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ll1:01';-;1E Cor.u:1;E 

All 1·n11llll•'lll;1tnrs agr1·1· i11 pro11nt1 111·i11 !.! 1h1· 1·011 ..,, tn1dio11 h;1r .... h 
a111l oli-.;1·11r1•. Tlw ( ;ordiall k11ot is 1·111 h.'· t IH· 1•1111·111lat io11 Ii'/.~ 

~1m:1lr kif or /11is111lr /,·f/. ( B all. Bl'rl hold. ] f 111111111·la1fl'r. Ehl'li"li. 

~Iarti. ~1:w11d . ~\s th1· lt'xt .... tc111d..; , 1111· \·aria11t...; Ti'C'n . 
TiDn K1·1111ieott are ortho~raphi1· . th1· 11wjori1y of L'Xt' !.!d1· ..... 

arno11g- th1·rn I>ri\·1•!' a11d ~ t1•111•niag1'l. t<1k1• 111t· ..,,,•1·111111 11 01111 " " 

a11 appo-.,ili\·1· tn th1· first. wliil1· a llli11orit.'·· a .... ( 'a ..,, 1alio. ~ 1ad1·. 

I> illma1111. Ki "111i:.,!". E. ~ l 1·y1·r 1 r"g·;1rd ~,,;_,/i/1k11 a .... a g1·11i1i,·1· aft1·1· 

· i.~ i 11 t h' • 1· 1111 .., t I' 11 d s 1 a 1 ". E x 1·1 · p t i 1111 i.., 1 a k 1 · 11 t 11 1 I 11 · fo n 111 · r 
\'i1·\\· 011 11!1· g-ro11111l 1l1a1 11w fir..,,t 1101111 .... 11011111 lnl\·t' tl11· arti1·I·· 

({u'i.~ : "'' J>ill111;11111. Fl i1·1 · a11 .... \\·1·r..,, 1,_,. r1·1·011r .... 1· 1u th1· ..,,pari11g-

11:-.1• uf tilt' al'li1·l1· i11 p1wtr:·. Ki;11i!.!" k11n\\·..; 111'111'1· : 1111· d1·lt'l'-
111i11;11io11 j.., 11ot 1•t1'1·1 ·l1·d l1y 1111· p11ssl'-.,si\·1· pro1101111 artix1·d to 1111• 

at1riliu1 1._ \\'1· ti11d /Jt111J /111-l1n.-or, 'his 1·ld1•st s1l11.· or hi111 

ht/, ori. 'Ill,\" 1•l1 Jt·..,,1 .... 011. · ·, t /Ji11k11 /JI /."on /,·11. ·, I lii11/,·11 ' 1 t !,-/, i
dr l.-11 : ll0\\'111·r1• 1111-111 ii uikoro . 1•t1·. If tilt' 1·011 .... tr11l'tio11 \\"l'l'l' tl1at 

o f app1i....itio11. \\"1• .... 1io11ld 1·x1wd li ' i.~klf ( /I/ 1 !11isid1k1t. ' i,~ \rill1 

tilt' 111a~·11li11·· l"'"'''""i,·1· .... 11t'tix is fo1111d i11 tilt' 1;ilil1· 111ily. 1 l\i11~..; 
:2 (): :!II i11 1li1· pliras" 'i.~ 'i.~1J ; i11 1111· ~Ji..,,l111al1 w1· l'IH"t111111•·r '/.~i 

1.-111r,,, ·'''111ii1. 10111<1 1:•: T;11llid 1;:::. n111 · 1.~ ( /111- 1·n11hi111 i..; 

fr1•ft1l•·11l t·llnll! .. !'11: ~ 111 ..,,1•-., j..,, ~o tl1·-.ig-11;1l1·.J )'1•p1·;J11·dly. ;1..; i11 1111· 

fir"! ,.,.""'' 111' 1Jii-., 1·l1<1pt1·r. \\·l1i1·l1 nf 1·011r..,,1· j..,, 1·di111ri:1l. ( li1 1· 
111ii .. d1t tl1i11k tlrnt i11 addr1·s..,,i111-! (; od ~lo...,, . .., 1·01ild 111' spnk1·11 of 

as ' i.~/;11. I tl1111h1 it. For. ll1t111~ . .d1 th•· plir:1..,,,· 1·l1·;1rly .... i!!11ifi1·..,, 

ori1 .. d11all.'· 0111· p11..;:-;1·ss1·d Ii_,. ·nulii111, sp<'1·iti1·ally l1y n1/i '1 /11 /ii111 
(so 11;;1..,.·Ji1·r . yd llw :,!'•'lli1 j,·,. i~ 1101 wl1;11 \\"t' 1·all p1,..;..,,, . ..,,..,ir1·; 1111· 

phra .... •· i-., ratllt'r ta11la11101111l lo 1s ·, ;_~1 r ( r11~1 ) 'dulii111 1)(1. 
J 11' II I 't. • i.~ /,· 1 I \\" 011 Id St.,· 111 i 111 ti It• r;J l I I 1 .. 

