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ARTtOLJ: III. 

DATE OF THE APOCALTPSE FROM INTERNAL EVIDENC1 

itt ti" .. u:iliS It. :4A.choItALD, D.D., PBIlI'CBTOJr, it. I. 

RELATION (]I TBII QUESTION '1'0 THE INTImPBEr:rATtON 01' 

THE BOOK. 

T1nI question 1tl1etMr the Apocalypse was written II.t an 
eitly ot iii the 'fert dosing period or the apostolic tnini~ 
tiOtl, haS i.fflporta.t1ce as bearing on the interpretation of th~ 
bOOIt. A true eipositioh depends, in no sinall degree, nport 
• kOOWledge of the existihg condition of things II.t the tiDlti 
it .as written j i.e. or the true paint in histot.r occupied tJf 
tlie 1fTitar, aDd those whom he originally addressed. Th~ 
a8ide is manifestly true of the ptophecies in general; eml
aently So of those of Isaiah, Jeremiah, lind Daniel. 1t tM 
bObk were &n epist1~, like that to the Roman~ ot W tli~ 
HtlbteltEl, it might be of t:omparaHvelylittle impotta.Ilca in 
alk:ertainibt; its meaning, to be a.ble to determine whethet it 
.as wtitten at the cotninehceineitt or at the very close or tM 
,~t.olic eta.; 

It is obvibus that if tilt~ book ltseIt throws any diAtihct 
light on this subject, this 111tetnal evidence, especially in the 
abeence uf reliable historical testimony, ought to be decisive. 
Ttl tbis ihq uit!; tnetefore, this Atticle will be devoted. 1n
stead bC appealinlt to traditibn or to sotne doubtful li:1ssagH 
in !th ahcibnt Father; we interrogate the book itself, 01" we 
listen to vrhat the SpitH saitlt that was in him. 1rho testified 
of these tliiiiga. It.ill be found that I1tJ b(}Ok of thE! New 
Testament inote abounds ih passages which clearly have 
respect to tlie lime when it was wi'ittetl. 

It is hecessart tntl,. t<1 premiile that the question ill regard 
tu th~ a.uthorship of ~he Apocalypse will be considered as ~1-
tied; that is, it will be faken fot granted tha.t it was written 
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458 DATE OF THE APOCALYPSE. [July, 

by the apostle John, the same who wrote the fourih Go6pel, 
and the Epistles that bear his name. 

1. EVIDENCE FROM PECULIAR IDIOM. 

The peculiar idiom, so thoroughly Hebraistic, in which it 
is written, proves that it was the first of the books written 
by John, and one of the earliest of the New Testament. 

The entire New Testament, it is true, is written in this 
Greek of the synagogue, or Hebrew-Greek. It records doc
trines and precepts originally delivered in Hebrew, or in a 
dialect of that language, and events many of which had been 
predicted in the Hebrew scriptures. Moreover, the Hebrew, 
or this dialect, was the vernacular of the principal actors 
and speakers mentioned in the narrative parts. It was una
voidable that _the writers of the New Testament, themselves 
Hebrews, in expressing these new and peculiar ideas in a 
foreign language, should attach new shades of meaning to 
many words, coin new ones, and imitate Hebrew phrases and 
constructions. This language or idiom had already been 
prepared for them, as to a considerable portion of the terms 
by the Septuagint translation of the scriptures. Some of the 
words in this Hellenistic Greek are used in senses, which, 
as remarked by Dr. Campbell,l "can be learned only from 
the extent of signification given to some Hebrew or Chaldaic 
word, corresponding to the Greek in its primitive and ordi
nary sellse," as found in classic authors. 

Now what is true of the Greek of the entire New Test&
ment and of the LXX. is very especially true of that of the 
Apocalypse. We find bere far more numerous instances of 
these changes or tbis extension in the meaning of words, 
imitations of whole phrases, analogous formations of new 

. 'Words, and examples of the combination of Hebrew in1lec
tions and constructions, and a predilection for the prep0si
tion, where the Greeks use only the cases. It is especially. 
deserving of notice how the writer of the Apocalypse, when 
expressing in Greek a Hebrew epithet, for which DO proper 

1 Preliminary Diseertaaion, p. 113. 
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representative is found in the Greek language, puts it in the 
nominative case where the syntax would require a genitive 
or a dative or an accusative, thus conforming to the Hebrew 
noUDS he is representing, which do not admit of inflection in 
the oblique cases. The following are examples, chap. i. 4, 6 : 
a?To d ~1I, ~ 0 ~1I, ItG~ 0 IP'XfiJMllO<;. These words are a 
rendering in Greek of the word "Jehovah," which is indeclin
able. The a?TO requires the genitive; but the writer, gov
erned by the Hebrew, recognizes no oblique cases. He sees 
llO room for flection in translating that name which ex
presses attributes belonging only to him who is the same 
present, past, and future. In the original it is literally 
from. who is, and who was, and who comes. And so in 
the next verse, a7rO '1"10'00 XP'O'TOV, 0 ~,It.T.:\.. We 
learn from iii. 14, that these words define the meaning of 
the indeclinable Hebrew noun, Amen'; Hence the ca8'U8 rectu8 
again. 

We sometimes have in a single word an example of the 
manner in which John weds the Hebrew and the Greek. 
Thus in i. 15, in the description of the appearance of the Son 
of man, it is said his feet were" like unto fine brnss," Xol../eo
)v./3tW9', a word which has greatly perplexed students. It is 
found only in this book, and wa.s probably a word of John's 
own composition. The explanation which commends itself 
above any other is as follows: it is composed of a Greek 
word and a Hebrew, XGAIC&<;, lwa88, and ,~~, to make tDAite; 
60 xaMo:\.t/3GlIOII means brass brought to a white heat, in an 
incandescent state, of a glittering whiteness. This explana
tion was first proposed by Bochart.1 It has been adopted by 
Vitringa, Hengstenberg, and Trench. Hengstenberg says: 
"In the formation of this word we are presented with a 
small image of tIle innermost nature of the Apocalypse, the 
singular manner in which the Hebrew and the Hellenic are 
fused together in it." II We have perhaps another somewhat 
similar example in the word N'ICOAaiTo,JI, ii. 6, the best in
terpretation of which is that it is derived from the Greek 

1 De Animalibus, Sacr. Script. U. 16. I Comm. on Be.,.. i. p. WI, nolle. 
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1r<1rdg J.t~J.I 'r0lf~, Wllicti "'o1'tlid ex:pt~~s· itl a. na~, Ni~ 
M'U.S or Nicolas, what BaltLam e!:pre~se~ in Hebrew, "dest.l'6yet 
&f tile peopl-e," and is the~fore eqaiv~ilt to BalM:lbite&. 
As the other names in this book tire lJredomin&ntly i1lt~ 
and symbolic, in all proba.bility t~is iEl se as .. eU.l 

