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JOl'RX.\L OF illBLIC.\ L Ll'l'EIU'lTRE 

~c~mtm OF LETTERS IN 'rIIE PEXTATEl.C H 

ALEX .\XDER :\L\nx: 
JE\YISH THEOLOGIC.\.L SE~IIXARY OF A~IEI:ICA 

Th e nnmber of letters in eal'h of the books of th e P eutat en.d1 
is not fo rnHl in any edition of a :\Iaso retic Bibl e hefore Gins
burg's. The latter deriYed his figures from hi s :\IS. 6, a compi
lation of th e earl~· part of th e nineteenth c·mtury b~- on e Simon 
Silberberg wh o intended to publish aml colketeLl subsl'rilwrs for 
his work in l S:?S-18:3-±. 1 

Professor Dlau ~ pointed out that there are Yery em;ions mis
takes in these numbers: to L r Yiticus exactly the same nnmlwr 
of letter.'\ is g iw n as to Genesis~ and to Exodus 20.000 less than 
to an~· other hook. H e furth er pron-11 their inaccn ral'~- by com
paring th ese figures with the sum of those giwn to the weekl~· 

portions in the :\Iasora. Ginslmrg n ewrtheless r epeats his 
inC"orrect statcnwnts in hi s n'-'". Cllition of 1908.3 Yet there is 
:\Iasoretic· inform ation arnilabk on thi s point " ·hi eh has heen 
owrlook1"d J,~- both seholars. Ridianl Simon in his IIistoire 
Criti r111 r. book I. ehapt er XXYL giws the tlata from a Bible 
:\IS. "Tit ten in P e1·piguan i:~oo . Th0 ~IS . he reftjrs to is 
n111lon l, kt11~· the one deseril)l'(l as no. 7 of the Catal ogue des JJSS. 
JI /l.Hc1u (f 8amaritai11s de la, Eibliotl1cqu c lmp frialc. ·Paris, 
l.SGG. fornwrly ~I S. Oratoin' ;) and thus l:Oming from the Lihra r.'' 
of the institntion \\·ith "·hich Simon \\'as conned ell. For the 

1 nin:o-:l111q.r. f// frui711cti <)1I tn t71r: Jl rrssorctico-Cri ti ca l Edition of th e 
H clJ1'f'll' JJiulr. Lon11on, J .Sfl i' , p. 16 ~-.:; . l b .. p. 110-11, a specimen of S ilher 
l•erg ':-: met l1 0<1 is ;;dYPll n-hich shon-s t ha t lw follon-ed to some exte11t the 
scheme giYen h:· Hartmann, L i11guistiscl1c Ei11leit ung in rlie B iicl1cr d es 

Li. T .. l3rern1'n, l "- 1 "-, p. i::.:3, which Hartma1111 t hought t o ]Je tha t of the Oh1 
:\lasorete:-:. 

~ J.Q.R., XYJ, ;3,j!J-60. 
3 In the snme n·ny Gin:-:hurg in the IV Yol. of his Masora takes no C'Og

niz:mce of Binn 's proof (.J.Q.R., YIII, p. 352 seq.) tha t Saa•1iah 's poem 
on the letters eontains only the mm1ber of times th ey occur in Prophets aiul 
Hagiographa exclmlin g the Torah. 
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sake of l'OllWJJienl'e I qnote his 'rnr(ls from th" E 11~·] i:-. h t rn11sla

ti on : ~ 

"l have 11 en·1·t h eless s e(•n a )Ja11 us<'ript of P1•rpig11<lll wh1·1·1·i11 

w as thi s part of tilt'· )fossord with s t>,·1· ra l otlwrs . ..:\ 1111 tlwt no 

Olll' ma:• do11lit hel'l'Of I w ill s1't t h1· 111 down ;1..; [ r1•;1d t '11·111 

rel'kon "d np in this man11s1·1'ipt (' o p,,._ TIH' J'1• a1·1· ]:.! P ar:-.1·inth s 

or 1-!'l't·at ~ 1 ·dio11s i11 (31·11l·sis . Th1 ·r1• <11'1' -i:: of thos1• whi1·h :11·1· 

