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JOURNAL OF BIBUCAL LITERATURE. 

On the Alternative Ending of St. Mark's 
Gospel. 

PROF. J. RENDEL HARRIS. 

CLARK COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND. 

T HE interest which has been recently revived in the question 
of the genuineness of the closing verses of St. Mark by Mr. 

Conybeare's discovery of an Armenian text which ascribes them 
to Ariston the presbyter, leads me to think that a fresh scrap of 
evidence with regard to the alternative ending of the Gospel may 
not be unacceptable to the readers of the JouRNAL OF BIBUCAL 

LITERATURE. Slight as the evidence is, and inadequate of itself to 
decide the question of the origins, geographical and historical, of 
this strange and awkward supplement, it is yet possible that it may 
be capable of combination with other results of investigation from 
which unitedly the problem may one day be solved. 

When I first visited the Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai 
in the year 188g, I had the pleasure of finding amongst a mass 
of loose leaves and fragments of early MSS. part of an ancient text 
of the latter part of St. Mark's Gospel. The hand was a looped 
uncial, with strong Coptic characteristics, not unlike that of the 
famous Codex Marchalianus of the Prophets. On account of its 
resemblance to this MS., as well as for other signs of antiquity, I 
assigned the copy to the seventh century. 

The text, so far as I was able to transcribe it (for the fragments 
were in part folded and compacted together, as if they had bee~ 
used in the binding of some other book), was published by me 
in Biblical Fragments from Moun/ Sinai, as No. 12 of that col
lection. The portions printed comprised, roughly speaking, Mark 
xiv. 29-45, on th~ recto and verso of one leaf; Mark xv. 27-43, 
on the recto and verso of a second leaf; and Mark xv. 45-xvi. 5, 
on the recto of a third leaf. It will be noticed that the portions 
copied are only three verses removed from the place of the disputed 
ending of the Gospel. I was not, however, able to find any further 
traces of the text at that time. 
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What was recovered, however, was valuable, for it was clear that 
the text was closely allied to that of certain of the great uncials. 
I showed my transcript to Dr. Hort, with the remark that the text 
was comparable with that of the Codex Sinaiticus. His examination 
of the fragments, however, led him to remark that he thought it 
would be more accurate to compare them with Codex L (the Paris 
uncial which contains the double ending of St. Mark). We shall 
see presently how accurately he had divined the true character of 
the MS. 

The matter rested at this point, for lack of further access to the 
MS., until the spring of the present year, 1893, when I made my 
second visit to Mount Sinai, in order to assist Mrs. Lewis in the 
decipherment of her discovered old Syriac Gospels. This furnished 
me with the opportunity of examining the compacted leaves more 
closely. The vellum was of remarkable delicacy and tenuity, but 
so fragile that an attempt to disintegrate the leaves threatened to 
do harm to the fragments. Accordingly I abandoned the idea of 
separating the parts which had been glued together ; but found that 
the effort at separation was unnecessary, inasmuch as the thinness 
of the vellum was such that the greater part of the concealed writing 
could be read by holding the leaves up to the sunlight. When 
this was done the closing verses of St. Mark came to light, not in 
the common form, nor in the curtate form of Codd. K B, but in the 
form of the short lex/ with double appendix, such as is found in· 
Codex L. 

Under these circumstances it may be as well to reprint the text 
of the fragment, as edited in the Sinai Fragments, together with 
the additional decipherment. For the convenience of students, 
therefore, I transcribe the whole afresh. 
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JOURNAL OF BIBUCAL UTERATURE. 

FoL. 1, REcro. 

CoL. 1. CoL. 2. 

