( wlii ch would a ccou nt for the 
apparently disintegrating ~arncn1 that follow), nn•l is <T1ToOo\(ia an i1111cr
Greek corruption! 
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in stercore suo. '' ·whether even for it::~~.V Jerome read it!-'tlJZ. 
: T ~ T 

coniputruerunt ( == Symmachus' 71vpwT{acu.) , as does van Hoon-
acker, may be doubted; more probably he or his rabbis knew a 
root or pronunciation t•J.lJ. current somewhere in their time 
in this meaning, or they thought this the ancient Hebrew pro
nunciation, if they gave it much thought at all. Jii1itl, 
jumcnta, is, of course, perfectly transparent; Jerome lived 
before the days of vo,relpoints, and traditional synagogue and 
school pronunciation would not hinder. him and his friends 
from reading differently at neetl. .1i1tl~.i9, Stercor, sweepings, 

Pual Participle (Siegfried, Gram. der neuhebr. Spr. § 89 b; 
Albrecht, J.Y e11hebr. Gram. § 99 cl, e), is clever indeed; it is the 
gem of the Jerome version. But shades of meticulous Joel! 
\Yhat a hotch-poteh is made of thy carefully planned and well
arranged penpicture: she mules and dung, broken down store
houses, confounded grain, cattle large and small, etc., etc. One 
·wonders, whether a rabbi friend did not try to perpetrate a joke 
on the vain lllyrian. But that ·was well-nigh impossible, for to 
Jerome almost any collocation of words, that collectively meant 
something (or even nothing ?), 'rnuld have been just as 'velcome. 
In witness whereof the doubter is referred to the great trans
lator's allegorizing commentary (:;.\Iigne, PL XX:V, col. 960 ), 
where he not only finds divine sense in both his own and the 
LXX interpretation, but succeeds beautifully in harmonizing 
the tw·o.-Of the stnff of ''hi ch this Jerome interpretation is 
made, hmveYer different the results, are a number of attempts at 
interpretation more or less current in orthodox Jewish circles, 
which can th e more readily be passed over here, because they 
have not found their '"ay to any appreciable extent into modern 
Occidental Christian thought.. 

One modem, seientific attempt, which happens to be easily 
accessilJle to the 'niter ( ~owack, HJ( III, 4, 2. eel., p. 101), may 
be placed alongside Jerome's ancient one. Reidel (StKr, 1903, 
p. 1G7 f. ) reads i1~J.i~. as in late Hebrew, in the meaning 

"broom"; he then equates ~·Jj;~ with Arabic o.1;-~, _;_.1;-~I, "to 

be, beeome dnst l'olored.'' And from these elements he fashions 
his translation': "dusty have become under their (the farmers') 
brooms the grains of corn,'' i. e. the last remnants swept up 
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WCl'C 111ore 1lust an1l dirt t ban 1·on1.'' Arnl t l11·r1'. 1kspite 

fnrtlH' I' efforts lty :\"owal'k1 :\fart i. \'<Ill Hnn11a1·k1 •1·. Dc•\\'(' J', it al., 
we sta11d statiorn11·y to 1 lte pr1·-..1·11t 11101111·111. 

Is tl11·n· a l't'llll'dy '? \\"l11•re l i1·s tl11• fault ? To tlJ1• writ.·1· it 

appears. that th e 1'1101 nf tl11· 1·1Tor ;111111111• 1·1•aso11 for 1li1• i1111,r1ssc 

in whid1 l'OlllllH.' l1tators liaH· lus1 1l11·n1...;cl\·1·-; o\·1·1· tit•.' li1tlt· open
ing- phrase of this \'1•rs1 ·. arc 1·l1·arly n~n·;i! Pd i11 :--1·,·enil of the 

most 1·1·1·1 •11t t·om11w111ari<·s just 1ia111 .. d. :--; i111·1· t lw~· sp0ak in 
al111ost id1·11ti1·al ];r11g'11ag-1 ', /( ' (' 111;1~· lw t;rk1·11 as 1111' r1 ·pr1·...;1•1Jta 

ti\'1 ~ of ;ill. ~ays /( '('. p. !Ill. 1111 \·1·rs1· 17: '' Tl11• >;1·1·011d lialf 

is 1·l1·a1', 1111],,· ... '1'111_· first )1;ilf 1-.. \·1 ·J',\' dii'ti1·rrl1." Tl1<1t tl1is 

stat1·1111 ·1l1 l1id1·:-. ;r s1·1·ioi1s f;illa1·y. rs r1·\·1·:il1·f! "·'· tlw 1·111111 1w11 1. 

p. ·"" ·'-' f.: • · Tlll'l'I' l11• i11g- 11n ln1n·1·sh 1/11 sl11n lir111 s1 s 11ri di[1JjJi 

d11/1 cl. t111 · /J11r11.-.: 11r1 hrub. 11 d ol/'11. \\'1• do 111'1 k1111\\· a11y par

ti1·11l<1rs ali1111t tlw stor1·l1011-.:1·s a11d l1;11·11s of tlw a111·i1·11t .l t·\\·s. hut 

1.·\'i dP1t1ly tlwy \\'1•r1· 11ot solidly l111 il t a11d l1:1d to lw r epai!'cd 

1•\'l'I',\' yt·ar. Tl 1is y1·a1· t lwn· \\"<IS 1111 11s1· f n1· t lw111. Si11f't lli r 

('(Jr 11 l111s f 11 ii ul ( Ii 1. s /11J 11·s sit r111u J • • . " Jr 1 Iii s "se1·011 d Ii a If 

is 1:leal'.
0

' wl1<'111·0 ;ill 1111·...;1· diflic·1il1i<·s ? ( 1 1 'l'IH· word t1<111sl<lkd 

"barns·· rniiiJ•y.) 1 lias fi l's t to lw 1·11wnd1·d ( p. 9U ), so as 1111t 

to be i1s1·lf a ;; ;;-n ~~ ,\c1,;1,c1 ·111· ; a111) (•\'1•11 cts 1·1111·11de11 l,iiiti•.) 1 it 

OtTlll'S i11 liut tw11 otl 1t· r plac·c ·s . 11<1)..!'g'. ~:JU :11111 Ps. ;),I: 1ti, 1Jic 

latkr 111' wlti1·l1 is a!!ai11 a 1'/'11.r : its <'1y111ology is n·ry 11111'1'r1a in. 

