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SO~\IE [~ES OF ;\l .:\IBEHS 

.Jo11 x P. P ETEH:' 

X Ew Yo1:K C'1TY 

E wr;.· n·aclL·l' c1f the B ible is c·o1J...;«·io11s 1o "01111· t•xtt•11t of th ~ 

part \\'hit·h m1ml)l'1·s p la ;.· in the· t1i\·i s i011 o f n ihlit ·al Hooks. 01· in 
the org-:I11iza1ion nf tl1rn~t_· hooks. :\l os1 11nt:Ilil,\· is 1l1is th1• t•n se 
with t lw 111111tlwr fhe \rliit ·h. ori ~!:i11ally m1•r1·l.'· 111111·1no11i1·. tlt-ri\·1•t1 
from th1· liody- th1• t\ro lwnils "·ith 11'·1· ti11!!1·1·:-; «'Clt·h \\'t•r1· the 
reaso 11 for llll' t\\'O tahl1·s of stn111· wi th fh·1· hl\rs c111 t•a1·l1; 1·quall;.· 
the tt·n Ji111!1•rs \\'l'l'«' th1• l1asi:-; nf th1· tll't·imal S,\·s11·1u. a11d for 
tlw duod1·c·irnal :tl...;o for that 111:itt1·r. tlw lattc·r 11.'· t·o1mti11!.!· t':t1·lt 
ha11c1i1111ililition to i1s kn Ji111!1·r..; - :b...;u11ll'il 11l1i111att-l;.· \\·hat we· 
rn:1y t·all :1 my:-;ti1·al charn1·t1·1·. O\\'i1 1g- 1o it-; J't•l:11i1111 to till' \\.orc1s 
of 11Jc' tmJ 1ahl1·-;. so that ii11ally t lll' L1\\' \rns :irr:in!!c•il in fht· 
hooks. th•· 1'1 ·11t:I1•·11c·ll. Lat•'!' tli1• l'sill1c•J'. \\'hit·h " ... 111<1y c·:tll 
tilt' p1·ay•·!' ;111c1 l1y11111 hook. or till' h11ok of li t1 11'!!_\". i11 cli:-.;ti111·tio11 
from tlll' La \\", \rcts arra11µ-Pc1 in fi\·1· cli\·i sions tn t•nrr1·s1rn11d \rith 
tlw La\\". l t is t·11ri1111s to s1·1· 110\\' 1111·1·ha11ic·ally tlti...; a1T:t11g"1'llll'llt 
wa..; t·ffc·c·IP11. T l1r1·1' hooks of ps:il111:-; lrnil !!l'0\\'11 11p. t lw 1 l1irc1 
P11di11!! \\'itli ]> .... ;t1111 ..... !I. Tl11• gT11\rtli 1·11 111i11111·cl. :11111 tli1•J't• t·:i1111 • 
to 111· a fo11rtl1 c·ollc·t·tio11. t111 tsi1lt• o f a11cl hc'.\'ollil 1lw tl1r1•1• hooks. 
Tt s1·«·1111·il ~01111 to di\·icl .. 1 l1is l'1111rt Ii l'nlli·1·t io11 i11 1 wo. i11 01·tl•·1· 
to har111011izc· 1lw Psalt1·r wi1l1 tlw L:iw. Tl w cli\·isin11\\'as111;1111• 
JllPc·l1a11ic·:illy. hy 1·01111t ill!! l'ro!ll tlll' h1•;,!i1111i11!! 11 1' this 111•\\' 1·0)]1·1·
tion. l'Olll!lll'IJC'jllg' \\'i1Ji J\;;i)Jll ~Ii), :\ llllllllll'J' of p:-;;i)Jl!S l'tpliil 10 
tliosf' in 1lw thircl hook. /:: -~!J i111·l11si\·,._ .\ ...; 1lll'r1· \\'c'l'I' "''\"1·1111•1•11 
psalms i11 tha1 l1ook, tlwrc·for" tlw cli\·i"io11 \\;1s 111:1d1· afti-r tl1t• 
SP\'f'll11'c'Jl1h psal111 11f tlw f'o11rtl1 hook. 1l1at is. aft1·1· ],s:t1111 l 1Hi. 

T he · rc·"11 l t is that tli1• h1111k cli\'isio11 !':Ills i11 1)11• midst of :1 li1111·
g-i1·al s•·ri1·s. hc·fm·1·11 l'sC1)111s ]rn; :111d ]ll/. \\'lii1·h lwl1111:! 1og-c·1 lll'r, 
l11 ·i11!! prnp1·rl_,. :i p:ir1 of 0111' la1·1-!•'I' wli11l1-. l 11c·id .. 1itall.\·. this 
di,·isi1111 of tlll' l,s:il111s Cit this po i111 i:-; \'al11:ilil1• for nitic·:il s111cl.\· 
of tilt' l-!'l'«>\\'1h of tilt' l' salt1·1-. 

