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ARTICLE III. 

EXCURSION TO THE SUMMIT OF HERMON. 

By Be~. 1. L. Porter, MI8eionary at DamMe11l. 

~au.sl 30tJ", 1&52. We left BlftdAn 1 at 6h. 40m. A. M.. de
acended the hill on the ordinary Damascus road, and crossed the 
beautiful plain of Zebediuly to the fountain of the Barada. We 
rude at a fast walk and reached the little lake at 8.30. Having 
liD&ued Jaerc teD minutes, chasing the numerous wildfowl that 
were skimming over die sauface of the water, we remounted and 
ucended the rugged and barren slopes tD BatrUny. where we 
arrived at 9.30. From BatrUnY we followed the road along the 
fUot of the rocky hill tDward the eastern entrance of Wady el. 
I.6m; btlt when, within about one mile of the Wady, we turned 
to the right, and aacended the mountain by a rugged path. At 
10.30 we were on the summit. and had a commanding view of 
tlle Alpine scenery around ns, with the plains stretching out in 
the distance. The mountain ranp, on the tDp of which we now 
stood, extends unbroken from Wady el-KQro tD Wady ya.hftlfeh. 
forming the western boundary of the pla.in.a of Zebedilny and 
Si1rghiya.. Its direction is about N. 2.5 E. Its ~eate1rt elevation 
ia Dea.rly GOOO feet above the sea. From Zebediny tD Wady 
el-KIim, the sides are rocky and very rugged, and the tDp brokell 
and jagged; the northern portion is Dot 80 lofty and the sides 
have a gradual slope to the plains on the east. The elevation 
decreales gradually tDward Wady Yahfiifeh; and at the place 
where Wady el·Kl1m cuts through. it is also somewhat lower. 
Southward of the latter Wady the ridge extends, but broken and 
to some extent inegular, tD BAsheiya.. 

We have seen DO map. and we believe none has yet appeared, 
OIl which the Antilebanon range has been laid down with any 
approach to accunlCJ. Bergh.amJ places the loftiest ridge on the 
tcute,.", side of the plain of Zebediny, and continues it northward 
m a straight unbroken line. Now the fact is, that about one 
hour north of Wady YahfUfeh, there are no mountains whatever 

1 BI6d&n is the summer ftUlidence of the mlAaionariei at Damucus. It tiCi 
oa the high ridge eut of the plain of ZebedAny.-E. R. 
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in tM,s line; and, further, the loftiest and principal range of Anti
lebanon is two hours eastward of the above, nmning immediately 
on the west side of the village of DtmAs, intersected by the 
Barada at SDk, the ancient Abila, and forming the eastern boun
dary of the plains of Zebedany and Slirghiiya. Opposite the 
latter plain, and one hour from the village of BludAn, is its loftiest 
summit, which has an elevation of a little over 7000 English feet. 
From this point its direction is about N. 8 E. with an elevation 
of about 6000 to 6600 feet. 

From the point on which we stood we saw the DnlZe village 
of Hilwy, on the mountain top on the other side of Wadyel
Kl1rn, distant about one hour and twenty minutes S. 63 W. 
Descending the IDOlmtain by a path which runs parallel to the 
Wady, we reached its western entrance at 11.05. Here com
mences the oval-shaped plain called Sahil Judeideh, which runs 
from this point in a direction N. 12 E. about two hours. Its 
greatest width may be forty-five minutes. It is separated from 
the plain of Zebe<lAny by the mountain ridge we had just crossed. 
On the eastern side of this plain, about the middle, is the village 
of Ekfair, between which and the plain is a low hill. Crossing 
the Beirut road where it leaves the Wady and enters the plain, 
we turned S. W. up a nlgged Talley whose sides are partially 
clothed with stunted shnlbs· and dwarf oak. .AB we entered it 
we had on our right, distant eight minutes, but concealed by 
intervening rocks, the small village Mazria.'. Following the val
ley to its upper end, we emerged at 11.405 on an elevated pla
teau, wild and rockr in the extreme. On our left I1I.n a range of 
hills which seemed like some Cyclopean wall rent and shattered 
to its foundations. Turning a little to the westward they shut 
in the plateau before us, which is also enclosed on the N. W. by 
a line of wooded heights. Before us, perched upon the jagged 
summit of the fonner range, stood YlintRh. At 12.20 we were 
beside the village, having passed a small fountain just as we 
commenced our ascent of the hill on which it stands. From this 
epot, looking behind us down the valley and across the southern 
part of Sahil Judeideh, we saw the village of Ekfair, on the 
mountoin side. 

