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M A R K.

MCCCCXVI.

THE SCOPE OF OUR LORD’S MINISTRY.

Mark. i. 14, 15. Now after that John was put in prison, Jesus
came into Galilee, preaching the Gospel of the kingdom of
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of

God is at hand : repent ye, and believe the Gospel.

HOSE Christians who have taken up religion
lightly, and have not the root of divine grace
within them, will, as soon as persecution threatens
them, be ready to renounce their holy profession ;
whilst those who have been influenced by a truly
Christian principle, will be intimidated by nothing.
When Paul was imprisoned at Rome, some were
ashamed of his chain and forsook him: but others
“ waxed confident by his bonds, and were much
more bold to speak the word without fear®.” This
is the true spirit of Christianity, and agrees with the
example which Christ himself has set us. St. John
was cast into prison for his fidelity in executing the
ministerial office. But no sooner did our Lord hear
of his imprisonment, than he went into Galilee, where
John himself had been preaching, and bore testimony
to the very truths which John himself had maintained.
The scope of John’s ministry had been, ““ Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand®:” and the instant
that this holy man was precluded from any further
discharge of his ministry, our blessed Lord insisted
on the same awakening topic: saying, ¢ The time zs

2 Phil. 1. 14. b Matt. iii. 1, 2.
VOL. XII. B
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fulfilled, and the kingdom of God és at hand : Repent
ye, and believe the Gospel.”

~ To elucidate this important subject, we shall shew.
I. What is the kingdom here spoken of—

The terms used respecting it in our text, sufficiently
shew what we are to understand by it:

1. Tt is the kingdom of God—

[Every kingdom may be considered as His, inasmuch as
he is the founder of all the empires upon earth: ¢ he pulleth
down one, and setteth up another.” DBut #Ais is his in a more
eminent manner. It is an empire which he raises over the
souls of men: it is erected, not by means of carnal weapons,
but by an invisible and spiritual influence which he exerts
over their minds, whereby he “ brings them into captivity to
‘the obedience of Christ®.” It is not an empire determined
by any particular boundaries, but spread over the face of the
whole earth. His laws are written in the hearts of his sub-
jects, and reach to the thoughts and desires, as much as to
their outward actions. ¢ It comes not with observation” and
pomp, as other kingdoms: it is seated altogether ¢ within
men,” and consists in “ righteousness, and peace, and joy in
the Holy Ghost&” His subjects Lave peculiar privileges,
such as no other people upon earth can partake of: but these
are altogether of a spiritual nature, and invisible to carnal eyes.
Their King is ever with them; every one of them has access
to him at all times: and all that he possesses is theirs. His
power is incessantly put forth for the protection and support
of every individual amongst them; he orders every thing for
their good, and is ever occupied in making them happy ;
giving them a peace which passeth understanding, and a joy
which is unspeakable and glorified. In short, it is frequently
called ¢ the kingdom of heaven;” as it well may be, seeing
that it is an exact counterpart of that which is in heaven, and
differs only from that in its measure and degree. If only we
conceive of God reigning amongst his saints and angels in
heaven, it will help us more than any thing else to understand
the nature of his kingdom on earth: the laws of both realms,
yea, and the privileges too, are the same : holiness is the law
both of the upper and the lower realm®; and happiness in
God is their one great privilege. The two are allied to each
other as the acorn and the oak: grace is glory begun; and
glory is grace consummated. ] :

2. It is a kingdom which was at that time to be
established—

¢ 2 Cor. x.4,5. 4 Rom. xiv. 17. ¢ Ezek. xliii. 10—12,
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[The prophets had spoken clearly of a kingdom which
was to be .erected by the Messiah at an appointed periodf;
and it was generally understood, not only among the Jews,
but among the Gentiles also, that the time was nearly arrived.
‘What the Samaritan Woman said, *“ We know ‘that the Mes-
siah is coming,” may be considered as the public voice at that
time. Now our blessed Lord says respecting it, ¢ The time
is fulfilled ; the kingdom of God is at hand:” and he com-
manded his Disciples to declare the same; and, in the event
of their message being despised, he bade them declare with
increased vehemence to the very people who should reject
them, ¢ Be ye sure of this, that the kingdom ‘of God is come
nigh unto yous.”

This then decidedly shews, that the kingdom here spoken
of was the Messiah's kingdom, even that which, in name at
least, is established amongst us: in name, I say, because * all
are not Israel who are of Israel,” ¢ nor is he a Jew who is one
outwardly.” It has before been observed that this is a spiritual
kingdom ; and the subjects of it are spiritual subjects.]

This leads us to shew,

II. What we must do in order to become subjects
of it—

We have no need to emigrate from one country to
another in order to place ourselves under the dominion
of Christ. There is a way appointed for all to have
their names enrolled among his people; and that is,

1. To repent—

[This is a duty independent of Christianity: every one
that has violated the holy laws of God, ought to be deeply
humbled for his iniquities. But this is an indispensable
requisite for our admission into the Redeemer’s kingdom. An
impenitent sinner, whether his sins nave been more or less
heinous, cannot possibly be numbered with his subjects. Such
a man hates the laws by which they are governed; he will not
yield to the authority which they obey: he even despises the
privileges which they consider as their most inestimable trea-
sure: whatever therefore he may call himself, he is, in fa.ct, an
enemy, a rebel, a traitor; and as such he will .be considered
by that King to whom he has professed allegiance ———
In order to become  a fellow-citizen with the saints,” he must
himself become a saint. Till then, he is accounted ¢ a stranger
and a foreigner?” — — —]

f Dan. ii. 44. and vii. 13, 14. g Luke x. 9, 11,
h Eph. ii. 19.
B2
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2. To believe the Gospel—

[Repentance is necessary to prepare men for the kingdom;
but it is faith which actually introduces them into it. The
Geospel sets forth Christ, not merely as *“ a Prince, but as a
Saviour also.” It represents him as having borne our sins in
his own body on the cross, and as having made thereby a full
and perfect satisfaction to God for them. It assures us also
of a complete reconciliation with him, the very moment that
we embrace its glorious truths. On our believing its testimony,
we begin to see the Lord Jesus in his true character: we no
more account him a hard Master, but one whose service is
perfect freedom. We then long to have our very thoughts
subjected to his dominion, and our whole souls made obedient
to his will. Thus we become enlisted under his banners, and
entitled to all the privileges of his subjects — — — In short, by
repentance we cast down the weapons of our rebellion; and by
faith we devote ourselves to him as his peculiar people.]