T lll's1· two hooks. tlw L:iw :111d till' l's:iltc·r. arc· tlw 1..-...;t k1111\\ll 
Px:i111pl1·..; of 1111' li\'1·fold cli\·i:-..i1111. T l1••J'I' ill'•', liow1•\'l'l', 11tl11 ·r 
fi Y0s. ns i11 tlll' Book of Isaiah, b11t tlll'"'' :1r1· 1101 1·arri1·cl 11111 s11 
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s.'·stematil'ally, nor are tht>_,. so l'learly ret'og11izahle in the present 
arrangt·me11t of that Hook. lh•sides the fiwfold \n> haYe fre
ll1ll'lltl.'· a thn·c·fold tliYision. This appears in Isaiah , both in 
Isaiah prop1•r <mil in Dt>utero- lsaiah. The three-seht•me appears 
also in th1· diseussio11s of the book of Joh. It appears in th e Book 
of ReYelat ion. i11 eombination with the munber :--;en •n , in utmost 
elalioratio11 . Sewn appears also in th e Beatitudes in St. ::.\Iat
the" ·· and the p t'tit ions of th e Lord's Pra.'·er. 

These m1mc·r ical sehemes are all familiar to the Bible student. 
I desire to call attention to some other nnme1·ieal :--;ch emes in the 
:o;;edional l1i ,·ision and lifrran · organization of books of the Old 
aml Xe" · Testamen ts \Yhieh han· been more or le:-;s overlooked. 
Preparing in 1ti96 a study of Gen esis as a piece of litera ture for 
a Yolume eall e1 l t he "Bible as Litera ture,· ' I first became con
seion:-; of the fatt that that Book, as we haYe it, is a finish ed and 
"·ell-ronnded "·hole. a tru e artistie creation, entitling its maker 
to the iiame of author, am1 not merd.'· compiler. The Book is 
arrangetl aecon1ing to a wn· r1efinit e am1 simple scheme. In 
the firs t place. it is t1 iYitlr: t1 into t \\·o Yolmnes, col'l'esponding to 
tlw t\\·o parts in the Eg,\·ptian and BalJylonian accounts of the 
beginn ings of those countri es. whid1 haYe come l1own to ns in a 
more 01· kss fragmentan· form through the Greek. (Apparently 
the Phoenieians also possessel l a r eeord of the same gf~neral type, 
a11d irnleell t he l1frision is almost nniYersal. ) In eaeh ease the 
first pa rt of th e histor.'· deals " ·ith a m~'thical p eriod of th e 
begi11ning of the " ·orld . in wh ich gods and demi -gods play the 
leading riJle. and ,,·here tbe ages are enormous, r eck01ied by 
thonsarn1s an(l hurn1ret_1s of thou sanl1s. Tb e second part in each 
l'ase is more lrnman. sober and sane. In Egyptian lore this part 
lwgins "·i th the first Egyptian dynasty. The first part of these 
histori es seemed to the ancients th emselws to partake of the 
natur<' of mythology. The seeom1 part was, supposedly, plain 
history. The 11 ebrew Book of Beginnings is t1ivil1ecl in precisely 
the same \\·ay into t \ro Yolnmes. The first Yolnme, consisting of 
the first elen'n ehapters. deals "'ith the beginnings of the world, 
am1 contains among other things th e lists of those mythical, semi
diYine hero1'S who liwl1 for enormous p eriods of time. The 
sel.'on(l Yolnme eontains tl~e supposedly sane history of the race, 
commern:ing \Yith thl· patriarch Abraham. H ere our feet are on 
the gronm1. Ea l'h of tllPse Yolmnes is l1iYidec1 into sections or 
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l'ha p ll'1·s <WL·o1·di11g- ton vt>ry d1·ti11it1 • n11 d s i111pk ..., ,.Jit·rn1'. to 1'a1·h 
sPeiio11 !will !! pretix1·d what \\'1' nw:· 1·ctll a l'ha p! 1·r l11wli11g. stat 
in~ th1· l'Ollt1•11t s of tha t pa1·til'tila1· 1·h apt1•1· 01· st•1·ti o11. T h1·s1_• 
l'lwptt>J' 01· -;i·<:tion l11·ntlin:;s <ll'l' 1111111i:-..takal1l1'. and th·»· ar1· 
p ntdi1_·all.'· id .. 111 i1 ·a l : T/11 s1 11n tl11• !l' 111 n1ti1JJ1s . t\'\,':'\,i ;-.,':~ , 
or in on .... L'<h• · . Th is is t hv book of !J< or ,.,,f i1J11s. ~i'\,~'\,i i~C' ;'li . 
Only th1· tir:-- t c· lwp t1· 1· of 1•ac·h \·0!1 11111• Im ..; nn h1·adi1q!. lwt·m t"'-' 
th1· first 1><1:.:··· 01· drnpt1·1· nr s1·1· ti 1rn is ah\·;iy:-.. 1·lt·a1· as s11 1·h tu !10th 
1•y1• a11d c•ar \\·itlin11t anything- fnrtlwr . Tl 11· 1·ha pt1 •rs tlw111s1·ln·s 
a1·1· a1Tall !!1 ·cl in a thoroui.dily sy...,t e1 1rn ti1 · ord 1· r . 