But so cOlJ~picuous is this Hebtew idio:& it'} thE1 ApUCI< 
lyvSlS that it is unnecessary to inllltip1y e!:~1tlp1es; While it 
i« Greek il1 l/tnguage if is Hebtew in form and spirit. It 
lies upon the veft sUrface and is patent to the inost cursory 
~~amination. It is admitted by all who ha.~e besto1P'ed at11 
tltfleutiml on the subject, that it is tl10t'e prominent here than 
in any other part of the New Testament, not excepting tint 
othet "tIritillgs of John. It canse~ the book to ~r 8Om~ 
wbat the aspect of ah eletnetltary, initiatory work, as if it 
might be the fontal sou~e of those further idiomatic chan~ 
teqnired in the Greek or the ~ynagogue, to ada.pt it to ttm 
expression of the truths of the gospel of Christ. Now ltMt 
Are we authorized to infe~ from this? (nearly, that it was 
one of the earliest wtitteh books of the New Testament. Be
yond all questiori, as the New Testament contains other books 
written by John, this Hebrew eomplexion, so marked in the 
style of the Apocalypse, proves that the wl'iter of it W88 but 
tecently arrived among a Greek population, and that this .. ISS 

his first attempt at composition ill Greek. At this result 1rd 
haTe certainly arrived, that the Apocalypse, in its verbal 
language, boors e\'idellce of haYing beeiI written before the 
Gospel and Epistles of JoM. Tholttck saj's: "When we 
eompare it [the style of the Gospel of John] with th~ style 
uf the Apocalypse, the GOspel; to all appeara.nce, must have 
been "ritten at a. considerabiy llf.ter period."! He thinks 
that the interval of tWElllty or twenty-five 1~ would bot be 
to"" great fio requite to aoooilitt fbI' the great diversity in 
their lahguage. Of all the Ilrguruehts 9.dduced by Sir Isaac 
Newtonj none a.ppear!! tnoJ'e cogent to :Michaelis thah that 
whitlh is drawn from tha Iteb:l'ew style of the Revelation, 
fWm \vhich Sir I~BQ~ had rlI'8.wtJ. the conclusion tlu~t Jobd 

1 See Trench Oil Epilltte8 Ib tb() Seven thu1"ClIee. I Corn. on Gospel, lilt. • 3. 

Digitized by Coogle 



1869.] DATE OF THE APOCALYPSE. 

must have written the book shortly after his de~rture frol;ll 
Palestine, and before the destruction of Jerusalem.1 

2. SEVEN CHURCHES ONLY IN ASIA AT THE TIME IT WAS 

WRITTEN. 

There appear to have been but seven churches in Asia, 
tb!Lt is to say, in Proconsular Asia, or that part of Asia Minor 
lying along the western sea-board, when this book was writ
ten. It is dedicated to these seven alone, by the careful 
mention of them one by one by name, as if there were no 
others (1. 4, 11); TcU~ ma EleleX."aiaw TcU~ Ell Tfj '.A.tT~, to 
the seven churches in Asia. The expression "the seve.,. 
churches," seems to imply that this constituted the wbole 
number, and hence affords one of the most striking inciden
tal proofs in favor of an early date. "There were but seven 
churches," says Dr. Tilloch, "in Asia when the Revelatiqn 
was given." II If it is necessary to suppose that the churcb 
at Colosse had been already established, lying as this place 
did in immediate proximity to Laodicea, it may have been 
regarded as part and parcel of the church at the latter place. 
It is certain that Paul in his Epistle to the Colossians. ad
dresses these churches together as if they wer~ closely iden
tified, if not organically one.8 The churches at Trelles and 
Magnesia could not have been established until a co~ider
able time after the Apocalypse was written. ",[,hose who 
contend tor the later date, when there must have been a 
greater number of churches than seven in the region desig
nated by the apostle, fail to give any sufficient reason for his 
mentioning no more than seven.· That they mystically 9r 
symbolically represent others is surely not such a reason. 

8. JUDAIZING Hmum:C8 AND ENElfIB8 ACTIVE. 

The epistles to the seVen churches disclose that Judaiz-
iDg heretics were exerting a great influence, and that there 

1 Introductory Lecture, Marsh's Translation, 1798. avo. Vol. iv. 
s.J)iMenations, etc., p. 8t. 
• .Cpl ii. 1 ; iv. 16. 
• Epiede& to Seven. C}lllroMl, by Abp. Trench. pp. 42, '"-
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was vigorous activity on the part of Jewish enemies, such 
as could not have belonged to tbese people subsequent to 
the catastrophe which befel their nation. The angel of the 
church of Epbesus is commended (ii. 2) for baving ~~ tried 
thElm which say tbey are apostles, and are not." " Among 
tIle properties belonging to an apostle," says Bengel, "it 
was one tbat he should have seen the Lord Jesus Christ. 
So that false apostles were persons who not only broached 
false doctrine, but also set this forth with an apoatolic air, 
as if they might have seen Christ, or falsely pretended to 
have done so." It would have heen too late in the reign of 
Domitian, when John, who was tbe youngest of the apostles, 
and the only survivor, was nearly a hundred ye&l"S old, for 
such a claim as this to be set up with any degree of pla.nsi
bility. Those to whom John refers must be regarded 88 

identical, if not in person, in character, with those of whom 
Paul complained in his second Epistle to the Corinthians, 
and whom he thus describes: "For such are false apostles, 
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into the apos
tles of Christ," etc. (xi. 13). 

Again, the church of the Ephesians is commended for 
hating" the deeds of the Nicolaitaus " (ii. 6). The best ex
planation of the term "NicolaitaDs" makes it symbolical, 
like Balaam (ii. 14), and Jezebel (ii.20), and makes all these 
names apply to the false apostles or apostates before named, 
or the Judaizing heretics that infested the church. There 
are insuperable objections to the derivation of the name 
from a sectarian called Nicolaus, that is to a historical ex
planation. Balaam, according to its etymology, signifies 
"destroyer of the people"; and Nicolaitans, according to its 
etymology, is simply Balaamites in Greek. The Nicolaitans, 
and those mentioned afterwards as Balaamites, and the fol
lowers of the woman Jezebel, were those precilely who re
peated the sins of Balaam and Jezebel by becoming tempters 
of the people of God. They were the same tzoublers to 
whom Paul refers (2 Cor. ii. 17; xi. 4, 5, 13; Gal. i. 7; ii. 4). 
and who were represented at a very early period in the apoe-
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tolic history, as going down from Judea (Acts xv. 1) and 
causing no small dissension in the churches among the 
Gentiles, by teaching that circumcision was still essential 
to salvation. It became necessary for Paul and Barnabas to 
go to Jerusalem and lay this matter before the apostles 
and elders. The council that was convened sent ~ written 
answer to Antioch and Syria and Cilicia that no greater 
burden was laid upon them than these necessary things, to 
"abstain from meats offel'ed to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornication" (Acts xv. 
28, 29). Paul had warned the elders of Ephesus, when tak
ing his leave of them (Acts xx. 29,30), that he knew after 
his departure "grievous wolves" should enter in among 
them ., not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples 
after them." These words in respect to Ephesus, and several 
of those churches addressed in the Apocalypse, were now 
fulfilled. The" grievous wolves" had come; these "per
verse men" had arisen. 

To the church of Pergatnos it is said: "I have a few 
things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold 
the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to cast a stumbling
block before the children of Israel, to eat things Ifacrificed 
to idols, and to commit fonlication." And to the church of 
Tbyatira: "I have a few things against thee, because thou 
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a proph
etess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit forni
cation, and to eat things sacrificed to idols." The woman 
Jezebel, although the name is symbolical,points also', it may 
he, to some busy, influential female Judaizer and heretic 
among these disturbers of the peace and purity of the early 
church. 