1\ 1·1·11rdir1g" to th1· s1•1'(111d Yi1•\r, /uisli/1 /.'11 i-., i11l1Tpn·t1 ·d as 1li1· 

g1•11it i,·,. of po-.,..,1·-.,..,,io11. 'lll'l111q .. ~i11:: to l l1y /iusiil. ' \\' ,. 111;1y 11111111" -

1 ""Pll11all"•'ll: • d1•111 :\b11111• dPi11!'r FrP1111oJ .. ..J1:1 fl.' I I i~ 1101 1·l1·ar wlwl lwr 
an P1111•111lalio11 i-. ir111'li1•1I. 
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diatl•ly dispos0 of th t' altog·ethel' rn1t ena hl ~ notio11 that ~ws id, 

· t•leml'lls. · ' Ul'1 l'l 'llL'r. · is n11 nppl'llat ion of t lH· lki1>' ( l'astalio, 
Stad t• ) : ill thl' first plan· God hi1m;p]f is addl'essed (Hashi ) . and 
tht'll ~wsid. tltong-h nsed predieatiwl~· ( .Jer. :~: l~: P:-1. 1-L): 17; 
hent·1 1 i11l'lndt'd <1mo11g the sen·1l1>' 'NamPs · of tlw Dt>ity in 
Ayurlut/1 Shir llushiri111. l'<l. ~khl•t·ht e 1·. J()R .. \ ' I. 67 8 ) . 1~annot 
lw said to lw a11 11ppellatio11 of tlw Deity. ])illma1m. Kiinig. and 
E. :Jl1•.n.' 1· takl' 'I.~ l'Olll'etiwly: · :Jfa1111e11.' the bod>· of th e L<.::' \·it es 
\\·ho ;1rc snid to ' belong to.· 'ht• dvset•ndPd from (fil'titiously),' 
lioll ·s godly OIH'. :Jfosps ( Ol' Aaron ; so Kiinig ; tlw11 the descent 
nPcd 11ot lw ffrtitions ) . Th e l'ol!Pl'tin" inteqH'f•ta tio11 of 'is is 
sharl'd Li~· 11rn11>· l'O lllIIH'11tntors \Yho snpport the first YiL·"· rn e11-
tione1l ahoYe. The p roo f tlwt 'Ls rn ay lw ns<'tl as a l'Olleet iYe is 
deriYvd fro m Jsai. :21: 9. " ·here, hom.::'Yer. t lw eolkctiYe force 
inl11• n•...; in tbt> a11t el·edent nonn rr·k cb and is the11 transfrrred to 
the gowrning- 11 ou11 ·,~!; : b11t in partitnla1· from the " ·ell -known 
<·ombinntious 'i.~ Israel. 'is .Judah, 'i.s Ephraim, ·1.s Tob. Is-sal'har, 
'i.~ ( ind. the lat ter Otl'llITing on the :\Iesha Stone. J tanuot 
n ndvrstarnl how th e phrase 'i.s ~11/s id .Tahwh ea11 at all be placed 
on tht• sanw footing with ·1; I srael. d l '. In the latter eombina
tioll 1hv geni1i w is not of possl'ssion. ' th e 11w11 bel on g ing t? the 
body of Israel. ' hut rath l' r of expliL·ntion (l)(( j 1/11 of the Arab 
gl'ammarians ) . l n other \Yords . ·1.~ nad means · the hod>· of men 
const itn t illf!' <-h1<l. ' not · th e bod,\· of me11 1.wlongillg to , or 
des\·endt>d from, Ga<l. · Ael'Ordingly. the 11o m1 sen·i11g as expli
l'atiY<' 1m1st lw a l'Ollediw like1Yis1,. a trilw-11a m1' : only thus is 
the t·oll1·d iYe fon·<, imparkd to the m1tt'ted<·11 t 'i.s. 

\Y \Jetlier ~1ilsirl ck((. lw an appositive in t lH' sam.- l'ase as 'is or 
an expl i<·at iw g-en itiw taking th1• plaee of an apposi t ion, 'is 
must . gl'ammati l'a lly spL·aking, denot< · an indiYidnal. Of eourse, 
·;.~is i11 the l'Ollstrnd stat<·. is ~11/sid .Jahwh has its ai wlognes in 
·nolu· :'11ri. ~ ~am. ~~: :~. fol' 1Yhi1·h '"e find 'di -~11ri in tllL' par
all<,l p;1ssage. Ps. 1.S: :: : ~l(lll c r( fo' i111. E zPk. :21: ::-± : 'u 11.sc l!a
tari111, 1 K in gs 10: };) : btf 11lat but Zion, :2 Ki11µ:s 19: ~1 ; be11 e 
frtrl:~·r · 111~1 r- ka, ])<111. 11: 1-1-: "a11.~ c li i'·11 r btll{rt' ul, .Jnd. 1U: ~2. eon
tra:-;t "1/111 1.~i 111 l>tnr bnifu'11l, Dent. 1: ~: 1-l : h l· 11<'< '. de:-;pite 't111usim 
fjilJort ~111 /{, 1 ( ' lJ . :-1: :2 -f . i1 is p t' l'lllis:-;i\Jle to Yil' \\' "i .~ ill 'I.~ yibor 
~11117. H11th 2: 1 ;1s i11 tl11· 1·oi1strnd ~tntl'. ?\'"011_, y ,-ZJ11 r tomim Ps. 
l ~: :2 !) . I11 011r \'Cls<'. li<'l'<l Jtsl' of l t- , th is YiP\Y is t h1, on!>· possible 

{) l lP. 
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I said th at ' i.~ d1·11ot1 •...; h1·r1• g-n1mmatic"<illr an i11cliYid11~11. \\-1• 

know th·· II 1·hr1•\\' idinm ' i.~ SI/ /" u1--<~of1t . ' ii 1w .~i111 u~1i111 . 'i.~1t ( h I 

'11 {111111 111 ( h 1. and th1· like. \\'here 1101·mall.\· th 1• 1•xp l1·1in· is lw:--t 

left lllll rn11:--latt-cl I 1·0111 p. _\ ,-. l~ t'll . r:: :-- cl lid ('lllll l'il :--1 :.? ~<1111. 

