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JOl'RX.\L OF BIBLI C.\ L LITEIL\'l'URE 

TllE ETY~IOLOGY 0 1•~ '<W. SKIN 

Ikh. '<ii·. ski11 . is identiL"al with Arab. '<t1Jrah, pndernlnm , 
" ·hil'h we han• in Il t:' hrew in t h L' t1'1111sposed form · iinpl . The 
st(•m · 1ir appL'Hl"S in H eb. · f rri111, miked. morP <'OlTedly '/n)m 
for ' ri r ri m (d. J/ ic . 76: .J_A()f.; :l +. -1-16 ) . In 1/l (-,•11J·f/1/n1 ( Rah. 
:2: 15 ) th <' 1i is due to dittograph:· of the r (.JB l; :1;). '.2 SS. below ) : 
tlw L" OJ'J"('d form is J11a' r[/1 ( 111 (d. ::\ah. :~:;) an<l A ral>. nu/· nrn, 
plur. n111'11ri11 ) . 'l'his r ca <ling " ·ns s11ggesteL1 h,v \Y e llhansen. 
In Assyrian we find both If ru ( from n stem media' 1J ) an d uru 
( from a stem tl'rtia_' u or j ) . Also tli e form 1iru ma:· he Ll eriYc<l 
from a stem t(' rfo1: infirm<1! : llru may sta nd for urru. ur~w or 
·ur j11 ( (·f. Arab. '11rj1/11, nake1l. '1/rfoli. 11aked1wss ) jnst as we 
haw li1!1111. L· h ild = u1u111u = lJ1111j11: or r; i/11111. thirst= ~'11111nw, 

r11 J11' 11 : .r/{1t. sin= .r ift11 •. tif'11 : ~· 1!11, 1·ih =<;ill/(, r;1"l'u. r ila'u; 
z( rn, S(•Pd = zft ru. zarn1, zor' 11 ( SF(} 11 ; BAI; 90.92 ; AG2 

50. l') . Th e prim_ary c-onnotatio11 of both . (Jf, skin. and • rir~la, 
p rnlendnm. is 1111k ed11 css, hare1ies~. A Y renders gallrit 'i_iry,a 
(e . g. L eY. 18: 6 ) : tv 1111 co1·cr tlir 1u1krrl11css (Assyr. pcU't Sa 
ti ri ) . F or th e semantie 1leYelop 111 Pnt we ma~T c-ompa r e H eb. 
ln1 .~ 1lr "\Yhi r h d enotes both jlrsh. body. and p11drnd111J1, whil e the 
t onr spon<ling Arab. bl/.fo r 11w a11s sk in (A.JRI1 26. 1 ) . This 
et:nnolog:· is prcfe ralJl e to the exp lauation ci t ed in nB 1

" 574. 
Th e primar:· l'Onnotation of · 1/jr. )·onng· ass. is alert: it must he 
L'Ornwde<l with the stem · ttr. to bP a1n1ke. whid1 does not corre
spond to .Arah. (jajrfi11, jealous (cf. (jr/rija = fcli'a ) . flc>b. 'or 
(loes not uwan body or jlrs li in .Joh 18: 1:3 ; 19: 20. as F ii rs t and 
Kiinig think; contrast Bn<ld e 's commentanT. I have snb
seqnentl)· noti l'eLl that G e s e nius ' Tlirsa11r11s states snb 'or: 
F ortasse ru tis a 1111ditutc dicta est. Fi\rst gives this explana
tion as an altPmat iYe. 

fli.~.~rlr, to hring tirling-s, is a denominative verh r1eriYer1 from 
brlfor, skin ; th e original meaning is to afj'cc t th e ski11, produce 
a ehange of eonntenance. paling or flushing it (cf. Lagarde, 
Jl ittril1111.r;e11, L 217 ) . In Syriac "\Y E' haYe this stem in the trans
posed form sabbrfr: Syr. srl_! (trt/i, gospel. is the H eh. bc.§ora, 
A i·ah. bi.{:t1rah, glad ti rlings. Th ~ original meaning of basar, 
ski11. is co vering. integument (cf. German Decke. skin ). In 
Arabi(· " ·e han besid e ltbsa rati 'l-ltrrJ u, th e earth was coYered 
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with pla11 ts. th( • forms b11r.~1I '11 a11d nw1.~1i '11. A rah. ltbfora, to 

adorn. e·OJ'J'( 1spo11ds to onr t o d r l'k, a11d tlH• pri11rnr~· (001111otation 

of 1/b.~11ra. to ('Olll'«'i\·e• ( 1lb.~11rati '11-111i11af11 ) is to b1· co1•rrtd ( ('f. 
(;1 ·1·11w11 /Jt1 k/1111yst ). ~e'(' 111~ · pap1·r \r11s !>111• 1"/ 1111 Ar.111111/ in 

Th e o,JI II Court. \ ' OI. :~ ::. p. ~I. 
p _, l"L I l.\l"l'1' 

