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HONEYCOMB 1/2 (October 2000): 1-14 

Conflict 

Jane LOPACKA 

Conflict is unresolved differences between two or more 
parties. Conflict is an emotive subject. Passions are aroused; 
anger and fear cloud our thinking; ill-considered 

words and actions result in regret, remorse, and guilt, and trap us 
into a state of helpless subjectivity. 

The natural outcome of conflict is more conflict. The Biblical 
outcome of conflict is reconciliation and restoration. 

. Spheres of Conflict 

Inner conflict. All conflict--external and internal, no matter to 
what scale it develops-stems from internal discord. Conflict has 
its roots within us. Most is "inner conflict," and this causes more 
stress and hurt than all the physical forms of conflict put together. 
Conflict affects us all. It is a battle that begins and rages within us, 
and its roots are desire, selfishness, and fear. Its weapons are 
psychological and spiritual. We are the casualties: we lose peace; 
we lose confidence; we lose sleep; we lose health; and 
eventually-if the inner struggles are not checked-we may lose 
our sanity or our very lives. 
Interpersonal conflict. The silent and secret wars of the inner 
being will, if left to rage unchecked, break out into overt 
aggression towards others; From the time Cain's disappointment 
and anger burst forth in violence against himself and his brother the 

Ed. note: This article is a revision for publication of a presentation made 
at the fourth annual meeting of the Evangelical Fellowship of Cambodia 
held 14-17 February 2000 in Phnom Penh. 
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stage was set, and succeeding generations give continuing 
testimony of man's inhumanity to man. We see it every day on the 
news bulletins: "My rights are not your rights; but I am stronger so 
you must lose." "I am a woman; you are only an unborn child." "I am 
a man; you are only a geriatric burden on the family." "I am whole; 
you are deformed, disabled, different." 
Family conflict Living in close proximity to others requires us to 
be sensitive to the needs of those around, to be less insistent upon 
standing up for our rights in the face of pressure on our boundaries. 
Yet there is a limit to this sensitivity. There is a limit to the space 
we can give others before the pressures on our own family become 
unbearable. There are economic and social pressures on families. 
Sensitivity to the needs of others helps but is not enough. The 
conflict that arises from the failure of expectations, the loss of self
esteem, and the social stigmas which accompany poverty and 
deprivation will not be removed by sensitivity; social action is 
needed on an enormous scale. Families which are internally 
disorganized and chaotic create chaotic social conditions which in 
tum further disturb individuals and their families. 
Intergroup conflict. On all sides, people group together and 
declare their positions. It happens everywhere, whether it is 
workers versus management, black versus white, Khmer versus 
Vietnamese, opposing football supporters, political parties, or even 
different churches and denominations. Each declares itself to be 
right or best, and the other to be wrong or inferior. Groups not 
only bring people together, they also divide. The power of the 
group to bring out both the best and worst in people is remarkable. 
City conflict. Today· intercity conflicts have been reduced mainly 
to sporting events and competition for investments, industry, and 
tourism. Yet the seeds of conflict remain, and the phenomenon of 
the city divided against itself is again becoming common. 
Mankind's more recent history has been one of growing 
inequality-in lifestyles, income, housing, education, public 
services, and the general level of public amenities. Increasing 
inequality must inevitably lead to the polarization of peoples and 
cities, and this in tum leads to civil disturbances. 
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International conflict. The relative "peace" the world has 
experienced since 1945 is one of the longest since the Middle 
Ages. But the absence of full-scale international conflict is hardly 
a sign of true peace. There are civil wars that become international 
due to the interventions of NATO. There are many international 
conflicts being fought all over the world. Each of the world 
powers has been engaged in "limited conflicts" during the past ten 
or more years (the Gulf War, the Falkland Islands, Afghanistan, 
Kosovo, Chechnya, East Timor, etc.). 
Spiritual conflict. Despite all that we see around us, despite all 
the focus on social confrontation, whatever the level, the real battle 
is a spiritual one. All conflict, from inner conflict to cosmic, is 
spiritual and will increase. Though this world has seen a surfeit of 
struggles and is sick for peace, peace will not come until the Prince 
of Peace brings it with him (lsa 9:6-7). 

But this does not mean that we despair or desist in our 
efforts to reduce the effects of the spiritual combat. Peacemakers 
are the light of the world; they are that city of refuge that is set on a 
hill; they are the bearers of the peace of God. The world needs to 
see them, to hear them and to feel the power of the peacemakers: 
the children of God working with power for reconciliation in our 
generation. 

As future church leaders, missionaries, and Christian 
workers, you will have your share of conflict to resolve. Perhaps 
you have already been engaged in conflict-either by contributing 
to it or trying to resolve it. 

• The Bible urges that conflict should end in reconciliation. 
• The natural outcome of conflict is more conflict. 
• Conflict affects our attitudes, health, activities, and hopes. 
• If an individual is the victim of strife, then it is important for 

that person to take steps to restore his or her own inner peace 
before trying to help others. It is appropriate to ask, "How 
much conflict is in my own world? Is my private world 
disordered? Am I under pressure from surrounding and inner 
conflicts?" 
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• Many church leaders affect their flocks because of their own 
inner conflicts. 

A Swahili proverb observes 
"When the elephants fight the grass gets hurt." 

Remember: 
• Conflict hurts. 
• While someone is hurting you, you may well be hurting 

someone else. 

Sources and effects of conflict 

Conflict always starts in the individual. Very often it stays 
inside. But who pays the cost of conflict that remains within? And 
although conflicts may stay inner, they do pull others in. On the 
other hand, who pays the price of conflict inappropriately 
expressed outwardly? 

Sources include 
Poorconnnunication 
Poor leadership 
Personalities 

Effects 
Individual 
Corporate 

Conflict is a part of life, it is here to stay, and it needs to be 
addressed. There are positive and negative effects of conflict. 
There are appropriate ways of addressing conflict. 

The conflict cycle 
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Conflict arises when two forces desire two different 
goals. If not dealt with, conflict escalates. Doubtless my readers can 
think of examples of conflicts that have escalated unnecessarily. 
The imagination runs wild during the storms of conflict, and the 
gaps in our factual database we flll in with our imagination. 

There are three possible outcomes from conflict: win/lose, 
lose/lose, or win/win. How can we get to a win/win solution in our 
conflicts? By dealing with the root of conflicts, and focusing on 
long-term implications instead of the short-term issues. In order to 
reach a win/win solution, both sides need to be willing to lose/lose 
first. There is no winning without losing. 

Listening is the best route to conflict resolution. There are 
varying approaches to resolving conflict, and in leadership you 
need to know your style. If yours is a useful style, then develop it. 
If it is not a helpful style, then you must be aware of your 
responses and change them, otherwise your leadership will be 
flawed. 

Sometimes a third party is needed to negotiate, but many 
would-be negotiators are not skilled and can make matters worse. 
Sometimes the third party, or negotiator, brings the two opposing 
parties together too soon, thus forcing a confrontation 
unnecessarily. In Cambodia the third person is expected to resolve 
the conflict. However, peacemaking means helping each side or 
party to resolve the conflict themselves. 

The Mountain of Conflict 

Conflict Curve/Route 
Phase !-Differentiation 
The movement at this stage is to focus on differences. It 

should be remembered that different is OK as long as it is 
comfortable. However, at the Differentiation Stage people tend to 
gravitate towards those who are like-minded people .. This brings 
distance between "them" and "us," adding distance. The imagination 
takes over and you begin to see danger in every situation-whisper, 
whisper-and difference takes on the added dimension of being 
dangerous. 
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CONFUCT CURVE 

I DIFFERENTIATION I 
3. Add danger 

(see differences as threat) 

2. Add distance 
(focus on differences) 

1. Notice differences 

- - ' 

RECONCILIATION 

, Cease fire 

Decision to ~scalate conflict 

' ' --~ 

DISENGAGEMENT 
(keep parties separate) 

9. Separate Parties 
(withdrawal) 

8. Cease Fire I Truce 

7. Withdraw 

INTEGRATION 
(bring together) 

(Letting it go & value differences ) 

Adapted from conflict curves in: 'Peacing together' Dr. D. Cormack - MARC 1989 & 'Conflict' J.Huggett- Eagle 1998 
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Phase 2-:-Divergence/Polarlzation 
Each side develops a sense of unity within itself, thus 

setting the stage for conflict with those not within their party. 
Once such group unity is established there is no trust of outsiders. 
Now we build support for our cause because right is on our side. 
We talk to key people-management, staff, politicians, church 
leaders, etc. Once we have our support in place we get into a 
position where we can damage the enemy, or opposing party. 