CKANt1AAIC0HCO KMfAKW80N 

TAl· AAAOYK€rW KAii'WANNHN 

KAIA€r€1AYTWOiC M€0€AYTOYKAI 

AMHNA€rwcol H PIA TO€ K0AM 8€ I 

s OTICYCHM€PONTAY C0AIKAIAt1HMON€f 

THNYKTITTPINH POt1 KAIA€r€1AYTOIC 

t11CAA€ KTOPAciiW 
t1 

TT€ PIAYTTOC€CTI N 

NHCAI TP€1CM€ H"fYX H MOY€WC0ANA 

ATTAPNHCH TOYMINAT€Wt1€ 

10 Ot1€€KTT€PICCWC KAirPHrOP€1T€M€ 

€AAA€ I€ANt1€ HM€ T€MOY 

CYNCOIATT00AN€T PO€ KAJTTPO€A0WNMIKPO 

OYMHC€ATTAPNH 
A 

€ TTl TTl TTT€ N €TTl T7Ji YTJi 

CWMAI WCAYTWC KAITTPOCHYX€To 

IS t1€KAITTANT€C I NA€ lt1 Y NaTov ~UT'V 

(1\(yov TTAP€A~ a71" aVTov 

ICal (PXOI'Tal (ICXW H w p A ICal M('Y~ 

P'ov ov TO ovoMa A88AOTTHP 71"aVTa 

nOCH MAN I KAlA€ PO> t1YNATACOI 71"aP' 

2o 'Y" TOICMA0HTAIC 
I 

N€rK€TOTTOT "lPlOV 

AYTOY KA01CAT€ TOYTOATT€,.wv aA.\ ov 

Wt1€€WCTTPOC€Y Tl€rW0€AWAANI 

~WMAI TICY 

~eat TTAPAAAM8AN€1 POZ KAI€PX€TAI Kat wp' 

25 TONTT€TPON 
8 

CK€1AYTOYu 

Mark xiv. 2!)-37· 
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FoL. r, VERSO. 

CoL. r. 

KAIA€r€1TWTT€TPW 

CIMWNKA0€YL\€1C 

OYK"iCXYCACMIAN 

WPANrPHrOPHCAI 

CoL. 2. 

ATT€X€1HA0€NHWPA 

"fAOYTTAPAA IAOTAI 

OYIOCTOYANOY€1C 

TACX€1PACTWNAMAP 

5 rPHrOP€1T€KAI TWAWN€r€1P€C0€ 

TTPOC€YX€C0€"fNA PTTA ArWM€NIAOYOTTA 

MH€1C€A0HT€€1C A PAAIAOYCM€Hrr1K€ 

POH TT€1PACMONTOM€ 

A TTNA TTP00YMON 

•o H A€ CAP%' AC0€ N HC 

P00 KAITTAAINATT€A0W 

~ TTPOCHYzATOTON 

awONAOrON€1TTW 

Kat TTAAIN€A0WN 

15~-~~~~~ 
---~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~--~~-

20 ~~~~~~~~~~ 

H"~~~~~~~ 
I . 

UA€r€1AYTOI~ 

~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~#%~~~~~ 

25~~-~~~ 

KAI€Y0YC€TIAYTOY 

AAAOYNTOCTTAPA 

rJN€TAI.iOYAAC€1C . 
TWNAWA€ KAKAI 

M€TAYTOYOXAOC 

M€TAMAXAIPWN 

KAizYAWNTTAPA 

TWNAPXI€P€WN 

KAJrPAMMArfwv 

K A I 7rpfu{3wfpwv 

O"TJP.OV AYTOICA€ r wv 

ov av ~IAHCWAY 

TOC€CTIN KPATH 

CAT€AYTONKAIA 

TTAr(n AC~AAWC 

K A I € AOwv (v8v~ 

Mark xiv. 37-45. 
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100 JOURNAL OF BIBUCAL LITERATIJRE. 

FoL. 2, REcTo. 