C'a ll 'd ~1·d;1rim or Ord1' l'S. T li1•r1· a1·1• 1.-,::-1 \ "1·r:-.1 •s. :211.1i:: 
\rords. i!".llJO L ettl' l'S. a11d the mid :-.t of this Hook 1·011:-.ists in 

th ese• wo1·d s . \" 1• al ha rwka tihil'h. in ( 'ha p. :!I. \' 1·1 ·. -W. Th1·r1· 

are tin· P11 i11h. ( thPSl' ar .. P oi11h 111;1'11• 011 tlw top nt' so11 w lt-ltvrs 

rn1·11tio11 'tl Ji~· ~- .Jt.rom . ) :. E xodu s has ] l J>arseioths. :~:: :--; ,.,1a
rims. 1:211~! \' .. 1·sPs. i-;:~ ,-lli l L 1·tt1·r-.. mid tlws .. words. E l11lii111 L o 

'rl'kal\1·1. in ( ']ni p. :!:.!. \ ·1·1'. :!I. al'•' i11 tli1· v 1·1 ._,. rniddl1 • of 1hi-. 

B ook. T h1·rt· are in L 1· , ·i1 i1 ·11s 111 J';11·:-.1· i11 th s. :2.) :--;1·dari111s. :--.->~I 

\· 1·r-.1·..;. ] UHi:! \\"01·.J s. -1 -t!h!I L1·tl1·1·s. a11d th1·s 1· \\'or1k \ ·1·]n111-

r1ogP<1 l1ilw:-.m·. i11 ( 'hap. 1.->. \ "1·r . I . ar1· th1· 111iddl1• words . T h1·re 

Hl'P i11 .:\1111ilwr-; 111 J>ars1·i11ths . :::: :--:1·dari111 s. ]:! "''-' \'1 •r-.1·s. ](j_j"11j" 

\\'ol'ds. lj :!,.):!~l L 1·t t1·rs. a11 d th1·s1• word-;. \ ",, l1aia-is ash " I' 1•lwl1<1l'. 

i11 < ']i;1p. l I. \"1·r . .>. ar" th1· 111iddl1• wol'ds. Tlwr1· ;1 r1· i11 I >1 ·11-

tPr111 10111y ]ll l' ar:-.1·intlis. :\] :--;1•1]<1r i111s. !>II.->.-> \" 1· rs1 •s . ll i.::!l-1 \\"or1h . 

i"d. "- !I:.! L1·lt1·r:-.. and the· llliddl1· "'0!·1!... of this l~ ook :1r1· Y1• . \-.1 ·ita 

A I pi I Li da rn I'. i11. ( 'hap. 11. \ "1·r. 10. "•; 

~l y a ll•·11ti 1111 \\'<1s dnrn·11 to tl1i-.. q1111latio11 lry ;i J'Pl'1•r1·1w1· i11 ;111 

old. ot lw nri-.1· 11-.1·!1·-.-. ~!Ti1111111:1t i1·;il work l1y ( :1·or!! :--: 1tarp1•7 111 

\\'hi 1·l 1 fl11• )l\ Jll1l11•)' t11' lt'Jl1•)'-. i-., oli-.1•11-.:-.1•d ill OJ'd1•)' 111 J>l'll'I' t l11• 