• \ n ·ordi 11g· t o tl11· l'OIJn•ption of thf· :rnthnr lsra1 ·] l>q.!'<111 \\' it h 
th.- 1·rt·atio11 of tl11· 1111iv1 ·rs1·. b1·1·a11s1· c:od had ls1·a1·I in !11i11d 
\\'h1·11 JI ,. lw!!Hll to t·r·1·atc•. a 111l tl 11· hi .... t11 J',\. of th1_• l11·g·i n11i11gs nf 
Is rnt>l 11111:-..t 1·0111111Pllt'P \\'itlr th1· liistory of tli 1· li1·!.!i1111i11g·s of tilt' 
lllll\'l' l'SP. This is th•· tl1aptc·r of 1·1·Patio11: .. 111 the~ lwgi1111 i11 g 
U0tl 1·r1_·at1·1l tl11• h1•an•11s <11111 tli1· PC1l'tl1.·· T hi• s1·1·1rnd 1·li<1pt 1· r. 
whi1 ·h 1·011111w111·1·...; a t :2 : -t . ...;1·1 ·111s a t first s ig'h t to 0\'1•rlap th1· fir...,t. 
and it do1·s tln so to so1111· ex tent. I t is e11tit l1•d: " Th1 ·s1• art• th e 
g1·11t•J'Htin11s of the li1 ·a Y1 ·11s a111l of tl1t· 1·;11·tli \\·]1 1·11 thL·,\· we1·1· 
1·r1 ·at1·d : in th1· clny th a t th• · Lnr1l God 111ad1 • tl w 1·arth mid tl11· 
h1•a\·1·1;." T hi :-. l'!rnpt•·r is 1·0111·1·r11r·d with tlr• · pr1 ·paratin11 of tlw 
1·;1rtl1 for tilt' dm·lli11g--plal·1· of 111a11. and tl11· fur11wtio11 of a 
gard1·11 nf d1·li .!.d 1t. wlw 1· .. i11 111;111 is plac·1•1l. E, ... ,.,,·1lii11g i11 th1· 
gard1·11 i .... :fi\·1·11 hi111t o11s". 1·x1·1·pt 0111· 11·1·1·; :111cl 11111 ol' l1 is Y•·ry 
tl1·:-.l1 <llrd l111111·s ii h1·l p -111t·1·t is for11wd. B11 1 \\·ith s1•x si11 1·01111·s 
i11tr1 tl11 · world: tht .. \' l'Cll or tllf' forhidd1·11 fr11 it: 111 <111 and \\'tllll<lll 

;1r1· dri\·1·11 n11t of till' gi1 1'd1·11. a11d tlll'r•· lwgi11 ..... for tlw lt11111<111 
ra 1·1· tlw lrn1·d lift. of toil a11d 1·hild-lll'a!'i11:! a11d stri!'1' :111d •'II\',\' 
a11d 11111rd<·r. 011t 111' wl1i1·h 1·:1111t· th1• k1111\rl1·d:..:·1· of p 1·0 111 ·r sa1· r i
ti1·c'. 1·it.'· l111ildi1w. 1111 ·t;tll1 1rgy. 11111:-. i1· a11d 111111·1111101·1'. It is tl1t· 
1· hapll'I' of 1111· pr1 ·paratio 11. Tl11 · tl1ircl 1·lrapt"r . . -, : 1 fi : i-1. is 
'' 'l'l w hook o t' tli1· g-1·111·1·atio11s of .\ d;1111." i. 1•. 111cr11. ]111! 111:111 i11 a11 
a11t1•.clilil\·i;111, 111ytlri1·al stat•·. Tl 1is 1·011 t:1i11s a list. of ll<lllll'S 111' 
lo11g-l i ,.,.t) pat ri1m·l1'i , 1·or r1·:-. por 1d i11g l:11·g1·ly wit Ir t lw I :al 1yl1111 icr11 

p r1·lri...,tori1· a111•1-;.; tors who n·i ).!'1 1t·1I for a1·1 111". i11t1·r111i11).!'li11g witl1 
tlw god ..... T hi· fourth 1·h:1pt1·r. fi - !I: ~~I . j..., ·· T l11· (; 1•111·ratio11s ot' 
:\oah ... \rllf'rc· th•· sh1•1 •p a 11cl tlw g-oat...... :i..... it \\' •'l't'. ill'•' wpar;1t1·d: 
all 111a11ki11d j..., d1 · ..... 1r11yc·d h11t >:oalr :111d Iii .... f;1111 il y . :111d tlwt 111 :111· 
ki111] frorrr whi1·l1 pr:lf'ti1·al. pr1•s1·11t -1lay 1111 ·11:rn·1l1•....,1·1 ·111lt-1l lll').!'iri...; , 

witlr l111 ..... l1a11clry 1111d tlw vi11tcrg1• a11d 1·1111trol ;i11d ""''of t l11· lw: r ..... i..... 
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of the ea rth. 'fhc fifth l'haptcr, 10- 11: 9, is " The GL·nerations of 
thL' Sons of Noah," th e r epeopling of the earth, aJHl tlw di,·i
siou of the 11atio11s. The author is l'Olll'emed. however, with oul)· 
part of tht• peopll's of th e world , that raee to which th e Israelites 
lwlo11g-ed: so tlw sixt h eh apter , G: 10-11: :26, is ''The Ge11era
tions of Shem.·' a typieal raec genealogy. Among the Semites 
he is t•oncer11eLl only with the Aramaean race. tha t p artienlar 
p:rou p of ~emites from whieh Israel is d escended. According}~· 

the stn·nt h eh apter. 11: ~7-::3:2. is '' Th e Generations of T erah.'' 
similar in eharader to th e prel'e<ling:. It will be ohsen ·etl that 
the rnp;tit·al number seven, prL·uliarl)· emplrnsizecl in the Yen• 
first sedion of this h ook in eonnect io11 with the ereation of the 
worl(l. is the num ber seleded for the chapters 01· sections of this 
,·olume. 