Phase 3-Destruction 
The flrst degree of destruction capability generally focuses 

on destroying your opponent's values: their beliefs, morals, 
Christian integrity, etc. If this fails to get your way, the second 
strike is directed on destroying things: property, projects, 
relationships, etc. Finally, if the conflict continues the third strike 
is the destruction of people: reputation, health, even life. 

But what happens if you don't get the vote, if you lose? 
Because losing is a possibility, you become willing to give 
absolutely everything in order to win-suicide. Our world lives at 
this level. This is the MAD level of the strategy-Mutual Assured 
Destruction. In fact, if you get to the top of the mountain of 
conflict, you discover it is a volcano. The higher you get the more 
you burn. This step takes you to the top of the volcano. 

Yet conflict stems from selfishness (self before others, or 
self before God), which is sin. We have all contributed to conflict. 
And we will do so again. But the sooner we recognize the problem, the 
quicker we can turn things around. Conflict that gets 
to this level destroys people, organizations, programs, churches, 
and things of great value in which people have invested much time, 
energy, and practical resources. 

To capsulize the previous discussion, we may note nine 
steps up the Conflict Curve on the Mountain of Conflict: 

Phase 1-Ditferentiation 
1. Focus on difference. 
2. Add distance. 
3. Adddanger. 
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Phase 2--Divergence/Polarization 
4. Establish group unity. 
5. Build support. 
6. Position to damage the enemy. 
Phase 3-Destruction 
1. Build destruct capabilio/-destroy values. 
8. Build second strike capability-destroy things. 
9. Prepare for suicide-destroy people (at least self). 

Just as there are nine steps to out-and-out conflict, so there are 
nine steps to reconciliation. What is important is to get to a 
win/win resolution. If you spot the problem at step one on the 
conflict curve you can begin at step one on the reconciliation 
curve. Likewise if you stop the escalation of the conflict at step 
six, then cross over and start the descent to reconciliation at step six. 

Resolution means ceasing from going up the mountain of 
conflict, and crossing over to the other side of the mountain. Once 
there, you take stock, resolve the conflict then come down the side 
of reconciliation. 

Reconciliation Curve/Route 
Phase 3-Disengagement 
Look for a way to separate the parties. If you are at step 

nine on the conflict curve do not try to bring parties together to 
resolve things. You separate the parties in order to work with 
them. If one party thinks it can win then there will be no 
reconciliation. If there is no cease fire or truce, then permanently 
separate them. Suspend interaction between the two until they 
come to a truce position. Rather, get both parties to withdraw from 
the intransigent position each has taken, and generate a willingness 
in them to think that there might be an alternative solution. If you 
can get both parties to say, "If there is a hope of reconciliation then 
let's attempt it," then you can move to the next phase. 

Phase 2--Convergence 
At this point, continue to keep the sides separated if 

possible. But share the facts. Log what happened, or the sequence 
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of events. Where do the two sides agree, and on what do they 
disagree? Get each sides feelings out on the table-"How did you 
feel about that?" It is important that all the feelings are expressed 
and none are left to fester. Festering feelings turn to resentment. 
This is one of the most personally destructive emotional 
conditions, and it mostly affects the person holding the resentment. 
Feelings left undealt with enable people to easily cross back to the 
conflict side of the mountain and re-ascend it. 

It is idealistic to say, "Let bygones be bygones." At the 
stage of sharing facts and feelings the past must be discussed. This 
is the time to bring clarification to facts, clear up misunderstandings, 
talk about root causes, etc. Only when all the past has been 
aired and discussed can there be closure on the past. Once there is 
closure, neither party can later say, "There's an issue I didn't raise 
earlier." Once there is closure on the past then the process can 
move to exploring a vision for a new relationship. 

There needs to be a common vision for a new relationship. 
It may be that you'll get peace but not reconciliation. If there is no 
shared vision then there is no reconciliation. This is where the 
problems are really solved. This is the place where both have to be 
willing to lose/lose in order to win/win. Unfortunately, people 
often are not prepared to pay ·the high cost of integration, and this 
is a crucial stage in the reconciliation process. 

But once you get a commitment to try a find a way forward 
the next phase is integration, and this is when you bring the parties 
together. 

Phase !-Integration (making the two one) 
Everyone needs to confess or take ownership of the 

problem, and openly admit responsibility for escalating the 
conflict. For people to be able to do this is a strength, not a 
weakness. This fact must be conveyed to all involved. Then 
follows repentance: commitment to a new way, a turning around 
in thinking and in relationship. Finally comes forgiveness, or 
letting go. Both parties need to say, "I will not bring that up again." 
It is no good to say, "I forget," but we can choose to not 
remember. People need to be vulnerable enough to say, "I got it 
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wrong. I commit myself to a new way, and I let go of it." A true 
biblical perspective of forgiveness is necessary. 

Summarizing the above, we fmd: 
Phase 3-Disengagement 
9. Separate the parties. 
8. Call for a cease fire or truce. 
7. Get both parties to withdraw from a position of intransigence. 
Phase 2-Convergence (keeping both parties separated) 
6. Share the facts. 
5. Get out the feelings. 
4. Develop a common vision for a new relationship. 
Phase !-Integration (making the two one) 
3. Confess and own the problem. 
2. Repent and commit to a new way. 
1. Forgive or let go. 

· Integration is expensive. It costs in emotion and vulnerability. 
Most reconciliation processes get only to the facts with no 
account being taken of the feelings, and no commitment is secured 
to pursue changed permanent relationships. Even if the reconciliation 
process does not get to steps three or two, Christians still need 
to forgive (step one). We are all responsible for our responses. 

Conflicts, instead of tearing relationships apart, should 
become the stepping stones to deeper personal relationships. 
Growth and change do not occur automatically. They flow out of 
the effort we make to resolve our problems. 

Reconciliation is a high quality product. The role of the 
third party is very important. If you are in the third party position, 
clarify why you are there. Warring parties subconsciously look for 
a common point of reference or agreement, the lowest common 
denominator, and that may well be the mediator. Thus the 
mediator becomes a victim of their conflict! The mediator, or third 
person, gets 70% of whatever is going. 

Most conflict, though, can be resolved at early stages if 
leaders have the courage to take action soon enough. Third parties 
leave intervention too long, then they make a mess by trying to 
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bring parties together too soon after the unity stage. A major step 
toward resolving conflict is getting people to appreciate each others 
differences as different and complimentary, not as wrong. 

Styles of handling conflict 

® Collaborate As the weaker party, I'll go along with it for 
now. 

® Avoid/ Ducking and diving. If I can run fast 
Withdraw enough I won't get nailed. I can't win, so I 

withdraw. 

® Defend Still no mention of my desire, but I'll make 
it difficult for the other person. 

Ideas and issues are mentioned, but not 

© Compromise truly addressed. However, I give a little in 
order to gain a little. 
I'm not going to get all that I want. The 

© Negotiate/ process by which we begin to walk towards 
Yield one another (and it's my job to walk a little 

quicker). I give in order to get along. 

© Confront We jointly sort the problem. 

Aggressive about what I want, but not so 

® Compete concerned about what you want. Innocent 
people get hurt in competition. 
The best way of defending is to dig my 

® Attack/Win heels in. It is often an ill-prepared position, 
and you'll find that the opposition is just as 
ready .. I must win at all costs. 

Reconciliation is assertive co-operation. I 

© Reconcile will say what I want, and I will listen to 
what you want. I am medium on what I 
want but high on what you want. Both 
sides win if we resolve our differences. 
Matt 18:15. 
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I must recognize that both I and you have rights, and be 
committed to ensure that both rights are heard. 

Principles of resolving conflict 

1. Tackle every conflict immediately and positively: accept every 
disagreement as an opportunity to deepen your relationship. 
(Eph 4:15 "Speaking the truth in love"), or 

2. Select the most appropriate time: (Prov 15:23 "How good is a 
timely word"). Do not say "later," but fix a definite time. Be 
sure also that the subject is clearly defined so that you both 
know what you will be discussing. 

3. Clearly define the problem or ;:onflict issue: it might help to 
put it down in writing. The more narrowly the conflict is 
defined the easier the conflict resolution will be. 

4. Keep the issues practical, not personal: keep the issue clear 
and always before you. If tempted to wander to personal 
attacks, then quietly and gently draw attention to what is 
happening. 

5. Listen carefully to the other person: (Prov 18:13 "Don't 
answer before you have listened"; James 1:19 "Quick to listen, 
slow to speak"). 

6. Accept the responsibility for your own actions: blaming others 
erodes relationships and does not effect positive changes (Rom 
14:13). 