CoL. I. CoL. 2. 

eNAeK.::\e~IWN CWCAIOXCOBACI 

KAle NAe~eYWNY AeYCIHA · KATABA 

MWNAYTOY TWNYNATTOTOYCTav 

Cis KAieTTAHPW0H POYi"NAe 1.::\WMe N 
H s HrPAci>HAerOYCA KAITTICTeYCWM€ 

> KAIMeTAANOMW Cl0 KAIOICYNeCTAYPW 

eAOriC0H 
.::\ 

MeNOICYNAYTW > 
CIZ KAIOITTAPATTOPeYO WNei.::\IZONAYTO 

s 
Me NOie BAACci>H CK KAire NOMeN HCWPAo-

1o MOYNAYTONKINOY • 
B 

eKTHCCKOTOCere 

TeCTACKeci>AAACAY NeTOeci>OAHNTHN 

TWNKAIAerONTeC rHNeWCWPAC 

OYAOKATAAYW eNATHC 

TONNAONKAIOIKO CKA KAITHeNATHWpa. 

1s .::\OMWNeNTPICIN 
s 

eBOHCeNOICci>W"'' 

HMePAICCWCON MerAAHeAUJieAwt 

CeAYTONKATABAC AeMAZAB~0avt 

ATTOTOYCTAYPOY OeCTINMe0ePMH 

CIH 0MOIWCKAIOIAPXI NeYOMeNON00C 
B 

2o ePeiCeMTTeZONTeC 00CMOYeiCTierKa 

TTPOCAAA HAOYC TeAeiTTeCM£ 

MeTATWNrPAM KAITINeCTwv 7TU 

MATeWNeAerON PeCTHKOTwv a~eov 

AAAOYCeCWCe N CANTeCeA£yov ,&n, 

25 eAYTONOY.::\YNATAI HAIANcl>wva 

Mark xv. 27-35· 

Digitized byGoogle 



HARRIS: ON THE ALTERNATIVE ENDING OF sr. MARK'S GOSPEL. IOI 

FoL. 2, VERSO. 

CoL. J. 

t.PAMUJNt.€TICKAI 

reM rcAccrrorroN 

o~OYClT€ Pl0€ ICKAAA 

MUJ€1TOTIZ€ NAYTO 

s A€rUJNA4>€T€i"t.UJ 

M€N€1€PX€TAIHAI 

ACKA0€A€1NAYTON 

Ot.€TCA4>€ IC4>UJNH 

M€rAAHN€~€1TN€YC€ 

ao KAITOKATA1T€TA 

aMATOYNAOY€CXIC0H 

,ret. YOA1TANUJ0€ 

,UJCKATUJ 

&8UJNt.€0K€ NTYPIUJ 

15 olTAP€CTH KUJC€~€ 

vaVT&ai AYTOYOTI 

€ llT€ NAA H0UJC 

011TOi YC0YH 

ao '}O'av B, Kat y Y N A I 

IC(i Q11"0 fU11CP00€ N 

fJ,wpot-'Uat € NAIC 

ICal fULp&a H MA 

y&A'1V'1 KA I MA 

25 p&a '1 ~a~eUJBOYTOY 

CoL.:Z. 

MIKPOYKAIIUJCH 

TOCMHPKAICAAUJMH 

AIOT€HN€NTHrAAI 

AAIAHKOAOY00YN 

AYTUJKAit.IHKO 

NOYNAYTUJKAI 

AAAAilTOAAAIAI 

CYNANABACAIAYTUJ 

€1Ci"€POCOAYMA 

CKZ KAIHt.HO'fiACr€NO 

A M€NHC€1TIHN 

1TAPACK€YHO€CTI 

1TPOCABBATON€A0W 

i"UJCH4>AlTOAPI 

MA0AIAC€YCX H Mill 

BOY A€YTHCOCKAI 

AYTOCHNlTPOCt.€ 

XOM€NOCTHNBACI 

A€1ANTOY0YTO.\ 

M HCAC€ ICHA8& 

lTPOClTIAAT'ov Kat 

HTHCATO T'o awp.q. 

TOYIY 

Ot.€1TIAATOC ,Oav 

MAC€N€~~ 

Mark xv. 36-44. 
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FoL. 3, RECTO. 