The se('ornl volume. like the first , has no heading, lw('ause th e 
heacling is 11ot 1w<·tled, the objed of a headi11g being to set section 
off from :-;edion. This volume Jwgi11s with t he sto ry of Abraham. 

the father of the Hebrews. At this p oint. l~ l~ Jit.!'i!J, th er e 

is a marked hreak: tlw manne1· of the writer changes altoget her. 
Il e has more to relate. 'rh(•re is less ~:enralogy. more detail. 
more stor)·. The first ehapter in this Yolmm·. th e story of Abra
ham. 1:2: 1-~;}: 1:2, is without heading. At 1 he hegiuning of the 
sPeoml l'lrnpkl'. :2;): 1:2- 18, "·e fiJHl the same form of heading as 
in the prect'tling Yolu me: ''These are the genel'ations of Ish
mael." Bnt this ehapter leads ns into a cul de sac, a no 
thorough-fare, so far as t he tlPvelopmeut of the story of Jsrael 
is eonC'l'l'nP<l. It is l>rit•f arnl genealogit·al, inteudc-(1 1-0 show the 
l'Omwdion of Abraham with Ishmael. and that the hne of hh
mael go0s no whitlwr. A('eonlingl.'' the thinl Book. ehapter 
2.) : 19- :3.) : 29. (·a1Ties us haek and starts afrf•sh. as it were. 'l'he 

t rne line of Israel's <lcsce11t was through th e .''Onnger son. This 
<·lrnpt<'r is ht·ade1l: '' 'l' l1 e Generatiolls of Isaal'.'' 'I'he fourth 
t·liapter. like the second, is a no thoroug:h-fare. ancl a lmost extln
siwl.'· g·(·1walogit·aL :~G: 1-:n . 1. giY iug us '·The Generations of 
E~an. " 1 the eld<'r son . Agaiu the eldPr son is r ejedetl. a])(l we 
rnust tnrn l>a('k. ·with the fifth t'hapter. :3 7: 2-50, we eome 
final].'' to the li1H' of tlw Uorl-t·hosl'll ,1est·en t . the true dest·ent of 

1 This 1·h:1ptPr is 1·011fusingly f·o mposit e, :11111 i11l'i1lP11tally .il11:..,1;1 ;iL.~ 
n1·1·1ns h\-i1· c , :;1;: 1 a111l ::G: !1, J.11t thL·~e '' g·«>nera t io11s 1

' are manifestly 

n1ria11t du]'lie:ites. 
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Israel. Th is ehapt er is l' ll t itl P( l. " Th e Ci <' llt' ra t ions of .fa toh ... 
alt hough in p oin t of fa c t it k lls n•lati n _•ly l ittl e of .Ta L·oh. h11t 

pr inl'i pa ll~· the sl ori es of hi s l'hi hlre11. a nd . a bow a ll. of .fosl' ph . 
Irn1 <>r tl 0111 • is i1wl ined t o ask. \Yh~· Hot a clrnpkr of t ht• g1·11L' l'<1-
t io11s of t ht' S o11s of .Jn eob. or of the ~c' 111·rntio11 s of .fos1• p h ? 

\\' e ha n· in 1h1• s1•(·011d Yolu mC> of th1• B ook of tht> l -~ 1 · µ:i1111i11gs 

fin• sf'L' l i1111s or di \·is io11s. a 1Tn11g·1•d \ 'P l ',\ ' \\'slt'mnt i1·al l,\'. T li .--· 
r easo11 wh~- \H' (lo no t 11<1 \'( ' a sp1•L·ia I d i\'i s ion to 1'(1\'1•r .J os1·ph 01· 
th (• sons of .fa1·oh is b1 ·1·at1 s\' of th L' 11111111>1' 1' Vin·. ..:\ 1101 lwr di ,·i
s io11 wnnld 1•x1·(•1•d th 1· 111ys l i1·<1l 11 11 111 lll'I' <11 1d spuil th L' :-wh1 ·1111 ·. 
T l11• last \'Olll1 1H· 1·11d s \\' itli th1· t\\·1·h1• t r ilH ·s of Isrn 1·1. and 11 11• 
purpos1· of tlw 1111t ho 1· was lo 1•11d h is s1·l1 1·111e i11 t\\·1·h·1 '. t o 1· 01T1·
spo11 d \\'ith tl1t• l l' ilrnl tl i,·i sion. ll 1• had di \' id 1·d l1is fi rsl ,·nh1111 1· 
into s1·\·1·11 pa rts. lll'1·11ns1· 1 he• fn11 11d ;11 i1111 of t lrnt \'1>1:11111 • \\'as tl w 
1·r1·;11io11 11f 1h1· wnl'lcl . \\'lii 1·h t11o k p la1·1· i11 s1· \·1· n da.\·s. It was 
111•c·1•ss a1 ·y 111 1·01d i11t · tl1t· s1·1·01HI \'ol11111t· to fi\' t' s1•1 ·t i1111s. t l1< 1t t lw 
ffr1• 111Jtlt·d tn 1'11· ...;1·\·1·11 11 f 1111• ti 1"-1 \'ul1111 11· 111i !..d1t gi n · us 1111' 
111111tl,..1· <11' 1lw lwPJ\·p t r il11 ·s o l' l s1w·I. 