'. I f 1ifi,·11/ /{ 1,,/111.1/ 11/ 1/11 11 /,/ T1 .d1111•• "' · 11· ,-;11 , /1 111·i.t1i1111//.11 111 F r• 11,./1 

ii!/ F 111/11 t ·""""''• / 'r i 1 sl 11/ 1/11 ( ',11•.•//'1 .•/11111111 11/ llu 11 ,-11/111·f1 . .I 111 / ·"'"'' 

l r1111sl111.,/ 1,tf., /.11•1/1.,/1, /: 11 11 /', '"'"" ,,• 1,1 1111/1 1.11 11:. ll :iml'dr•!I ; . l.1111 .(1111. 
lfi" :..'.. 11. l •i:..'.. llr• rr•fr•r..; to Jlw ~:11111' .\(:-;,in o·liaj'll'f' .\.\!If, 11. 117, \\illi 
tli P \\11rd..,: •• f l1a\1• '"'''II :1 .\I:-;. \\ l1i1·li had :.'.I ll 1111k.., 11f 1111· ll il1lt• \\l1ir·l1 l1ad 
), .. ,.,1 \\ril :ti l'1·r1•igr1a11 i11 1111' y1·:1r );;1111 iu :1 1w:t1 t 'l1ara•·lr-r. ·· 

. ( 111 1 lw 111!1 n:in lw :1.t.f ... 1 lw rr·f··r •'110'1': i I i1·r1111. (l ll•'" I. f I 1•l1r. i1 1 (; ,.II. 

' T h•' :-;;1111:irit:111~ ;d ... 11 li:t\'I' 1·1111111>'.f \\·., r.f ... :111.J lo• tlo·r .., 11f !l ll'ir )'o ·1 it:it•· 111·I ?: 
"''" l/ ./,,-,, ;,.,, , IX.:..'.:..'. :.!::; .!/:/, .. .'\.\\". 111 :.:. 

: T \\11 J1j._.., .. rtati1111..,: I. 1'111111 1111' l1 ri;.:i11 , t '1111..,trt1r·li1111, lt i\i ... i1111, :1 11 .f 
HPl:iti1111 or' L:111g11:q.,:r·"'· 11. ('l' roll 1111' I Jri;.:i11al l'11\\ 1•r.., 111' t ... IJror._: \\ iw •1·111 
i~ 11111\1-.I J°r••lll llw .\ 11:il11gy of .\11.t1:il•1·l ... , :111.t 1111' l'ro1"•rli1111 .,f l.1·11" ' "· 
t lr:it 1111' Il1•l1r1•\\' 1111i.,:li l '" J,.. r1·:1d \\il1111 11t f'o i11t .... To \\l1i1·l1 j.., ;i.j.j,..j, Tlw 
!-;p,•1111.J l·:di ti n11 . 1•1il:1q_:1 '>l, of a ll ..J1r1•\\' 1;r:1111111ar :111.t l.1·xi1·011, \\itl 111 1d 
l'oiut"'. By ( ,r,•gory :-;11aq11', l.L.f1. I.11 11dn11, 17.il. 
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unn·IiaLilit~· of the :Jiasoretc~s. It is interesting to eomparc his 
nwthod with that of Profosso1· Blaus who repeatell the same 
inwstig-ation nsing as one of the three texts on whieh l1e bases 
his eaknlations the Yery eclition consulted by Sharpe. As 
Slrnqw 's hook is not YPry common it may not be snperfinons to 
r eprint his "·onls ( p. 69-72 ) in fn11: 

'' The ~lason,ts are said to haYf' c·o1rnted eYery lett er in every 
hook. aml to luwe ldt ns the exad nnrnlwr of times that each 
letter ot·c·nrs throughout the Bible. It must haYe been Hry diffi
cult for them. not having the artifieial arithmetic of tlH' moderns, 
to manage Yery large nmnhers; and, to he sm·e, the~· did not 
imagine that any man wonl1l he so idle as to reekon them up 
after them. to proYe the tr11th or falsh~:>0cl of their calcnlations: 
And if the proportion of some of their letters had been more 
accnrately expressetl. the reacler woulll not have been troubled 
with the following snpputation: 