CoL. 1. CoL. 2. 

~·~-~~~~- ...,~~~~ 

K€NTYPIWNOC€t.W M I ATwv ua{3{3aTwv 

PHCATOTOCWMATW"iW €PXONTat t'll"t TO P.V'I/ 

CKH CH41KAIArOPACAC MN€10N avaTttAav 
A s CINt.ONA KA0€AW TOCTOYHXtov I((U 

AYTON€N€1AHC€N €A€f0N '~~"PO<> mVTai 

THCI Nt.ON I KAI€0H T I CA TT 0Kv~tCTtt '111-'V 

K€ NAYTON€ N M N H TONAI00v tiC T'7i 

MIWOHNA€AATO 0YPAu TOu P.V'IP.'tov 

1o MHM€NON€KTT€ KAIANA{3~'Y,auw (), 

TPACKAITTPOC€KY WPOYCiv OTt ava 

AIC€NAI00N€TTITH K € K y A ICTTa& 0 ~t60<; 

0YPANTOYMNHMIOY H N rAP p.t-ya.i utf>o 

CK0 Ht.€MAPIAHMA t. PA Kat turM6ov 

~ 15 rt.AAHNHKAIMA CAl€ IC TO p.v7Jp.ttov 

PIAHi"WCHTOC€0€ €160N vmvtCTKov 

WPOY NTTOYT€0 H KA0H M&ov tv Toti 

CA TAl KAit.IAy,vo 6€~101~---~~ 
H M€NOv TOYCABBa ~~~~~T0~'1V ~(V 

~-~~~~~~~ KHN 

Mark xv. 45-xvi. 5· 

oigitiZPd by Goog le 



HARRIS: ON THE ALTERNATIVE ENDING OF ST. MARK'S GOSPEL. 103 

FoL. 3, VERSO. 

CoL. I. CoL. 2. 

t& o TO'II'~ oTTOY TAYTAKAIAYTOC 
f9'1Kav av TON iCATTOANATOAHC 
alla lm'ay(T€€1TTA AXPit!.YC€WC€~A 

T( TO&~ ~HTAICAY TT€CT€ IA€Nl!.IAY 
5 TOV l(al TWTT€TPW TWNTOI€PONKAI 

oTt rpoay€1YMAC A410APTONKHPY 
(l~ T'IV yaAIAAIAN rMATHCAIWNIOY 
(l((l aVToNO'f€C0€ CWTH PIACAM H N 
Ka9w<; uTT€NYMT €CTINl!.€KAITAYTA 1 

ro "a' (~t.\9oYCAI€41Y 41€POM€NAM€TA 
yov aro TOYMNH T0€410BOYNTOrAP 
p.nov (lx(NrAPAY ANACTACt!.€TTPWl' 
Ta~ Tpop.oCKAI€K TTPWTHCABBATOY 
OTQO'l~ I(Ql OY flo€ N €ell AN HTTPWTON 

15 ' ov&v nTTON€410 MAPIATHMArl!.A 

{JovVTo yAP~~ AHNHTTAPHC 

~~~~~- €KB€BAHK€1€TTTA 

~~~~~~~~~ l!.AI MON lA€ K€ IN H 
fvayyfAION TTOP€Y0~~~J.TTHr 

20 KaTa p.aPKON r€1A€N~~~M€ 

Mark xvi. 6-fin. 

It will be seen that the agreement of the appended matter with 
the text of Codex L, both as regards the contents and the order 
of arrangement of the supplements, is very decided. Nor is it 
unworthy of notice that Codex L has been suspected to have an 
Egyptian origin, as we have inferred for our fragment from the 
style of the handwriting and the place of its discovery. 

No direct light is, however, thrown upon the origin of the two 
supplements by the Sinai fragments. 

J. RENDEL HARRIS. 

1 The next three lines are in a smaller character. 
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