It would seem from the answer of the council at J erusa
lem, that the same class of false teachers who insisted on 
circumcision, were disposed to encourage a dangerous license 
in respect to idolatrous feasts and indulgence of lascivious 
passions; for the same decree that declared circumcision to 
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:be unnecessary, ill express terms eo~demned SJ,lCb liceDae. 
-T.here can ceptainly be in such· expressions as these ~ allu
sion wllatever to the doctrines of those eUm.ici~ ~ueem, 
who, at a subsequent J>eriod is. the £lhristian chw-ch, exil'
eised fl() pernicious an in&uence. Th&y clearly point to.,. 
arJiel' period, when the assault .came from quite a diBereot 
quarter. 111 the epistle to Phi~delpbia the claims of the 
Jq.Q~iziug heretics, who are distioctly de~rihed as ,,", tile.,.. 
.agegu of &tan "¥,hich sa.y they are Jews ud am not," are 
.aDnihillU.l3d as by a .single .stroke; "I, Phrist your Saviour, 
ll&ve the key of Da..vid, and open and DO man sru..UetlL J.I 

APn, in the epistle to Smyrna it is sa.id: '~I know ~ 
blasphemy of them wllich say they ue J.ews awl ue nGt, 
wt are .the 6ynago~e' of Sa.tan. Fea.r nQDe of .tbQl6 tbings 
whj.ch thou shalt suffer.; behold the devil shall _ soma 4Ji. 
.yQU la10 prison that ye ~ay be tried.; and ye sUll have 
5rihulation ten days/' .ete. Tbey .called theJDSelves .leWl, 
.an4 no doubt were hy natural des.cent the children.of ~ 
ham.. But they had a spirit so malignant ihat Jibe sy.n&gIOgU 
.iQ ,which they belWlgeQ might be .called the synagogu of 
:Satau.. The .sow:ce (){ this persecBti<m, ~ ~r .the faIS 
-tIlAt the J ews w~e its 7.ealous B~nM, points. ~18&riy to I 

.~ anterior to thegrea.t diS¥te.r whioh CJLJUe 11pQIl ills JeJl
iab. .nUio».. The Je?tfS, it is true, even after this ~ 
aabited gl'e~t biliterness of spiRit against Christianity; but .1'8 is greater powe.r attrw\1.wd to .hem here thaD. .., 
~n be aupposed to have pqasessed aitei' their dispersion _ 
~:dreBle bumiliation by reASon of t~ .oiVerthrQW of tiltH citt 
{Wld oolDp1.e. They wore Dever a perseCllQl,lg po~ __ 
queet tQ this disastrous period inthDir .bi~~. -

4. THE JEWS STILL OcOUPYING, AS A DISTINCT PEoPLB, ~ 
OWl' I,.~, 

hl.oha.,ter \>ii. we hMe what ha.s b~n atplEl4il" ihB.nawa 
iii ..aling/' bllt which is ~vidJ3JNIy tQ. ~on$inu"tioJl of ...w 
was disclosed in ~he sixta Ileal, .of which we hue ibf3 .opQIl

ing in obaptu vi. The WJQ8.cio d jJldpen~ it "u.y~ua~ 
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a process of sealing the servants of God in their foreheads 
could be accomplished. "And I heard," says John (vii. 4), 
"the number of them which were sealed, a hundred and 
forty and four thousand of all the tribes of the children of 
Israel." And then the tribes are named one by one, and 
twelve thousand of each are scaled. The language and the 
manner in which the whole thing is stated could hardly more 
distinctly imply that the Jewish nation was still existing and 
occupying its own land, - a land exposed to some impend
ing desolation, from which the sealed, the one hundred and 
forty-four thousand, were to be exempt. The twelve tribes 
are named, notwithstanding so many of them had been lost 
because the destruction revealed in connection with the seal-. 
ing was to overtake the whole land of Judea, once the in
heritance of, and partitioned among, these twelve tribes. It 
was a destruction that was to overtake Judea, and therefore 
Jewish Christians are alone selected. Bengel held very 
strongly that Israel is here spoken of in the natural sense 
and not in the figurative. "As certainly," says he, " as 
the tribe of Judah is that from which the victorious lion, the 
lamb sprung (Apoc. v. 5), so certainly are all the tribes to 
be literally understood." Many thousands, we know, had 
been converted from the Jewish to the Christian faith (see 
Acts ii. 41; vi. 7; xii. 24; xix. 20). According to the 
Saviour's own words (Matt. xxiv. 22), "the elect" were to 
be secured or cared for in that day of calamity. He gave 
them a sign, and when it should 'be seen they were to seek 
places of security.l These one hundred and forty-four thou
sand represent either symbolically or literally the number of 
those gathered out from among the Israelites, of whom God 
would never for a moment lose sight as his own, in the things 
that were coming on the earth, and to whom his special 
grace and providence would be extended. These sealed ones 
appear again in this prophecy (xiv. 1-5) on Mount Sion follow
ing the Lamb whithersoever he goeth, and are there· expressly. 
recognized as " the first-fruits unto God and the Lamb." 

1 Matthew, :ail:. 15-22~ 
VOL. un No. 103. 59 
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Hengstenberg maintains that the "tribes of the children 
of Israel " are here mentioned in the sense that "the whole 
Christian church, however composed, is what is meant by 
them as being the legitimate continuation of ancient IsraeL" 
But it seems straDge that Jewish Christians alone should be 
selected as representing the whole church in a writing origi
nally addressed to churches so remote from Judea, and c0m

posed largely, if not mainly, of' Gentile converts. And such 
a designation would only seem the more strange in a writing 
the date of which is referred to a period some twenty-five or 
thirty years subsequent to the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the dispersion of the Jem. But the view of Hengstenberg 
is. further shown to be wholly inadmissible, inasmuch 88 

immediately upon the sealing of the one hundred and forty
four thousand of aU the tribes of the children of Israel, we 
have the numberless multitude lout of all nations set over 
against these sealed ones as the complete han-est, of which 
the sealed ones are but "the first-fruits unto God and the 
Lamb." The multitude which could not be numbered are 
put in contrast with the first-fruits, the one hundred and 
forty-four thousand; and the "all nations and kindreds 
and people and tongues," with the twelve tribes of Israel. 

5. THE CITY OF JERUSALEJ( UNDE8TIlOYED, .AlID DIll TBmY 
BTILL BTANDING. 

When the Apocalypse was written, as the book itself inti
mates, if it does not distinctly state, the temple was still 
standing undisturbed, and the city of which it was the pory 
unde80lated (see xi. 1-18). John says there was given to 

him a reed, and he was directed to measure "the temple of 
God and the altar"; but" the court that is without the 
temple" he was not to measure; "for it is given unto the 
GeRtiles, and the holy city shall they tread under foot, forty 
and two months." Power was to be given to "two wit
nesses," who should" prophesy a thousand two hundred and 
three score days." They should then be killed and Uleir 

1 Chapter ro .•. 
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dea4 bodies" lie in tbe street of the great city which spirit
ually is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord W88 

crucified." But their lives should be marvellously preserved, 
while ~ were working miracles, and till their prophecy 
was ended. Their bodies, unburied, after three days and a 
half should come to life, and tbey should ascend" to heaven 
in a cloud." 

It is difficult to see how language could more clearly point 
to Jerusalem, and to Jerusalem 88 it W8.S before its over
throw, where were the temple of God and the altar, where 
also our Lord W88 crucified. The prophecy in the most 
striking manner seems to adopt the very expression of our 
Lord as recorded by Luke xxi. 24, in which the destruction 
of Jerusalem is universally allowed to be foretold: "Jertl
salem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles." Regarding 
the literal Jeru88lem and the external temple and altar 88 

named, and this partieular prediction as baTing reference to 
their desolation, it follows of course that this book must have 
been written prior to that event. On the other hand, if we 
regard the whole - the city, the temple, the altar, as well 88 

the measuring ~ to be symbolical, as we must if we adopt the 
later date, it seems very strange and altogether unnatural, 
that the apostle, in writing to churches so remote from Judea 
gathered on Gentile soil, should make use of such symbols, 
and that, too, when nearly or quite a generation had passed 
since that city with its temple had been destroyed. This 
interprf'tation indeed seems too unnatural to be admitted, 
especially where we have so much ground from other parts 
af tbe prophecy for the assumption that the temple and 
Jerusalem were still standing. 