1-!: .) · . .:\ .. \.t'l'l l1«·!..:--s. 1111' pol'! i111 l11lg-1 ·1 l i 11 1111· l d1·011<1:--111. I w1·<111:--e 

'i.~ ·n11hi 111 W<h i11 hi ..; 111i11.J . 11 is tn11· .• \ ;11·011. <1 :-- tl11· i1111• rpn•1 1· 1· 

of hi :-- IJr11 th1· 1-. 111 i: .. .d1t lw :--pok1·11 of" " hi ..; 1111fii ( · · • <111.J ~fo-.:1·s . ns 

hi:-- i11 .... p i1 ·""· <1:-- ·n11lii111 : 11111 · ;.~ ·nuhi111 1·011ld "•·<1r1·1·l .'· 111 · 111<1 .!1 · 

tn r1·ft.1· to ..-\ ar11 11. 11 1·11 1·1• 1li1· p111·1 11<1 -.: ~!""''" in mi11d . 11 1· 

tl1i11k , 11f lii1 11 ;is 1111· L1·Y i11· p<t r 1·x1···ll1·111·1" 1111· 11111· ,\-l1t1 \\'<t:-- 1111· 

<ll'i!..!' ill;tt 11r of th1• Ll' \·iti1'itl f11111· 1io11 :--. l: y Iii:-- ' id" ;111d <1f1t-1· l1i111 

t 111· \\']111!1· t ri lw a1·t :-- a s lw tl111·,: 111·11 1·1• t ]1,. 1 rn11, i1 i11 11 t'ru 111 t 111· 

:-- i11 !..!' lll<tl' 111 tlw pli1r;1] i11 1h•· ''"Jll•·I. l o 11·· r1·,111111·d l1y Tlw _,i1t!.!1il;11· 

n1 tit•· 1·11.J : 1h1· 1·0111111 .. 11ta1or" ...; IJ 111il.I 1101 l1;1\·1· 1r111tld1•d tl11·111-

, ,.]y, . ..., at nil <1ho11t 1l1i, "11p p1t-.:1·tl dit1i1·1111,\". 'i.~ /11isl1/ .l;i]1y,.]J i:-

~1 11"·"· pri11wrily fnr l1i111..,,·lf. 1111·11 111., 0 ii' 1111· ]1·<1d1·1· 11t' <1 likl'-

111i11d1·d l111dy 11!' lllt'll. 

]);id 1]11' jlClt'f "' 't'll fi1 1111 ·11)1.._1!]1 O))t• of II ' . \\'I' llti!.dtl ltil\'t• " \l~·

j.!'1'"11•1] to l1i111: / ,- ·;.~ s1J1l1 l.-11. \\·l1i"11 i:-- tl11· 1111 ly 1·x<11·t J l,.J1r1·\\' 

1·1·11tl•·ri11~ of \\···llli;111 ... 1·11·...; 'd1·111 ~lc11111" 1]1· i111·1· ].'r1·1111d s1· ]1;1ft. ' 

111 1 ]1,. 111<111 ' 1i.~·1 r · 1111111t! l11-s111l .] ii 11 \'1•]1. \\·1111 \\';t...; 111 ·,- 1111111 !11-l.-uf 

!11111. I : 111 Ji,. 1·1111,1• 111 1·oi11 !tis o \\·11 {d tl'il"' · T ilt' l11isi1/11f of 

~ ( 11..,.., j.., <1p11i1J'1·11tl.\· 1·\1·111plili1·d l1y 1111· r1·l;ili\·1· 1·L111 ... 1·s f11llmri11!..!'. 

1~ 11111 \'1·rlt...; '11/.:11 • Ii . ril1 11111:--t lw 1;11\1·11 i11 l11111i1!11 pi11'11·111. i11 

tt-r11i-- id' 1·01111111·111];11i1111. :--:11 1111· T;1r~·11111 ;111tl ~ it'r•· l1y 1r111• 

i11...,1i1wt: :--11 ,t]...,11 111·· l ' 1·:--l1it;1 i111 .! pr11h<1lily :--:.n11111<!1·l111.... I f 1l11·r1· 

lw ;111y dit'!i1·11!1y <1lto111 tlw "·1·1111.J \·1·rh. llt•' I" ' i, 1·c·rt<1i1tly 1111111• 

<1!111111 111·· tir...,1. j ...,;ii .. -1 1 : ~~ will ...,1·n·1· ii" ;111 1•\;1111pl1·. 11 ...,1ill 

i111pJj,., 111<11 ~ ! 11:--1·:-- l1itd ii ril1 wi1l1 ;1 1!1irrl p;irt,\· ;111d tl1;1t 111• \\it' 