This sussect furnishes us with abundant matter,
1. Of inquiry—

[Should it not be an object of anxious inquiry with us all
to ascertain whose subjects we are? There are but two, who
divide between them the dominion of the world: Satan is the
god of this world, who has usurped a power over all mankind :
but of these, Jehovah, the Creator of all things, has a few,
whom he has rescued and redeemed from his tyrannic sway.
If we belong to Christ, God has brought us “ out of the king-
dom of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of his
dear Son.” Inquire then whether such a change has taken
place? Inquire whether you have deeply repented of your
past subjection to Satan, and whether with humble gratitude
you have fled for refuge to the hope set before you in the Gos-
pel? Can you appeal to God that you have returned to him
as a base rebel, acknowledging your desert of death, and
imploring merey solely in the name of Christ? Can you appeal
to him, that you do yet daily, and hourly as it were, give up
yourselves to his service, desiring to live, and, if need be, to
die, for him ? — — — O consider the importance of these in-
quiries, and the proneness of your hearts to self-deceit ! — — —
And pray to God to instruct you by his Holy Spirit, that you

may know, before it is too late, whose you are, and whom you
serve — — — |

2. Of humiliation—

[Be it granted, that we are the Lord's: still what cause
for shame have the very best amongst us, when we think how
little love we bear to our heavenly King, and how little zeal
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we have manifested in his service. The subjects of earthly
monarchs will goto the very ends of the earth to preserve and
to extend their territories. Life seems of no value to them, in
comparison of the honour of their prince: to die in his cause
appears an object of ambition rather than of dread: and the
smallest testimony of his favour is deemed an ample recom-
pence for all the dangers and difficulties that can be endured.
Ah! who does not blush at the consideration of these things ?
If called to preach his Gospel to the heathen, who does mnot
demur, and ask a thousand questions, which shew, that our own
ease is of more importance in our eyes than his honour? Even
a contemptuous look, or a reproachful name, or some little
sacrifice of worldly interest, are often sufficient to deter us
from embracing opportunities of exalting him, Whose con-
science does not reproach him as shamefully deficient in duty
to the best of Kings, and in gratitude towards the greatest of
Benefactors? Truly when we consider what sovereign merey,
what almighty power, and what unbounded grace have been
exercised towards us, we may well mourn and weep on
the retrospect of every day, and at the review of every
hour — — —]

3. Of thankfulness—

[We ought not to compare ourselves with others for the
purpose of fostering self-preference and pride; yet we may
well take occasion from the state of all around us to admire and
adore that grace which has caused us to differ from them. For
though, in the view of our high attainments, we have need of
humiliation, yet, in the view of our high privileges, we have
cause for most exalted joy: and if we felt as we ought, our
every act would be obedience, and our every word be praise.

Nor is there wanting abundant cause of thankfulness even to
those who are yet in rebellion against him. What reason have
they to bless his name, that he has not yet said, * Bring hither
those mine enemies who would not that I should reign over
them, and slay them before me!” What a blessing should they
account it that his Gospel is yet sounding in their ears; and
that they may yet, if only they will repent and believe the
Gospel, be partakers of his kingdom and glory! People are
apt to think us harsh and severe when we call them to repent-
ance: but we call you to repentance and faith, not as duties,
but as privileges. What a privilege would those who are now
in hell account it, if they could have one more such message
delivered to them from the Lord! Know ye then, belove(_i,
that ¢ this is the accepted time:” I pray God, ye may find 1
also “ the day of salvation,”]
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" MCCCCXVIL

THE LEPER HEALED.

Mark i. 45. But he went out, and began to publish it much, and
to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that Jesus could no more
openly enter into the city, but was without in desert places:
and they came to him from every quarter.

THERE is certainly a great similarity between
many of our Lord’s miracles: but there are in every
one of them some circumstances that distinguish them
from others; and these open to us a wide field fgr
appropriate and useful observations. There are dif-
ferent accounts of lepers healed by the power of Jesus.
The text informs us of one whose manner of applying
for relief, and of discovering his gratitude towards his
benefactor, were very peculiar.

To elucidate the words before us we may inquire,

I. What “ the matter was which he so published and
blazed abroad”—

A man came to our Lord to be cured of the
leprosy— .

[The leprosy was a disorder which none but God could
cure®, 'The man who was infected with it believed our Lord’s
ability to heal him, but he knew not the marvellous extent of
his compassion: hence he doubted his willingness to bestow so
great a blessing. He submitted himself however to the will of
this divine Physician, and with deepest humility implored his
sovereign help®.]

Our Lord with infinite condescension granted his
request—

[He was not extreme to mark the weakness of the leper's
faith; but, *“ moved with compassion,” gave him the desired
relief. Asa prophet of God he could touch the leper without
contracting any defilement: he declared that the disease should
vanish at his command, and instantly, by a toueh, imparted
soundness to the disordered body.] :

He however accompanied the mercy with a solemn
charge—
 ag Kings v. 7.

® He came kneeling to him, falling on his face, and beseeching
him, Compare Matt. viii. 2. Luke v. 12.
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II. What was the injunction given him respecting it—
Our Lord directed him to go to the priest, and

present immediately the accustomed offerings to
God—

[The priests were appointed judges in all leprous cases.
They were authorized to pronounce a man clean or unclean,
according to certain marks laid down in the law of Mosese.
‘When a man was acknowledged to be clean he was to present
his offerings to God?. This therefore our Lovd enjoined the
the leprous man to do. In doing it he would exact from the,
priest himself “a testimony” to the truth of the miracle that
had been wrought, and would give abundant evidence that the
person who wrought it was not an enemy to the Mosaic law;
yea, he would shew that the worker of this miracle was no

other than the Messiah himself.]

He charged him also not to divulge the matter to
any one till he should have performed this service—

[The injunction given our Lord was as solemn and strict
as possible®. Jesus might be actuated in part by desire to
avoid all appearance of ostentation. It1is possible also he might
wish not to give umbrage to the state by increasing the num-
ber of his followers; but chiefly he was solicitous to guard
against the malice of the priests. He well knew that they,
from their enmity to him, might be induced to deny the cure,
and thus they would both cast a reflection upon him, and de-
prive the man of the liberty to which he was now entitled.
Hence with such solemnity and authority did he enjoin the
leper to * say nothing to any man.”]

This charge however the leper did not sufficiently
regard—

II1. What were the consequences of his disobeying
that injunction—

The man could not refrain from ¢ publishing the
matter” to all around him—

[He felt in his body a consciousness of perfect health;
and, as might well be expected, his soul was inflamed with
gratitude to his merciful Benefactor: he never thought what
reasons there might be for the prohibition. It is probable he
thought the injunction proceeded only from modesty, and the
more he supposed it to proceed from this principle, the more
would he be anxious to spread his Benefactor’s fame. To

¢ Lev. xiil. 1—46. d Lev. xiv. 2—32.
¢ *Epfpupnodpevos abrg, graviter interminatus el, ver. 43
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offer his appointed gift he went instantly, and with great
gladness; but he knew not how to check the ardour of his love
and gratitude; nor can we wonder that he overlooked the
command given him. We mean not however to justify his
disobedience: for the word of God utterly condemns every
deviation from the Divine will’: but the leper’s disobedience
most assuredly sprang from a good principle; nor can we
doubt but that the indulgent Saviour, who well knew his
motives, would readily pardon it.]