'' In the bible published by Desrnarestz at Amsterdam, Anno 
170L without points. eaeh leaf contains four columns. each 
colmnn ;)1 lines. and each line, at a meclinm, ~1 letters; which 
is less than the truth. To determine the number and proportion 
of letters. I east np fonr colmnns, in fonr different books. Part 
of the 27th ehap. of Genesis. making a complete column, contains 
1110 ll'tters; part of the 2>M chap. of .Jeremiah 1090; the book 
of Obadiah 1121. For a medium. if yon add these numbers 
together, and llivide the total b~r four, yon have 1092, which is 
morP than ~1 letters to a line. After this J went thro1l°gh the 
bible, page by page, aml allowed 21 letters for C'ach line that I 
snppliecl. in order to make the number of lines in every column 
foll :)] . wlwre the beginning of books. of ehapters, or of sections, 
ot«asioned any break or 1lefed in the lines: Allowing also for 
six blank tolnmns after th e Pentateneh, for fonr blank colnmns 
lwt1n'e11 Kings arnl lsaiah, for six before the Psalms. antl two 
at the end : And as some few pages of names and numbers did 
not eontai11 21 lrtters in each line. I retkoned them at 19 letters 
the line. On tlw whole. in this wa~· of snpputation, I deducteJ 
:W leaws. 1 eolnmn, and 18 letters from the 29:3 h•aYes there are 
in the 1\·hole hook: And then multiplying the remainder hy 4 
for the nnmlwr of colunrns, and the product by 51 for the imm-

8 J.Q.R. YIII, p. 345-46. 
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her of lines. and that ag-ai11 b~- n fol' thl' 1111111ht •l' of lc•ttel's. the 
total l'Cllllt' 011t l.16~.08:~: whil..'11. altho11g-h it Ji., lt•s" than the• 
trnth. is :~;):.?.t-0:~. more than Sl.->.:.? bO. thl' 11uml1<•1· of th•· :\lasurds . 
.A.ml if yo11 \\'t •J'f' to tak<' awa~· -lUU l'Ol11mns. 01· ] (10 11·:1\"t' :-. from 
t}H' :.?9:~ then' are in thL' book th(• rPmairnler alo11 e will •'X('l't>d th e 
)fasoretie 1mmlwr by l lJ>:t~. lfr111·t>. to us•· t lie \\'Ol'ds of B11x
t orf. Ln l't ii e111f'r 1wrsp i l' i 1 nr. q 11a11 ta h on1 m h om in um f 11 • ·ri t 
indnst ria. q11am lahorios11m studi11111. qua11t1i:-;q11t· z•·lns. 11t i111t-g·
ritat em n·l in mi11imo APIC'E im·iolt1tam t·ons('l'\":tl't'lt1. 