I 111ll 1111t ~oitq . .!· to di .... 1·11ss h1• r1• th 1· q 111·...; t in1 1 of th 1• '1:1 11· ol' lh is 
(IJ 'J'<llJgt•Jl)t •J11. .-\ s to 1111• j1 lC1JI or 1111• l1ook. IJ/f1i ]>Ot> k, it is S() 

Hhsol11tt>l.\· 1·lc•11t'. a11d tltt> s1 ·li .. 11w sn 1·11111p l1·11•. tl 1nt for th1· f:td 
of its r·xist1·111·1· t l1t·r1· is 111 1 11t ·Pd ()f 11rg·111 n•·11 1. T l1is is I Ill· 11111 ...; t 
c·lal1o rnt1• 11...;1• ol' ;1 S( ' lll'111<1 t i1· s.\·st1·111 of 111 ~ · :-. ti .. ;1] 11 111 11lll' !'s \\· h i1 ·l 1 
l li11\'1• ol1-..1·1·,·1·cl i11 t lw l ~ i lil1 ·. 011 tsi1l1·. 1w1·l w p-.. . o f t lw l~ onk o l' 
H1•\'t>]atio11. ;111d i-.; q11it1• s11i !/1 111 r is . 

'l' ltis .'·1·;11· liy p111·c• a1·1·id1·11 t Ill,\' at l1•111i o11li :1 s111 ·1·11 l':ill1 ·d to t w() 
otl w1· 1·111·i111i.... 11111111· 1·i1'1il syst1•11 1s i11 111t· li11oks .. 111' 1lw Hilil1·. \\' ]11• r1• 
1111' hnok .... ;1r1· .Jj,·idc·d i1it n ...,,.,.1 i1111-.; nl' !i\·1· ...; an d s1·\·1 ·11 ...;, ;1...; i11 1 lw 
Hook nl' 1;,•111·...;i...;. ],y ;1 1·;1t 1· lt \\'Ol'•I 111' r; 11l11·1· p l1 r;1 -.;1" 111:1 rki 11 g 1111' 
cli,·isio11 lwl\\'f'l'll s1·1·tirn1s. wl1il1• tlll' s1·1·tio11 :-. 1l11·1 11 s1•l \·1·s ;in• c'ill'•' 
flllly or!.!<111iz1·d :1t·1·nrcli11g l t1 :1 li11·,·;11·y pla11. <1 111· 1>1' 1'11· .... 1-. ;1-.; 

far a:-. I 1·;111 ;1-..1·c·rl<1i11. 11;1-.; 111'\'••r 111'1'11 11 Ji...,1·n·1·d lw1'01·1'. 
It w11s :11 ;1 11wl'!i11~ o f tli1• :\1·\\' l' t>l'k <l 1·i1·11tal ( '111 1> 0111· 11i:.'.'lit 