Though evil consequences ensued, yet were they
overruled for good—

[Our Lord’s fame spread with great rapidity through all
the country. Hence he was much incommoded by the multi-
tudes who flocked around him ; nor “ could he any more openly
enter into the city by reason of them.” He was forced to seek
for solitude and retirement * in desert places:” but the mul-
titudes who came were desirous ¢ to hear” his word; and occa-
sion also was afforded by them for the working of many other
miraclesé. Thus great benefit accrued to the bodies certainly,
and we trust also, to the souls, of many.]

ADDRESS—

1. Are there any here who feel themselves infected
with the leprosy of sin ?

[The corruption of our hearts is often set forth under this
figure: nor is there one amongst us that is not infected with
it. Indeed so fatally has it spread, that we may well apply to
ourselves that lothesome description "— and, in reference to this
very disorder, exclaim with the prophet}, ¢ Woe is me, I am
undone!” Let not any one however who feels the infection,
hope to heal himself: the disorder bids defiance to every hand
but God's. Come then to Jesus, the almighty, the only, phy-
sician of souls: come to him, like the leper, with the deepest
humility, and reverence; mor doubt his willingness, any more
than his power, to heal you. Ask yourselves, wherefore he
came from heaven? Was it not to seek and save the lost?
Wherefore was the fountain of his blood opened, but for sin,
and for uncleanness®? Let then the declaration he has made,
encourage every one amongst you'. However polluted you be,
he will condescend to touch you, and by his sovereign power
will remove the guilt and pollution of your sins.]

2. Are there, on the other hand, any who hope that
they have been healed of their leprosy ?

f Deunt. xxvii. 26. 8 Luke v. 15. b Tsal. i. 5, 6.
I Tsai. vi. 5. k Zech. xiii. 1 1 John vi., 37.
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[There igno injunction upon you to conceal this matter
from the world: you are rather commanded to make it known
to all around you. He said to the demoniac, * Go home to
thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee, and hath had compassion on thee™” And thus
also he says to you. Not that spiritual blessings should be a
subject of ostentatious boasting®; but it never can be wrong
to comply with that ardent exhortation of the Psalmist°— or to
perform that very duty, for the promoting of which the mercy
was vouchsafed?. Tet every one then adopt the language of
the blessed virgini— but let there be also a conscientious
regard to the commands of Jesus. Whether we see the rea-
" sons of them or not, we must punctually observe them. Thus
will Christ eventually be magnified in our conduct, and sinners
will ‘be most effectually encouraged to flock unto him.]

m Jark v. 19, n Prov. xxv. 27. and xxvii. 2.
o Ps. cv. 1—3. P 1 Pet. ii. 9. 4 Luke i. 46—48,
MCCCCXVIII.

THE PARALYTIC HEALED.

Mark ii. 8—12. And immediately when Jesus perceived in his
spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto
them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts? Whether
is it easier to swy to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be for-
given thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?
But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on
earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy,) I
say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way
into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the
bed, and went forth before them all ; insomuch that they were
all amazed, and glorified God, saying, We never saw it on
this fashion.

WE cannot wonder that such multitudes attended
the ministry of our Lord, or that his occasional retire-
ments from labour were so often interrupted. But
it is indeed astonishing that so many should continue
hostile to so benevolent a person; and that he should
persist in doing good, when his words and actions
were so constantly perverted, and made grounds of
accusation against him. Having retired to a house
Capernaum, he was soon encompassed W1th-a crowd:
amongst them were many Scribes and Pharisees who
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came only to cavil>. Our Lord, however, neither in-
timidated nor incensed, proceeded in his work; and
took occasion even from their cavils to display more
eminently his power and glory. Being accused of
blasphemy, he confirmed his word by his works, and
multiplied his mercies to some as the means of con-

vincing others.

The particular circumstances referred to in the
text lead us to consider,

I. The authority he exercised—

Whatever miracles our Lord performed, he wrought
them by his own power. A man was brought to him
to be healed of the palsy—

[So afflicted was the man, that he was deprived of all use
of his limbs. His friends, who bore-him on a bed, or couch,
could not get access to Jesus®. They would not however relax
their endeavours to obtain a cure. They went by another way
to the top of the house, and broke open the lattice, and then
let the man down into the midst of the room where Jesus was®.
Nor did Jesus take offence at his intrusion, as though he were
an unwelcome guest. He, on the contrary, beheld their soli-
citude with approbation, and richly recompensed * their faith,”
which had urged them to such benevolent exertions. We read
not indeed of any particular request made by the man or his
friends; but the very sight of such misery was sufficient to call
forth our Lord’s compassion.]

Jesus healed not his disorder, but authdritatively
forgave his sin— -

[All that the man thought of was, a restoration to dodily
health; but the divine Physician in an instant healed his soul.

& Luke v. 17. b ver. 3, 4.

¢ Their houses were scarcely ever above one or two stories high.
Their roofs were flat, and guarded on every side with a battlement or
balustrade, Deut. xxii. 8 ; thither the inhabitants used to retire for
exercise, 2 Sam. xi, 2; for conversation, Matt. x. 27 ; for meditation
and prayer, Acts x. 9. There were two ways of access to the top ;
one from the inside, by a lattice or trap-door, 2 Kings i. 2. the other"
by steps on the outside, Mark xiii. 15. Having easily ascended to
the top, they forced open (éZopifarrec, ver. 4.) the lattice which was
fastened within, and let down the man through the tiling (Luke v. 19.)
with which the roof was paved on all sides of the lattice. Some
expla.(in )the matter somewhat differently, See Doddridge, sect. 45.
note (e.
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The disorder had probably been sent by God es a punishment
for sin; and Jesus removed his sin as incomparably the greater
evil. Yea, he spoke to the man in the most affectionate ang
condescending terms, and gave him a comfortable assurance
that his iniquities were forgiven. How must the helpless dying
man rejoice in such tidings! Surely, after this, he would
scarcely wish to have his life prolonged; at least, he would
desire it only that he might glorify his Lord and Saviour.]