a11d it s 1111·a11i11!! is hy 110 11rc ·; 11 1s 1·l1·a1· l11',\·011d a do11lit i11 a11yo11(· ol' 
tlt1· tl11·c·1· pltw1·s. ( :.! ' \\'1 · k11ci\\· 11ot l1i11!.! ;il1ci11t .)1 ·wis l1 l1al'lls. 11111 

a.-,s111111 ~ llllJC'll i11 11rcl1 ·r t11 111;1kc· Otll' t l'illlslat i1111 l1cil1I \\'()ft•)', Ir 
tlw l 1ct )1•sti111·;111 p1·;1.sa1it ·:-. s1 11r;1!!c> f;1e·ilit i1·s i11 tl1<1s1• t i1 1H'S \\'c•r1· 

at all lik1 · th1'.\' <11'• ~ t111l;1y. :111il w1• l1a\·1· r1·;1s1111 111 tl1i11k tllt'y 

\\· e 1·1 ~ \'t•ry 111 111· !1 ;il ikc'. tl w11 1111' "l1i1·f p;1rt 1d' llw 1':11·11lt'1·'s l1ar11 , 

like• l1i s st ;ilil1•. \\·a-.. i11 Ii;.., /111 1/SI. Ir lw l1a.f 111111'1 ' t l1a11 Ill' 1·u1ild 

stow tl1('i' '. ', 1·11\·1· r1 ·cl p its i11 tlw 11p1 ·11 lic·lcls. " wlwat -\r1•lls" ( l1l1. 

na J.J1•t1sJ1t'l'!!1'1'. //1 1 /11 1111111•11fif1 /~'11sf, )~JJ ::. p . 1:1:.! I, SC'l'\'1•d )1is 

)llll 'JH1s1•.: J, ;wk 111' r1·pair 111' llw-..1· l;1ll1·r \\1111111 lw lll'itlH'I' a n·ry 

a1•f. H;rlol1·11~1 .. ·1;..:1·r, '/ /,, / 111111.,,·,,1,1, J-. ,,.,1, /'/·;1.· 1.i s. !~111;, I'· :..:;o :1t, the 
top : ''Tiii' \\lw:il j,.. ":rni•"I l.111111• :111.f 1•111 i1d 11 a ... 111rP ofi,1di11g 1111' f11r1• 
rou111 t'.-11111 11,.. :111!1·11111111 '· ... I'· :..:;11 f.: · · \\'lwr1• tl 11•y li:1\t• 1•l1·11ly or 
Wlil':il, tlll'y ]'Ill it i11 :1 ]' it. (111 11fm11111l 1, \ll1i..!1 j.., 1·11\1'r"ol \\itli 111:1111 a11ol 

cartlt, ~" lli:it. 1 h1• 1'1:11 ·1• 1·:11111111 IH• d1 ·1"1·k·I I'.' :111.' l111oly I\ 1111 ,i,,..,. 1111t k1111\\ 
of its l':\i ... 1••111 ·1•. \\'lw11 1111' \\l11•:1 t j., !11 1 ... 1:1k1•11 111,t, llw 1•it " :11-.· 111•1•111.,I, 
an• air1•d l1y t hnmi:ig a 111111.Jk i11 a11d d1a\\i11;; it 11111 ag:ii11, 1ill tlw 1111xi11u,, 

l lJ 
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scl'ions matter. 11or a VI'!')' 1101 ieeablc fratnrc in the Palcsti11ean 
la]}(lS('<l}W. (:{) Tl! r corn has fai led hidPs a 1wst of flifficnltics 

i11 itsPlf. "Has failed p is <1 vcl'_\ ' freL' rendrring of t.!'°'.~~il, as 
tl1L' pan•111he1il' remark ''( lit. slunrs sl/({mr ) '' ('Onfesscs; RV 
adds another a11Pl'llatin', just as µ:ood 01· het1Pl', "1".i.: withered." 
.All th is fits th(' i11111wtlintc eontext 011ly 011 the very unsafe 

assumption. 1lrnt the tnrnslation of the two prl'L·eding dauscs is 
L'OlTed: in the g eneral eontcxt it is at lwst a most 11rn1eL·Pssary 

l'PlH'1 i1 ion , if not , irnk(•d , an impossil>l<' (•OJ it rndi(·1 ion to VL~rse 

10: ··is witlwn·<l '' fi1s tlH• drnn1h. hut 11ot th u lo(·11s1s ' work of 

Vl'l'St' 10: h('lll' L' the l'hoitL~ of ''has failr(l,'' \\'ltit·l1 is rather 

l<1111l' fur 1he drou1h. 11 ('<Ill lrnrdly he said, 1hnei'ol't\ 1lia1 '' 1lie 
st•<·ornl half." really 1hn•(•-fonl'1hs, of this v1~rst~ is any !Pss 

imp(•1wtrah1e to the atkmpts as yet ma1le npon i1. than the 

introd11dory (• lansr, " th1· firs1 half,'' whil'h is so bla11dly tossed 

illto 1hc strapheap by ICC. Un<ler 1l1f'sC' L·in:mnstalll'CS a fresh 
attempt from a diffeJ'1•nt. point of att<1l'l\: seL' lllS not unwal'J'antcd. 

rrh c present attempt starts from an x hitherto pretty C'Oll

sisk11t l.'' passe(l over as known h er e and elsewhere, and makes 

sL·arl'h for an clement, the total ahsenre of which in the context, 

man·clousl.'' enough, has not hitherto distnrhcd anyone, so far 

as th e writer knows. Yl"rses l:l-20 .Joel is cviLh•ntly sketching 

a prnpidnrc of a severe <lrouth, aetompall.'' ing thr loeust plague 
of vcrsL'S 2-12; tlw l'Onn1erpart of n•rses };)-20 in l'hapter 2 are 

n·rsPs 21-~7. years of co1Jio11s rni11s and 11l1•nty. Now wherever 

else i11 1lw Old T1•s1amP11t ( <'. ~· Amos 4: 6-S: .Tl'l'. 14: 2-G; I 
Ki11gs 17: 1, 7; 18: G) and 1·lsewh1·n~ , ('(~rtai11ly in the Semiti~ 