7. Identify alternate solutions: once each person has aired the 
problem, the need for behavioral change becomes clear. The 
next step, the solution of the problem, is not necessarily easy. 
It requires concentration and brainstorming. Each should think 
of as many solutions as possible. Look at all the options. 

8. Decide on a mutually acceptable solution: after carefully 
identifying all the alternatives, evaluate them and make a 
choice. If one of you likes an alternative but the other finds it 
unacceptable, discuss the reasons. 

9. Begin at once to work on the agreed solutions: concentrate on 
your own part of the issue, leaving the other person free to work 
on his or her responsibility. 
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10. Keep in mind the Scripture's insistence on the principle of 
forgiveness: a lack of willingness to forgive is often a greater 
barrier to solving conflicts than the offences of that person. 
What does the Scripture say about forgiveness? Being an 
example more than a judge is extremely helpful in resolving 
conflict. 

Some basic assumptions about conflict 

1. Conflict is largely inevitable. Conflict arises in part because 
everyone percdves people and. situations differently. These 
different perceptions allow for different options and choices 
which, in tum, cause conflict. 

2. Conflict involves personal values and basic needs. Every 
human being has basic values and needs. These have been 
defined as the need to be loved, the need to love, and the need 
to feel worthwhile. If these needs are not met then a certain 
amount of deprivation is felt in the personality. 

3. Conflicts usually emerge as symptoms. We should be aware of 
the fact that attempting to resolve only the surface symptom in 
a conflict will not clear up the root problem. An attempt 
should be made to look below the surface and discover what is 
the basic cause of the problem. 

4. Conflict must be dealt with as quickly as possible. Some 
people prefer to ignore minor conflicts to avoid "rocking the 
boat." Thus when a major conflict arises they are unable to 
deal with it because they have not learned how to handle the 
smaller issues. 

5. Conflict provides opportunity for growth. "Conflict," says H. 
N. Wright, "is like dynamite. If used in the right way it can be 
extremely helpful. If used in the wrong way, however, it can 
blow a relationship to pieces." Facing conflict is a way of 
testing one's strength and resources. 
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Five ways we communicate 

1. Dialogue Two way communication 

2. Discussion Share factors, views & values 

3. Argument Aim to win and conquer 

4. Row Aim to win and put down 
5. Talk Listen, pray and resolve the issue 

Resources 
Cormack, David. Peacing Together: From Conflict to Reconciliation 

(N.p.: MARC Monarch Publications, 1989). 
Huggett, Joyce. Conflict: Understanding, Managing and Growing 

Through Conflict (N.p.: Eagle, 1998). 
Lingerfelter, Sherwood G., and Marvin K. Mayers, Ministering Cross 

Culturally: An Incamational Model for Personal Relationship 
(N.p., 1986). 
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Adapted from conflict curves in: 'Peacing together' Dr. D. Cormack- MARC 1989 & 'Conflicf J.Huggett- Eagle 1998 
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The Glow from Amsterdam 2000 

UONSeila 

T he first Amsterdam conference for itinerant evangelists 
convened in 1983; the second in 1986. But no Cambodian 
Christian attended either. 
Amsterdam 2000, held 29 July to 6 August, was the third in 

this series. Ten thousand two hundred twenty-five participants from 
two hundred nine countries around the world were there, as well as 
seven hundred fifty volunteer stewards from around the globe. This 
time there were twenty participants and four translators from 
Cambodia. Thus this was an historical event that we Cambodians 
experienced by participating in such a big gathering of church leaders 
and evangelists. 

What were our impressions of this event? What did we 
experience, learn, and sense that God was saying to us? The following 
comments were made by thirteen of the twenty-four Cambodian 
delegates. 

Ngoun Sam 

The Amsterdam 2000 conference 
provided an excellent opportunity for all 
groups regardless denomination-Catholic or 
Protestant. I sense a spirit of unity and of 
God's working to mold holy lives in his 
evangelists as a result of the Amsterdam 
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NoiUlPheap 

Eang Sun Heng 

SaySetha 

gathering. We must do something to evangelize 
our nation based on what we learned there. 

Amsterdam 2000 provoked my 
innermost being to concentrate on prayers. 
Prayer is a first element for the whole process 
of evangelization. This was the subject which 
interested me most. With prayer, the 
impossible can be possible. God is at work 
through our prayers. 

Evangelization is not only for a pastor. 
Every believer must evangelize. Amsterdam 
gave me the strong impression that 
evangelization is everyone's task. I will teach 
and encourage my church to understand the 
whole concept of evangelism which I learned 
in Amsterdam 2000. 

Prayer was the subject which most 
touched my heart during the Amsterdam 
conference. It was impressed on me while one 
of the speakers laid his hand on the globe map 
and prayed. Through our prayer God will often 
change things and soften people's hearts. 



LaoHoeun 

Taing Ji>k Houng 

Ouk Bun Thoeun 
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Amsterdam 2000 brought us closer to 
one another. It stirred up love and compassion 
for the people in our society, and gave us the 
desire to win them for Christ! What impressed 
me most was its punctuality. Every program 
started and ended on time. This is an 
important lesson for us as leaders: if we want 
our colleagues to be punctual, we must be 
punctual as well! It amazed me how such a 
big event was so well organized, harmonious, and 
on time! 

Amsterdam 2000 gave me the burden 
of loving my nation, and gave me a vision for 
the nation. We must do something to reach 
our nation for Christ! We have to put into 
practice what we learned from Amsterdam. 

Every subject that I learned focused 
on the evangelism of our nation. Evangelizing 
the nation is our responsibility, and an 
essential part of our lives as first-generation 
believers. 
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SinManeth 

Mem Vanny 

NgetSarann 

TounKakda 

Before Amsterdam I thought that 
evangelism was only for men. After 
Amsterdam I learned that every individual has 
a very important role in evangelizing and 
winning souls for Jesus. I committed myself 
to evangelizing women and teaching them to 
evangelize also. 

I was inspired by Amsterdam 2000 to 
evangelize my nation. My heart felt joy to see 
a multitude from many nations around the 
world, and to hear the messages from different 
nations and the touching testimonies from hill 
tribes and Africa. 

Amsterdam 2000 not only impressed 
on me the need to evangelize our nation, but 
broadened my mind to see that the whole world 
needs to be reached for God. 

Amsterdam 2000 encouraged us to 
evangelize not only our nation, but the whole 
world as well. We were also challenged to 
become prayer warriors who go forth to attack 



Heng Cheng 

MamBamabas 
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the enemy so that he will not confuse us into 
fighting among ourselves. In order to 
accomplish a task as big as world evangelis!ll 
we need one another. I was burned out and I 
wanted to qWt and give up before Amsterdam, 
but now I have new hope and strength. for my 
nation. 

Amsterdam 2000 emphasized the truth 
of the message we evangelists share with the 
multitudes. We have to speak the truth. The 
four Gospels which we share with the people 
are often not enough. They don't yet see Jesus 
or believe in Him. But the fifth Gospel-which 
is our own lives and our behavior--can make 
them see Jesus in us! 

I am so impressed by the holy life of the 
evangelist Billy Graham. There is only one 
Billy Graham: he is the same man in public 
and in private. As evangelists we must 
embody only one character-that of 
holiness-and not have a double standard. 
Amsterdam provided me a chance to make 
new friends and meet new faces. It was a great 
and wonderful event! 
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Amsterdam 2000 played a crucial role 
in providing a big spark to ignite the 
evangelists' candlewicks, and in bringing 
about unity and closeness among denominations. 
Thank you very much, Billy Graham, for 
such a good legacy you passed on to us. It was 
an amazing and touching event! 

Amsterdam 2000 did two important things for us. First, it 
encouraged those who had grown weary with the work to continue on. 
Many burned-out pastors and evangelists began to glow brightly again. 
Second, it strengthened our desire for unity. For a long time we have 
yearned and struggled for unity among Christians in Cambodia, but 
until now have enjoyed too little of it. But Amsterdam 2000 has 
convinced us to work together like never before. If all these Christians 
from all over the world, speaking many languages and from many 
different cultures, can get along, then surely we in Cambodia, from one 
nation, one language, and one culture, should be able to worship and 
work together! Our hearts are now truly united-regardless of 
denomination, council, or church-because of Amsterdam 2000. 

Cambodia is home to five Christian councils which are now 
willing to sit down, plan, and work together to launch an historical 
event of leadership training in November 2000 under the theme of 
"Advancing the Kingdom through Unity." The task group or 
mechanism committee, known as "Vision for Cambodia," consists of 
KFC, CCC, CFC, CBC, and the Methodist church. Together with a 
score of individuals, this task group will plan to hold a series of events 
in a gathering of five hundred pastors and evangelists. 