But this exercise of divine authority excited the
indignation of the Pharisees—

[It is possible that they might manifest in their counte-
nances the reasonings of their hearts: but Jesus needed not
any external proof of their thoughts. He ¢ knew in his
spirit” every thing that passed within their minds. They
inwardly condemned him as guilty of ** blasphemy.” Nor was
their reasoning defective, if the application of it had been
just. Certainly none but God has any authority to forgive
sin; and any mere creature that should assume it, would be a
blasphemer. But their objection, in this instance, was alto-
gether unfounded.]

Jesus, having claimed the power of forgiving sin,
immediately stated,

I1. His vindication of 1t—

Our Lord was ever willing to satisfy those who
desired information; and, by multiplied proofs, to
leave determined infidels without excuse:

He now stated a criterion whereby they might
judge of the validity of his claim—

[When Jehovah’s deity was questioned, his servant Elijah
proposed a mean of determining the controversy between him
and Baal?. Thus our Lord condescended to submit his pre--
tensions to a trial. e appealed to all whether the healing of
the paralytic would not be an evidence of divine power? and
whether he, who by his own authority could restore man to
health, were not equally able to forgive his sin? This was as
just a criterion as could possibly be proposed. If Jesus were
not God, he could never by his own power heal the man.
Nor, if he were a blasphemer, would God work suqh a stu-
pendous miracle to confirm his blasphemies. Thus his claims
to divine authority were brought to the test; and every per-
son present was made a competent judge of their truth or

falsehood. ]
a 1 Kings xviii. 21—24.
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According to that criterion, he immediately vindi-
cated his divine authority—

[He commanded the man to arise, and take up his couch,
and go home, Instantly he, who before could not help him-
self, was restored to health; and, in the presence of all, went
forth with his couch upon his shoulders. Thus were the enemies
of Jesus effectually put to silence; yet none understood the full
extent of the conclusion to be drawn from the miracle. They
still viewed Christ only as a “ man” acting by a delegated autho-
rity ¢; whereas they should have acknowledged him to have been
truly God. They all however “ glorified God” for the mar-
vellous displays of his power; and confessed that they had
never before seen such stupendous works. |

Learn from hence, :
1. The power and grace of Christ—

[When Jesus sojourned on earth as a poor man, he had
power to forgive sin, and often exercised that power un-
solicited, uncontrolled. He even subjected himself to the
charge of blasphemy rather than he would conceal his right.
Has he then less power or compassion now that he is en-
throned in glory ? or, now that he is exalted on purpose to
exercise that powerf, will he neglect to exert it? Will he who
bestowed mercy unasked, cast out our petitions? Let us then
present ourselves before him with all our miseries and wants.
Let us try, by all possible means, to get access to him. JT.et
us break through every obstacle that would defeat our endea-
vours ; and let us approach him with an assurance of his power
and willingness to save. Sooner shall heaven and earth fail,
than he reject one such a believing suppliants.]

2. The benefit of affliction—

[If the paralytic had never been disordered, he had never
~ been brought to Jesus. Had he never come to Jesus, his sins
- had never been forgiven. Would he not then rejoice, yea,
does he not rejoice even to this very hour, that God ever sent
him that affliction? Would he not number #ka¢ amongst his
richest mercies? Thus many of us would never have thought
of Jesus if we had not known trouble; but through temporal
afflictions we were brought to the enjoyment of spiritual bless-
ings. Let those then, who have experienced this, give thanks

to God‘f; and let those, that are now in trouble, seek chiefly
the remission of their sinsi,]

3. The efficacy of intercession—

¢ Matt. ix. 8. f Acts v. 31. 8§ Matt. xxi. 29,
h Ps. cxix. 71, 75. i Ps, xxv. 16-—-18.
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[Many of us, alas! have friends whose souls are dead in
trespasses and sins: their faculties are altogether destitute of
spiritual motion or sensation; but we may bring them by faith
into the presence of the compassionate Jesus. He will be
pleased, rather than offended, with our officious intrusion;
nor shall our labours of love be without many good effects,
Little do we think how many thousands have been converted
in answer to the entreaties of God’s praying people; and who
can tell but that God may fulfil to us that promise*—? Who
can tell but that, as an answer to « our faith,” we may see our
friends healed of their sins, and triumphing in their blessed
Saviour? We are sure, at least, that our ¢ prayers shall return
into our own bosom.” Let us then improve our knowledge of
the Redeemer’s grace, and exert ourselves, that all around us
may participate lis saving benefits. |

k Jam. v. 15.

MCCCCXIX.

THE WHOLE AND THE SICK, THE RIGHTEOUS AND SINNERS,
DESCRIBED.

Mark ii. 17. They that are whole have no need of the physician,
but they that are sick : I came not to call the righteous, but

sinners to repentance.

THERE is no action, however benevolent, which
cavillers may not censure. Every part of our Lord’s
conduct was worthy of his divine character; yet was
he constantly “enduring the contradiction of sinners,”
&c. He was now conversing familiarly with publicans
for their good. This was condemnéd by the Scribes
as unbecoming a holy person, if not also as giving
countenance to sin. Our Lord vindicated himself on

principles acknowledged by them.

His words contain,
I. A generally established maxim— .
Persons desire not a physician unless they be sick.

This is true according to its literal import—

[A person in health wishes not for any medical assistance:
he would refuse it if it were tendered to him; he would not
submit to any regimen that should be prescribed. But t}}iey
who are diseased are glad to hear of a skilful physician: they
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will cheerfully put themselves under his directi_on; and they
will follow his prescriptions, that they may obtain a cure.]

It is more particularly so in a figurative sense—

[There is an analogy between sickness and sin: #his is a
disorder of the soul as #ha# is of the body. A person uncon-
scious of his sinfulness desires not a Saviour; nor will he
comply with the self-denying directions given him. But one
who feels his lost state longs earnestly for a cure: he delights
to hear of Christ, and to make application to him; nor does
he esteem any injunction too severe?®.]

This being acknowledged, our Lord proceeds to
make,

II. An application of it to his own conduct—

The physician’s office leads him to converse with
the sick. Our Lord’s work required him to maintain
an intercourse with sinners.

There are many who conceive themselves to be
“ righteous”—

[None are absolutely and perfectly righteous®?, but many
suppose that their sins are neither great nor numerous. Such
were the Scribes and Pharisees whom our Lord addressed®;
and there are many of this description in every age?.]

Such persons were not so much the objects of our
Lord’s attention—

[He ¢ willed indeed that all should come to repentance®,”
but he knew that they would not receive his offers; they saw
no need of the salvation which he came to accomplish; their
pride and prejudice unfitted them for receiving it. He there-
fore bestowed less labour in calling them to repentance.]

But there are many of more ingenuous disposition—

[They are not really more heinous ¢ sinners” than others,
but they are made sensible of their guilt and danger. Such
was the publican at whose house our Lord was, and such are
to be found in every place.]