last wi11t1·r. \rli1·11 tlw l~ook 11f l•>1·l1·"i;1sks w;1s 1111111·1· 1lis1·11...;...,it111. 
tl iat 111.'· ;i111·11ti1111 \\'as a11 1·;w11·c l 1'11r 111t· first ti1111· t11 s1•\'1•11 1·1·p1• 
titin11s of 1111· pl1rns1•: ",\I I is \'1111i1y. ;111rl a s1ri,·i11g al't•·r \\'i11d." 
T lt1•s1· 111·1·11r :11 I : 1·1. :.! : 11. :.! : 11. :.! : :!ti. -~:I. I : l ti. ;111d 1;: !I. 
T l1is plir;i-..1 · 11111'" 1101 :1pp1·;ir c•ls1•\rlwn· in 1l1t · l1t111k. l·:\:1111i11:1 -
tio11 of tl1t· p:1s-..<1:,!•·s tli11s di,·icl1·d will .... l1t1\\' tlta1. wl1il1· tilt',\' ;1r•· 
so1111·wl111t 11111·1ptal in l1•11f,!I 11. t>a1·lt i .... 1·011qd1•fl> i11 ihi·I r. J·::11·li 
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d eab with om• part of a proposrd selwmP. Th e first sel'tion, 
1: :~- 1+. is i11trodm·tory and g:<•m·ral. It te11s the reader what 
t IH· oh.iel'l of tlw hook is. t lw st,arl'h n fkr tlw permanl'nt good: 
.. \\'lwt prnfit hath man of a11 his labor whL'l'<>in hP laboret h 
undt•r th11 sun ?" lt 1·loses " ·i th th(• stat (,11w11t: "I lrnYe seen all 
th<· works that ha Ye been done nnd<'r the snn. and lwliold a]] is 
nrnity and a striYing after \Yind. · · Section t\rn. 1 : J .)-~: 11. 
11ft<-r stating· the intention of inn·stigating· wisdom aiH1 madness 
imd foll~- tnkPs np first thl' latter of thrsr two alternatiws. mirth 
or pl easure. whil'h :-some eount as th<· 1wrmanent goot1. eonelntl
inp:. with n·gard to that altematiw. that: "All is Yanity and a 
striYing· aft<,r wind, and then• is 110 prnfit nnder the snn... The 
third sec tion. ~: 1~-11. deals \Yith tlH• other alternatiw. \Yisdom. 
am1. after a similar treatment and seareh. r<·aehes the same eon
l'lnsion \Yi th 1'<'gart1 to it as thL· permanent good, tlrnt: · · ~.\11 is 
YHnit~· and a striYing after \Yirn1. · · The fourth section. ~: lS- 26. 
disl'nss<,s labor for the acquisition of \Yealth in the same way, 
l'Olll' lrn1ing that here also: ··A]] is rnnit~· and a stri,·ing after 
wind.·· Th e fifth sedion. :)--±: :). e011sit1ers the possibility of 
Yirtue or righteousn ess as the perma1wnt goot1. ent1ing with the 
em1l'l11sio11 that: ' 'This also is Yanity and a striYing after \Yi1H1." 
Th P sixth sedion,-±: .)- 16. treats of friendship or loYe. but lwau
tiful as hrnnan affrdion is in the en<l it fails. am1 ewn ··this 
is Yani ty and a striYing after wind .. , Th e l'OnC'lnding seetion . 
. ) : 1- G: ~). seems to aclYOl'ak. as th<' hest philosoph~- of life. to 
tak<, things as they L'Ome. to be moderate. not to \\·orn-. and to 
anJid rrsponsi hilty: lmt \Yhil<> this seems dearly the philosophy 
of th<' author. \Yhith he is reL·omnw1H1ing to his readers. and to 
i.d1i<'h he de\·ott>s the greatest spaC'e. neYertheless, so far as a solu
tion of tlw qm•st for the permanent or idf'al good is C'Oncerne1l 
eYt,n this ''also is Yanit~T and a striYing after wind.'' 

~o far \\'t' lrnn a we11-organize(1 book, diYided into se\·en sec
tions. c-arefn ll~- marke<1 off. eal'11 sect ion dealing with one topic. -
Th e r est of the ]Jook, ho\Yewr. eonstitnting almost one half of 
the " ·hole, is an nnorganizef1 series of expatiations on the insoln
bk puzzl e of a life which e1h1s nmYhere bnt in sheol, and neither 
prodnc·es nor rl'snlts in anything last ing, so that eYen its tempo
rary re\rn rds are eapril'ions an<1 nneertain. It presents no n ew 
them(,. hn t comes bath: often to one or other of the themes dis
eussPd in tli<> first half. In general it supports with new 
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exampJ.·s and more matt•rial th e philosop hy of life sl·t forth 111 
SPetion sen·n. B oth or tht>SL' diYi s ions. how1•\"(•J'. el s \\"l' han· 

them . Cll't' pa l' ts of 0111• hook. tl11· ol'g-a11iz1·d a11d th•· 111101'! .. !"Clllizl'd 
luwi11g lJ1'1·n framed togL• t h1· 1· in 011.- frmnl'. T hat fra1111• 1·011 .., is ts 

of t lw t lwore111 : · · · \ ·a 11 it.'· of \ ";lll it i '' "· · saith t It 1 • p 1·1•a <' h !'I' : · nrn it.'" 
of \"a11ities. all is \"clllit ,\". · " \\"ith \\"hi1 ·h tlt1• l1ook op1·n s mid 

elos•·"· a •'.'"•·11• OI' l'il'1 ·I•'. in "·lti1·1: the l11·g-i11ni11g· n11d 1•11ding- ;1n· 

th1• :-.am•· . l: :! and 1:2: ·"" · th•· 11111· s11t·1·1•1·d1·d a11d th•· ollwr prl'
t·1•1lt·1l liy a n·1·.'· lwa 11 tiftil a111 I JH11•ti1·;1JI .'· 1·l:1h11 r:1t1·1I p as-.;;q . .!·•·. 
\\'hcit J•l'•·•·•·d•·s . 1 : 1. is a l'aption or titl1· : " T he wor d ...; o f th•· 
P l'1·a··l 11· r. tlw son of l> aYid. K i11g in .)1·n1s:1J..111. ·· and 11ot ;1 pal't 

of tlw honk itself. \\'lt;1t snc•:•····k 1:2: !J-1:! : 1-L i-; u11i\"••J's:tll.'· 

r1·1·ng11 iz1 .. I as a la1"1· addition. ;1tta1·l11 ·d prolwl>l.'· to 111ake the 
book 11J()J'I' ol't hodox. a11d not pnrt of tlw 01·ig-i11nl ·wn!'k. 
'•\':lllit,\" of \"illt iti 1•s. ·· l : :2 --1:2 : ~. 1·n11stit11lt's a \"01111111• in ih1·lf. 