world. a dro11th is fll-pided, prominent nw11tio11 is 111ade of the 

absen<·1· of rain a11d the lm·k of wa1('l'. l\lorc ('SJ1Cl'ially, both by 
.frremiah and l>y the aut hO!' of Ki11gs is s111'h l<ll'k of water con
m~l'1 <'d wi1h dearth of grass Hll<l pastrn·p for th e beasts, as this 

la 1 k1· is gT<tphit'ally enough 1 l<-pi1·k<l i11 1 he Y<'l'ses following 

upon 011r <·nix, lS-20, l>y .Jorl. B111 i11 all .Tu"l 's 1l1·s1·ripti011 of 

gasr~s an• gunP. O ftP n this g1ws oil SL' \"<'ral hnul's, a11d th en a pc!'son only 
eut e l's, if a lamp !'Outiu ucs to l1urn. Tlt r '' lrr<1s11rl's'' uf J crnn. xli., 8, 
1ccrc such fi drl11it s . . . '' ~ton'romu s of rnul'L' publi e or eommunity 
eltaracter were iu tl1c k111ple, :tllll these, cn•u in tlie sceo11 d t emple, were 
lrnnlly as frag ile as tl 1P (·om n1 cntators :t~k us to believe. See f urther 
Krauss, Talnrndiscltc Arcl1ii11lnuic, ml. 1, I, 2!), p. JG; vol. ~,VI, 172, pp. 
lD3·1DS. 
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a most 111111 s 11ally s c \'0rc clro11tl1 at•t ·or.ling- to the 0xtant int e r

pretations of \ 't:•rse 11 rnin is 111 e 11tio111·d 1101 at all an1l \\'at c r but 
onl'f', i11 a li 1tlt> pli1·as1· in !lie 111idclle of' \'1·1·se ~n. In th e first 

phrase• of \'1•rse 11 II1 · i frrs. slw 11111l1·s. gTai11s of 1·01·11. 1•\'1•n \\'illl' 

( rn11 Iloon:wk1 ·1". ~f1·r.x . p e rlnq>s. al l1·ast i11 p111111i11g all11sio11. tltl' 

Tal'g11111s ) ltil\'1• Sl'l'\'t•d as 1111sal isf;w t cil'.\ ' stop g·aps: tl11· r1•st or 
tltf' \'1•rs1• lias pn·t l y st1·<1dily l:1l1t11'1·'1 1111ilc•r tlt1• olisc•ssio11 of 

grni11. It is lilting·. tlt:it in tlt is 1•ra of \\'t1l1·r 1his 1•]1•1111·11t s1Ioul1l 

han· its t11rn :11 the att1 •111pt. 

:\ow tlwre 1s 0111 · point. a11cl j11st 0111·. i11 \·erse JI. \\']1crc a 
11otiee of tl11 · 111ost i11qw1·1a11t rai11s 11u1.\· ])(' fo111111. ;incl tlwt is in 

one of 1lt1· j', .,,. \ro1·cl s s11pp11s1·1lly p1·l'f1·1·1ly ··,.Jt.;ir'' i11 tl1e wl1ole 

n ·1·se , tlw \\'ol'd wl 1i 1·l1 1wc· 11pi 1·s tl1t· rn11st p1·0111i111·11t position in 

tl w , ... 1 ..... , •• il s last \\·111·cl j . .'n. E n ·1-.\· l1od.'· k110\\'s , \\']wt j~~ 11ir•a11s 

ordi11a1·ily . ;1 11 d tl w rl'for.- 11111111t· li:1..; s011! .. !'1 1t l11·1·e tltt• X. tl1e fi111l 

i11g of \\·110...; 1· 1· x :1t · I \·:il1 11• 111i ;..!" l1t s11pp J,,- ! l it' k1·.' · to 1 lw long lost 

s ol 11ti o 11 111' 1l 1i-.. 1·1p 1;1li 111 1. I\ 1tl w1 1 ( (: 1• -..1 ·11 i 11...; .. ];1tlil 1" s. 1'. ) prn

pos1·cl llw 11w ;1 1 1 i 11.~ " r;i .1 1. r; 1i 111 ·IC111 ds"' fcil' 1111• \\'01·d 111 Ps. 

li:i: 111. ;i 11 d .1 1· 11...; 1·11 i11 l:; 111d is:... i11's arti1 · l1 · 011 /J1 t!}'111 i11 /'It'/-,' :: ]\' . 
-!'.21; , arl' i\·1·d ;11 a si111il;1 r s t;1r li 11 g pc1i11I l'nr tl1:1t 111yst1•riu11s go11. 1 