The parts symbolical in the. passage are the measuring .. 
reed and the measuring, the two olive trees, the two candle-
8ticks, and the beast ascending out of the bottomless pit to 
make war against the witnesses. The parts that are literal 
are the temple, the altar, the court without the temple, the 
holy city trodden under foot by the Gentiles, the witnesses 
prophesying forty and two months, and the equivalent period, 
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a thousand two hundred and threescore days; and thatthere 
might be no doubt as to the city intended, it is described as 
the city" where our Lord was crucified." 

The measuring-rod and the measuring are here symbolical 
of destruction. In previous visitations or threatenings of 
evil on the holy city, wc find analogous figures employed. 
" I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria and the 
plummet of the house of Ahab" (2 Kings xxi. 12, 1:3). 
"Behold I will set a plumb-line in the midst of my people 
Israel, .•... and the high places of Isaac shall be de~late, 
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste," etc. (Amos 
vii. 8, 9; see also Isa. xxxiv. 11; Lam. ii. 8). In such pas
sages as these, in which the" very implements made use of in 
construction are employed as symbols of demolition, we have 
ample authority for the meaning attached here to the meas
uring-rod and the measuring. It was to be applied to the 
temple, the altar, and them that worship therein; that is, 
these holy places were to be overthrown, and the worship 
connected with them brought to an end. The direction to 
leave out and not to measure the court without the temple, 
may denote that this court and all that lay outside of the 
temple proper was not in the same sense holy; it was" the 
court of the Gentiles to which they already had access. 
The consecrated temple and altar were not to be permitted 
to fall into the hands of the uncircumcised. God would 
save them from such dishonor by their destruction, and the 
worship peculiar to the temple would pass away never more 
to be re-instated Hence we see, perhaps, the propriety of 
employing the implements of construction here as symbols. 
The destruction was in order to save consecrated things. The 
Roman general found it impossible, although he made the 
most strenuous efforts, to rescue the temple.! Titus now gate 
orders to demolish the whole city, except three towers and 
that portion of the wall which inclosed the city on the west 
side. The towers were preserved to prove to posterity bow 
strongly fortified a city had been subdued; and tho wall to 

J Josephus, Bell. Jud. vi. 4, n 6, '1. 
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afford a camp for the garrison he was to leave behind. The 
rest of the wall" was so thoroughly laid even with the ground 
[to use the language of Josephus, as if he had written with 

. the very words of onr Lord's prediction, Luke xix. 44, pres
ent to his mind] by those that dug it up to the foundation, 
that there was left nothing to make those that came thither 
believe that it had ever been inhabited." 1 The worship 
peculiar to the temple, the great national religious observ
ances to which the whole people went up, passed away never 
more to be celebrated on Mount Zion. 

As to the times or periods specified in the passages, there 
is no difficulty in making out in accordance with the appli
cation or interpretation suggesteQ, a literal fulfilment. Ves
pasian appears to have received his commission from Nero, 
i.e. the war was declared 2 the first part of February A.D. 67 ; 
three years and six months after, namelytbe tenth of August 
A.D. 70, Jerusalem was destroyed. Here, then, we have the 
" forty and two months," or the equivalent period, "twelve 
hundred and sixty days," during which, understanding" the 
holy city" by II. common figure of speech, as representing 
the entire Holy Land, that land was to be laid waste by the 
Gentiles. It is a striking confirmation of the literal inter
pretation which has been given to the temple and altar in 
this passage, and from which we necessarily infer the earlier 
date of the book, that from this point in the prophecy they 
entirely disappear, and no more recur in the book. Imme
diately upon the overthrow of the city where our Lord was 
crucified, the temple, in the remaining part of the prophecy, 
in the visions and pictures by which it is unfolded before the 
apostle's mind, is treated as if it had already passed away, 
had been transferred from earth to heaven,8 until in the final 
vision, that of the New Jerusalem, it disappears even there. 
"r saw no temple therein.'" This vision of the New Jeru-

1 Bell. Jud. vii. 1, • 1. 
t See Lardner, Jew. Test. lviil. 
• Chap. xi. 19; xiv. 17; xv. 5, 6,8; xiv. 1, 17. 
4 Chap. xxi. 22. 
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salem very significantly forms the bright end cbeeriDg eIo!e 
to a prophecy of which the earlier part relates to &he de&Iroo
tion of the old, the earthly Jerusalem. 

AB to the witnesses, it is in this interpretation .....-. 
that there were preeisely two. The two were eaoqh til 
perform the work to which God had called them. H we JIId 
a Christian history extant, as we have a Pagan one by T» 
tus, and a Jewish one by Josephus, giving an aeeount of 
what occurred within that devoted city during thai am: 
period of its history, than we might tl'&ee out more distiDedJ 
the prophesying of the two witnesses. The great body of 
Christians, warned by the signs given them. by their lBd 
according to ancient tes~y, appear to have left PalestiDt 
on its invasion by the Romans. Aftar the retreat of GalIw 
from Jerusalem, and the disasters he suft'ered at &be haD4I 
of the Jews, " many of the most eminent Jews," to use dlr 
words of Josephus, " swam away from the city as from a Slip 
when it was going to sink." 1 Perhaps John, the writer c.f 
the Apocalypse took his departure at this time. But n u 
the will of God that a competent number of 1ritues&es roY 

Christ should remain to preach the gospel to the Tery Ia..<i 
moment, to their deluded, miserable countrymen. It l1li1 
have been part of their work to reiterate the prophecies ~ 
specting the destruction of the city, the temple, and COlD

monwealth.2 During the time tbeRomans were to tmd 
down the holy land and city, they were to prophesy. Their 
being clothed in sackcloth intiDWes the lDournful ebarada' 
of their mission. In their designation as the two olive &lee; 

and the two candlesticks or lamps standing before God, iheJt 
is an allusion to Zech. iv., whQre theee symbols 818 in&er. 
preted of the two anointed ones, Joshua the high ~ and 
Zerubbabel the prince, founder of the second temple. TIlt 
olive trees, fresh and vigorouB, keep the lamps COIW&Md! 
supplied with oil. These witnesses, amidst; the d8l'kn~ 
which has settled round Jerusalem, give a IiJteady and w6il-

1 Bell. J ud. il. llO, • 1. 
I Commentaries of naubuz, Lowman, Wewtein, aad Smut. 
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ing light. They possessed the power of working miracles as 
wonderful as uy of those performed by Moses and Elijah. 
What is here predicted. must have been fulfilled before the 
elOISe of the miraculous or apostolic age. All who find here 
a predietion of the state of the church during the ascendancy 
of the papacy, or at auy period subaequent to the age of the 
apostles t are of 001lJ'8e under the necessity of explaining 
away all thi, lang~ which attributes miraculous powers 
to the wimesses. They were a.t length to fiLll victims to the 
war, or to the 881M power that waged the war, and their 
bodies were to lie uo.buried three days and a half in the 
streets of the oity where Ohrist was cruoified. Their resur
rection and aecension to beaven, like their death and lying 
without burial, must be interpretec1literally; aUhougb, as in 
the cue of the miracles they performed, thete is no histori
cal reeord of tbe eTenti themselves. If these two prophets 
were the only Ohristian. in Jerusalem, as both were killed, 
there was no one to make a record or report in the case, 
and we haTe here therefore an example of a prophecy which 
CODtains at the same time the only history or notice of the 
events by which it was fulfilled. The wave of ruin which 
swept over Jeruea1em and wafted them up to heaven, erased 
or prevented every humaa memenio of their work of faith, 
their patience of hope, and labOl' of love. The prophecy that 
fOl'etold them is their only history, or the only history of the 
p&rt they were to take in the closing socnes of Jerusalem. 
We conclude, then, that these witnesses were two of those 
apostles who seem to be 10 strangely lost to bistory, or of 
whom no a.uthentic traoos can be discovered subsequent to 
the destruotion of Jerusalem. May not James the less or 
the second James, in distinction from the brother of John, 
commonly styled the bishop of Jerusalem, have been one of 
them? Why should he not remain faithful to his post to 
the last 1 According to Hegesippus, a Jewish Christian 
historian, who wrote about the middle of the second century, 
his monument was ~till pointed out near the ruins of the 
temple. Hegesippus saye that he was killed in the year 69, 
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and represents the apostle as bearing powerful testimony to 
the Messiahship of Jesus, and pointing to his second coming 
in the clouds of heaven, up to the very moment of his death. 
There seems to be a peculiar fitness in these witnesses for 
Christ, men endowed with the highest supernatural gifts, 
standing to the last in that forsaken city, prophesying its 
doom, and lamenting over what was once so dear to God. 