What a wonderful event! Please remember this event and the 
plans we are laying in your prayer! 
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God and.Money 

RobertCHOY 

What are your first thoughts when you read this topic? 
Many people never consider that the subject of God and 
money go together, at least not in the way that God and 

love or God and faith do. For others, the well-known Bible phrase 
"the love of money is the root of all evil" comes to mind, and they 
somehow feel that even thinking about "money" in the context of 
their Christian faith is wrong. 

In considering this subject, we need to start by being 
honest with ourselves. For most of us this means acknowledging 
that deep down in our hearts we find security in what money can 
buy and do for us. We recognize we have a practical need for it in 
our daily lives-for food, housing, transport, our family, and other 
legitimate needs. Then there are the things that we see others have, 
and that we want in our own lives-better clothes, a new bike or car, 
etc. 

Many reading this article know what it is to have little or 
no money. As a developing country, Cambodia has serious 
problems with money corruption at all levels of society. 

We have a choice. We can let the world around us 
influence our attitudes and practices, or we can find what God's 
word says about money and seek to apply His wisdom in our lives. 
This article aims to do the latter, so that we may "live a life worthy 
of the Lord and may please Him in every way" (Coll:lO). Since 
God is primarily interested in our motives and where our "heart" 
truly is, we will examine the "attitudes" people commonly have 
towards money-greed, contentment, and giving. A follow-up 
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article in the next edition of HOiteycomb will then look at what 
God's word says about the "practical" aspects of handling 
money-earning, spending, saving, and debt. 

Why Should We Study about "God and Money"? 

Here are six reasons: 

• because the Bible TEACHES about it. There are over 700 
direct references to money or wealth in the Bible. Jesus' 
parables and teachings often used money as a way of 
understanding truth about God and His kingdom-the rich 
young ruler, the parable of the talents, the poor widow who 
gave everything she had, the rich man who built up barns, etc. 
God's word is not silent on the subject of money, so it must be 
important! 

• because money can TRAP and deceive us. We need to be 
warned of the deception and danger of loving money. When 
we want to become rich we can fall into temptation and into 
many foolish and harmful desires that can bring ruin and 
destruction (1 Tim 6:9). 

• because money TESTS whether our heart is truly devoted to 
God or not. Our deceitful human heart fools us into thinking 
that somehow loving money while we are serving God is 
possible. However, while we can deceive ourselves, we can't 
fool God. Matthew 6 says that if our treasure is money, our 
heart will also be devoted to it. It is clear that "you cannot 
serve both God and money." 

• so that we might TRUST in God and not forget Him when we 
have money and wealth. It is easy to become proud and forget 
God when we prosper. We need to remember that it is God 
who gives us the ability to earn the money we have (Deut 
8:13-14, 17-18). 

• so that one day God can entrust us to look after "TRUE" riches 
of eternal value. If we are faithful in wisely handling money or 
"worldly riches," God can then entrust us to look after His true 
riches of far greater eternal value (Luke 16:11). 
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• so that God can TRANSFORM o\rrunderstanding of money, rather 
than us conforming to the world's attitude and practices. 

Greed 

The Dangers of Greed. Greed is the desire for money and 
possessions, a craving for more than what we have, and not 
being satisfied or content. Both the Old and New Testaments warn 
us about the danger of greed and its con,sequences. 

• Exodus 20:17 (the tenth commandment) says that it is wrong 
to. covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. Covet means 
"to want to have the possessions of others." It is much more 
than admiring what others have, but includes feeling envy, and 
resenting the fact that others have what you don't have. While 
the word "neighbor" means anyone outside ourselves, isn't it 
often those closest to us-our friends, work colleagues, and 
those who live next door (our literal neighbors)-of whom we 
are jealous? Those closest to us have the greatest potential to 
create feelings of covetousness in us, as we so easily see what 
they have and what we do not. 

• Ecclesiastes 5:10 says that if we love money we'll never have· 
enough or be completely satisfied. 

• Luke 12:15-21. Jesus tells us to "be on our guard against all. 
kinds of greed," and that how much we own is not the "true" 
purpose or meaning of our life. He reminds us that: 
0 we need to be on our guard. Why? Because greed often 

lurks at the door of our lives. We need to be aware of this 
and take action to protect ourselves. 

0 there are all kinds of greed. Greed is like temptation that 
comes in many different ways which are not always 
obvious. Greed can be present in different areas of our 
lives. 

0 we need to remember the true purpose or meaning of our . 
life is not how much we own. Remembering this will stop 
greed taking a hold of our lives. 
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• llimothy 6:9-10 tells us how greed and the love of money 
will lead us into foolish and harmful desires that end in ruin 
and destruction. In addition, the love of money is a root of all 
kinds of evil: it can lead us to wander from our faith and 
experience much grief or sorrow. Once we let greed enter our 
lives, the end result will surely be bad for us. 

Are We Trying to Serve Two Masters? The tax collectors in 
Jesus' time were greedy for money, and took from the poor more 
than they should have for their own gain. While I hope that we 
don't exercise this extreme form of greed, we probably do struggle 
with mixed motives, if we are truly honest. 

While trying our best to follow and serve God, we may sense 
the subtle temptation to try to serve money at the same time. 
Although our hearts deceive us into thinking we can somehow serve 
both these "masters," Matthew 6:24 tells us clearly what Jesus thinks: 
"you cannot serve both God and money." 

1 Tim 6:5 warns us about wrongly supposing that "godliness 
is a means to financial gain." The Bible gives us many examples 
of those who tried to "serve two masters," and the consequences 
for their lives. It is good to learn from their mistakes: 

• In Luke 18:18-24, the rich young ruler kept all the 
commandments of God since he was a child, so was a morally 
upright man. He had only one weakness-he loved money 
also. His mixture of motives was a desire to please God but 
also a love of riches. The result of his meeting with Jesus was 
that he "walked away sorrowfully." Jesus used this example to 
teach how difficult it is for those who love riches to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. 

• In Matthew 26:14-15 we read of Judas, who is probably the 
clearest example of greed in the Bible. He was a disciple of Jesus, 
but his love for money was used by Satan to get him to betray 
the Lord. He received thirty pieces of silver, but committed 
suicide soon after. 
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• In Acts 5:1--4, Ananias and Sapphira generously sold their land 
and gave the proceeds to the church, but secretly kept back part 
of the money they had received. They were trying to serve 
God by being generous to the church, but wanted some of the 
money and the praise of people for themselves. When they 
lied to Peter about keeping some of the money secretly for 
themselves, they came under the judgment of God and died. 

• Numbers 22-24 tells the story of Balaam, a prophet of God in 
the early days of Israel. He tried to use the special power that 
God had given him for personal gain. Because of his desire for 
money, he was hired to curse God's people. Balaam had a 
mixture of motives-he was committed to obey God, yet he 
also desired personal gain. 2 Peter 2:15 says that he loved 
the "wages of wickedness." Later, he lost his money and his 
life. 

Contentment 

Contentment is "realizing that God has given to us everything we 
need for our present happiness." What we need is very different 
from what we want! The Bible encourages us to be at peace and 
satisfied with: 

• what we have. The world around us tells us that more and 
more possessions will bring us happiness. But Heb 13:5 says 
to "keep your lives free from the love of money and be content 
with what you have." 

• whatever our circumstances are, be they good or bad. We 
need to follow Paul's example when he says, "I have learned to 
be content whatever the circumstances, whether well fed or 
hungry, whether living in plenty or in want" (Phi14:11-12). 

• what we earn (Luke 3:14). It is·easy to compare our pay with 
that of others, and to feel not happy that they receive more than 
we. Our attitude instead should be that "we work with all our 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since we know that we 
will receive ... from the Lord ... a reward" (Col3:23-24). 
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• others being blessed or having an advantage over us. In 
Gen 13:8-11, Abraham allowed Lot to take first choice of 
the land which lay before them. He was content for Lot to be 
blessed with more fertile land, rather than taking it fot; himself. 
If we learn contentment, we can be happy with others being 
blessed or having more than we. 

Three Secrets of Contentment. The first secret of being content 
lies in our attitude. We need to be grateful and to enjoy what we 
have (money, possessions, health, family), rather than complain 
about what we don't have. We should not compare what we are or 
have with those around us, as this results only in pride (if we have 
more) or envy (if we have less). 

The second secret is based on our relationship with God. 
The best example is found in Paul, whose "secret" of contentment 
was being able to draw on the inner strength of God in his life for 
everything he needed (Phil4: 13). 