' Tlw 11Ti lt· r 1 1:1~ 1111 ,J,•,i1 1• t 11 11 ··ak 1· 11 Ii i" :1 r;...:11 11 11•1d l .y :1 sl'rio 11 ~ 1•nt:i11glt' 
nw11 t wi t l1 1111' \l'X ••d •1111•, f i.,11 "t' t l1 1• .:..: 11d )l;1:_: 11n Ila :.:- :·lll . 'l'li1• ar g-11 n1P11t 
i; t:111d,.; wi 1l1111it lwl1• ot' ) 1;1:_:1111, :111d , i t i" lio111 ·d. l11•l11 •r tl 1a n di d llago11 
tJf' for1· .Jahwc 's ark, I. S:i 11 1. .-.::..: :;. J 11 fad . 1111• i'r11l it to 1>:1 ;..:-011 t'r-0111 t.1 11' 
n•ad ing 1•r111•11•f'.J t'11r .J ,,..J I: J;' rna.\· J,. . f11 lly :1s :..:n·a t o r gr1•:i!P r tlia11 any 
1·orro h11 rat.ir111 , 11lii1·l1 1111· r1·;1di11 :.:- 111ay rt'l'l' i ' '' fr 11111 lii111 . The l• r il' f stat<' · 
m•'llt t li:rt f111l1111" i" i1i11•11d1·d 111 J,,. "ll:...'.:...'.•'' t i,·1• rall1 1•r t h:1 11 d11g111:iti1 -. 
L ikP A dad -B:1111 ( 111 1:111 11 ' ' '··in ,1·1 . / ' 11111/111111. I" 1:: ff ., 1111. ~:: , Jl:i g o11 · l>:t · 
g:'rn ( l>Pi111• •l , I'· !•!I, 111>. 1 ; ~:; 1 :q• 1·1·:1r" 111 11:1\ 1• 1·11n11• in to t h" H:il•yl11 11 i:111 
1•a11t li1•0 11 fro111 o r 11i1li 1111' S1·111iti-s ot' 1111• \ \'1• .., 1. 111 tl w \\ ' p ~ t. l>:1g111 1 
:rppf'ari; to lia\1• 111·1·11 11 11 111• ]" ' l'"l:1r 1111 11 11' 1·11:1 ... t :ind f:1r tl 11• r s11 1ith th:111 
A d:rd , wli11..,I' .. loi1·t' !t·1ril11ry j.., i1il:111d and •allll'r 11 11 r lh 11 f .J;il 111 .. ·s l' l' t' · 
s•·ne:-1 . • \ dad 11,.;11r1•" tilt' 1.J:11·" of l·:1ilil 1:;.1 :1s tlw g 11d o f rain , \\i l li a 
strong l.Pnt t 11 \\;1rd t.·111111· ... 111111 J ... lll'"" an•I 1l1·~ll"lll'li\1•11 1 •..;s c ~w1 • l'"I'· ti lt' l '11dl' 
of Il :111111111ra l1i ; . Jl;1go11 is id1•ntiti1"I \\illi E 11lil 1:;. J, b ut in ll a11111111ra l1 i, 
a t lt>a ... 1, lil• a1 •1•1•ars to 111· 11f 111111·h 1111•r1• g1•11 l l1• a nd kin d ly 11at.11ri> 1h: 111 
.\ dad. 'l'og•·tl11•r \1illi ,J ,•11 .... ·n ·,.. 11111 i11q1r1.J,al.J1• 1•ly111 1ol 11 g i1·:il d1• r i,·a(.io11 o f 

his 11a111P t lii,.;, :1ft1·r all, 111:1k1·,.; 11111r1• 1•r11l•:1l1l1• 111:111 111:111y 11f tlw a11 thoriti1•s 
a t J'rl'..,l'll l allow , tl1at. llago11 11a..; a g11d 111' r:1in , 111 o rt•11 \ 1•r a1'1• :ir1 •111ly 111' 
tl1I' 111111dP ... tnwti\"1', l'l1•a ... :111l, fri1·11dly rain.; :ind till' frrtili (y tli•·y 111'1 )' 111 
prndt11'1', n1ort' di st i111'tly 1l1:1J1 .\ dad i/1111111111., 11/111111 / 1111/1111·; llt'JI •·•• ; ~, lat•·r, 

ll 11.i a l11111d:rn1·1• p rod111·1•d grain . 
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Bo1h b<1s1• tlie ir nsslt111p1ion on th e Arnhie roo1 0 .:::-1.) , wldeh is 

u~cd in \·n1·io11s forms i11 1h1• lll< '<111i11g " rni n, almndn11 t rain , 

h1•ayy r;1i111·lo111ls. " In Syrial' , also ii".,' is fo11111l in 1he rn1•a n
i11g ''1·o pio11s snow." l>u1 i1s 1·a1·p a11tl la1 e ot·1·111T('llf'C (sre 
BJ'01·k1·li11<11111. / ,('.r. 8yr. s. 11. ) i1w y poi111 to ..1\rahic~ lon n, or, a1 

l1'nsL _.i\r;il>i1· i11lh1c11c·e. In a lly f'<1S1· it is tl'l't<linly fa1· from 
i11qiossil>k 1l1nt .lul' l b1ew thv \\'Ol'd j .. r1 . in whnt YOf'<iliza ti nn we 
tannot t1·ll. as n n1n>, d10i1·e , podif', p rolrnlJly in 11 is day arehaie 
word fo1· }'((ill. rain cloll'ls. Hl'nd i11g thus " H1n:11s ha ve f({ilcd," 
01· be tter "Hai11c7011ds 71111 ·1~ become b11rrc11 of moisture ,' ·' we 
!Jaye at lrnst as gootl a n·1 1d1 ·1·i11g of 111 c final phrase of om· Yersc 
ns :111 .' · .n·t offert>1 l. Nor 11 ee1I we tlo Yiolcnf'e to 1l1 c hwk of the 
arti1· ll' with j..'li (usnally rc111 lc•red ' ' lhr. grai n "), al1 hongli at 
1l1is poi11t th is is not <IS s1·rio1ts n rnatt1·1· as at si·veral prrct'(l ing 
points. 

Going backward now C1111l 1:1ki11 g up fi rst the rchtiwly easier 
S(·r·o111l phrase Jiii~i~ l"Jt.::.J. ··I Ii r. stor1•li om-;cs are dilnp ill atccl,'' 
it lias hceu pointe1l ont ;tl1ow ~ how m·nk is the pieturc~ if gran
aries he mc;m1. B1l1 wit h tl11 • oh~-wss i on of g rain 1·rrn0\'l'tl from 
th<' wrse it is iwrfrl'tly 1·li·11r tl1at Jiii~i~ rnny .inst as wl'll he 
tOntai ll Cl'S, plat•t 'S of St orn g1> fol' \\':lkl', l' L'St'l'\'Oil'~ , I's. 3:3: 7; 
Sir. :-~~ J: 17; .Jol> :JS::!~. _.i\nd if' t l1 e p hrase mean : R csr.rvoirs 
11rr. dtscl'ltrl. empty_. 01· L'\'l' ll dila1n'd1tlftl . th1· r1 ~ i~ muth more 
reas011 for 1his sta te111 e11t i11 th e di •s1·1·ip1io11 of a Llro11t h. A 
dronth doc·s 1·a11sc· rcsen·oi 1·s. bui l t. ;1s 1hey mm11ll~' have been iu 
Palestin e, to tlisint cgrnte in S()ll)(• lllt':lSlll'e, a11 tl it would certainly 
carn.;e Llefrds. pl'uhn hly 1•110ngh t hL· r esult of' p erennial n eglect, 
but gl'llel'a lly l1idd.-'n l>~' \rntrr. 1o app<'ar. Auel whether the 
pl1rasc• lw tak1·11 to 1rn·111 1 111t' l't• l y~ tl1nt tliry are emp1y, 01· that 
t li1·y are dPs1•rt1·1 l. 01· tl 1nt tli• ·.' · app1•;11· dile1pidntPd, m1y of tbcse 
\ro11ld mak1 · e1 striking ft•<1tn1·L· ill tilt• Pnksti1w<1n lantlst·ape, par
t i1·nlarl~· at .fornsakm. during H dl'0111 h. 