· · P<'l'l' Simou sa~ · s. lH' saw a ma1111'i1·ript at P l'rpig-11<111 in ~p<1in 
(si l') . in whith therl' was an an·o11nt of tlH' 1111111hl'l' of ldt1·r:-1 
('Olltain .. d i11 thl' Pt •nta1l'11th. wr~· di fft•J't• nt from that of Halihi 
Saadia. \rliil'h is t'alh·d th e :\Iasorl'ti1· 1m1lllwr. In thL• Pt·111<1 -
tenl'h 011ly. a1·1_·ordi11g- to that :\I~. th1•r•· an· :rn:LfJl l l•·11•·l''i. 
And if. a(_'(·ordin~ to m,\· lll<lllllt'I' of (•0111p111 i11g- tlwrn. you :illow 
i:: ('0]1111111s and tht> two blank 1·ol1111111s <1ft.,1· 1ht• P L"11tat•·1H·h. 
\rhieh lwlo11g- top. I.> and fo111· lines. whit'h is n('<tl' th .. 1rntl1. :111d 
cle(l11<·r this frolll th1 · prod11l't nf I:> X -t- X ;) 1 > :?1. yon will ha\·t· 
:10:>.1:-,1 = tlw 1111111 lw1· of l<·tt1•1·s in tlw Pt •111 at1·11t·l1. Thi:-1 is 
1.11-t- lllOl'P than in th .. :JI~. of P1·rpi!..!'1Ja11; li11t tlw11 i1 is as n•'<ll' 
as possil>lt>: For if 1 had allO\n•d .)() insl<'ad of .IP for 1lw 111111Jlwr 
of li11<·s. and ~() for ~1. thP 1111111lwl' of ldtt>l's i11 n Jin•'. lht• total 
would haw •·011w 011t l!J.n.-,1lt>ss1h:rn i11 tlw .JI~. It' I had 
allO\rPd :11 li111·s in a l'Oi11111 11. and 0111.'· '.20 1..tt• ·rs to a lillt'. tlw 
1111111IH'l' wo11ld ha\'t> lwt •Jl 1::.:~:il l1·s:-1 1lwn i11 th•· }. IS . If I h:td 
allom·d ~1 lt>tt1·rs to a li1w. and l111 t .-,o li1tt•s to a t·oli11nt1. th•· 
n1111ilw1· wo11tl ha\'t• l>t •t>IJ lt-ss th;i11 tha1 of th1· }.I~ . J,,,. -t- . .'-11. 'l'l w 
difft>r•·JwP tlwr1·t'or .. of 1.11-t- is 1101 to lw rPi,!:ll'd• ·•l. It is r:1tlwr 
a proof that 1witlwr 111' 1lw s11111s ;in· \'1•1·y far fr•>111 tlw trntl1: h11t 
whi1·h is 11t•ar•·st will 11ot lw rP:tdily d•·t1·r111i11 'd l>y thns•'. \\'Ito 
know I 1 o \\' d i flit-11 It it is t o s 11111 11 p s 11\' I 1 a n 1111 ti >t> r o t' I ., t I t •rs. · · 

~harp1· <·011ws h:wk to tltis q11t·:-.tirn1 it1 tltt• prd:t 1·•· to his Lt·xi 
<·on p. !J-11 :ind lwr•· lw g-i\'t·s so11w rt>:illy \';tl11al>I·· i1tt'nr111:itirn1 
as for as th1•:-.t• 111i1111!t' q1wstio1ts ill't' of i11t<·rt·st. 

" I han• lat1·ly rt>1·1·i\'t·d a11 :1t·1·01111l of tit•· n111111>1·rs tak•·tt l1y 
:Jl•',\'t•r ( 'olw11. a .Jt •\ri~·d1 t1·at· ltt·r. lt·ar1wd in his ow11 la1q.!t1<q.!1'. 
1111dt>r tlw dir•·1·tio1t and for th•· satisfa1·ti 1111 ol' ;i g-t·t1tl•·1t1a11 

0 Blau dt''11ld!I four lirt•'!I lt> ~ !I :111.J hi !I rP~11 lt (i ii. p. :: lti 1 i ~ :11·<'o rd i1q . .: ly 
i1li~litly difT<> rt•ut pO;j :,! ~ j ) . 
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skillt•d m the mathcmatie Sl' iPn<:cs. who r etp1ired the sum of the 
ldtt>rs to he taken or l'ast up in snrnll parcels, Yersc hy Yerse; 
wliil'l1 was done. and th e entjrp sum~ are a~ follow: 

• ...... :-n .->:·m .. ... . ( 81.5:!:!) 10 

i ...... :)Oi'd :) . .••. . (:JO-I 1\)) 

il ...... :.!~·\() :> :.! ... ... (:28 1 -IS ) 

~ . .... . :!1051 .. ... . (:!11 ).\i ) 

J .. ... . :!li:;~-1 . ..... ( lG:H) 

(H-1 1-1) .. l -Hl:! . .... . :'J .••• 1.,~u~F 
( lUtilG) .. 10l):!3 .... .. !J .... i _.) ,) 

7 ...... :!1 510 ... ... (:!llil'.?) 