Third, we can be content by always remembering the 
following truths: 

• God will never leave us or forsake us (Heb 13:5). The 
assurance of God's faithfulness and presence in our lives will 
bring us contentment, whatever our financial situation. 

• We brought nothing into this world when we were born, and 
we can take nothing out when we die (1 Tim 6:7). Our money 
and possessions are only temporary, and have no value in 
eternity once we have finished here (Matt 6: 19). Godliness 
with contentment is great gain (1 Tim 6:6). A contented and 
godly life is of greater benefit than trying to accumulate 
possessions. 

• Having sufficient for our needs should be our goal. The writer 
of Prov 30:8-9 says, "Give me neither poverty (too little) 
nor riches (too much), but give me only my daily bread (just 
enough to satisfy), otherwise I may have too much and forget 
you, or I may become poor and steal and dishonor the name of 
my God." 



God and Money 53 

Having the above attitudes, relying on God's strength 
rather than our own, and remembering the truths of God's word, 
will help us to be content whatever circumstances we face. 

Giving 

We support God's work and purposes in the world by 
giving to His people and those in need. In giving to others, our 
inner motivation is of primary importance. 

Three Reasons for Giving. "Freely you have received, freely 
give," says Matt 10:8. "God loved_ the world so much, that He 
gave His one and only Son," reacts' the familiar John 3:16. First, 
then, we give to others as a natural response to having received so 
much from God. When we truly appreciate all that we have 
received from God, we should freely want to give to others, out of 
gratitude for what God has generously given us. 

Second, giving breaks the power of greed and materialism 
(placing too much importance on material things) in our lives. 1 
Tim 6:17-18 encourages us not to put our .hope in wealth, but to 
put our hope in God and to be generous and willing to share. 
Similarly, in Luke 18:22 Jesus encourages the rich young ruler to 
"sell all you have, and give to the poor . ... " The practice of 
deliberately giving to others destroys the power of greed and of 
"wanting of more and more" which can so easily take hold of our 
lives. 

In Acts 20:35 Jesus said that "it is more blessed to give 
than to receive." The generous man will himself be blessed, says 
Prov 22:9. Thus the third reason for giving is that when we 
generously do so, we in tum receive God's blessings. 2 Cor 9:6 
describes the law of sowing and reaping as "whoever sows 
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously 
will also reap generously." When we give generously, we will 
receive blessings from God in ways we may not ever have 
imagined. Luke 6:38 encourages our giving by promising that "in 
the same measure that we give, so we will receive." How much we 
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give out to others will determine how much we receive into our 
lives. 

To Whom Should We Give? The Bible tells us that we should 
give to: 
• Those who work and minister in the church. 1 Tim 5:17; 1 

Cor 16:1 
• God's people who are in need. Rom 12:13; 2 Cor 8:14; James 

2:14-17 
• Those from whom we receive spiritual encouragement or 

teaching. Rom 15:27; Gal6:6 
• The poor and needy. Matt 6:2 

Prov 19: 17 says that he who is kind to the poor lends 
to the Lord, and he will reward him for what he has done. If we 
"lend" to the Lord, He will surely reward us later. 

How Much Should We Give? Ten percent of income (the tithe) is 
clearly mentioned in the Old Testament (Mal 3:8-10). While the 
New Testament does not provide a specific figure, the principles of 
tithing in Deut 14:22-28, as well as the principle generosity 
noted above in 2 Cor 9:6 and Luke 6:38, indicate we should give at 
least ten percent, and more, as God prospers us financially. 

The following examples of giving in the Bible, help guide 
us further: 

• Malachi 3:8 indicates we can be robbing God ifwe don't give 
what is rightfully His-if we do tithe (v 10), we will receive 
tremendous blessing. 

• Abraham offered 10% of everything he had to the priest in 
Gen 14:20. 

• God's people should give in proportion to the way God has 
blessed them (Deut 16: 17). 

• The Corinthians gave even beyond their ability in 2 Cor 8:3. 

• Cornelius gave generously to those in need in Acts 10:2 

• A poor widow put in all she had to live on in Mark 12:44 
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• David desired to give only what ha~ cost him something 
personally in 2 Sam 24:24 

• In the early church all possessions were shared among the 
believers (Acts 4:32). 

How Should We Give? 
We should give . . . to God the first and the best from the wealth 

we gain. Prov 3:9 
We should give ... cheerfully, not reluctantly or under compulsion. 

2 Cor9:7 
We should give ... generously on every occasion. 2 Cor 9:11 
We should give ... with our very best effort. 2 Cor 8:7 
We should give ... in secret so that no one but God himself can see us. 

Matt 6:3-4 
We should realize that ... it is a privilege to give to God's people. 

2 Cor 8:4 
We should have ... a discipline of setting aside money each week in 

accordance with our income. 1 Cor 16:2 

May our generous gifts, as Paul says, prove to be a 
"fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God." As a 
result of our giving, there is the wonderful promise that "God will 
(in tum) meet all our needs according to his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus" (Phil4: 18-19). 
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"Faith" in the Book of Ruth 

Russell H. BOWERS, Jr. 

Background 

The refreshing story of Ruth takes place "in the days when 
the judges ruled" (Ruth 1:1). This was in general a morally 
and religiously abysmal era, when "Israel had no king" and 

"everyone did as he saw fit" (Jud 21:25; cp 17:6; 18:1; 19:1). With 
no central government to encourage stability, Israel cyclically 
invoked God's help against her enemies but quickly fell away once 
it was received (Jud 2:10-19; 10:6-16). The nation's neighbors 
exploited her weakness by invading and oppressing her citizens. 

Against such a background, Ruth's protagonists 
demonstrate that even in the darkest times people may be found 
who love God and live righteously. On the one hand, Micah's 
idolatry and opportunism (Jud 17), Dan's rapacity (Jud 18), 
Gibeah's debauchery, Benjamin's preference for tribe over justice, 
and Israel's rash vows and antidotes (Jud 19-21), depict the 
general tenor of the times. By contrast, the decisive faith of Ruth 
and the generous character of Boaz blaze as novae in the midnight 
sky. Further, we see God's grace in mellowing the embittered 
Naomi and in keeping his word to provide a ruler (and later 
messiah) through Judah. 

The Talmud teaches that Samuel wrote the book of Ruth, 
though not all modem scholars concur. It falls in the third part of the 
Hebrew canon, the kethubim or "writings" (parts one and two 
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being the torah or "law" and the riebi'im or "prophets."1 In the 
Talmud Ruth was the first book in the kethubim, but was later 
transferred to the megilloth, a collection of five rolls within the· 
kethubim. Each of the megilloth is read during one of the Jewish 
feasts; Ruth, the second, is read during the Feast of Weeks or 
Pentecost at the end of the grain harvest? Later, the Septuagint or 
Greek translation of the Old Testament, followed by the Latin 
Vulgate and subsequent Western translations, placed Ruth after 
Judges because of their close relation in time. 

Mediterranean Sea 

Sea of Galilee 

Jordan River 

MOAB 

1See Luke 24:44 where Jesus spoke about "the Law (torah) of 
Moses, the Prophets (nebi'im), and the Psalms (which is often the first and 
certainly the longest book of the kethubim)." 

2The other books of the megilloth are Song of Songs (which is 
read at Passover), Lamentations (read on the ninth of Ab), Ecclesiastes 
(read during the Feast of Booths), and Esther (read during Purim). 
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A Homiletic Approach 

This article will not attempt to exegete the book, but rather 
suggest one homiletic approach and then propose further themes 
for study. It is possible to trace the development of Ruth's faith 
through the book as follows: the decision of faith (1), the work of 
faith (2), the request of faith (3), and the reward of faith (4). 

The Decision of Faith (chapter one) 
Chapter one begins with Elimelech and his family moving 

to Moab to escape a famine. The text does not state whether he 
inquired of God before leaving Judah, or instead made this decision on 
his own. However this may be, his actions recall those of 
Abraham, who earlier had left the land of promise for Egypt 
because of famine with no recorded authorization by God, and 
demonstrated a lack of faith while there (Gen 12:10-20). It is 
possible (but not certain) that Elimelech's lack of faith in God to 
provide in Judah stands by design in the story in contrast with 
Ruth's decision to abandon Moab for Judah, and its gods for 
Yahweh. At any rate Elimelech, whose name means "my God is 
king," leaves Bethlehem, the "house of bread," because of a 
famine. His purpose was to "sojourn" or "live for a while" (1H.) 
there. But then as now such "temporary" departures often have a 
way of becoming more permanent than intended. Elimelech 
himself died, his sons married, and after ten years they too 
perished. The "sojourn" out of the land of promise had taken on 
the appearance of a settled change of address. 