The main, if not the only, argument of Hengstenberg 
against the view here presented of the passage in the eleventh 
chapter, in support of the later date which he advocates, is 
founded on what appears to be a very singular interpretation. 
He makes the import of the measuring to be preservation: 
" Where the measuring ceases, there," he says, "the line of 
abandoning begins." In other words what was measured, 
the temple, the altar, etc., were to be preserved; and what 
was not measured was to be destroyed. It is on the ground 
of au interpretation such as this, that he objects to that view 
of the passage which fiuds in it proof that the book was com
posed before the taking of Jerusalem. He devotes several 
pages to a protest which it will be seen was lost labor, when 
it is understood that John, by tho symbol of measuring, meant 
destruction and not preservation. Hengstenberg, making 
the measuring a 8Jmbol of preservation, considers the temple 
as a symbol of the church, and the altar a symbol of that 
free-will sacrifice by which believers present themselves to 
him who redeemed them with his blood, and the outer court 
as denoting those who have not been reached, or are only 
superficially affected, by the spirit of the church. He makes 
everything symbolical. "Spiritually," he says, is to be applied 
not only to Egypt and Sodom, but to the expression" where 
also our Lord was crucified"; and that J el'\lsalem is here 
intended to denote the church as degenerate on account of 
the ascendency of the world, and filled with offences, thus 
crucifying the Lord afresh. He makes the whole prophecy 
here if not" to swim in the air," to use one of his own favor
ite expressions, to sink out of sight; for he makes it to mean 
simply the preservation of the church and its worship. No 
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events are foretold; it is nothing more than are-affirmation, 
in highly figurative language, of the promise that God will 
ever have a seed to serve him . 

.Another interpretation makes this prediction relate to 
what will befall the restored temple and the rebuilt Jerusa.
lem, for which those who adopt it are looking in the future. 
They hold that the Jerusalem of Palestine is yet to know a 
splendor and magnificence becoming the metropolis of the 
Ohristian world; and that a third temple, surpassing the first 
and second, is to be erected, and the Jews arc to form a," sort 
of spiritual nobility in the church. Mr. D. N. Lord, one of 
the ablest of the Millenarian writen:, however, adopts a view 
more nearly resembling that of Hengstenberg. He makes 
the great and peculiar truths of the scriptures proclaimed by 
the Reformers to be symbolized by the temple, the altar, and 
the offt~rers of worship; and the outer court generally to be 
occupied by apostates. Mr. Croly and Mr. Barnes present a 
\'"ery similar view. 

6. THE SIXTH OF THE ROMA.N EMPERORS ON THE THRon. 

The book of Revelation, according fo its own representa.
tion, was written or it.s visions seen during the reign of the 
sixth of the kings or emperors of Rome. In chapter xvii. 
there is a passage which professedly explains the mystery 
of the beast having seven heads and ten horns, on which sat 
the woman who was a.rrayed in purple aud scarlet. " The 
seven heads are seven mountains on which the woman sit
teth. .And there are seven kings, five are fallen and one is, 
and the other is not yet come; and' when he cometh he must 
continue a short space. .And the beast that was and is not, 
even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 
perdition." But see the entire passage, vs. 7-12. 

That Rome is here intended, there can be no mistake. It 
is distinctly said that the seven heads of the beast symbolize 
"the seven mountains on which the woman sitteth"; that 
is, the seven hills on which Rome was built. .And as little 
room is there for mistako in the words, " .And there are seven 

VOL. XXVI. No. 103. 60 
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kings; five are fallen, one is, and the other is not yet come." 
That the line or succession of emperol'l is here meant, and 
not the primitive kings of Romo, is ceriain from the connec.
tion of the" five" who have" fallen" with the one "who is," 
the olle then reigning, and with the one who is to "come," 
that is, his successor. We have then only to reckon the suc
cession of emperori, and we must arrive with certainty at 
the reign under which the Apocalypse was written or was 
seelL If we begin with Julius Caesar it stands thus: Caesar, 
Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Cla.udius; these make up the 
five who have fallen. "One is," Nero. The ancients, although 
the empire was not fully established till the time of Augus
t1l8, reckoned from Julius Caesar. He had been declared 
perpetual dictator, and had concentrated sovereign power in 
his hands. Josepbus calls Augustus the second emperor of 
Rome, a.nd Tiberius the third. l "And the other is not yet 
come; and when he cometh he must continue a short space." 
Galba, who reigned seven months, makes the seventh. The 
context, " the beast that was, and is not, and yet is" (v. 8) 
strikingly describes Nero by alluding to the popular belief, 
that after disappearing for a. time, that emperor would re
appear, as if he had risen from the dead. And again in the 
words, "And the beast that was and is not, even be is the 
eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition." Had 
the expectation in regard to Nero. that after disappearing 
for a time he would come again been fulfilled, he would 
have been the eighth; and he might also be said to be of the 
seventh, as his successor Galbo. is generally reckoned 0.8 one 
of the mock emperors. This popular belief in regard to 
Nero was founded on a prediction of the soothsayers in the 
early part of his reign. Accordingly after his death several 
imposters appeared, professing to be Nero; and there were 
not wanting those who, in full expectation of his return and 
recovery of power, "adorned his tomb with spring and sum
mer flowers," 2 with the hope, doubtless, of thus ingratiwg 

1 Antlq. xviii. ll. 4 2. 
I Vernis aeBtbisque floribua aumalam ejua omll'lll1t..-SlUl&. t 17. 
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themselves into his favor. It appears from numerous sourees, 
Jewish as well as Pagan, that there was a wide-spread expec
tation of Nero's return.1 

To harmonize tIus passage with the theory which reCers 
the time of the Apocalyp!le to the reign of Domitian, it has 
been maintained that the seven kings represent the seven 
hills of Rome, merely to characterize them as kingly or 
princely hills. The ten horns are said to represent the num
ber of sovereigns that had ruled in Rome. That five of her 
seven kings (which are so many magnificent bills) are falIen, 
and one is, and the other is not yet come, etc., merely repre
sents the condition of Rome as "not having reached its acme 
in external greatness, but nevertheless wasting away in its 
internal strength." Others, who for the most part have 
held to the same interpretation, have departed from it in 
some particulars, understanding by "the beast that was, and 
is not, and yet is," the Roman empire, idolatrous under the 
heathen emperors, then ceasing to be for some time under 
the Christian emperors, and then becoming idolatrous again 
under the Roman pontiffs; and by the ten horns the ten 
kingdoms into which the Roman empire is represented as 
divided after it became Christian. 