\\'! 1at i-.. th•· 1·:111-..1· of 1111· 1·nl'in11-.. diYisi 11 11 11 [ tltat nil111 1w into 

two pa l'h. 01w tl101·011g·hl.'· and <·:11·1·f11ll.'· n!'gil11iz1•d in s1•\·1·11 s1•1·
tio11-... ;1 .... -.lt11w11 :tl10\· .. : tit•· otlw1· ;111 11 11ol'g<111iz1·1l. i11\·1·1·t1·liratt' 

Ill•'• 11··.\' of 1'dl1·1·t i1111 s (Ill t lw jlll l'JlO"t']1·-..s111•ss or l i fl': ] I ;11 I t lw 
or i;,!illitl ;111tlto1· 1·1tll1 ... t1 ·d :t 111as-.; of 111;1l1•J'ial. a11d \\·ork1•d 0111.'· a 
part of 1lwt 111111 l1is s1·lw11w: th1·11. faili11!..!· for so1111• l'<'itso11 nr 

a1111tl11·1· t11 ;1-.-.;i111il:1t•· tlw l'•'lll:Ji11d1·1· or t ill' 111at1·ri:1l. yd Ji11di11~ 

it too !..!·1111d to 111• ]11sl. app1•11d1·d it i11 ii l11111 p ;1!'t1·r !tis s••v1•11t!t 
s1•1·tio11. 1!11• d11..tri1w ot' \\·l1i1·h it ti-11.!:-; to -..11ppo1·t: 01· \\·l1at j.., tit•· 
!'<';1.-.1111 fo1· tl1is 1·11ri1111...; i1w111wi1111it,\" of 1·1111q1(1-.,itio11 '!~ Tltitl I do 

11ot k1111\\·: Intl I tl1i11k tl1;1t i11 tl11· ..,111dy ol' 1!11 • h1111k for ni1i1·;tl 
p 11rp11 .... 1· -. it is 111·1·1·-.;-.;ar.\· 111 litk•· i11tll 1·n11-.;id1•ri1li1111 1111' di,·isi1111 In 

wlti1·!1 I ltit\'1• lwl'<' 1·itll1·d itll1•11tio11. \\·l1 i1·lt ... ,., •111 -.; 111 !1<1\·1· '11·1·11 

m·1·rl1111k1·.J l1y •·Y•·ry \\Tit1·r 1111 !·:1·1·!1·..,i;1..,11·"· 
Tl w li1-..t •'.\illllJ>I•· \\·l1i1 ·! 1 I lrnY•· 111 pn·s1·11t ol' tlw di,·i-.i1111 11 1' it 

hook i11t11 ,,.,.ti011.., it1·1·11rdi11~ to a ltllt11•·ri1-;tl ... 1·!11·1111· is tit•' I ;11..,p1·I 

of :--;1. }. l ittllt•·W. I !tit\'<' f11r!.!11ll1·11 j11st \\·lrnt \\'it.., tl11· it1'l'id1·11t 
tlt:tt :tlll'ill'l•·d Ill.\',._,.,. 111 tl1t· .jj,·j..,i 1111 111' tl1t· 111<1i11 l111dy 111' :--;1. 
.\ Iattlw\\'·.., 1;.,..,p,·I i11to fh··· ..,,.,.ti1111 .... l1y llt•·a11s 1d' it <'itl1·!1 pl1r;1 .... ·. 

whi1·h I 1111ti• ·•·ll fnr tlw fir ... t ti11w !;1..,1 wi11t•·1'. I \\'its 11111 l11111ti11!! 
for tr1111ltl1· at tl11• ti11w. I \\'it.., . ..,i11qtly r•·adi11!! 111.\· l:iJ,j,._ wlw11 
Ill."' at1'-11ti()ll \\'a ... 1·all1·d to !!11· r:wt 1l1at 1!11• ..... 11111' , .. ll'lll tllit 

'It n·-•·11111!1•"' :1 u•d•• l1<111k 1•:irtly \\11rk•"I 11\1·r. ll1•r1• :1 l'""\•·rl• 11r :Iii 1d.J 

~aw, I\ itli :1 1·1111111w11I 1111 il: lwr1· an i11 .. 1:i111·1• fr11111 1·x1••·ri1·111·1· :111.I :1 " ii :.!· 

g"~ti1111 11t' it" t .. ·:iri11g a11d 11w:111i11g: lwr•· a li11l1• f11!l1·r \Hili11i..: 1q•. 
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l'L' appeared ffre times at certain fairly definite intenals. namely, 
I: ~S-:29. ' ' And it came to pass, when .Je~ms had end ed those 
~ayings, the people wer e astonishrtl at Ilis doctrine, for Ile taught 
them as one having anthorit~', and not as the serihes: '' 11: 1 
'· And it came to pass, when J rsrn; had finished commanding His 
t\Yrln:> Disciples, H e departed thern:e to teach and pi·<:>a l·h in their 
eitiC's;" 14 : ;):~ " And it came to pass, when J esns had finish ed 
these parables, Ile Lh1partcd thence;'' 19: l '' And it came to 
pass, that when .Jes us ha cl finish ed these words, H e departed 
from Galilee, and came into the borders of Judea beyond the .Jor
tlan; and great multitudes followed Him; and He heal ed them 
there;'' 26: 1 ''And it came to pass, when Jesus had finished 
all these words. Ile said unto His Disciples.'' 

