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Note on Matthew xv1. 18 .. 

PROF. WALLACE N. SfEARNS. 

OHIO WESLEYAN UNIVKRSITV1 DELAWARE, OHIO. 

PLATO, Rtp. x. 611 D (ed. Hermann): T£8£ap.£8a p.vmx &o.K£{

p.wov awo, Wu'tr£p o( Tc>v 8aAaTTLOV r..\avKOV opWVT(<; OVIC &v tTl 

ixfSt.,.. awoii iBouv rqv dpxatav <f>aluw, inro TOV Ta T( 'traMiel TOV CTWp.«To<; 
p.f.p'] Tel p.~V fiCIC(KA.acr6<U, Tel 8f CTWT£Tp{<f>fJat ICa( 'traVTIU<; AfAW{j~crfJal 

inrc) TWV KVp.tiTwv, d>....\a 8E 1rpoCT'tr£<f>v1Cfval, mp£a T( I(Ql <f>vK{a Kal 

'trfTpa <>, WT£ 'traVTl p.Q).>..ov 8'1p{'f' fOlKfval, KTA. 
"There is no example, in good authors, of .,.(Tpa in the sense of 

rf.TpO<>, a stone." Liddell and Scott, p. 1207 i. 
The above distinction, also held by some commentators on the 

N.T., can hardly· be maintained, as the passage cited from Plato 
shows. Plato has been arguing the immortality of the soul. At 
present, he says, the soul is marred by association with the body and 
by contact with other evils. 

In his comparison, Tc>v 8aAaTTlov r.\av~eov, Plato must intend r£Tpa 
in the sense of .,.f.Tp~, else the passage is unintelligible. Here, then, 
is one good classical reference to be cited against "some commenta
tors" who advance the traditional rule. 
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