\·i11di1'itlt'd 11.\· tlw I >1·ity. Tl 1;it :--1pi;11·1·" witl1 lilt' ;11 ·1·1111111 i11 \'11111 -

lwr:--. 1lt11t1!!lt 11111 i11 1·\"t'I',\' 1]1·1;iil: it ,i111ply ...,]111\\·s 111<11 '1111 · "i11 

111' ~J11...,,.,· j..., ;111 aflt'r1111111!!l1t. Tl w ll 1·l1r1•\r 1·1111,1r111·tic11t will 

!t:tl'clly '-lll1p11r1 I·:. ~ 1 1',\"c·r·, r1·1·1111,1J'll•'lt•c] 111yll1. ;t1•1·11r1li11~ 111 

\\·l1ic·l1 ~lo...,1•, \\T,....,111·d \\·i;l1 tilt' l> .. ity lik1• a "'1·1111.J .l;i1·1d1 ;111d 

\\'OJI tilt' c]i\·i11t' lll'i !C'lt·. 11 11· l'ri111 :11111 Tl 111111111i111. Ti lt' ~l i1lr;1,l1 

"lwaks of \J11...,1·...; \\'J'1'"1li11g \\itl1 tit•' illlg .. ],, \\lw11 lw ...,111r1111·tl 

ltt•;t\"t'll :i11d :--11;i1t'lwd 111" T111-;tl1. ~" 1 lw 111y1 It h pl<111...,ihl" 

1·1101q.d1: ll1tly it j..., 11111 l111)'1tt' 11 111 l1y 111" 11 .. t.1·1·\\'. 

\\'1 · 11111:--t f;tll h;wk pritll'iJtillly 1q1111111i.:1nh 1 "" ttoi111ill!! lo tit•• 

11w1111•·r i11 wl1i1·lt li1isid11f 111a11if1·s1s ih1·]f. .1 11...,1 '"' l ... r<11·] 1 .. sh 
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the Lord to find ont whether the Lord is among th em or not ( Ex. 
11: I ) . so the Lord tests Israel to lrnm,· \did li e r lH' will walk in 
his law or not ( Hi:-1 ) . whether he will keep his tomrnalldmcnts 
or not ( Dt·nt. 8: :! ; sec also .Jnd. :2: :!:! ; :J: -! ) , \Yht•th er th e~· love 
the Lord th1·ir (;od with nil th eir hL·art and with nil their soul 
( l>L·nt. 1:~:-+ ) . Th e p11rpose is most eomprchL' nsi w l.'· stated 
D1·nt. ~: :2 .: luil11·at 'ct '£1.~cr bilbabka, l'omp. :2 Ch. :J:!: :n: lada'a t 
kol bill)(/l)I) . The Psalmist prays that the Lonl may put him to 

the kst ( 1>11 ~11111, see Targll!n aml S~TiaL· in our passage; /1 i.~a (71) ) . 

assay (;"11 rn/) his r eim; an d h eart ( Ps. ~G: :! ) . His hea r t will 
l> l' fou n d pure ( .Jl: l:! ) as gold ( za/111 1> f11l10r fre11uen tl~·). .Jnst 
as he is l'ertain of his jnstifkation ( wi.~pat) bel'anse he <'Oll<lntts 
himself " ·ith straig-htfonrnnln ess ( hu l1k btt111710 ) , with a heart 
straight ( f!/.~or , :! Kings 10: Vi. \Yiih no nps and downs. Slll'h as 
tharad1·riz1• l rb '11 7.'o b, .JL' l'. 11: 9 LXX; th e opposite of 'akob is. 

111i.~ o r. lsni. -±0:-± ) . free from turns a11Ll twists (·i~·l--,.~ ut, '11 k1110-
nu t. B1>n1k .. )9a. l'L'quiring strnight eni ug ont, p118af, ib. ) . " ·holl y 
d t>rn ted. loyal ( .~rtlcm fre1gw11tly: fr"e from clnplil'it.Y. lcb ualcb, 
Ps. l:!::l. the opposit e of ko l frbab ) . faithful ( 11 c ' [ 11w11, of 
.Ab rn ham . summing: np the J-;('sult of all t he tests t o whi1·h he was 

pnt. L'Olll p . 11b(k11?a 111 11im:~·11 ( · J .folrnz, Abot derabbi Nathan, c. 
:1:: ). ~o he im ·ites thr cliYin e t t>st l>e1·nuse he has had before his 
C'Y(,s. W<h l'nnst antl,\· gnidetl h,\·. the L ord\; ~1 cscd and walked 
in liis ·rmrt. The two an· rPp l.:' atedl~· eolloeat rLL It is n redl ess 
to go thruugh th e ramifh·;1tions of 11wa11ing of the word ~i cscd or 
to spl'ak of th e diffieult,\· " ·hil'l1 trnnslators haw with it.· 'The 
Yi rt w, that knits tog1·t lwr soeiet )· · (Robertson Smith ) . wh etht>r 
we <'all it killdliness. or llll'l'l',\' . or graL'L\ shows itself in d eYotion 
horn of affl'd ion or implicit trnst (.Jt>r. 2 : 2 ) . It reYeals th e 
snperfit ·iali ty of Olli' g:rammari nn s arnl lexieographcrs wh t>n they 
\YC:ffer lwtwt•t>Jl the aetive a11d passin· signifil'atio11 of ~utsid, now 
eompari11g /,·11:"ir ( 'rPap er .' lsai. 11: .) ) antl pa~·id, now sakir arnl 
asir. T hl' atljL·ctiYe is tlearl)· denomi11n tin' . ~wsid is 'i.§ ~i cscd 