To call these to repentance was the great object of
Christ’s ministry—

[These were prepared, like thirsty ground for the rain;

to them he was a welcome messenger; they rejoiced to hear

a 1 John v. 3..

b None by nature, Job xiv. 4, and xv. 14, Nome by practice,
Rom. iii. 10, 12, 23.

¢ Luke xviii. 9, 11. ¢ Prov. xxx, 12, ¢ 2 Pet. iii, 9.
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that repentance could tPrOﬁt them; and our Lord delighted to
encourage their hopesf.] -

Thus did his conduct accord with the dictates of
reason, and with the great ends of his mission.

INFER—

1. The danger of self-righteousness—

[Men feel of themselves the danger of gross sin; but they
cannot be persuaded that they will suffer any thing by self-
righteousness. But a person who, under dying circumstances,
denies his need of help, as effectually destroys himself, as if he
drank poison or plunged a dagger to his heart. Deny not
then your need of the heavenly Physician ; nor think to heal
yourselves by any self-righteous methods. You must resemble
the publican, if ever you would enjoy his lots.]

2. The folly of unbelief—

[We are apt to make the depth of our misery a reason
for despondency ; but the doubting of the Physician’s power
will be as destructive to the soul, as the denying of our need
of him. O behold the remedy! Are you sick® ?-—sinners! ?—
lost®?  Christ suits his promises to your state ; He addresses
himself to each!, nor shall any suppliant be disappointed™.]

f Luke iv. 18, 19. & Luke xviii. 13, 14. b Jer. viii. 22.
i1 Tim. i 15. k TLuke xix. 10. 1 John v, 6.

m John vi. 37.

|

MCCCCXX.

THE USE AND BENEFIT OF THE SABBATH.

Mark ii. 27. And ke said unto them, The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath.

IN nothing is the force of prejudice more strongly
seen, than in the blame cast by the world upon the
followers of Christ for the most trifling offence, whilst
the greatest enormities of ungodly men are suffered
to pass without any animadversion whatever. Nor
is it only for a real deviation from duty that they are
condemned, but for the smallest departure from rules,
which have their foundation in nothing but human
policy or superstition. The Disciples of our Lord had
been attending the Synagogue on the Sabbath-day,
and, being hungry®, they plucked some ears of corn

& Matt. xii. 1.
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as they passed through the corn-fields, and ate it.
This was an act which God himself had particularly

| specified as lawful®; and therefore the Pharisees could

not condemn it: but the law forbade men to do any
servile work upon the Sabbath-day; and therefore the
Pharisees, being determined to find fault, construed
the plucking and rubbing a few ears of corn as a
reaping and threshing of the corn ; and inquired with
indignation, Why they presumed to do so on the
Sabbath-day°? But our blessed Lord vindicated their
conduct: he shewed that works of necessity or mercy
might be performed, as well on the Sabbath as on
any other day. He reminded them of David’s con-
duct in eating the holy bread, which was forbidden
to be eaten by any but the priests and their families:
he had never been censured for it either by God or
man, because he was impelled to it by unavoidable
necessity. He reminded them also of the priests in
the temple, who performed very laborious work in
killing, flaying, and consuming the sacrifices, yet in-
curred no guilt thereby, because they were serving
God: and from these precedents he shewed them,
that the Disciples were not worthy of blame, since
what they had done was in attending upon Him, and

from a necessity imposed by the imperious calls of

hunger. The sanctity of the Sabbath he acknow-
ledged ; but informed them at the same time, that,
where the observance of it militated against the wel-
fare of man, its authority was superseded; for that
“ the Sabbath was made for man, and not man for
the Sabbath.”

From this declaration of our Lord, we shall take
occasion to shew,
I. The end for which the Sabbath was instituted—

The appointment of the Sabbath did not take place,
till the whole work of creation was complete: there-
fore man, who was created on the sixth day, could
not be made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath, as far
as man was concerned, must be made for him. But,

b Deut. xxiii. 25. ¢ Matt. xiil, 2. with Luke vi. 1, 2.
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without laying any stress on the priority of man’s
existence, we may confidently affirm, that the Sabbath
was instituted for the benefit, :

1. Of individuals—

[It is no small privilege to men that God has appointed
them a day of rest, wherein they are to cease from the cares
.and labours of this world, and to attend to the concerns of
another world?®. 'We know by experience how worldly occu-
pations affect the mind; how powerfully they draw us from
God, and impede us in the pursuit of heavenly things; and
there is reason to fear, that if no such appointment had ex-
isted, we should, long ere this, have been immersed in heathen
darkness: we should have been satisfied with the things of
this life, and not thought of inquiring after any thing beyond.
But on every return of this sacred rest, we are reminded, that
there is a (God whom we must serve, and that there is an
eternal portion which it behoves us to secure. We are led
to take a retrospective view of our past lives, in order to see
what we have done for our souls, and what prospect we have
of attaining that happiness, for which we were created, and
for which we were redeemed. In short, this appointment of
a Sabbath affords exactly the same occasion for advancing the
welfare of our souls, as the permission to labour on the six
other days does for the advancement of our temporal inte-
rests: as, on the six days, we devise and execute plans for the
acquisition of wealth, so, on the seventh day, we are occupied
in attaining higher degrees of faith and holiness : and as, in the
one case, we frequently cast up our accounts in order to see
what progress we have made, so, in the other case, the perio-
dical leisure that is afforded us, enables us to ascertain with
precision the state of our souls before God.

Who then has not reason to be thankful for an institution
which is so replete with benefit to his soul? Well might God
number it amongst the highest obligations which he had ever
conferred upon his people, the Jews®; and well may we number
it amongst our choicest blessings.] -

2. Of the whole community—

[Had no specific time been appointed by God, none could
ever have been agreed upon by men : no day would have suited
the convenience of all; nor could human authority have pre-
vailed to establish a law that should be universally and 1irre-
vocably obeyed. But God having fixed a day, the whole race
of mankind is bound to yield obedience to his command: so
that all who acknowledge his authority, wake upon the Sabbath

d Exod. xxiti, 12. Deut. v. 14.
¢ Neh. ix. 13, 14. Ezek. xx. 12—20.