"The seven hills of Rome," says Hengstenberg, "could 
only be pointed to as a llymbol of the seven-formed worldly 
power." " Of the seven kings mentioned, five belong to the 
period already past; and of the two others Olle appeared at 
the time then present on the stage of history, and the other 
had still not entered on it. The five kings, or worldly king
doms, that had already fallen at the time of the Seer, are the 
kings of Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, Greece. The one 
that is, accordingly, must be the sixth great monarchy, the 
Roman, for it was this that was in existence at the time of 
the Soer. With the seventh phase of the ungodly power 
of the world, the beast goes also into perdition, the heathen 
state generally comes to an end." 

"The scene," says Mr. Lord, " was the site of Rome. The 
1 Prot Stl1art', Commentary, ii. pp. 4M Iq. 
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seven heights were the seven hills of the city, and they were 
symbols of'the seven kinds of rulers who exercised the gov
ernment of the ancient empire." All seem to agree that 
Rome is meant. But those who understand the prophecy to 
mean kingdoms or dynasties when it says "kings," assign 
no good rea!lon for an interpretation by which they give scope 
to the utmost latitudo of speculation in the application of 
the prophecy. The comparison of these interpretations with 
that which makes the sixth ruler, then ruling, the emperor 
Nero, leaves no room for choice to a mind uncommitted to 
some favorite theory requiring a later date. 

We therefore conclude that a reader of the Apocalypse, 
without prepossessions as to the date, consulting the book 
itself as a witness on this point, could not fail to come to the 
conclusion that it was written before the destruction of Jeru
salem, in the reign of Nero, the sixth in succession to Julius 
Caesar in the empire of Rome. 

The precise year of our Lord, probably, cannot be ascer
tained. It is not easy to determine the exact time when 
John left Judea and took up his abode in Ephesus. We 
infer that he was not yet in that city when Paul was there 
(A..D. 58 or 59), as there is no allusion to him in the scene 
recorded in Acts xx. 17, which could not have been avoided 
had he been there. And yet afterwards, when Paul reached 
Jerusalem, as would appear from Acts xxi. and Gal. i. 19, 
he did not find John there. This may have been but a tem
porary absence; we however infer from all the facts that 
can be gathered in the case, that not long after Paul's fare
well address to the elders of Ephesus, John arrived, and 
took up his abode in that city. He was quick to discern in 
the agitated state of Judea the signs of the destruction that 
was hastening, and no doubt under the special direction of 
the Holy Spirit took his departure for Asia Minor, where he 
had a great work to do for many years to come. He was 
probably one of the earliest, being one of the most pre-emi
nent of the disciples and apostles of the Lord, wbo felt the 
persecution which commenced under Nero (A.D. 64), when it 
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reached Ephesus. At some time during the four years of 
this persecution, while he was ill Patmos, to which he seems 
to have been banished for the word of God and the testimony 
of Jesus Christ, the visions of the Apocalypse wore seen and 
recorded by him. If we fix upon A.D. 64 or A.D. 68, or one 
of the inteI'mediate years, it· makes little or no difference, as 
the destruction to which so considerable a portion of the 
prophecy relates would still be at hand, even at the doors. 
Or if we suppose that John did not leave Judea till after the' 
war was declared, A.D. 67, and that he was sent to Patmos 
almost immediately on his arrival at Ephesus, it only brings 
the catastrophe he predicts still nearer. The twelve hun
dred and sixty days had already commenced, and on his 
lonely rock the banished apostle could see the lightning's 
flash and hear the thunders of the tempest and the trumpets 
of the armies gathering for the overthrow of the devoted city 
he loved so well. In its very title his prophecy professes to 
be a revelation of " things which must shortly come to pass." 
The fulfilment was in the immediate future. This is re
peated again and again (ii. 15, 16; iii. 11; xi. 14; xvi. 15; 
xxii. 7, 12, 20): A very large part of the book was to be 
speedily fulfilled, and although a part of it related to the dis
tant future, and some of it to scenes and events following the 
end of the world, yet the" shortly" and" I come quickly" 
never lose their appropriateness and significance as the very 
key of this book. The complete argument for the early 
date, from internal evidence, can only be found in the full 
exposi1!0n of the book, showing that while it has its starting
point in the state of things existing at the time it was writ;.. 
ten, it progresses in the order of history from that point until 
every anti-Christian power is overthrown, and the consum
mation is reached in the N ew Jerusalem coming down from 
God out of heaven, and the new heaven and the new earth. 
Such an exposition would show, for example, a most re
markable coincidence between the first six seals, viewed as 
premonitions of the great catastrophe, and the signs of this 
catastrophe as foretold by our Saviour (Matt. xxiv.; Luke 
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xxi). And so striking an instance of scripture interpreting 
scripture ought not perhaps to have been omitted in that 
cumulative proof involved in the very nature of the question 
under consideration. 

No INTERNAL EVIDENCB FAVORING THE LATER DAft. 

So clear is the internal evidence in favor of the earlier 
date of the Apocalypse. And no evidence can be drawn 
from any part of the book favoring the later date so CQm
monly assigned to it. Some, it is true, have thought they 
had found internal marks inconsistent with the earlier date 
in the state of the Seven Churches of Asia, as inferred from 
the special epistles addressed to them contained in the Apoc
alypse.! With a considerable degree of certainty considering 
the inherent difficulty which belongs to the chronology of 
the Acts, taking the Claudian decree I in A.D. 51, requiring 
Jews to leave Rome, as the starting-point, we learn that 
Christianity was first introduced at Ephesus in A.D. 53 or 54, 
and that near the close of the last-named year there had been 
gathered there, under the labors of Paul, Aquila, and Pris
cilla, and Apollos, a church, "the men," or 'male members 
of which numbered twelve.8 If"e suppoEle that John wrote 
the Apocalypse somewhere between A.D. 64 and A.D. 68, these 
churches had been in existence at least some ten or twelve 
yeal'S, a sufficien t length of time, considering that most of 
them no doubt were converts from heathenism, for them to 
have undergone all the changes to be inferred from these 
epistles. The church of Smyrna is represented as troubled 
with false apostles. The church of Pergamos had such as 
held the doctrine of Balaam. The church of Thyatira had 
some who suffered the woman J ezebel to teach and seduce 
the people. And so on. Only the church of Philadelphia 
had nothing laid to her charge. But we find in the epistles 
of the other apostles the churches in general which were DO 

older, troubled with precisely the same evils. See Paul's 
1 See Dissertation in W MIlhouse's Apocalypse Translated. 
S Aeta xviii, i. • AotB xviii., xix. 
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Epistles to the Corinthians, passim, and his second Epistle 
to Timothy, in which he sorely complains of some who were 
called Christians, and mentions several who were of the 
churches of Asia - Demas, Alexander, Hermogines, and 
Philetus. Peter wrote against those who held the doctrine 
of Balaam. Jude did the same. Lardner assigns Jude's 
epistle to A.D. 64 or 65. But the exhortations of Paul in 
his epistle to one of these seven churches, that of Ephesus,l 
to put away from them bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, 
evil-speaking, malice, and even stealing, as much imply a 
departure from their first love, as the exhortations in the 
epistle to them in the Apocalypse imply such a departure. 
And Paul, ill writing to Timothy iu his first epistle, beseeches 
him to abide at Ephesus. And for what purpose? That he 
might charge some that they teach no other doctrine; and 
be speaks of some as having swerved from sound doctrine, 
and turned aside to vain jangling (1 Tim. i. 6). There is noth
ing in any of the epistles to the seven churches which indicates 
a more serious charge. Instead of these epistles affording 
any internal evidence unfavorable to tho earlier date claimed 
for the Apocalypse, it has already been shown (Arg. 3) that 
there are features about them wholly inconsistent with re
ferring the book to a date so late as the time of Domitian. 