( l'Olllp. '1111 .~r ~1 c srrl , I sai . 07: 1 ). just as sa'ir, ' hairy ,' is the 
same as bo'11l sc' ur NeLlarim 80h ( in 2 Kings 1: S the phrase is 
tantamount to b11' al '11(t rrct S(' rtf ) . ::\Iicah I: 2; Isai. 57: 1; 
Ps. 12: 2 are the tl11'C'<' passagt>s in whil'h lament is mad e for the 
tlisapp eal'Hllt'e of that class of m en. the '011.fo ~I CSed, th e ztasid. 
In eal'h t'ase a differ ent. synonym is used in the parallel clause: 
:" r((fi~·. i11for, 'tm1111im ( 'faithful ones.' not. ' faithfulness'; comp. 
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2 Sam. :20: 19: ~n 11111 e ·(-JI! 111u brad. of t ht• g-ood olcl 1 i n11 .. · -..1·h lt'1·t 
m1e1 l'l'l'ht. · ) The qua I it iPs of t h1· ~1asid 111anifvst t h1·11h1•I n·s in 
j11stiC'l'. 11p1·ight1wss. faithfulw·ss. Thi• !Joi lo ( · I ~111.-.:iil is p;11·. 
allt>ll'11 h,\· 'i.~ mir11111 (711 tu-·au/11(/1 ) ( Ps. -t:~:J 1 . Tl 1t· plur;1J. 

~ul:-:idilll. whil'h O<Tlll'S oul~· ill th 1• Psalh·r (also i11 th•· p,;1llll of 
Hannah. 1 ~am. :.! : 9 k l' l'l': al-..o Pro\·. :.! : ~ ) · ancl 1·h i··tl.\·. if 1101 
e11t ir .. J.\·. in late Psalms.· a1·1., tn .iudg-1• frolll par:ill1·l •'X JH'1•-..,io11s. 
the faithful 01ws. those that 10Y1· th1· Lord. tliat tlll'll 11nto hi1n 
with tlwi 1· h1•a1·t ( ~.): U LXX 1 . tlwt 111akt> a 1·0\·1·1w11t with hi111 
O\'l'l' sa1·l'ifie·ial ft.asts. and tli1· ~111.-.:id i..; tl1t• tni-..ti11g- -..1·1·\·a11t of tl11• 
Lorcl. Pri1•sts a11d ~11/sidi111 arc· .i11xtapns1·el Ps. 1:;:.!: ~l. lli. 

IJ.. 1·1., i11 l>1·11 t"1·on0111y. th•· t•·r111 is appli1·cl to tl1t· ti1·--t pri1·'-'t . 
.Jlu:-.1·s. a11cl tlirn11g·h lii111 11) th1· pl'i1 •stl~· tril11• L1 ·Yi . \Yl1 t·1 ·1• 
otl1t·r-.; l;11·ke·cl faith. tl1t•ir cl1·\·oti1111 fal1t-1·ecl not. 

\\'e ·rc:• I ol' those• who ar1· 1·1·ad,,· with '~ lae·<·:ilw;111 izi11g· ' all 
:-.orb nf portions of tlw Cl l1I T1 ·-..ta11lt'nt. ill thc> P:-.a llt' I'. in the· 
l'ropllC'ts. a11cl .. Js1·\rl11·1'e·. I 111ig·ht 111· t•·mp1Pcl to p1'011011111·1· ll1t• 
wliol•· L1 •Yi lde •s..;i11~ i11 I )1·11t. :;:: a ~f :JC'e·alw;i11 i11te·rpola t io11. Tli1· 
· B l1· ,si11g- o!' ~lose•:-.· i:-. pli11·1·.J 11,\· tlie• ll1:1j11rit,\· of 1·rit ie·-.. in th1• 
ti11JI' -.. a11.J :-;111To1111.Ji11!!s ol' .J 1·roho;1ll1 I I. :\ow. ;11·1·en·di11!.!.· to 

l\ i111.!s l'.2::n: J:!::::L .J e·1·o lio:1111 f. al'te•r th•· -..1·p;1rnti1111. 
appe1i111c'cl prie·-..ts fro111rn111111~·1h1• mnss of tl1t· p1 ·oplt-. ·s11C·h ;1..; 
\\'1•)'1• 1111t of tlw 1·hildr1•n of L1 ·Yi.' ;it tlw liigl1 p l;w1·s. <111el ;1s it 
wo11).J -..1·1·111 frn111 ]~: :{ ~. ;ilso ;1t He·tlJC•I. Ti ii' ae·1·C11111t. ol' 1·1111rs1•. 
i-.; po"t-l>c-11l1•J'ClllOlllie·. po-.. t- .J11s i;lllie· ( s1•1• e·l1. 1:; ' : till' l>1 ·111t'1·1111-
0lllie· poi11t 11!' rie·w 111;111il'1·-..t-.. ih1•lf i11 \·i1·wi11:,.!" ;1 s ;1 si11!'1il 1·1111tr;1-