In time the widowed3 Naomi hears that Yahweh has "come 
to the aid of' his people and lifted the famine. So she and her two 
daughters-in-law start out for Judah. Before they have gone far 
Naomi counsels them to return home, praying that they find "rest" 
in the home of another Moabite husband since they could not wait 

%e repeated note that Naomi "was left with her two sons (v. 3)" 
and that she "was left without her two sons and her husband (v. 5)" 
underscores her loss and desolation. 
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for sons from her even if (as seemed unlikely) she were to bear 
them. Naomi ('i?~~. a name which means "pleasant," laments that 
her life has become "bitter," and adopts that name (Nj~. "Mara") 
for herself (1 :20). Not only has the "pleasant" woman become 
"bitter," but the "full" is now "empty" (1:21). The fullness the 
family had hoped to gain by leaving Judah had not materialized. 
Her life has become bitter and empty because in her view 
Yahweh's hand had gone out against her. God never rebukes her 
for that assessment, but by the story's end has so worked that she 
has a "son" (4:17) who will "renew [her] life and sustain [her] in 
[her] old age" (4:15). Thus the bitter one will once again enjoy 
pleasantness; the empty will again be full. But, not imagining that 
such a happy outcome could await her, Naomi urges her daughters
in-law to return to Moab to seek "rest" while she goes home to 
Judah to pursue her lot alone. 

At first both assure Naomi they would go with her. But 
after Naomi outlines her own plight and their prospects, Orpah 
returns to Moab. By contrast, in her classic reply Ruth binds 
herself to her mother-in-law. She commits herself ftnnly to share 
her lot. As part of that commitment, Ruth declares that Naomi's 
God will be her God (1:16) and takes an oath in Yahweh's name 
( 1: 17), so that Boaz later correctly observes that the Moabitess has 
come to take refuge under the wings of Yahweh, the God of Israel 
(2:12). This is Ruth's decision offaith. 

This decision is worth examining. First, it was made in the 
face of the negative prospects it entailed. Humanly speaking her 
future looked better if she were to follow Orpah back to Moab-a 
husband, a home, and "rest" more likely awaited her there. A 
biblical decision of faith often means abandoning what appear to be 
good earthly prospects for seemingly poorer ones.4 Second, the 

4This motif runs throughout the scriptures. Notable examples 
include Abraham's willingness to take the arid regions of Canaan in 
contrast with Lot's choice (Gen 13), and Jesus' instruction that the one 
who seeks to save his life will lose it, while the one who loses his life for 
the sake of Jesus and the gospel will find it (Matt 16:25-26 and parallels). 
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decision was made firmly. One reason God honored her faith, and 
her story is told today, is that the choice she made was clear and 
decisive. Throughout the scriptures, that is the kind of faith God 
wants.5 Third, Ruth's decision determined her destiny. Orpah 
chose one way, apparently based on her human vision and 
analysis-what may be called "walking by sight, not by faith" (in 
contrast with 2 Cor 5:7)-and we hear no more of her. Ruth'made 
a contrary choice, and all the good that she soon came to enjoy 
followed as a consequence. Despite the bleak prospects, Ruth 
chose decisively to accompany Naomi and trust Yahweh, and that 
decision set in motion the events which produced all the good she 
soon enjoyed. 

The Work of Faith (chapter two) 
But does faith stop with a decision, or even a verbalization 

of that decision? Does a decision to trust God mean that the new 
believer sits and waits for God to act on his or her behalf? Do we 
"claim" a blessing and wait for God to supernaturally bestow it 
upon us? Is faith divorced from works? 

Not so with Ruth. She acted on her word, accompanying 
Naomi to Bethlehem in Judah as the barley harvest was beginning 
(1:22). Barley, often considered inferior to wheat,6 was harvested 
in April-May; wheat followed a few weeks later. Rather than wait 
for her and her mother-in-law's needs to be miraculously supplied, 
Ruth proposes that she glean in the barley fields. As standing grain 
was cut and bound into sheaves, some would inevitably be missed 
or dropped. The Mosaic Law prescribed that these should be left 

5See, for example, Joshua's challenge to decisively choose which 
god they would follow (Josh 24:14-15), Elijah's call for decision in the 
question of Yahweh vs. Baal (1 Ki 18:21), and the glorified Lord's revul
sion against lukewannness (Rev 3:15-16). 

6For example, wheat was twice as expensive as barley in 2 Ki 7:1; 
three times as expensive in Rev 6:6. The comparison of Gideon and Israel 
to "a round loaf of barley bread" in Jud 7:13 aptly symbolizes their inferior
ity to Midian. 
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"for the poor and the alien. "7 This. good law simultaneously 
provided for the poor and encouraged their dignity by allowing 
them to work for their food rather than simply beg for it. Thus the 
twin evils of tight-fistedness on the part of the wealthy and a sense 
of entitlement to unearned welfare on the part of the poor were 
avoided. Gleaning was hard work, it was humble work, it did not 
generally yield an abundant return, but it did provide something. 
Ruth was humble and committed enough to be willing to undertake 
the task of seeking permission (2:2, 7), of gleaning, and of gleaning 
barley. In doing so she displayed not a lack of faith that her new 
God would provide, but rather a living faith8 which was willing to 
pursue the means that this God had already ordained to supply her 
needs. Not only does she work, but she works long and hard.9 

Unbeknown to Ruth, she happened to choose a field 
belonging to Boaz, a respected relative of Elimelech (2:1, 3, 20). 
The greetings exchanged between him and his harvesters (2:4) 
suggest his godly, kindly character. Even in the dark days of the 
judges God has those who fear and honor him. He will later be 
seen to be a generous (2:14-16; 3:15), honest (3:18), prudent and 
hardworking man (4:1-10). He notices and inquires about Ruth, 
and provides generously for her once he learns who she is. He 
does this because he has been told about her work of faith-how 
she has taken refuge under Yahweh's wings and worked hard for 
her mother-in-law (2:11-12). He prays that God would bless her 
_(2:12)-little knowing that he will be the means through whom 
that blessing will come. He urges Ruth for her safety to stay with 
his fields and workers (2:8-9)-a matter with which Naomi 

7Lev 19:9-10; 23:22; Deut 24:19-22. Boaz went beyond what 
the Law required (2:15-16; 3:15). The result was that Ruth came home 
with an extraordinarily large quantity for a gleaner-about 22 liters (2: 17). 
Thus in one day's work she gathered enough food to feed the two women 
for three weeks or so. This surprising amount prompted Naomi's question 
of Ruth and blessing on the as yet unknown landowner (2: 18-19). 

8See James 2:14-26. 
92:7, 17-18,23. The two harvest seasons mentioned in 2:23 would 

have lasted about seven weeks. 
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concurs (2:22)-again suggesting the general darkness of the 
times. 

The Request of Faith (chapter three) 
Faith may be strong to make a decision which apparently 

contravenes common sense and then to act decisively on that 
decision. But biblical faith is not content with what it alone can 
achieve. It acknowledges its need, and asks God to do what it 
cannot. 

Earlier Naomi had prayed that Yahweh would grant her 
daughters-in-law "rest" (iliJU'?) in the home of another husband 
(1 :9). It had seemed highly unlikely to her that Ruth-a 
foreigner10-would ever be so blessed in Judah. But now, with her 
own needs being met and hopes renewed, Naomi turns her thoughts 
away from her bitter bereavement to her daughter-in-law, and 
suggests that she will now try to find "rest" (tim~. translated in the 
NIV as "a home") 11 for her (3:1). The one through whom she will 
seek it is Boaz, who has already shown himself to be kindly 
disposed toward Ruth. 

The Torah provided that if brothers were living together 
and one died without a son, the surviving brother should marry the 
widow. The first child born to that union would bear the 
deceased's name (Deut 25:5-10). It was this practice which lay 
behind the Sadducees' question of Jesus in Matt 22:23-33 and 
parallels. By outlining the plan of 3:3-4, Naomi is urging Ruth to 
tacitly ask Boaz to perform this responsibility of levirate marriage. 
Spreading the comer of one's garment over another (3:9) is a 
request for marriage, as Ezek 16:8 suggests. 

10R.epeated references to Ruth as "the Moabitess" throughout the 
book (1:22; 2:2, 6, 21; 4:5, 10) emphasize her foreignness. 