Sm ISAAC NEWTON'S ARGUMENT. 

There is another argument which might have been inclu
ded in the foregoing enumeration, showing the strong internal 
evidence which the Apocalypse bears in favor of the early 
date. It is one that was suggested by that great mlln
great in his reverence for God and God's word, and great in 
his childlike humility as a Christian, no less than for his 
learning and contributions to science - Sir Isaac Newton, 
who·appears to have brought as clear an intelligence to the 
study of the scriptures as to the works of God's hand; to 
wit, that the book clearly furnishes expressions and allu
sions which are found in epistles known to have been written 

1 Written, according to Wieseler, .... D. 61 or 62, Chronol. p. 455. 
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before the destruction of Jerusalem. Sir Isaac mentions 
particularly the Epistle to the Hebrews and the Epistles oC 
Peter. He supposes that the writers of these epistles must 
have read the Revelation and often made it the subject of 
their meditations; and that its topics furnished matter Cor 
allm,ion in their own inspired writings. That it is the origi· 
nal, and that John did not, on the other hand, find matter 
for allusion in these epistles, will be sufficiently evident to 
anyone who makes the most cursory comparison. The Rev
elation was tJ1e fountain, the primal source of the expressions 
and imagery in question, where they appear in full, or car
ried out in exte1/JJO j in the epistles are mere quotations or 
allusions. There are figures, allusions, and even some forms 
of theological statement found ill English literature since 
the publication oC Paradise Lost, which were unknown to it 
before. If other proof were wanting, it migllt be made evi-

. dent in regard to some contemporary author of the age of 
Milton, that he wrote after that great poet, by the distinct 
impression his writings could be shown to have derived from 
Milton's great work. Now it is something analogous to this 
which may be noticed in the relation of the epistles to the 
Apocalypse: 

" The Apocalypse seems to be alluded to," says Sir Isaac 
Newton, "in the Epistles of Peter, and that to the Hebrews, 
and therefore to have been written before them. Such allu
sions in the Epistle to the Hebrews I take to be the discourse 
concerning the high priest ill the heavenly tabernacle; and 
those concerning the word of God with the sbarp two-edged 
sword, the heavenly city that hath foundations, whose builder 
and maker is God; the cloud of witnesses; Mount Sion; tile 
general assembly; spirits of just men made perfect; and the 
shaking of heaven and earth, and removing them, that the 
new heaven, new earth, and new kingdom, which cannot be 
shaken, may remain." He says" the second Epistle oC Peter 
from i. 19 to the end seems to be a continued commentary 
upon the Apocalypse. There, in writing to the churches of 
Asia, to whom John was commanded to send his prophecy, 

Digitized by Google 



1869.] DATE OF THE APOCALYPSE. 481 

he tells them they have " a more sure word of prophecy," to 
be heeded by them as "a light which shineth in a dark 
place." "In the second chapter be [Peter] proceeds to de
scribe out of this sure word of prophecy how there would be 
false prophets or false teachers who should bring in damn&
ble heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them." 
In the third he goes on to describe their destruction more 
fully, and the future kingdom." . 

Bishop Newton was satisfied that the argument founded 
on allusions to this prophecy pointed out by Sir Isaac in the 
Epistles of Peter and the Epistle to the Hebrews, were con-: 
elusive. This argument is also elaborated at great length 
by Dr. Alexander Tilloch in his" Dissertations Introductory 
to the Study of the Apocalypse." 

MAIN G.ROUND IN SUPPORT OJ THE LATER DATB. 

With all this clear evidence from the book itself in favor 
of an early date, it may be asked how it has happened that 
so many have accepted, or seemed to take for granted, the 
later date. It has been supposed the external testimony re
quired it. Irenaeus, who lived so near the apostolic age, 
has been interpreted as declaring that the Apocalypse was 
seen by John near the end of the reign of Domitian. The 
passage occurs in a chapter of his work against heresies,! 
the object of which is to show that nothing should be affirmed 
rashly in interpreting the number 666, in the passage, Rev. 
xiii. 18, inasmuch as it may be made to agree with so many 
names. He has been understood in this connection as re
cording his opinion that the Revelation was seen near the 
end of Domitian's reign. The passage is as follows: 'Bp.ep; 
ow OUIC a7TolCt.,,8vvaJop.€V 'lrEP~ 'ToV IJ'IIop4'TOt; TOV 'A'IIT'XPUTToV 
a'lrOt/xuv6p.evo£ fJEfJacomK~, El 'Yap 18E' ava4>a.voo." 'Tq; viiv 
Il4tpfp IC'IJPVrrEu9a.£ 'TO 8vop4 aVroV, 8,' EICEi."ov 4." Eppe9'1/ 'TOV '"" 
'"'" 'A7TOlCaAvtw ~O)pa.tcOorOt;· ov8e 'Yap 'lrPO 'lroX>..oii XjJO."ov 
eMpO,9'1/, clAM UXeoo." l7r£ rij~ .qJ'E'Tep~ 'Yevea~, 'lrPO~ 'Tq; 'TEAe~ 
~ AOJ'E'T,allOv~. "In regard to this name of ABti-

1 T. 80 
VOL. XXVI. No. 108. 61 
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christ, we do not therefore run the risk of speaking positiTely; 
for, if it were necessary at present to proclaim distinctly his 
name, it would have been done by him who also tJatJ1 the 
Apocalypse; for it is not a long time ago [he, or John him
self] was BUn, but almost in our generation near the end of 
the reign of Domitian." 

It wjll be observed that ~(bpa811 has no nominative ex
pressed. If '.A.'1rOIUJ').vt,~ is to be supplied, then it is evident 
tbat the testimony of !renaeus is, that the Revelation was 
seen near the end of the reign of Domitian. But if'I~ 
is taken as the subject, then Irenaeus simply says: "For it 
was not a long time ago he was seen, but almost in our day, 
near the end of the reign of Domitian." And of course bis 
authority cannot be adduced in support of the later date, as 
the assertion that John was seen, that is, was alive, near the 
close of Domitian's reign, does not by any means prove that 
this book was written at that time. It is admitted that the 
application of this verb to the man who had seen the vision 
appears somewhat unusual; and that it is used just above 
in the active voice, of the vision itself, which makes the tran
sition to the seer somewhat sudden. But in the beginning 
of the chapter, !renaeus, beyond all doubt, applies the same 
verb to John himself. His words are: 'Ell '1rWr' .,.~ ~ 
&Jo,~ ~a, aP'XaJ.o~ all'f'VY~'~ Tali ap,8p.ofJ ToVrov ICEtphou, 

\ I ." 1 I " • x..,. "r' ~, iJ4P'f'VPOVII'f'O>II avTCdIl, e/CE£Jl(b1l TCdIl teaT ., T til TOil 1.00.1fIIfTI' 

~())~lrro"" ~ . .,..11.. "In all the best and oldest manuscripts 
this number is found, and those themselves seeing John in 
the face bear testimony," etc. ; that is, in favor of the read
ing 666, in opposition to the other reading 616. 

Again, the scope of the entire passage is to assign a reason 
why it was not necessary at the time lrenaeus wrote, for it 
certainly to be known who was pointed out by the number 
"Six hundred threescore and six." He argues that if this 
knowledge had been important at that time, it would have 
been communicated by the writer of the Apocalyp!e, who 
lived so neal' their own time that he might almost be said to 
he of their generation. There was therefore really no am-
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biguity to be avoided, requiring him to use the name of 
John or the Personal pronoun 8.8 the subject of eo,patJr" the 
verb of sight. The scope requires this nominative, and no 
other. 