\"1•11t i1111 of t lw h1w wl1:1t \\"ih l'•'!!<l l'cl1·cl "" Jll'l'l'•·1·t l.'· l:I\\ 1'1il i11 t IJI' 
ti1111·:-. a11te•1·1·1l1·11t to tlll' r1·1'or111;1 ti o11 ol' .lo..; i:il1. T lw e·J'iti1·s 
(11•1·1·pt t lw 1';11· t 111' t Ill' 11e1J1- Le·\·it i1·;il prie·st l111rnl i11 lltll't IJl'l'll -..;1111· 
t1rnri1·s: tl1011~l1. to 1•11'1·1'1 ;1 e·o111p1· .. 111ise• \\itl1 tlw 11;11Tnli\·1· 111' 
th•· i11--tit11tio11 of' tl11· l.1·\·iti1·;il p1·i 1·-..t l1e1111l ;1t ll ;111 i11 tlw Jll'l'-..oll 
of <t cl1•se·e•11elilllt of .\lo-..1·-.. . . J11.J. ] "' ( ;11·e·C1rtli11g to \'1•)'-..1• ::11 it 
re111ai111·t1 in tllC' family 1111til till' 1·:1pti,·ity .. r h1·;11·l 1 . it i-.. -..:1iil 
tl 1at tlw 11011- Ll'\·iti•s \\'••n• 1·111 p lo,n·il l1y tlll' side· 111' till' l.1·\·it1·-... 
J\ itte·I finds i11 :..! ( '11 .] l : J:: ff."'" 111111·!1 trntl1 tl1:it e·1·rt:1i11 L1·\·iti1 ·;il 
fa111ili1·s. r1·f11-.i11:.: to t':ill i11 \\itli .l 1•roho;1111's p11li1·i1·."'· 1·111i!!1·;1t1·d 
to .J 11dali. ll m\· tl11·11. \\"•' a--k. 1·01il.J ;111 lsr;11·liti:-.l1 \\Tit •'I'. ;1-.; tlJI' 
a11t l111r ol' I l1· 11t. :::{:"' ff . .J.,,.,, \'1·-..t pr i1·-..t ly 1'111wt i1111-.. . . ,111·!1 :1-.. 
111a11ip11lati11g tlw :-..:JC'l'1•d or:ll'I•·. ,i11dg-i11!! :111.J t1·;wl1i11!!. ;111d 1lli11-
i-..te·ri11:..:- at tlll' altar. i11 tlw tril,.. ol' L•·\·i ; ( li ll' 111111·1• p11i111. 
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Yer:-;e 9 rn1mistnkahly rd1•1·s tn the golt1Pn l'nlf inl'i<lent anl1 to 
th e part L1k1..' ll h>· th1' trihe of l.Jt'Yi at the c·ommantl of :JiosPs in 
1..' xtC'rrni1rnting the idolaters as na1Ta1l'd in Exodus :-{:! (('om
pnre a)so l) l'llt. }l): 8 'nt that 1 illH'.; tht• \'l'l'S!' OhYionsJ.Y l'OllllC'dS 
with Y. ;) ) . TIH• golil1'n l'alf story is l'Yidently a JH•1·si tlnge on 
tlw north1 ·rn worship so rnthl1•ssly nttal'kcd by Host'a; if tht'll 
the llaJTatiYt' makes it a point to l'OlllH,l'1 th e institution of LeYi 
ns a priestly t 1·ihe "·it h the Pxterminntio11 of the goldrn t•alf " ·or
shippers. it would follow that in th e North. at tlw ro>·nl sam·t11-
a1·y at net ht'] for instHlll'e, t]w prit'Sthood ·was not reanited from 
tht> tribe of LeYi. Thi · poet who penned the 'Blessing of :Jioses ', 
to jm1g:e from Y. 17. !ms no sl'rnpl es il lion t pict11ring Ephraim 
as a young: lmlloek. possessing hon1s of inrn1ense sizt>, "·ith whil'h 
it hntts the remotest nations. Henee. it is eoneei,·abk that he 
might not be among: the ieonoelasts objeding to th e use of that 
Yl.' r>· s>·mliol in .Joseph's sanetnary. ~ow reat1verse 11. 'Bless, 
.Jahwh. liis ~wil, and aeeept th(• work of his hands: smitC' through 
tlw Joins of them that rise np against him. ancl of them that 
hate him. that tlH»" rist' 11ot a~:ain. · ~111il 1..·annot possibJ~- mean 
here 'snbsta]](_.e, wealth ' (so Sifre) : it may mean 'force. army' 
or simpl>· ' might~ in the s~~ nse of ' ability, effil'ienl'~·.' The 
priests are spoken of as gib orc ~111il 111nc( ' )krt • ({bodat bet 
ho- ·nohi111. 1 Ch. 9: 1:3: eomp. simil arl>· of the LeYites ~6: S. 
Followin g ont \Y('lllianseu 's obserrntio11 with regard to :"aba ( ' ) , 
ho"· it originally lknotes 'milit<'lry sel'\'il'e' aml is th en recln l'ecl 
i.n P to tlw mean ing of 'LeYitiea1 serYiL·e.' we might see in the 
nse of ~wil here to indieate not strength for battle. lmt effil'i ency 
for Lt>Yit il'al sen ·il·t->, an inditation of late times. of the period of 
P arnl tht' Chroniel er. Th e Sl'l'Oncl half of the verse which 
speaks of e1wmi1..'s doPs not look as if it Jiac1 in mi11c1 on1inar.v 
opponent:-; ''"ho clispukd tlH' spiritual rights of the Levitical 
pri est s. At " ·hat tiuw. th en , \rere the llesl'endants of Levi beset 
by \Yarring ene111 i1·s if not at the periotl of the ::\Ial'ea bees ? Th e 
>face· a lwes. moreowr. lwlonged to the division of .J ehoiarib, 
which mc·a11s ' .Jahvc>h l'Onknddh. ' It might lw nssumecl that 
the '.poPt. in verse 91> plays on that name: ttribcJi 11. Into the, 
:Jfal'ealJean situation fits th(• ap1wllatio11 ~1a sid whi(·h became the 
party nam•' of thos1· who resisted H ellenization. Psem1o-.Jona
than un1lerstarn1s liy the em·mil'S Alrnh and tlw false prophets 
who oppos1:' tl Phineas-Elijah; lrnt also tlu_• ath·ersnries of .John 
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th<> hii.d1pri...--..t 1 st>t• Rashi and th e midrashi(· -..n11r1·1 ·s ncl t1 111·1 ·d h:· 