Coming 110"· to tlte i11t ermeLliatc phrase Jiii..l~YJ iCJi:-1.J, "the 
barns arc lmikvn 1l0\n1, '~ we find, that we must first emend 
away the fil'st 1"J . in order that th e one pretty l'. lear passage, 
Ilng-g·. 2: 19. nrny giYe fa il'l ~· goo(l at1C's1a1ion to the meaning 
'' ba1·11s.'' B11 t l'\;1_·11 so. why just b11 r11 s .J \\'hy not 11•hcat wp,lls, 
1lie pits or 1· iskr11 likt' str111·t111·t'S ;il1m·1· lll"11tio11t•1l ? Tlwn, per
haps, tl1 e reading will hold witlio11t 1_·111f·111latio11 fo1· P 1'. G5: lG 
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as well. 'Sl1eth er 1his is to be rel at ed to Egyp tia n magarati 
( foxes · ) holes or de11s Phillt·1· in ( :ese11ius-Buh l1 '' s. 1·. ) . and so. 
possilJh·. i11 tl1c last i11 s tancc to ~iJ."J . ,,Li...:- (µ.€111p0l'), c111·r, t:an 

• T T ) ' 

hardly lw dele r111i1ll'd \r ith c1·rtai11ty. 1h o11: .. d1 tli L• trail is all11ri11g. 
Of Ii it lwrt I) 1111sL·1 ·11 ~ig-11 iti1 ·a1wP. liow1·\·1· 1·. lw1·0 1111 ·s 1 hi' LXX 
,\111·0[: tl1 L·~ ·· 111<1y. i11d1·1·1l. ],p wi111 •rnt s ())' \\ 'illl'Pl'L'SSt 'S, 11111 they 
111ay 1p1ite as m·ll lw t rn11µ-li-..; . wakri11g- or l1;1ki11g-. 4\ 11 tl1is 
lJf'eOllles st ill 111 11re hau111 i11i .. d.'· s11 g-g-1·st i,·, .. wli1 ·11 Wt' l intl parl i1·11-
lal'ly pren1le11t i11 11111'11·1·11 Eg-ypl i;11 1 n p1·1·11Ji;1r mml ;rl -". fnr 

which. I ik1·wis1'. no ahsol u t1.·ly t·1·rl a i 11 1·ty111oloµ->· has yl't het· 11 
f111111d. lint tl1t 1 llSt'S of \Ylii1·li a1·1· p1·rf1>l'lly \Y ell-kllOWll. 'l'IH' 

ea rliest u1·1·11rr1•111·c known to thl' writt• 1· is found i11 a liook or 
t r1•atist· 011 tl1t• II"" of 1·otl't-t• wrilli-11 i11 }.) ,..., ,...; ( or. ]1·ss p!'ol1nltly. 
15;J!l ) l1y a 1·1·rlai11 ·~\ l>il :ii- ( ~:-1ilir. a p orti 1111 of whi eh was p11l1-
lisl10d l1y d1· ~ a1·>· in l1is ( '/ios/1111111ll1i1 , :! 1•d .. ,·nl. f. Tl 1e word 
is fo1111d i11 ll1e ..: \ rc1hi1· ti·x1 p. 1 ~ ·, ( l..J ,...; ). I.~. trn11~1<1ti o11 p. 
-l~I , I. 1:: ;111d i11ill' ~<ll'y\;1 1t114- ,-,1. p. -t1i.-1. I t d1 · si!.!11 a1 1·~. 1·l1·<1rl.'·· 
a '·Ja1',!.!1'., 11r11 or 1·11s1 ··of r1·d 1•;1 rllw1nra1···. ·· fro111 wl1i1·l1 ;1 

Y1•11 1t·11i11· 1·l1 i1· f "laill1·-.; 0111." ( 1111! pot tl"'· 111· i1 111tl1·d'. ) 1·11tl'1•1• to 

his foll11w1•)'S, J 11 (I f1•\\' pl<11·1 •...; i11 ]IHI] :\iJ,.d lts ii llll';IJIS a \'(l~t· 

fo1· tl11w1·r-.;. 111 ;1 111111)1·n1 Egy p1 i<1 11 lit1·r:1ry w111 ·k . p11l>li~IJ1•d l1y 
tli1· lal•· J\;1rl \·oll1·1·:-. i11 /./>.)/(,'XL\" 1111d1·1· 1lw 1i1l1 • ,;,,. 11 111111·11 -

/Jis,./11 '/'11t'111 J.}1. il i~ fo1111d p . .._ ,-,, I. .-, 1'1·11111 tl11· l1 11 lln111. i11 1111' 

111t·;111111g l111/,i11utr""!'"· I >111.y. s 11 1111!1 1111 11! . li~h 1111· word 
twit·1·, 1111•··· 1111d•·J' _.::.I. a11d ;1g-ai11 1111d1·1· -.s\.A' : Ji,. add...; to tit (• 

J . I . 

111a1t-ri;il aln·;11ly 1111 ·1 1ti1111t·•I. fr1 >111 li·~i1 ·011..., :111t l \\nr•ll11111 ks. 1l1 l' 
1111•a11i11g..., l11ri111. /11111'1. a11•l fr11111 1111' /J i's1· ri11li1111 i/ 1 / ' J~ _1/.'f/ 1!1, 

\' I I I. part :.!, I l1i, tlw 1111·a11i11g- 11·11sli/11/i . \ ·1dl1·rs i11 liis (,'/11ssrrr . 

011. iii .. p. ~ !.), s. 1· •• ;1ol•k 111;11 ;11 pr1·~1·111. wlll'11 IJ-;1•il al1>11•· witli -
011t q1rnlil'yi11g- 111ndifi··r. ii il1·~ig11;11t--.; tlw 1111\\I or l1a .... i11 1111.!•·r 
ll1t! .:ir ( a p111·111i.... .iar· lh•·d :1....; a s11·air1t·1· . wl1i1·l1 t·:1l1·l11·s tlw lil 
t1·1·e.J wnt1·1". 11 1· i~ i1ll'li1wd 111 ...,11-..111·1·1 l! 1·1·l11· r 1>rigi11. I It• 
( ;114·j1·, ( ,' /oss. 'f'rrlJlfr i p. 1' 111,XXXI ;111il /: 1/1/. (,',IJ!/1". , vol. Ii . p. 