VOL. XI1I. C
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with the same views, the same desires, the same purposes; all
feeling in themselves an obligation to keep it holy, and all eon-
scious that the same feeling pervades the Lord’s people in
every quarter of the globe. In respect to this, there is no
difference of rank or station. The rich man sees, that he is to
lay aside both his cares and pleasures, in order to attend to the
concerns of his soul: the poor man also sees, that though he
may be, as it were, a slave on other days, on this day he is the
Lord’s free-man. Indeed the poor have very peculiar cause
for thankfulness on account of the Sabbath; for the rate of
wages in every country is calculated by the amount that is
necessary to support a man and his family ; and that is given
to a man for six days’ work, because God has commanded him
to rest the seventh: but, if no such command had been given
by God, the poor would have been required to work the seven
days without any augmentation of their wages: in this respect,
therefore, the poor are peculiarly benefited. But indeed the
whole community being thus set at liberty for heavenly
pursuits, and means of instruction being provided for all, such
instruction too as they would not very readily receive in pri-
vate, all meet, as by common consent, in the house of God,
and there offer their united sacrifices of prayer and praise.
From thence all return to the bosom of their families, to dif-
fuse a kindred spirit in their domestic circles, and thus to
advance the temporal, no less than the eternal, happiness of
themselves and others. Doubtless the degree in which these
ends are promoted, must depend on the dispositions of the
persons themselves; they who have no desire after spiritual
blessings, will make no improvement of the opportunities
afforded them : but they whose minds are spiritual, and whose
situations in life preclude them from devoting much of their
time to religion on other days, will now unite in social exer-
cises, and in heavenly converse, with tenfold pleasure; and
their hearts will burn within them, whilst they speak of the
things which God has done for their souls. Nor will these
persons he contented with seeking good to themselves: the
will endeavour to do good to others: they will think whether
there be not some ignorant neighbour whom they can instruct,
or some afflicted neighbour whom they can comfort. On this-
day the poor is on a par with the richest: his time is his own,
to spend for God, either in a way of personal improvement, or
for the edification of those around him.

Suppose then the Sabbaths to be thus employed, who can
calculate the good accruing from them to all ranks and orders
of men; to the rich and to the poor; to the man in health
and to the man immured in prison, or languishing on a bed oi'
sickness; to those who are advanced in years, and those who
are just entering on the stage of life ?]
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If, from these views of the Sabbath, we are made
sensible of its value, let us consider,

1I. The manner in which it should be improved—

It is not intended that we should be in bondage, as
the Jews were; and much less that we should bear
such an intolerable yoke as the Pharisees imposed
on their Disciples: yet we are bound to venerate the
Sabbath, and to keep it holy. God has enjoined that
duty with very peculiar solemnity; “ Remember that
thou keep holy the Sabbath-day.” In what manner

we should keep it holy, the text will inform us: we
should keep it,

1. With a grateful sense of our privilege—

[God, in infinite love and mercy, has made this day on
purpose for us: he knew how much such a periodical season
of reflection would conduce to our happiness, and therefore
appointed the observance of it even in Paradise. To us, who
are so corrupt and sinful, and are immersed in the cares and
pleasures of an ensnaring world, this institution is still more
important: and therefore, when we wake on a Sabbath morn-
ing, our first thoughts should be, ““This is the day that the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in itt” On
rising from our beds, we should shut the door of our minds
against the intrusion of worldly thoughts, and should set our-
selves to the contemplation of heavenly subjects. We should
invite our God to come and take possession of our souls, and
to banish from thence every imagination that may interfere
with his service, or retard our spiritual improvement. We
should consider what great objects are to be attained that
day; what innumerable sins to be lamented; what great and
precious promises to be embraced; what communion with
God the Father, and with the Lord Jesus Christ to be en-
joyed; what grace, and mercy, and peace to be brought into
the soul ; what victories to be gained; what glory to be secured.
Methinks, on retiring to our closet, we should say,  Now, vain
- world, begone; let nothing belonging to thee interrupt me for
a moment : welcome, precious Bible, thou inestimable trea-
sure: let me now unfold thy sacred pages, and obtain an insight
into thy mysterious truths: and, O my God, “ shine into my
heart, to give me the light of the knowledge of thy glory in
the face of Jesus Christ!”’ In short, precisely as a carnal man
embraces with avidity an occasion of worldly gain, and uses
with energy the means of accomplishing his desire, so should

f Ps, cxviil. 24.
c?2

et mi e s TV YYD ADVDE
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we regard every Sabbath with increased joy, and improve 1t
with augmented diligence. .

That this is really the proper way of sanctifying the Sabbath,
we are sure ; since it is the very way prescribed by God hm}-
self : nothing of a temporal nature should (any further than 1s
absolutely necessary) be admitted into ourmmds; but our whole
delight should be in the God of our salvation.]

2. With a humble sense of our responsibility—

[If God has instituted Sabbaths for our good, they are a
talent of which we must give an account to him. And O
what an awful responsibility have we incurred by means of
them! A person that is seventy years of age has had no less
than ten years of entire Sabbaths! What might not have
been done in that time, if they had been properly improved?
— — — When therefore the Sabbath arrives, though we should
welcome it as a blessing, we should welcome it with fear and
trembling : lest, when designed for our good, it should only
aggravate our final condemnation, We should pray to God
to raise our minds to the occasion ; to spiritualize our affections;
to draw nigh to us in our secret retirement, and to reveal him-
self to us in the public assembly. We should bear in mind,
that without Him we can do nothing: and that it is His pre-
sence and His blessing alone that can render any means effec-
tual for our good. And when we come to the close of the
Sabbath, we should inquire diligently, how far the designs of
God’s love and mercy have been accomplished in us, and how
far we have been forwarded in our preparation for the eternal
Sabbath. It is this mixture of * joy and trembling” which
we ought to cultivate, as the most desirable of all frames;
contented to wait for unmixed joy, till all our dangers-and
responsibility shall be for ever past.]

We cannot concLupk without adding a word,
1. Of reproof—

[As for those who make scarcely any difference between
the Sabbath and other days, but follow their business or plea-
sure in a shameless manner, we shall leave them to the reproof
of Nehemiah®, only warning them that their present gains or
pleasures will but ill repay them for the loss of their souls.
Our present subject leads us rather to notice those who detain
their wives or servants at home, in order to provide them a
more palatable repast. How different was the conduct of
Christ and his Disciples! They had been so occupied in holy
exercises, that they had even omitted to make the necessa
provision for the calls of nature ; and were contented to satisfy

g 2 Cor. iv. 15. Isai. lviii, 13, 14. b Neh. xiii. 15, 16.
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their appetite with a little barley rubbed out of the ear ]
they gathered by the way. It should seem that the;wvls:;l;
regardless of bodily indulgence, when they were called to attend
to the concerns of their souls. O that we would learn of them
and jmitate their self-denying piety! True it is, as we have
said before, that works of mercy and necessity may be done ;
but it is equally true, that an attention to the soul is a work
of the greatest mercy, and of indispensable necessity.]