Berlin"r . 
Thi· plt>a for a :.Ia t·t·aht· a11 i11tt-rpolatio11 \\"011ld lw -..1 ·d11 1·1 i\·1· 

eno11g-h. D11 t .Jud. 1~ with ils L1·\·i ti1·ai pri1·sth ood ;it I >a11 
ft>ll!H i11.... 1111 im pt>a1·lrn hli·. Thi• i('o11nelil"t I 111 . ..;1•;1 1 I i-..pa l'<l!!i n!!l:· 
allwl1·,.- tn tlw pri1·:-;1s mi11ist1·rin!! to tlH· 1·ah·1·s 11f 1: .. 1lwl as 
ktmori111 I ._ ,.,. Z··p h. 1: +: :! K i11l! ;-; :!';: .-, : l·: J,·plrn111 i111• p ;1 pyn1..., 

Xo. I 1. n11 t i11 1·hapkr + ! th·· 1·m1·111lati1111 ;it th1· 1·11tl of \'1•r..;1· 
-l is i11g1·11io11-.. but JJl'\'1·rth 1•]1• .... s 1rn1·011\·i1wi11g 1 1lw propli1·t. 

in uphraidin!! th" \'1•11al and u11\\·11rth.'· pri1· .... tlio11d 11 f Iii ..; dn.'· 
()fi1·ah and nth1·rs do th1· s<1111" for .l11 d1«1 · . ..;Jiows 1111111i-..1akalil1• 

k11owl"dg(· that t Ii" pri1·st ly ordPJ' r1·-..1s 11pnn diYi111· in-..t i111t ion. 
'B.-1·a11 .... 1· tl1011 hast r1 •j1 •t"fpd th•· k1111\\· l· ·d!!•' i nf (;od . I wi ll 
r1:>jN·t th1•1•. tha t t!Jn11 <.; )J;i]t ]11 • Jin pr ii•-..1 to Ill•'. H <' j1•1·ti1m 
( 1111t

0

fls , i-; th 1• 1·rn11it1•rpm·1 tn l111li11r: 1·0111p .• l1·1'. ::::: ~-L 

Al'l·ordingl,\·. tlw a111···--tor' nf Il os••f! · .... 1·1111t1·mporm·i1·..; in tilt' 
pri1•..,tlinod \\'•'!'•' 011t·1• 1•l1·1·l1·d tn !11· pri1·-..h 1 l lk11hn1 ' · ( )!' 1·n11rs1•. 

that 1101·" not "'"." t li:it t lw.\· \\"••J't> L1·\·i1 ,...... Y··l. in 1 It•· ..., 1·11 ..;1• !!i \'1•11 
tht> t1·n11 h.'· \\'1· lllii111 -...·n th •·:· w1·r1· L1·\· it1· -... ~\nd tha t "'l11;i1·1·s 
with tl w ;1111·i1·11t <11·1·111111t .... i11 I )1·11t1·1·01 1nmy ;1111 1 tli1• pr1 ·- l )1·1111 ·1·-
01101n 1t · ..;111ir1· 1·:->. If n..;1·;1 ..;l111w .... hi111 .... 1·lf w1·ll-\'1•r..;1·1l in ti !•' ;1111·i1·11t 

saga-;. Il 1· p1111..; nn t h•· 11:1111t· l..;r;Jt·I ( 1:2: + :111d. il '-•' •'llh. 11 111·
po'-'• ·I :· 11wk1•-.. 11 -...· nf ri lJ ( ,.,.I',•' :i . :.Ia,\· 11111 t IJ,. II"'•· 111' th1· \'1')']1 
rih in -! : -! lik1· \\· i .... 1· Ji,. a p l;1y 1q111 11 ..;111111· ..; 111·lt 11;11Tal i,· ,. ;1..; 1111il1·1·