11The root of both iTIJU?? and tiU?? is l]U, which "signifies not 
only absence of movement but being settled in a particular place (whether 
concrete or abstract) with overtones of finality, or (when speaking 
abstractly) of victory, salvation, etc." l]"Ur;> "denotes a place of nila/t 
(motionless, security) for animals or people, i.e. a place to settle down, a 
home" [TWOT, s.v. l]U]. The word here thus implies security, not leisure. 
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This may strike the reader as rather forward, but faith is 
willing to humble oneself and ask for big things. The persistence 
of the Syrophoenician woman (Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30) 
further illustrates that truth. Here Ruth, who through her work of 
faith has been supplying the needs of both herself and Naomi, 
makes a bold, tacit request of faith that m?re be done for her. 

A "threshing floor" was an elevated level place of smooth 
rock or pounded earth, usually east or downwind from the city. 
Workers tossed the threshed grain into the breeze that usually rose 
in the afternoon from the Mediterranean. The chaff would blow 
away, but the heavier grain fall to the ground to be gathered. Here 
the unpretentious Boaz would spend the night, whether to guard his 
harvest or in celebration of it. Although some interpreters see 
lewdness in Ruth's action of "uncovering Boaz' feet," both Boaz' 
statement in 3:11 that Ruth is known as a woman of character, as 
well as the whole tenor of the story, argue against that assessment. 
She is simply-but admittedly quite clearly-asking that Boaz 
perform his obligation as kinsman-redeemer (7~·l). Her bathing, 
perfuming, and dressing (3:3), of course, were not designed to 
discourage his response to her. 

Whether or not Ruth knew it, Elimelech had a relative 
closer than Boaz who retained the ftrst right to buy his estate and 
take Ruth as his wife. Boaz, startled in the middle of the night as 
he sleeps on the threshing floor, awakes to ftnd--of all things!-a 
woman at his feet. Learning her identity and hearing her request, 
Boaz proposes to Ruth that in the morning he will inform this 
relative of his option to redeem and then, if this closer kinsman 
declines, promises to do it himself. He then has Ruth lie down 
until morning, and before she leaves gives her six measures of 
barley. 

Naomi naturally is eager to hear how things went. When 
she hears Ruth's story and sees the grain Boaz has sent, she urges 
Ruth to wait to see the outcome, assured that Boaz would act on his 
promise that very day. 

And so the request of faith becomes the rest of faith. Faith 
takes courage to ask for big things-even that mountains be 
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removed (Matt 21:21-22)-and then rests in faith that God will 
act. One is reminded of Jehoshaphat, who interceded with God 
against the coalition marching against him, and who was told to 
rest and wait for God's deliverance (2 Chron 20). Hannah pled for 
a son and then, resting in faith for God's answer, "went away and 
ate something, and her face was no longer downcast" (1 Sam 1:18). 
These and others made requests of faith to God-not for 
extravagant items for self-indulgence, but for basic needs in line 
with his covenant-and then rested in anticipation of the answer. 
Again it is helpful to remember that Ruth's request followed both 
her decision of faith and her work of faith, and did not comprise a 
lazy or escapist approach to life's needs and responsibilities. Her 
request was made for what God had already promised in the Law 
but which was beyond her ability in herself to make happen. 
The Reward of Faith (chapter four) 

Chapter four finds Boaz hard at work fulfilling his 
promise. He will do everything with energy, propriety, and 
thoroughness. 

The "town gate" (4:1) was a public center where business 
was often transacted and judgments rendered.12 Boaz went to the 
gate and, when the closer relative approached, had him tum aside 
to this "courtroom." He then invited a full quorum of ten elders to 
witness his discussion. Upon hearing Boaz' word that Elimelech's 
property is for sale, the kinsman expresses interest in acquiring it. 
But when he learns that that entails marrying Ruth and raising an 
heir for Elimelech, he demurs. Then follows a description of a 
practice which had become archaic and required explanation by the 
time the book was written-that of giving a sandal to legalize a 
transaction (4:7-8). Boaz then states his intentions to redeem the 
property and marry Ruth as clearly and firmly as did Ruth to 

12See, e.g., Gen 23:10, 18; 34:20, 24; Deut 17:5; 21:19; 22:15, 
24; 25:7; and throughout the O.T. 
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abandon Moab and follow Naomi (4:9-10, cp. 1:16-17).13 The ten 
elders affirm that they have witnessed the transaction, implying 
that all is in order. They invoke Yahweh's blessing on this 
proposed marriage, praying that God would bless it with children. 
In time Yahweh answered their prayer. He enabled Ruth to 
conceive (4:13) and bear a son. 

And now Naomi's fortunes have turned full cycle. She left 
Judah full, returned empty (1:21), and now has been filled again. 
The woman named "Pleasant" who assumed the title "Bitter" now 
has the "pleasant" prospect of a ~-l who will renew her life and 
sustain her in her old age (4:15).14

_ She takes the child in her lap 
and cares for him (4:16). All this because the blessing of Yahweh 
has come to her through her return to the land of promise, and the 
ministry of her faithful daughter-in-law who was better to her than 
seven sons (4:15). 15 

The genealogy that follows demonstrates just how 
significant and far-reaching Ruth's decision, work, and request of 
faith proved to be. Perez, with whom the genealogy starts (4:18), 
was a son of Judah, 16 to whom rulership was promised by Jacob. 17 

Sure enough, Obed-the child born to Boaz and Ruth-becomes the 
father of Jesse, who himself was the father of David-king of 
Israel and human ancestor of Jesus the Messiah.18 Who ever knows 

13Just as Boaz' selfless, faithful character parallels that of Ruth, 
so the unwilling kinsman-redeemer's more self-centered and "pragmatic" 
character parallels that of Orpah. 

14Previously in the book Boaz had been considered the ;~·l. But 
now in 4:14-15 that title is applied to the child born to Boaz and Ruth as 
well. Obed (1~·1:11) will serve (1~~) to "redeem" Naomi from emptiness, 
insignificance, and insecurity. 

15This is very high praise in a day when sons often seemed to be 
valued more than daughters. 

16Gen 38 tells the story of Perez' conception and birth. Cp. Gen 
46:12. 

17Gen 49:10. 
18Having Ruth the Moabitess in his ancestry may help explain 

why, though Moab was included among Israel's enemies (1 Sam 12:9; 
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how significant will be one person's decision, work, and request of 
faith? Who ever can tell how great the reward of faith for any one 
person will be? Not only was Ruth blessed with "rest" in the home 
of a husband and child, but she enjoyed the respect of those who 
knew her (3:11; 4:15), and became an ancestor of the messiah. All 
this for a foreigner who put faith in the God of Israel and acted on 
that faith. 19 

Other Considerations 

As stated at the beginning, this article does not attempt to 
exegete the book of Ruth, but simply to suggest one line of 
thought-the character and development of Ruth's faith-that runs 
throughout it. Other themes which may be profitably pursued 
include: 

• a character study of Naomi who, though living in a foreign 
land for a decade or more and at the end of that time 
berating the lot assigned to her by Yahweh, nevertheless 
was so compelling a personality that Ruth would abandon 
her home, her prospects, and her gods to follow her to 
Judah. 

• reflections on the sovereignty of God, who works behind 
the scenes so that Ruth "happens" to choose Boaz' field in 
which to glean, causes Boaz to awaken at this right time, 
ensures that the close relative passes the gate the next 

14:47), David took his parents to the king of Moab for safekeeping during 
the time he fled from Saul (1 Sam 22:3-4). 

19'fhe genealogy of Jesus in Matt 1 lists four women, none of 
whom would ordinarily be expected to have been granted such an honor. 
Tamar had been Judah's daughter-in-law, and his liaison with her was 
immoral (Gen 38). Rahab was a foreigner from the doomed city of 
Jericho, and by many translations a prostitute. Ruth was a foreigner and a 
Moabitess-a fact reiterated throughout the book (see footnote 10). Deut 
23:3 states that ordinarily no Moabite could enter the assembly of Yahweh 
even down to the tenth generation. Finally, Bathsheba or "Uriah's wife" 
should not have been David's spouse. God's dealings with Israel-and 
with humanity as a whole-are a matter of grace. 
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morning, enables Ruth to beat a son, etc. Similarities may 
be drawn to the book of Esther, where God's name is not 
mentioned but his work in the events of the story is very 
clear. 

• a study of "harsh" prayers to or statements against Yahweh 
in the Bible on the part of his believers, including Naomi, 
Job, Asaph, Jeremiah, etc. 