"'· ..... lSI:!.i .... . (JSIOGJ 
n ...... 110-W ...... ( 17\11)0 ) 
t!l . .... . 1;):106 . . ... . (J;",.)! l:! ) 

9S 'i3) .. (IS.) -L ..•.. J .... 1\· 1-llll 
-1 ;).i '.? ) .. -l:!.il .•. ... i ... . 
Sl iW ) . • :-;u10 . .... . J . . . . 1

1
. ll9tiO 

;)3G::? l . . 0:r1u . . . . . . i ... . 
r ...... 11::?-11 .. .... (11::?-1-1 J 
n .... .. 71 SG .. ... . ( /1.'-i/ ) ,, .... . /U::> :.! . ..... ( 103-1) 

391.) ) .. 39/tj . ..... ~ .... t 
~31 ).. S3-1 . .... . =, .... I 

-ISIO 

p .. . . .. -IGU-1 . .. . .. ( -1101 ) 

:!'.):!H ) .. :!\l:!.) . . ... . ~ ... · I 
1m3) .. 1067 ... ... r .... \ 

j :!1 9:-i ...... ( :!:!UO ) 

~ ..... :!10\1 . ..... ( :!10°-) I 

'.:' ...... 1:3:-;:-; .. . .. ( 1 S-1 3 J 

u .. .... I .'II) :! . ... . ( J.-.; l'.? ) 

T o tal. ...... :;u~ .-.;u-, 

Tlw nu111ber uf Le ttl'r:- i11 
< ;l'll t' :"i~ .•••...•.. .• • .. 7S' lfi-I 

F x<11lu::: ..... .. ...... . . fi::.-i:!D 
L t' Yitil'll:" ...•.. .. •. . . .. -1-1/!)0 
.:\nm ber:" . . . . . . . . . . . . . G:-:.:;:-:u 
l>l'U l t' l'Oll OlllY ........•.• ->-I Si):! 

Tota l .... .. :-io-1 .'-i().-> 

.·\ cco n 1i n.t! to my acco unt . . ::)0.)1;)1 
I >itft ·n·n cc only.. .. . . . . . . . . :-:-J 1i 

.-\ ceonl in!! to th e .:\I S. oi 
f 'prpig1ia11 . . . ....... .... . 3u;-rn11 

I >ifl'e n•Jl l'l:' ... .... . . .... .... S:!S 

1° For the sake of com11arison I a•1•1 in 1Jraek eb the numbers of Silberberg 
as l' ut t oget he r from (;ins burg 's ~lasso rah hy Blau ( iv .. l'· 3;:J'.? -3 ) . 
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E Yidr·ntl:i- :Jfr:i·er ColH•n did the• S<lllll' work \d1ie ·h Sillwrlic •rg 
l't>IWH!t'd "f'Yc•nt.'· yc>m·s Inte r and with Y•·r.'· similar re·snlt...;. ( 'nn
siclc>rali}f' ditfc>rc·nc ·e-.; W P 011]~- rind in <I fe·w in -., t;rnc·e• .., : w it h t., 

thC',,. amount t n -10: with i t n near! .'· 1111,: and "·ith ,i tu ~1111, : 

in a few othe·r in ...; tcrnc ·c•s cliffe·rc·11ee...; a11101111t te1 al>o11t :211. Thc• 
on}~· \" C" l'~· ]aq!e diffc>J'c•Jlc'l'S We' find i11 rd'c>J'e•111 ·1• to J . ll e•J'c• 
Gin~hu rg- g- in·s the numhe• r 16:-:-1 while• thc· 1111111he1· found h,\· 
CohPn a11101mt s to ~ (i.:) -1-1. Blan lwcl poi11lt'cl ont the· e•·icl1·11t 
ilJ('Ql"r('l°tllt'SS Of tht' foJ'l tJC' J' fi !.!'ll]'e• in thi -., iJht(J])e'e', n 11t hi s -., illli
lal' c·laims in rc •fc>l'elll·e to ..1 i Di nre• 11ot .... 11li....ta11tiatc>cl J,:· the• eul
culations of ( 'nhen . 