li1·s !>1 ·111. :::::!I ! .\ 11d 111<1,\" 11111 11 11 • 1·11n.i•·1·111r1· 111' ;1d,·a1 11 ·1·d tlt<1t 
th 1· pri 1· .... 1linn.J <11 H1·l lwl \\·1·111l1y1111· 11< 1111•· of .J ,·l1ni;1ril1 ;111d tl 1;11 
tl11· :\f;w1 ·; il11·<111 f;1111il,,·. \d 1i1·l1 Ji,···d i11 ,iJ,.....· 11ri1y f;1r fr11111t lw1·;1 1' i
ta l. lrn1I J'1 •1 ·r11it1·1I i1 .... ,· lf t'r11 111 tli•· ..., ,·;1111·r•·· l ··l· ·1111 ·111 -.. 111' tli·· 11 l1l•·r 
lsr;11·li1i -.. l1 l1r;1111·lw-..? \\',. 1~1111\\' tli;11 /: adok -..11p1il:11111·il El1 i
atlwr wl 1n J,.. J1111!!•·d t 11 1111' 1-:l i.J,. f;1111ily al ~l 1il11l1. ;1111] tli:1t 111 
th1· p ;1-.. .... ;1:.,!'•' 1 ~ ;1111. ~: :!7 ff .. 1!11111!!11 tlw ;il1i.Ji11g- p ri1·-..th 1111d 1.., 
pro111 i .... 1·d t11 .%; 1.J 11 k. tlw 1•l1·•·tirn1 1 

/,,,;,,,, • •• 1,·i11h 1 11 1 111 tl11· pri•·..,1 -

hnod i-.. \"1·-..11·d in 1111' 111 I 'oh fn1111 whi1·li l·:li \\';1 .... "Jl l'llll!!. \\' ,• 
111ay tlwr1·f11r1· r•·-..1 1·111111·111 \\·i1l1 111•· l-..r;wli1i-..l1 11r i:,.!"i11 ,, f111·· l,, .,· j 
p1·r i1·n p1·. T l11· 11r i1· .... tl111111 l ,,,1..., ;111J1fl r• ·11lly J,. . ...,,.1 J,,,. 11111 111111·111-... 
1f il had 1q1 p<hili 1111. it 111 11-..t it....1·1f l1a\·1· J'!'l1\·11k1·il it l1y p l;11·it1;! 
i1 s1·lf all1war1 1·1·rtai11 01 111·1· 1110\·1·1111·111 .... 111· i11-..1i1111i 11 n-... T lw 
hi1·rar1·h i1· ;1l 1 .. 111l1·n1·i1·-; 11f 1111· 11r i1· .... tl1 11111I. wl1i1·l1 1l1·\·1·lnp1·1I tl11·ir 
fu ll .... tr1°1J g" l!1 lwlw1·•·11 E zra ;111d 1111• r i .... 1· 11!' 1lw :\la1·1·:tl11·1· ..... 111:11 
is wlw11 th•· 1·1111111 ry ,,.a..., poli1 i1 ·a lly 1111d1·1· f11r1·i:,.!"11 d11 111i11i1111 ;111.J 



it-. autonomy was of tlll' sp iritnal or cultural ki111l. tlie temlen 
l'ies in tht• direl'tion of l'•·ntralizing the guidantc· of the people 
urnst haYc· bl'ell asserted against the politil'all;.· autouomons state 
at a n"r~· t·al'ly period . ~o soon as a state was l'l"l·ate1l. a -.. under 
t h(· ~Iael'alwans. tlw setnlar power alJsorlJed tl1e pr it>:-- tly. domi -
11ate1l it: and u111lt: r H erod and the lkro1lian :-. the hi ghprie!".!t 
wa :-. a rnc·re puppt't in the hands of the etlrnarl'h . ~\pparentl ~· in 
1-..rael a similar pro1·1..·~s took plal'E'. .Ahab and the Omrid1· -. were 
inti:nt upon lrnilding- np a -..el'nla r stat e : the prophl·h appeared 
a ..; the tronblers of Israd: it i ~ tht:'y who umlermi1H~cl tlie -.. tate; 
an1l the priests. as \Y,_·llhansen puts it. always profit lJy the 
].,.~al'y of the r•·forming prophets . The arm of the .... tate. of 
thf-' kin ~. \Yas heaY;.- npon t li1·m. Reli &!'i on as l'(•prf-' -. t'llted by the 
L eYitiC"al pri1·..; t]wu1] ma•le oppo-.; ition to the se1 ·ular tewknties 
of th e stall.:- whi..11 \rnnlcl hold it in d1ec_·k. \ T ht:" :-.•::- wowment s 
an1l t·onnit'l'-lllOY•_·rnent-.. lrnYt: not tt•as1·d yet. ) H o, ea ma~· haYe 
l1ad rea .... Oih PllOugh to firnl fault with the pri•:sh a .... he kne'' 
them: but he ll e\'el' 1li .... pnk•l th1:ir rif,!'ht to asc·ewh·nl'y lJased 
upon cli,·inc:_. dection. T he king-..hip " ·as to hirn and to the 
proph 1~t -. in !!Plwral a lwatl1•·u in -. titntion. g-iYen in tliYine anger. 
Tht· p cwt of Dt_·ut. :J;:; i-. nationalist •:nong-h to rt-.ioic:e in Israel ·s 
Yidorion -. po:-; ition: lmt the ..,piritnal lt'at lership in that .... tate he 

wonhl an·orcl to L .,.Yi . H e '.nmlcl haYe it a -; in tht:' tla:·::- of )foses 
wl H:·ll .Jall\'eh "·a,.; K ing a1Hl the propli et -p rie .... t hi :-- ~111:sid. hi s 
1]t=-YOtt:tl .... en·ant . 