J 01111,.; If ol'kiu,.; I ' 11 in•r ,.;j ty 

TIIE .\Ll>l~ .\ ,\ :--; .\ ~Ol"IWE OF TIIE SIXT!~.\ 

I t is 1101 k11mn1 tn llH' ill tilt' p1·e•s1•1l1 \\'ritillg' wh..the•r th«' Yi1•w 

ild\'illl t·t·d i11 1! 11 · h1·ad i 11~ 1o this h1·i .. f :\ot1· hils h1·1•1l g-i\·1·11 11t1l·r

a 1wP to by all ,\" :--:1·pl11i1g·ill1 s111d1·111. \\"Ji at I llH'illl. of e·ou1·st>. is 

1li a 1 t ilt' 1·d it ors of t ilt' ;--;ixt illa lllil.\' ha\·1· pla(·t•d li..t'o1·1• the 1,qw

si•11e· rs ilS ·e·npy' t li 1• .. \ ldi11il i1l10 wl1i1·h the',\' had ('llte·1·1·d the• 

\' ill' iall h fro 111 111«' \" i1ti1 ·a1111s. Ill this \\'a~· olll,\·. it se•e•111s tn me•. 

is i1 t o lw i1t ·1·01111t .. d for tl lilt i111 1·1Tor of tl1«• 1\ ldilla ill .Joshua 
:.!:! : :.!."i \\'a s (' ill'l'i1·d ill1 o lilt' :--; ix 1i11<1: 1.:nl ur.u,\,,\,orplw.ro1·.r11• oi 11tol 

1·µ 0J1•101·<;1·,w1·1w 11" " F1·e1111 1'1 1· ;--;i x l i11i1 ( I l1an• lwt'o1· .. Ill<' tlw 

J> iiri s 1·ditio11 ll i:.!"' 1 t l1t· t'ITOI' was ('ill'l'it·d into 1111' editiolls hilse·d 

011 1h1· :--; ix1i1111 ( l~os . \\"i1 l1011 . llol1111·s-Parso11s: 11wsc• I hil\'<' oil 
ha11d ) . llul1 11«•s- Par .... 011 .... 111111·s i11 111t' appill'i1t11s 11rn1 lfi. ls .. -,.-,. 
1.-1 . ltlfi . 1:n. 1::L 1 ~ -L :.!O!I .• \ l1· x. ~ · a t. :\ie-. lia\'e'T01 '')1'l0l1')///.l.Wf' Cllld 

:m T «1J1' t'llJH' 1J1J.1.i1 1· . Jiu \\' e·a r1•l1·ss th is llo11• is 111ay i11111H'dia1(•ly h1• 

r1•e· 11g-11iz1·d l' ro 111 tl11· t'a 1·1 ll1ilt l lw ( 'u111pl. is 1101 add1·d as a wit11C·ss 

for 1111· 1·01·1·1·1 ·1 1· .. ;1cli11;.:. B 111 il S ii 111a11 1· r of Lwt the· \\TOii;.!' re·ad 

i11g- is f rn 1lld ill llOll•· 11 f 1111' 1:r1•1 •k 111a1111s1·ripts 1·ollat1·d hy the ~ 

1·dit o1·s o f 1111· laq!'•'I' ( 'a111 l1r id g t> :--; 1· p 11 1ag- illt nor i11 sn1111· 17 addi -

1io11al t'l 1di1·1·" o f \\'hi1 ·l1 I p11ss1·ss pl 1uto;.: rap l1 ..... 111 otl11 ·r words . 

th•· ,\ Jdi111· 1·1·i11lillg sta11d .... l'o1· tlw pn·s1·1it as ii si11~ 1 dar r1•adillg 

whie·l1 111ay l1i1\·1· lw1·11 1· up i1·d t'ro111 so11 11· ( : r1·1·k 111a1111s('1·ipt , 11111 

1111 1s1 like·I.\· ill " 111ispri111. :\ I ii! p 1·i111s tl1P e·o1Te•e·1 r1 ·adi11g a11d 

p11ts ll1t· \\'1'1111;.!' r1·;1di11g- ill 1h1• .\ p paral11s; a11 d so dell's r~n ·i t i 11 g 1 • r. 

\\.aJt1111 1·011\·1·1·st>I.\· p11t." tlw 1· t1 1T1·e·1 l'•'i1di11g a l tl11· ho t1 1111 1. a lld i11 

1lw six1l1 \'11)111111' r1·1·urd..., as \\'i11l•'""t's fur it () ( i. 1•. 1·111 1. lh:o1 1iP11 sis. 
7,-, Il 11l1111•" -l' ;i1· .... u11.;.: l~ rook1·-:\ l 1• L 1·a11 ) a11d ( ' ( ( '0111p l111e• 11 sis l . 

It l'l'lllili11..., 1u lw ;1dd1·cl 1l1i11 :\ l i1 .... i11" ( .\ ddi1i1 111 1·1ita ill ( 'rili1 i 
....:,,,, ri. .\ 111 .... 11•r1l;i111 l f i! h r1·111a rk .... : I 11 ( ; ra1•1·is 1· ud i1·i h11s p•·I' 