The r ecmTen (·C of these refrains has been noted. as, for 
instance. by All en in his commentary on l\1atthew in the Inter
national Critical Series; bnt no emphasis 11as been laid npon it, 
nor. to the best of my knowledge, has the character of the pas
sages fram ed by these refrains been poiutetl out, or thefr r elation 
in spal'e and in eontent. The,\' present, first of a11, a progression 
in place. Th e first section is described as the teaching on the 
l\Ionnt (5: 1 ) . The second eovers His mission in Capernaum 
( 8: 5 ) and abont the Sea of Galil ee ( 8 : 28 , 9: 35 ). The third 
extends a littl e furth er, into " their eities" (11: 1, 20, 21 ) . The 
fourth leads us into " His own (·onntry" (13: 54 ), then into 
llesert pla(..'es (14: 15 ), and eountr.v districts (14: 34 ) , e,·en out
side of J ewish r egions ( 15: 21, 16: 13), and so back at la.st to 
Capernanm ( 17: 24 ) . rrhe fifth is located in .Jn cl ea . Within 
themselves these sections haYe a curious uniformity of arrange
ment. Th e first sedion. chapters 5-7: 27, is entirely a section of 
teaching. 'flH' second sect ion contains two chapters, S and 9, of 
miradcs and teaehing combine(l , ending with a chapter. 10, con
taining teaehing only, the instruction of th e Twelve. The third 
sect ion , chapters l 1- 1:3: 52, eonsists of two chapters of w ry short 
narratiws, com1eding miracles and teaching, follovncl b~· a sec
tion, 1:3: 1-5~. of t eaehing only, in the form of parabl es. Section 
fonr, chapters 1:~: 54-18, comprises a longer mass, chapters 
1:3: 54-17, of mira(..'l cs ancl teaching, connected with one another 
hy a Yery bril .. f uarratiw, with one chapter, 18, consisting 
entirely of teaching. Section five , chapters 19- 2Ei , is more homo
geneons, consisting through 2:3 of teaching, connected by a very 
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-;}j g-ht threa 1l of narrntiw. with two t·hapkl's. :2-t nn1l ~.i. of h'Hl·h

ing onl:·. 
\\.t• han then a division into tiw st•1·tions h~- llW<llls of a t•akh 

ph !'as•'. these sel't ions <l'-'s i g111~d to diff1•J'l'llt lol'Cl 1 iti1·s. <11·1·01·t1ing
to a prog-ressin· sehe1111·: tht• first e1n1 I last of th1·s1· s1•1·t inns l'Oll
-.,istill!! l'Xt·l11siv1·l~- of tl'a1·hing. the thr1·1· i11t1·1·wni11µ: st•dinns 
t·nntaining- eaeh n longt·1· pal't of 11111Tativ1'. mit"<l<'lt• <111d t1•a1·hing
l't1llll>i1wd. and a short1•r pa1·t of t1•al'hi11g· on)~-. 

·TJw syskmatil' l'l1<1rad1•1· ot' this ~wh1·111L• is 1111mistakahl1•. It 
i:-: e \·idPntly intt-11tio11al. 1101 a 1uattt>1· of 1·ha111·t•. Tltt' l ;n.._1wl. 
as a whole. how1•n·r. l'Onsists 1101 of ti\'!• sP1·tinns h11t of s1·\·1·11. 
To tlwsl' fh· 1· st>dio11s of ti•at·hing· and mira1·l1•s. 1·on111·1·t1•d l»· a 
hl'i"f 11a1T11tin'. w1•J't• 11lti11rntl'ly a1ld!·d. to 111<1ke th1· <:ns1wl. the• 
story of .Ji.s11s' hil'th and Ilis t·all. and 1111· ;to1·y of I l is pas"ion. 
l'l'llt'itixinn and J't •s11 1·1·1•1· tio11. I pr1 ·-;11m1• that this 11ltimalt' 
a1Ta 1Jgt'lllt'nt in st·\·1·11 pat'ts is int1·ntio11al: l111t I shonld suppos1' 
that th" a!'ralq!1•1111·11t in ti\·1· s1·1·ti ons is pri111ary. and prior lo 

th1· t•xpa11sion into th•· s1•\'1•11. 111d1·t·d ont• is t1·111pt1·d to ask 
wh•·th1·1· t lwr1· was not n11 int1•nt in11al following of t111· alll'il'nt 
fh··fol d di,·isio11 of th1· Laffin this a1Tang1·1111·11t of .Jt's11s' 
ka1·hing. 

A ll th1·s1· 1'(1s1•-.; of i1111111·ri1·al div isions art• so t•l1·al' that m11·1• 
stat1•d thl'l't' 1·a11 lw no do11lit ahont th1·ir 1·xist1·111·1'. .:\o on1• 1·1rn 
fail to s1·e tlw111. Th i• si11g11l<1r tl1i11g is that so 1•\·id1•11t ii plw
no11wno11 sh1>tild t•\'t'J' han· lw1•11 ov1·J'look1•11. 