There was, moreover, something about John, considering 
his great age, and the deep interest which the church had in 
him as surviving apostle, which makes the verb e.,pQ.8'1 pecu
liarly appropriate. To say of one" he was seen," meaning 
thereby he was alive at a certain time, might seem unusual, 
whether in Greek or English, as applied to au ordinary man. 
When we consider, however, how much would be thought of 
seeing this most aged apostle who had seen the Lord, there 
is nothing unnatural in the use of such an expression. In 
fa.ct this verb is applied to him in precisely the same sense 
in the beginning of the chapter. 

Wetstein understood John to be the nominative of ~O)pOJh,. 
The ancient translator of Irenaeus renders it viBum est j i.e. 
TO e~pUJJI, the beast was seen; 80 also Storr. Guerieke, in 
his "Introduction to the New Testament" (1843) retracts 
his former opinion in favor of the later date, and although 
he understands 'A.'7f'otcAv+~ as the subject of ~O)ptWq, sug
gests tha~ ..::Jop.ETu1.VOV, being without the article, is not a 
proper name, but an adjective, belonging, in accordance with 
the Greek formations, not to Domitian (which would make 
a.n adjective of the form ..::Jo~t.aJlUC~), but to Domitius, 
which was Nero's name-Domitius Nero. This would make 
I.renaeus testify to the fact that the Apocalypse was written 
nea.r the end of the reign of Nero. But as Irenaeus was 
merely assigning a reason why it was not necessary for it to 
be known at the time he wrote, what na.me was pointed out 
by the number in question, or it would have been communi
cated by John himself, it seems utterly foreign to his design 
to say anything respecting tlle time when the Apocalypse 
was seen or written, whether under Nero or Domitian; and 
entirely in furtherance of it to state that John was alive at a 
period 80 near his own time, and that of his original readers. 
Besides, Domitius is a very unusual appellatiQll for Nero, 
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and several of the Greek fathers do not appear to bat'e 
thought of anyone here other than Domitian, the last;i 
the Caesars. 

Euscbius, who flourished in the early part or the fourm 
century, and· not !renaeus, was the first who expresS! ~ 
serted that John was an exile in Patmos during the reign or 
Domitian; but it is to be observed that he does not asen1o: 
the Revelation to this apostle at all; for he expl'e$ly sa}!: 
" It is likely the Revelation was seen by John the elder.~ 
Lardner thinks that the argument of Dionysius of .Alenn
dria, who wrote against the Chiliasts or Millenarians, b: 
great weight with Eusebius. Dionysius held that the..\px
alypse was written by an elder of Ephesus, whose name wz; 

John, "a holy and iuspired man." He endeavored to JIlO'! 
from the book itself - and it was this argument which en
deutly influenced Eusebius - from its style, especially iI; 
alleged solecisms, If,,c:,jUZCT£ p.€v fJapfJapuaiir;,l which so strik· 
ingly distinguish it from the Gospel and Epistles of the apostk 
that he could not have been the author. It is doubtl5t8 
the authority of Eusebius that the theory which ~ODI th! 
Apocalypse to the time of Domitian mainly rests. But ~ 
he does not recognize John the apostle as the author of the 
Apocalypse, his opinion as to the time of his imprisoDJDf[i 
is of little account in determining the date of this bo.i. 
Jerome, and most of the other ancient authorities coIDJDOtl: 
adduced in favor of the later date, plainly depend 00 him. 
But what is stated by Jerome as true of John in the J8: 
96, that he was so weak aud infirm that he was with cJiI. 
culty carried to the church, and could speak on1y a fn 
words to the people,2 is wholly inconsistent with this opinioa. 
The interesting anecdote related by Eusebios as rounded lit 
what occurred after his return from exile, in his pumrit of 
a young robber in the fastnesses of the mountains, is equall! 
inconsistent with fixing the time of this exile in the reign iI. 
Domitian, when the apostle was nearly one hundred rem 
old. 

1 Euseb. Hist. Eccl. Til. II. I EpiIt. ad GaIat. opp. 4. Co '-
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OTHER ANCIENT TESTIMONIES. 

The name of "the tyrant" upon whose death Clement of 
Alexandria represents Johll as returning to Ephesus, is not 
given by him. 1 But Nero, above all other Roman emperors, 
bore the name of " tyrant" among the early Christians. 
N either does Origeft, who, in commenting on Matt. xx. 22, 
23, speaks of a tradition which assigns the condemnation of 
John to Patmos to " a king of the Romans," give the llame 
of that killg.2 Epiphanius [fl. A.D. 366] dated the Apoca
lypse in the reign preceding that of Nero. He is, however, 
admitted to have been an inaccurate writer. Andreas, a 
bishop of Caesare~ in Cappadocia, near the close of the fifth 
century, in a commentary 011 the Apocalypse, says it was 
understood to have been written before the destruction of 
Jerusalem. Arethas, one of his successors, ill the next cen
tury, assigns to it the same date. In the Syriac version this 
book is entitled: "The Revelation which was made by God 
to John the evangelist in the island Patmos, into which he 
was thrown by Nero Caesar." And Theophylact, in the 
eleventh century, places the origin of the Apocalypse during 
the reign of Nero. 

COMPARATIVE VALUE OP THE ExT1mNAL AND hmmNAL 

ARGUMENT. 

The external evidence seems, on the whole, to be of com
paratively little value in decidjng the true date of the Apoc
alypse. The main reliance, it is clear, must be upon the 
argument from internal evidence. When it has been made 
to appear that Irenaeus says nothing respecting the time 
when the book of Revelation was written, and that Eusebius 
ascribes its authorship to another John than the apostle, it 
is sufficiently evident that the remaining testimony of antiq
uity, conflicting as it is, or about evenly balanced between 
the earlier and later date, is of little account in deciding the 
question. And when we open the book itself, and find in-

1 Quia Div~, 42, and Kuscb. iii. 28. s Opp. iii. p. 7iO. 
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scribed 011 its very pages evidence that at the time it was 
written Jewish enemies were still arrogant and active. and 
the city in which our Lord was crucified, and the temple 
aud altar ill it were still standing, we need no date from 
early antiquity, nor even from the hand of the author him· 
self, to inform us that he wrote before that great historical 
event and prophetical epoch, the destruction of Jerusalem. 

ARTICLE IV. 

THE ENGLISH VERSION OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND 
THE MARGINAL READINGS. 

BY nv. CHARLES .... 8CHAEFFBR, D.D., PBOPE8801l m 'l'BlI TBEOLOGICAL 

8lH1INAltY 0 ... THB BVAlIIG&LIC.u. LUTHBIUlf CBUIlCH, PBIUDBLrJIU. 

THE history both of the ancient, and of the modern ver
sions of the Greek Testament, is deeply interesting. n 
furnishes us with new views of" the grace of God thai 
bringeth salvation, and hath appeared to all men," 8Ild 
teaches us to admire the ways of the Providence of Him 
" who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the truth." After the Gospel had been pro
claimed ill lands in which other languages than the Greek 
prevailed, various translations of the New Testament were 
successively made, in order 'to supply a want which the 
believing heart deeply felt. Similar causes rendered a 
translation into the English language absolutely necessary. 
It is true that Popery almost invariably placed impediments 
in the way of a translation of the Holy Scriptures into a 
modern language; but a higher power defeated its unholy 
plans, and the work of translating the Bible into various 
tongues is still continued with wonderful success. 

All those who have attempted to produce a faithful 
translation of the Scriptures in a modern language, have 
complained of the extraordinary difficulties which they en-
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