2. Of encouragement—

[Though the alleged violation of the Sabbath was the pre-
text for condemning the Disciples, the real cause was, their
adherence to Christ. Thus, if some sacrifice of time or bodil
comfort be made in order to serve our God, the proud Pharisees,
who hate the light, will inveigh against us as violating some
duty either to God or man; when, if we spent our time in any
other way, they would find no occasion of offence at all. But,
if we be treated thus, let us remember who suffered in like
manner before us; and let us comfort ourselves with this reflec-
tion, that, though man may condemn our piety, our God will
both approve and reward it.]

MCCCCXXL

THE MAN WITH THE WITHERED HAND.

Mark iii. 5—7. And when ke had looked round about on them
with anger, being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, he
saith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched
et out: and his hand was restored whole as the other. And
the Pharisees went forth, and straightway took counsel with
the Herodians against him, how they might destroy him.
But Jesus withdrew himself with his Disciples to the sea.

THE exercise of benevolence is, in itself, calculated
to excite universal admiration ; but it is far from pro-
ducing that effect on those who are blinded by pre-
judice or passion. They whose conduct is reproved
by it will rather take occasion from it to vent their
spleen the more. This our Lord uniformly experi-
enced from the Pharisees. A remarkable instance of
it 1s recorded in the text. Let us,

I. Consider the circumstances of the miracle—

The Pharisees, observing our Lord’s intention to
heal a man who had a withered hand, questioned his
right to do so on the Sabbath-day—
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[Wishing to accuse him of inconsistency, or a contempt of
the law, they asked him whether it was lawful to heal on the
sabbath-day®? Our Lord shewed them, that it was® He
then asked them, Whether, while they condemned him for
doing so benevolent an action on the Sabbath, they were more
justified in indulging murderous purposes against him on the
Sabbathc? 'They, unable to answer except to their own
confusion, “held their peace.” Though convinced of their
unreasonableness and impiety, they would not confess it.]

Our Lord beheld their obstinacy with indignation
and grief—

[Meek as our Lord was, he was susceptible of anger; yet
that anger was not like the passion that too often agitates us.
It was perfectly just and righteous. Sin was the object against
which it was directed; and, while he was angry with the sin,
he mourned over the sinner. Hereafter indeed his anger will
be unmixed with any pity; but now it is, as ours also should
ever be, tempered with compassion towards the offending
person. |

Not intimidated by their malice, he proceeded to
heal the withered hand—

[He bade the man stand forth in the midst of all. Surely
such a pitiable object should have engaged all to interest them-
selves with Christ in his behalf. He then ordered him to
stretch forth his hand. The man, notwithstanding he knew his
inability to do it of himself, attempted to obey, and, in the
attempt, received an instantaneous and perfect cure. ]

Having thus more than ever exasperated his ene-
mies, Jesus retired from their rage—

[One would have thought that all should have adored the
author of such a benefit: but, instead of this, the Pharisees
were * filled with madness?” Alas! what wickedness is there
in the human heart! They joined immediately with the He-
rodians in a conspiracy against his life®: but our Lord’s hour
was not yet come; he withdrew therefore from their power, and
thus defeated, for the present at least, their efforts against him.]

Having thus touched upon the principal ‘incidents
in the miracle, we shall proceed to,

a Matt. xii. 10. b Matt. xii. 11, 12.

¢ ver. 4. This seems the true import of his question.

d Tuke vi. 11,

¢ The Herodians and Pharisees differed so widely both in their
political and religious sentiments, that they hated each other exceed-
ingly, But what enemies will not unite against Jesus? Luke xxiii 12,
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II. Deduce from it some practical observations—

My ﬁrst observation refers to our blessed Lord who
wrought the miracle—

[Did our Lord in defiance of the rage of the surrounding
Pharisees discharge his office boldly, yet, when he saw their
murderous designs, withdraw himself? Then it may be ob-
served, that, though we are never to decline any duty through
the fear of man, yet are we at liberty to avoid the storms which
we cannot allay.

Nothing is more clear than the duty of dismissing from our
hearts altogether the fear of man.  Fear not man who can
only kill the body; but fear him who can destroy both body
and soul in hellf — — — Indeed so obvious is this duty, that
it commends itself even to the most prejudiced and embittered
mind#& — — — Not life itself is to be of any value in our eyes
in comparison of a faithful adherence to this principle: we must
be ready to lay down our lives for Christ’s sake, if ever we would
be approved of him in the day of judgment® —-— —

But this does not forbid our prudently withdrawing from
scenes of danger, provided we can do it without making any
compromise of our fidelity to God. The seventy whom our
Lord sent out to preach his Gospel, were told, that, ¢ if they
were persecuted in one city, they should flee to anothert.”
And St. Paul, when the Jews of Damascus watched the gates
aight and day in order to destroy him, was let down by the wall
in a basket, in order that he might escape their murderous
ragek. On many occasions our Lord himself withdrew from
those who sought his life. And when Paul would have gone
into the theatre at Ephesus, the Disciples kept him from his
purpose, because they knew that he would instantly be put to
death by his blood-thirsty enemies!. The truth is, that life is
a talent to be improved for God, and is not to be carelessly
thrown away. We must be willing to sacrifice it, if called to
do so in the providence of God. Neither a fiery furnace, nor
a den of lions must so intimidate us, as to cause any violation
of our integrity. But if, consistently with fidelity to God, we
' may preserve life, our duty is rather to preserve it for God,
than to throw it away by a needless exposure of it to dangers
which we cannot withstand. ]

My next observation relates to him in whom the

miracle was wrought—
[Did the man with the withered hand, in compliance with
the Lord’s command, stretch out his hand, and in that act

f TLuke xii. 4, 5. Isai. 1i.7,8,12,13. & Actsiv.19. and v.29

h Matt, x. 38, 39. i Matt. X, 23.
k Acts ix. 23—25. 1 Acts xix. 30, 31.
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experience the healing of it? Then we, however desperate
our condition be, should endeavour to execute the commands of
God, and in that act expect his blessing on our souls. .

Doubtless we are in ourselves as impotent as the man with
the withered hand. But are we therefore at liberty to sit still
without making any effort to save ourselves? If that man who
laboured under a natural infirmity had refused to make the
effort which our Lord enjoined, he had in all probability lost
the cure which, in making the attempt, he obtained. How
much more then shall we be left to rue our folly, if we, whose
impotence is only of a moral nature, decline using the means
which God has ordained! It is our duty to repent: it is our
duty to believe in Christ: it is our duty to surrender up our-
selves unreservedly to God. And if, when called to these
exertions, we excuse ourselves by saying that we are not able,
we shall provoke Almighty God to withhold from us the bless-
ings whic% we so greatly need, and which he is ever ready to
bestow upon us. He has told us, that * his Spirit shall help
our infirmities.” But how will he help us? Not by moving
us without any co-operation on our part, but by taking hold of
the opposite end of a burthen, and bearing it together with us™.
Very remarkable is that answer which Jehovah gave to his
people of old. The Church prayed, “ Awake, awake, put on
strength, O arm of the Lord.” The Lord answered, *“ Awake,
awake, stand up, O Jerusalem.” “ Awake, awake, put on thy
strength, O Zion™” God does not need our efforts; but he
requires them: and when they are put forth in obedience to
his commands, and in dependence on his grace, he will ¢ perfect
his own strength in our weakness.”