~I.), 1tlt. , a11d ihii/1111. \'111. I. ( ,' fuss. ( ,'1 11~/r. 11111t l1·1· .... ~I ? tl 1P l1ook 

is not a1·1·t ·~~il >!1· ;11 1 llt' 111111111·111 t 11 1 l1t· \\Ti I 1·1·. II n rd ly 1111il1·1· 
~I. as \·11]]1·r...; a11il ( ,'/1J . .;s, 'f1tl1. l1a\·1· it 111a11if··s1ly i111·li111•..., 

wi1h l1is l1' :11·lw1· flu1.y ! 11 d1·1·i,·;1li1111 frt1111 -.::.I a11d lo 1·•1rr1·);1li1111 
J . 

r 
witl1 ..... l:>l,..; • i s f1 r11. l111si11. 1111111/. \\.al1n111111d s. 1·. ~;1ys ~i111pl,\ 
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'' a wssl·1 : tlowl'rpot. ·' De f: ocj c 's sul.!gl'St ions ]cad on to 
Hebrew '/..i~ , .Joh ;:s: 28 ('' drops " '? of dew ) , a11<1 j~~. basin, 

Exoll. 2-!: li: cup..;;, ls. 22: 2-1- ; yuulct, Song of Songs 7 : 2 (:3 
I1eh1·l·w ) . It sccmctl JH'(·t>ssm·y to go to sonw length in coll ect
ing this 111a1 !·1·ia1. snrn11 though its probatory powc1· may be, sinec 
a like eolkdion fro in th e s:1mc point of Yiew 11as nowhere l>ccn 
11rn<lc.- For th e form in t11is passage Delitzseh , Z. f. ](. 1885, 
:~ !J2 , not e ~ . posits a root i..1D. lt is trnr, t11at th e proposed 
emt•n<lation ahon~ mcntiorn•d is none too well founded. It is 
tr11 e, th erdorr, that, nnkss we find in Jiii~i~ , ('Ontents rather 
1l1an eontainers, and then rc<Hl with Aquila 's f.K Jiii..1~~ ("stores 
luwc nrnished. th c·y 1iaYe been exhausted from ont of r eserYoirs" 
or "they lrn\'<' d isappeared from out of contain ers," hardly 
1·omm e1Hlahl<~) . \\' L' haYe he1·r a no11n with D pl'<•formatiYc. Bnt 
.Joel hilll sel f may quite we1l 1nwc dl'Lhwrd this \"C' l'.Y root i .. VJ 
from JiiilJ~ . u ppn l't=' u11y a rare <llld I i11 I(• 1111d!' l's1 ood ( 1oa11 ?) 
\\"O l'<l in Pal(•sti11('illl H1 ·hrew, <111<1 fo niwd !tis owll 1w1nc·n ~·11slr11-

111f'ld i. A ~< ' 111i 1 i<· pod of 11 is t,qw, avid fo1· ra l'e wol'ds, forma-
1 ions. a11d 111od<·:-; of <'xpressi011, wo1ild surely lw 11nit(• as L·ap <1hl e 
as Delitzs(·lt <111d other mrnil·1·11s of snch saga(·ious procedure. 
\\'"e may. 1l1 (• J'<'fol'('. wit11oni tloin g viol<'ll<"<' to the text , as it 
stancls in 11tl' ~Iasoretil' \'Ol'alization . 1·ead: '' /){) Ols lun•c crumbled 
i11 tu r11i11:s": ;111<1 whetlwr we r ead thns. or <1s with A<111ila abO\'l', 
i1 1 <' i1 l1t·1· <·11s(' m · have <t tlmrkss Sll<'('<'ssion of ideas in verse 17 

h, L" , d. 
'}' }1<•J'L' J'('lll<JillS th e ' 'Vt'l'_\' difffr11]1.'' Til'S1 phrase. rrhis is llOt 

Ill'Hl'l,\· so forn1idal>le now. Takin g th l' ffrst al)(] the last word 
of tlll· plm.1s<· in 11H·a11ing·s l'< tsil y and l"OIT<'<·tl y d<·rivahl c from 
th e Anili i< -. 11s tilos1· who haYP l1i1J w1'10 n•jeL"IP<l th L' lll for snp
pos<·<11y l·o11 1<'x 111al l'l'C1so11s lt<t\'(' tltc·msel\'<'S de111011stratctl or 

wlmit It'd. we l1:m· the fol1ow in g: O~'('tl"!~9 Jir:HJ ~ it.!!.~J! , 
'' were 1l1·ied up , eaked with dri l' ll mrnl , parch e(l ... umlcr 
banks owrlrnngi11g tlH·m, l>a11ks washc<..l ho1low by torrents." 
The x is ll OW ('<ls il~· s11ppli<.'<l for the amL~ (but ('f. Ezeeh. 1: 11) 
Ji,,)£). rrh e t rad itional \'0('il1iza t ion , though it does not under-

·.: 

stand t l1<! phras(', sngf!ests p1;1i11l y a passi\·c parti l'iplc, and we 
\·iolatc 110 rnlid l'Hno11 of gTnmma1·. 1Px i1·on: or exegesis, even 
t lio11g l1 we do not find this 11wa11iug < ~ 1 sewli c rC', if in so plain a 
l'Ontcxt we l"( '<td " rifts, fi ss 111·es, watc l'('O lll'SCS, lJl'ookLeds." If 
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it w e 1·0 no1 111 Pal 1·sti1H' . 11101'< ' pa1·t i <·11lnrl~· Ill .T1 ·r11-.;a]1 ·11l. Oil<' 

migli1 1hi11k of a syst1 ·111 of <'<lll<lls di\·idi11µ- i1110 111a11.\· hrn11<·lws 

( (·f. (: .. 11. :2: 111 ii~' · l1nH1~· J1t to tlll' writ<-r\ at1 <· 1itin11 by Prof. 