• a study of the ~·lor kinsman redeemer, who 1) must be a 
close relative, 2) ·must be able to redeem, and 3) must be 
willing to redeem. Parallels can be drawn to Jesus, the 
great antitype of the Old Testament ?~fl, who 1) took on 
humanity that he might be our "close relative" (Heb 2: 14-
18; 4:14-16), 2) is able to redeem (Heb 7:25), and 3) was 
willing to redeem (John 10:17-18; Luke 22:41-42). The 
word 7tt~. of which 7~{l is a participle, occurs 23 times in 
Ruth.20 

• the contribution of the book of Ruth to the concept of 
covenant-loyalty or loyal-love (191), 1:8; 2:20; 3:10). 

• the role that Ruth's submission to her mother-in-law and 
willingness to obey her played in the good that came to 
her. 

May God grant that as we study the faith and character of 
Ruth all of us-men and women-would appropriately follow. in 
her steps. 

~:20; 3:9; 3:12 (2 times), 13 (4 times); 4:1, 3, 4 (5 times), 6 
(5 times), 7, 8, 14. 
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Meet Noun Pheap 

Mark FENDER 

.. ~ 

Mr. Noun Pheap 

World War II had ended one year earlier. A couple living in 
Poyon village, Ta Moeun commune, Battambang district, gave birth 
to a son named Noun Pheap. He was the fifth of ten children-four 
boys and six girls. Pheap's parents were farmers who employed two 
servants--one man and one woman. 
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Pheap recalls being a very active boy. When his father's 
servant went with an ox-cart, he would cry and beg to go along. 
Because they all loved him, they often let him go. One day his 
father and the servants went with the ox-cart early in the morning 
to the rice paddy, and Pheap also went with them. On the way back 
home the ox-cart was loaded full with sheaves of rice. About two 
kilometers from his house, Pheap fell asleep and tumbled off the 
ox-cart in front of the wheel. This was very dangerous. As Pheap 
lay unmoving and semi-conscious on the ground, one ox kicked 
him so that he jerked his head out of the way just as a heavy wagon 
wheel was about to crush it. The wheel ended up running over only 
his finger, inflicting a scar that he still bears today. This close 
brush with death gave him the sense that some unseen power was 
protecting and preserving him for His purposes. The young Pheap 
fell off the cart not just this once, but on four occasions! 

Pheap attended school for fifteen years. Pol Pot made him 
despair, since all his efforts at learning now seemed to be wasted. 
When the regime fell he returned to live with his family. In 1981 
during the Republic of Kampuchea he started working with the 
postal service in Battambang district. He married in 1982, and 
fathered three children-two daughters and a son. Noun Kanya is 
now fourteen years old, Noun Kolyan is twelve, and his son Noun 
Boramy is ten. From 1982-84, he left for Phnom Penh to study 
how to work for the postal service. When he finished in early 
1985, he was sent by the Ministry of Post to work as a director for 
the postal service in Pras Net Pras district in Battambang province. 

He struggled in his heart because of jealousy over the 
prosperity and success of the wicked. This struggle, however, 
subsided to calmness, though he did not know how. He used to tell 
his family and friends, "In these times if there are 1,000 people like 
me who are not jealous of the wicked and try to be like them, the 
society will prosper and make good progress." He said this even 
before he knew there is one true God. 

Another wonderful circumstance took place while he 
worked in the postal service in Phnom Penh. Why did he have no 
responsibility to inspect packages entering the country from 
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abroad? Why did he have such responsibilities only in Pras Net 
Pras? 

In 1986-87 there were three to four hundred packages 
coming in Pras Net Pras Postal service. One was filled with 
Christian tracts and booklets about the "Only True God." 

Intrigued by this booklet, Pheap asked the owner of the 
package if he could have a copy. Pheap was able to read this 
booklet and compare it with the Bible. He especially remembers 
that Isaiah 57:20 likened the wicked to the restless, tossing sea that 
stirs up dirt and mire. Pheap compared this image of an unsettled, 
rough, and dirty life with his own experiences of drinking and 
dancing. After reading this booklet, in late 1989 Pheap visited his 
village to find a way to change his work place. When he reached 
his home village and met his relatives he received an audiotape 
from his uncle, who was a pastor in the United States. This tape 
again communicated the message that Jesus is the only true God, 
confirming what Pheap had read in the booklet. 

In 1989 the Ministry of Post transferred Pheap to 
Battambang. This was the result of the Holy Spirit's work in his 
life. He felt restless and took a reemock-moto to Chkae Koun, 
about seven kilometers from where he lived. He went there to visit 
some Christians who lived there before the fall of Cambodia. 
There were believers in that area. He met with some church elders, 
and they gave him a Bible and hymnal. He spent a whole morning 
in Chkae Koun to receive instruction on how to use these books. 

He traveled to Chkae Koun for five weeks to worship the 
Lord with them. Later, he and his relatives decided to use a house 
in which to worship. For more than one year he worshiped the 
Lord, but did not yet decide to give his life to Jesus. Finally, in 
1990, without a pastor present to give any kind of instruction or 
invitation, Pheap knelt, confessed bis sin, and gave his life to Jesus. 
His family joined him in following Christ a few months later. 

In 1991 his American pastor uncle came to visit. He told 
his uncle, "Our relatives and neighbors need Jesus." He asked if 
his uncle could erect a small building in which to worship God. 
His uncle was so excited and he answered, "Our God not only can 
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provide a small building, but He can provide His children a church 
where they can worship Him happily." 

After his conversion, Pheap began a church called Bethany 
Church near the Battambang district post office. He focused his 
ministry primarily on his relatives, but with uncles, nephews, 
cousins, etc., this became a sizeable number of people-around 
three hundred. 

Pheap took up study with Theological Education by 
Extension (TEE) materials in the early 1992, and continued for 
about three years. TEE is a decentralized system of biblical and 
theological education that takes training to pastors in ministry, 
rather than requiring potential leaders to come to a central 
institution. After some study with this material, Pheap felt that 
Jesus was close to him, and that Jesus had become real in his life. 
After he finished TEE grade four, he began teaching the materials 
to others. Pheap was chosen by the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance (CMA) to be the regional TEE director responsible for 
four provinces in northwest Cambodia. 

Eventually Jeff Williams, a CMA missionary active in 
TEE, asked Pheap to join the Theological Education by Extension 
Association of Cambodia (TEEAC). Pheap did not immediately 
agree, but asked Jeff to pray for him for about three months. He 
fmally joined in July 1997. TEEAC is an association designed to 
facilitate and promote the ongoing development of TEE in 
Cambodia. It is responsible for standardizing policy and 
procedures, stipulating accreditation standards, producing study 
materials, and networking among different ministries using the 
TEE system. Pheap fulfills an administrative role in TEEAC's 
Phnom Penh office. Through this work, he wants to be involved in 
training church leaders, strengthening them so that they can in turn 
train others. 

His involvement in TEEAC meant leaving his peaceful 
village life for the more tense, expensive lifestyle of Phnom Penh. 
Pheap was willing to make this sacrifice in order to serve God in 
this way. His family was supportive, and they share this sense of 
God's direction to Phnom Penh. Every night they praise God and 
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study together before going to sleep. Pheap's ministry in the 
capital also allowed him to help with some newly planted churches, 
and to teach in five different places using the TEE material. He has 
been especially involved with the Jerusalem Church in Phnom 
Penh. 

Pheap has a passion to be involved in the Lord's work. 
When asked what the most difficult part of being a Christian is, he 
did not respond by addressing issues of temptation, social 
pressures, or persecution. The biggest challenge Pheap mentioned 
was the difficulty of converting devoted Buddhists to the Christian 
faith. Obviously, this man loves to share the gospel! In fact, the 
his greatest joy comes when he shares God's message and people 
respond to the gospel by putting faith in Christ. Pheap is willing to 
travel significant distances if it means people may respond to the 
good news about Jesus Christ. Lately, he has been encouraged by 
the life and ministry of the apostle Paul, since Paul was willing to 
endure many things for the sake of the work that God had called 
him to do. On a recent mission trip, the taxi that Pheap was in had 
an accident and went onto the other side of the road. This incident 
reminded him that the apostle Paul, too, endured shipwrecks and 
other hardships as he pursued the ministry the Lord had laid out for 
him. 

As Pheap looks to the future, he hopes for more 
involvement in TEE ministry from other church leaders. In fact, he 
is hoping that from 1,000 to 1,500 students will enroll in TEE 
training programs. Pheap would appreciate your prayers that God 
would bless the ministry of TEEAC. The association especially 
needs financial support for the work of translating TEE materials. 
Also, there is a need for additional teachers in grades two through 
four of the TEE system. Clearly, God is using this faithful servant 
to lead others to Christ and raise additional leaders in the church in 
Cambodia. 
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