I call upon you all then to repent of sin, to flee to Christ for
refuge from the guilt and power of it, and to consecrate your-
selves unreservedly to him. I readily acknowledge, that you
are not of yourselves sufficient for these things: but * the
grace of Christ is, and shall be, sufficient for you,” if, in depend-
ence on his promised aid, you will address yourselves to these
all-important duties. “ Be workers together with God;” and
he will never suffer you to work in vain. I grant, you are
asleep; I grant, you are dead: but I say with confidence,
“ Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and
Christ will give you light®.”]

My last observation is, that if, like this man, you
have experienced the mighty working of Christ’s
power, you must, throughout the whole remainder of
your lives, shew yourselves living monuments of Ais
npower and grace.

m Rom. viii. 26. svvayridapfaverac,
n Isai L. 9, 17, and lii, 1. ° Eph. v. 14.
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[Wherever he went, he was a witness for Christ. And
such must you be. You must let it be seen that he both does
and will renew the powers of:a withered soul, and infuse into
it such energies as shall bear the stamp and character of divinity
upon them. And one such witness, if he provoke hostility in
some, will afford the greatest possible encouragement to others.
The Sabbath-day is now the time that our Lord especially
selects for the communication of his blessings to the souls of
men. But the generality are content with an attendance on
outward ordinances, without expecting any peculiar blessing
from them. Let it however be seen in you that ¢ his word is
quick and powerful,” and, that to those who receive it aright,
it “is the power of God to their salvation.”]

MCCCCXXIL.

CHRIST'S LOVE TO HIS PEOPLE.

Mark 1ii. 31—35. There came then his brethren and his mother,
and, standing without, sent unto him, calling him. And the
multitude sat about him, and they said unto him, DBehold,
thy mother and thy brethren without seek for thee. And he
answered them, saying, Who is my mother, or my brethren?
And he looked round about on them which sat about him, and
said, Behold my mother and my brethren! For whosoever
shall do the will of God, the same is my brother, and my
sister, and mother?,

IT is common for persons to feel an undue degree
of solicitude for the bodily welfare of their friends,
whilst they have little anxiety for the spiritual and
eternal welfare of mankind at large. Hence, if a
minister be in danger of impairing his health by his
exertions, they are ready to say to him, ¢ Spare thy-
self :” but, if thousands be perishing all around them
for lack of knowledge, they are not so ready to stir
him up to increased activity and diligence. The
near relations of our Lord were under the influence
of this partial regard, when “they went out to lay
hold on him, and said of him, “ He is beside himself;”

a Another on nearly the same words (Matt. xii. 46—50.) has oc-
curred before. But on a comparison of the two they are so exceed-
ingly different, that without altering a word in either, they are both
presentcd to the public, in hope that both of them may be profitable,
as illustrating different modes of treating the same text.
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or, as it might rather be translated, « He is trans-
ported too far®” It should seem that 1t was with
that view that they called for him at this time : they
were afraid that he would sink under the weight of
his continued labours. But he felt, that both health,
and life too, were well sacrificed in such a cause : and
therefore he disregarded their message, and turned
it into an occasion of expressing the greatness of his
regard for his obedient followers.

From this declaration of our Lord, we shall be led
to shew,

I. The character of those whom Jesus loves—

This is expressed in few, but comprehensive words;
“ They do the will of God.” But what is this will ?
It includes two things:

1. They believe in Jesus Christ—

[ This is eminently the will of God®: and till this be done,
nothing is done to any good purpose: the persons remain, and
ever must remain, objects of his wrath® — — — This therefore
they do in the first place — — — And they do it humbly,
renouncing utterly every other ground of hope —— —and
thankfully adoring God from their inmost souls for such a
refuge ~— — —]

2. They seek after universal holiness— ,

[Zhis also is the will of God®; nor are the loudest pro-
fessions of attachment to Christ of any avail without itf— — —
And this also they do. And they do it unreservedly, accounting

“ no commandment grievousé” — — — and in a progressive
manner, never thinking they have attained, while any thing
Temains to be attained® — — —]

We pass on to consider,

I1. The regard he bears towards them—

Our Lord gives them the preference to his nearest
relations, as suck ; and honours them with the most .
endearing appellations of brother, sister, mother.
Now from this we must understand, that,

1. He bears the tenderest affection towards them——
b ver, 20, 21. Ore tkéory. ¢ 1 John iii. 23. John vi. 20,

4 John iii. 18, 36. e 1 Thess. iv. 3. f Matt. vii, 21.
g2 1 John v. 8. . b Phil. iii. 12—14.
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[We naturally expect the warmest affection to subsist -
between persons so closely allied to each other. But the love
that is found amongst earthly relatives is but a faint image of
that which both Christ and his Father feel towards all their
obedient followers! — — —]

2. He will give them the most familiar access to
him—

[His mother and his brethren were all this time without,
~ whilst Jesus and his attentive followers were within, the house:
and, though solicited by his own mother, he would not go
out to ker, because it would deprive them of the instructions
which they were anxious to receive. And who can tell, what
gracious communications Jesus will vouchsafe to those who
serve him in spirit and in truth? They shall never seek his
face in vain : they shall never call for him, but he will answer
them, Here I am¥® — — —]

3. He will order every thing for their good—

[Any man that is not devoid of principle will consult the
good of his family, when the management of their affairs is
committed to him. And will not Jesus, who is constituted
“ Head over all things for the express benefit of his Church!,”
be attentive to the interests of his obedient people 2 Will he
not supply all their wants, mitigate all their sorrows, and over-
rule all things for their eternal good™®? — — —]

4. He will own them as his, in the last day—

[Suppose him in that day surrounded by the whole
assembled universe; and many who were once related to him
in the flesh, or who once professed themselves his followers,
calling upon him, and saying, * We want a nearer access to
thee; * we have eaten and drunk in thy presence ; we have cast
out devils in thy name, and in thy name done many wonderful
works;” we are thy brethren, thy sisters, thy nearest and
dearest relatives.” Methinks he will then renew the same
gracious declaration that is contained in our text; * Who is
my mother, or my brethren?” And then, stretching out his
hand towards his obedient fol