.J. .JI. J>. ~111i t h ' · J>oss!l,J,\· .1111•] Jin-.; tl1t· \rnrd l'ro111 lh ·hl't ' \\' 
li1 r r'11111·r· los t to 11s. \rli i1·li w ;1s \H i11 1·11 in H;11t,,·l1111 in 111· Egyp1: 

from 1lw po i11t 111' \' i1•\\' nf \'C1c·<1l111lar.'· his ltoc1k ( l ike • 111a11.'· of i1s 

ft.110\rs . 1101 or il .'· in ll 1·h!'t>\\'. h ut ;rl "o i11 ~.\T i;i c · ;111d . \ rnl1ic· ) is 

a \'e l'itabl<· <·rnzy1p1ilt nf l it1•r:11',\ ' l'<'l ll i11 is1·1•111·< ·s. 111 J1;tl1·sti11C' 

.J1)l'l 11rn,\· ]1<1\'c• 1111Clc·r..., l ood i t 1<1 ltlC 'il ll a "·'·...,1 1· 111 ol' /l'1i il is. s11c·l1 ;1-.; 

\\Ti11k lt·s 1111' s11rl';JC•c • 111' .)1 ·1· 11 "nl 1•111 il l ld i i:-. Slll'l'Clll l1C l i11gs .. \lc11·c· 

lik1·ly . \\'ltl'll JC' I' lw lo;111C'cl i i 1'1 ·u 111 s n1 ·lr litc ·r;it11r1·. 111' 1'1·0111 sc11111· 

r1•1110 t1• n11d ol 1sc· 111·c• d i; il 1·c ·I . 01 · \rli1· tl J1• J'. "" i:-. 1101 ;11 all i111prnli 

altl e, Ill' <· o irll'il it lii111s1·l f. Ill' 11 ... 1·-.; it l11· r1 · i11 1111' :-.i111pl 1·1· 111c·;111i11g

alto\·1 · s11gg-c·s kc I. I 11 a11y c·iJs1 · \\·1· \r il I llitl st 1·a .' · 1';11· 1'1 ·rn11 t 111 · 

a11t lt n1·\ i11t 1· 11 1i or1. i f \\'1 ' 1'1.·ad : "/'11rd11il 11 n 11 ·11/1r1 ·1111rsfs u11il1r 

/111 ·ir li1111ks s 11 ·r 111 /l ul/0 11 · liy l()/' /'1 11/s . ·' 

..And 110\\' 11w 1'1111 1· fac ·1· l s oJ' 11 11' 1·ry:-.1al s1a11d l'or111 111 tl11·ir 

pr ist i 111 ·)~· p c· rl'c·t'l s y1 11 11wt r·y: 

/; r ou!.-IH if., 11n 1111n -/1 1 il 1111il 1 r 1/11 i i' l111J1f,-..; s 11·1 11 I h otl u11• 

f;y lo rn 11/s : 

n sr l'l'o irs uri ,J, s1Jluf , ._ 

}H)l){S /1 1/i'f f /'/////fdt if ff) l'!(/1 1 .' .' 

fo r l' lli11du111/s 11/'I l1111J1111 !111(/'1 11 11/ 11111isl 11n :· 

111 tl 1is l'C':Jeh1g- it is 1101 111·1·1·s...,;1 ry t o \·i o liil1· i11 n si11~ .. .d1· i11 s t ;11w1• 

ll H~ ;1hs1•IJl't' 111' llJl' il l' li1·l1". ii \'ilill p 11i11I i11 SCI t'ilJ'1•1'1JI il llli1Sl1 •f' 

of \\' o l'il-wiz:il'dl'y ;1-.; .l 1wl. ii p 11i1it. 11J11 r1·11\1'l'. 1·1111"i slc ·11tly 11\·1· 1' · 

lookl'cl l1it!Jl' 1' 111. 1·:-.p1·1·i iilly l1y 111 11d•·J'l1 i1i11· 1'}1J '1•lt•f'". 

T IJ1• c' l',\'"t;il 11111" r1·g-i1i11··ol Lill:-- J1i1l111·;1lly i11l 11 it, s1·lti11g-. t lw 

).!P l11· 1·:il p i1·l111·1· 111' 1111· drrn1tl1. \'1•r"''" )ti :!ll. '"'il.J i 11 ;11 1.\·. 1•\1·1· p l 

a 111 11d1·r11. "1·11w111l1·d .. \·1·1·:-.11111. 1:111· "1'1111.! .. :i11d 1'11 1' " .i 11y 

a11 d ).!:1y1·ly i11 .l :il1\\·1·'s 11011"'·" 111ilk ;111.J 1111":11. ;11 1.J 1·\·1·11 \\:il1·r 

t'on1H'd 1p1itc· ;1-.; 111·1·••s,;1ry i11gr1·di1·11h :i-- 1111· ::rni 11, \\"illc'. o il. 

and l'nril:-. 111·1·\·i111i--ly 1111·11li11111"d 111 \·""· )11 . J~ . \ "1· 1·,··s 1:: ] ~1 

l'o n11 ;111 •".\1·li1111;i1 11ry i1i11·rl11d1., ;i :-.11rt 111' I :r1·1·k 1· l111r1h .. ff,·1·t. ii 

\'1·1·y ;..:-1 11 111 tr;111,ili1111 J'r11111 tlll' p :1·f111·1· 111' Iii•· 1111·11--t p l:1;.!lll'. 

\'1•1·sc·s 1 - 1 ~. 111 tl1;11 111' llll' dr1111tl1. , .1'1'"''" 11 ; ~l l . TJ,j.., i11l1·1·l11d1 · 

is, t1ll 1111' 11tlwr li:t11d. 11111'\ a11 i11lr11dt1 •· l ;1111 111 \•'I'"' '" 11; ~fl. li1wly 

• TJio ~P \\l10 f1•1·I tlwv 111 1i,.. ! "'"''" d tf,.. l• ·:>. l 1·: 111 -till 11; 1\1• lli :1I 1ol• ·:1-111•· 
by rea•li11 g , 1. ! I· jl1;L.~· ( .1"l1 :.: 11 : II ) for ,11,-·~ ;?;.' fo1 r ·~1 . d ... 
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halaneing t lie intro<hwtory vc·rsrs 2 and ~- .Joel's is a higlily 
litera1·y art. Y< ' l'.V <'O ll:wio11s, standing on tli c shouldPrs of 111a11y 
pn•<k<·essors, quik 11Hlik<> 1li l· Ull<'Ottth fr<>sli11 ess of Amos (.J.: 6-
~), so111<• steps beyond .f<>rr111ial1 (14: ~-(i ) . Th e latkl' may, 
in<ked, lrnYe fumi sl1 ed 11H· wry ou1lirn ·s i11to wl1i el1 , hut slightly 
modifie<l, .Joel pain1 e1l his pidure with a l>rn11d -11 ew mixt1tre of 
ol<l l'Olors. 

