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1875.] RECENT ASSYRIAN DISCOVEKIE8. 727 

documents: "In the year of the acce88ion to the kingdom 
of so-and-so." After the new year was past they said: ":(n 
the first year of the reign of so-and-so." This will illustrate 
2 Kings xxv. 27. Besides the above, there are a few throwing 
some light on the last struggling years of the Assyrian empire, 
from 626 to 605 B.O. Part of a barrel-cylinder of Bel-zakir
iskun was found, who was probably the immediate successor 
of ABBurbanipal; 626-620 B.O. The successor of Bel-zakir
iskun was Assur-ebil-ili-kain, a Bon of Assurbanipal, who 
reigned from 620 to 607 B.O. Several of his inscriptions 
were found; but they were duplicates of those already known. 
The fact that this king, on one of his monuments, states 
that when Assurbanipal died he did not ascend the throne 
immediately, but at a later period, leads Mr. Smith to suspect 
that there was civil war in Assyria about the close of the 
reign of Bel-zakir-iskun (pp. 381-390). 

CuNEIFORM INSCRIPTIONS OF THE CLASSIO AND EARLIER PERIODS. 

Mr. Smith was particularly fortunate in the discovery of 
new monuments which throw light on the period extending 
from B.O. 626 back to the twenty-third century before our era. 
For convenience we give" from him the names and dates of 
the kings who flourished during the last century of the empire 
88 follows: Tiglath Pileser II., 745-727 B.O.; Shalmaneser IV., 
727-722 B.O.; Sargon, 722-705B.0.; Sennacherib, 705-:681 B.O.; 
Esarbaddon, 681-668 B.O.; and Assurbanipal, 66~26 B.C. 
Any account which we can give here will be meagre compared 
with the abundance of monuments which belong to the reigns 
of these different kings, and we must therefore content our
selves with calling attention to some of the more important 
facts. Assurbanipal, as is well-known, was one of the most 
celebrated of the Assyrian monarchs, who, in addition to his 
conquests and extensive building operations, was a great 
patron of literature, and founded libraries in different cities 
of. his empire, in wllich were to be found records not only of 
contemporaneous history and literature, but collections of 
ancient documents, which reaclled back into the remote periods 
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