Finall~·, th e pidHl'l~ 11ow fits <'X<'L'l1<·11tly the plaee at wl1ich 
.Jo<'I is 11wki11g- his ohsf•nati011s, .frr11sal 1·111 . witlt its 1111tltitt1<lc 
of pools a11d l'l'S< 'l'\'oirs, with th<· !l'lid is rn1d w<d<'n·o111·s<'S su r
r ou11d i11g it a11d e11tti11g- furrow:-; thro11gh its n·1·y midst. 11 will 
lH' l'<'llH'llllH·rPd, of eo11rs<', tl1a1 Kidrn11 111igh1 af1<•1· <il l lie dig11i
tie1l by th<· rn1 111 e of bruok i11 th1~ time of .Joel ; the pe11pid.11re, 
limn•\"<•r, wo1tld tit otlwr wat<·1·L·o111·s<·s L'qHall y Wl'll, if uot hett(' J'. 

To tlw write1· it seems, tlwt li e has <lis<·o\·ered aml r efreshed 
the original eolors of .Joel, lollg h id d<,11 11111ler disfiguring whit e
wash of t11rn eeessary eonj cdnral <•111e11datio11, a11t·i<'nt, llll'<liaeval 
anrl model'll. It has lwrn a lahor of love for him to attempt 
faithfully to follow th e thougl1t of this rnillor prnph et and to 
cliscem, what the poet's eyes w<>re gaz illg upon. .Tod is not oue 
of th e gTeat poets of the Ohl 'r esta rn ellt. Snhjeds and words 
do not well fo1·t h ('Opiously. strong and fresh from 11is p eu; they 
ar e ean·fu lly ehosen. The words <~xhihit not a littl e rrch crchc 
ardiaism; i11 sulij ed s he t·l10os<·s in th e main wisely, in con
formit)· " ·ith 11is limitati ons, tl1m;e of tlw genre ty pe. To say 
tha t !1< • <·011s1·io1 1sly ho1TO\Yed w<mls, phras<'s, 011tli1·1rs from 
othel's, is proliahly doi11g him <111 i11justil'<'. llc is rn·itl1 er a11 
01·igi11al thi1 1k<·r, nor a fr<·sh, u11 spoilt sh<>pherd 01· p<'asant lad . 
H e is a rn<111. wl10 has lrnd <rnd lrns urn de th e most of a l'ardul and 
extensive literary C'< l11<·<1tio11. 'l'liat is the worlLl he lives i11; 

that fu rnishes 11 is 11at 11n1 I me< I ium of ex pression . when lie eomes 
11imself to wrik. B 11t s11<·h as it is, his work is V< 'l'Y painstak
ingly <·x1·<· 11b•d along J'<'( 'og·ni z1·d li1ws ;111d is l>y 110 nwans witl1 -
011t :1r1is1it· 11H•ri1. <:iy1•11 tlir 11ia1mer, thi s dl's<·riptirn1 of the 
lrn·ust pl C1gm~ and dro11tli in 1·l1aptc•J' l is <lit'fi<·1tlt to L'Xt·1·l. Tl1 e 
pid 11rL· ;1 s a whol<·, tl1 c 1i<1 ragn1 plis, s<·11 t <'lll'es, H 11d singll' phrases 
are for 1he most part <·l<'<tl' cut C111 d well lwlaueed. 

On th e otl1<~1' liaml .Joel knows nlso, liow to apply at 11ee<l and 
to nse <'ffP<·tivC'ly tl1c ol 1scm·<' tints of tl1e ·apcwalyptic. It is 
beeausc of its plaee in sud1 a mil,ieu, that the all too brief con-
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trasting counterpart to ehaptcr 1 fomHl in chapter 2: 21-2G 
suffers by comparison. A better eontrasting pictur e to that of 
chapter 1: 16-:W is found in Ps. G5: 10-14, especially if with 
Ruben one r ead the curious CD.ii of verse 10 "rainclonJs" 
instead of the dubious · · g-n1in for them.·' To the writer it 
seems, indeed, that this lit tle Psalm-scdion, if not the whole of 
Psalm G5, might very well have been \\Titten hy .Joel himself. 

If these be millor passages in that great collectiou of H ebrew 
literature named the Old T csta me11t, if th ey be gen re sketches 
done by a lesser artist or artists. they are yet most excellen t 
work of their kind, for that very reason. probably, accepted and 
preserved in the great collection. Th ey are hallowed. furth er 
more, lJy bein~ huug awl C'herishetl for a longer time in more 
homes than any others of lik·~ nature. As snc·h they are worth 
careful study~ that they may be prcseutcJ to the hosts of those 
that love them as Ilf>arly as may be in their original colors. 
This has been the ultimate ¥Oal tliat has 6'11ide1l the wri te r in 
the seareh whos1• l'es11lts he ltere st'ts fol'th for publie jutlgment. 
If he Le mistak1·1I in his belief. 1 hat he has 1_liscovereJ th0 secret 
of .Joel's original pig111ents. lie tl'll...;ts. that in 1·outrast with pre
vious effol'ts. it 111ay at least hold !;OO•l of tit is: Sr non c nr ro, c 
bcn trovato. 

In rom·lusio11. lite writer fr<·ls. that lie ea1111ot let this occasion 
pass without l'«'lllernlwring- his l'•'•'•'ntly depart•~ll friend Gustav 
Adolf von Bra11 (·hits1:l1, late Fellow in the Cni\·e rsity of C'hieago, 
<lied ..:\ pril ~. l!Jl!J. to whose ki11d <tllll eonseie11tio11s assistance 
much 1.:ardul elaboratio11 nf d•~tail ill t l1is arnl other wol'k of 
the writer':-; is ~1·1·a1 ly i11d1·l1t"d. 

II 