It was 110t without consideroblc npprehension that we ap
proached Yuntah. Its inhubitants, Dn.lzes, we knew to be cov
etous nnd bloodthirsty, ap.d its Sheikhs little better than bandit 
chiefs. Only two weeks before, si..x of these Sheikhs went in 
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the night to SIlk-Wady-Barada, entered a house there, tore au 
onoffending young man from the arms of hill wife, and almost 
hewed him to pieces in her presence; and then coolly rode off 
with money and jewels which they took from the room, to the 
amount of £2000 sterling. Mr. Wood, the British Consul at 
Damascns, who wns on his way to BhldAn, W1UI in an adjoining 
house when the bloody deed was committed. Hearing the wnil
ing of women he ran out, and found the young man dead, with a 
fearful gash acl'OSll hill face, which severed hill tongue, his head 
almost separated from hill body. and numerous wOlmds in other 
places. The munlerers afterwards, with tnlC Arab politeness, 
apologized to the consul for having committed the deed while he 
W88 in t.he village. The government, urged on by Mr. Wood, 
sent fifty horsemen to apprehend the Sheikhs; but they assem
bled their retainers, fired upon them, and drove them back. 
And, as we write these lines, we learn that another detAchment 
sent since on the same errand, haa just returned, defeated, to 
Damascus, with their leader mortally wounded. Yet these men 
are in the }lay of government as the protectoTl of the road between 
Beinit and Damascus. 

Our apprehensions were not lessened by a view of the village 
itself, and of such of its people as we saw. It is built in a strong 
position on the summit of a rocky ridge, and might be defended 
by a few resolute men against a large force. The people are 
like their cOlmtry, ""ill! and savage looking. The men we met 
at the fountain below, were all armed with long guns ond large 
knives. We saw a number, as we approached the village, peer
ing at us from behind precipices, and frolU the hOllse-tol's above. 
None, however, either spoke to or interfered with us; and so we 
passed on, well pleased to have escaped both insult and attention 
from a gang of murderers nnd rebels. 

Descending the hill from Yiintah on the south, we came in 
fifteen minutes to all elevated and broken l,lain, huviug the range 
on which Yontah Btonds on one side nud a parallel but higher 
range on the otber. 'Ve now travelled in a direction S. (j2 W. 
along this I,luin. At 12.£i0 we saw a large village on our right, 
distant twenty minutes; but our guide did not know its name. 
It stands on the same ridge as Yontab, from which it is WRtant 
abont half an hour. Ten minutes further we reached a large 
cireular pond, partinlly filled with water, and having on its banks 
a few stone troughs. Arotmd this the plain is level, nnd has a 
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rich soil cultivated with care. Passing this we entered a rocky 
district, our stony path keeping close along the foot of the hills 
on our right, and winding among bare white rocks whicn pain
fully reflected the sun's rays. But having reached the top of a 
somewhat stcep slope, a scene of beauty and grandeur, for which 
we were altogether unprepared, opened suddenly to our view. 
At our feet lay a fine plain some five miles long by three wide. 
In its centre rose a graceful little hill, its sides clothed with vines, 
and its top crowned with the village of Kefr KUk. On its right 
ran a range of wooded hills rent by numetoUB valleys; beyond 
it rose the green slopes on which stand RUsheiya and 'Aiha j 
while on the left it was shut in by lofty hills, over the summits 
of which towered the snow-capped Hermon. 

We descended and crossed the plain to Kefr Kuk, where we 
arrived at 2.20. Beside the village is a large walled pond of 
stagnant water, in which men, boys, donkeys and sheep were 
wading about in great delight. In the centre of the pond we 
noticed a fragment of a column, and, in IIOme of the walls near it, 
a few well hewn stones. From an upright 'wne, which fonna 
the side of a gateway, we copied an imperfect inscription. 

'We resumed our journey at 2.40, and rode down the southern 
slope into a part of the plain lower than that over which we had 
passed in approaching the village. TIlls plain resembles that of 
Zebedauy in ita form and in the richness of its soil. We found, 
also, by looking at our barometer, that it is exactly of the saine 
elevation, namely, 3500 English feet above the sea.. The village 
of YOntah we had also seen to be of tho same elevation as Blil· 
dim, that is, 4860 feet. ,At 3.15 we had ',Aiba on the hillside 
twenty minutes on our left, and at 3.20 we began to ascend the 
slopes, the road leading through luxuriant vineyards; and twenty
five miDlltes after, we reached RUsheiya. We rode thn'l.lgh the 
villnge and entered a picturesque valley on its east side, in which 
we pitched our tent beneath a large walnut tree. It was a charm· 
ing spot, and, as the sun sank behind the castle-crowned heights, 
we sat on our carpets admiring the grandeur of the icenery, 
IUld enjoYinB th~ cool evening breeze. 

We were visited by two interesting boys, grandsons of the 
:Emir Effendi, a member of the princely house of ShehAb, and 
BOW governor of the district of EasQciya. Having expressed a 
desire to obtain a good view of the adjoining COlWtry. they invited 
ViS to the pa.lace, from the roof of which the most cxtCAsive prOlSe 
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pect could be gained. We gladly accepted their invitation, and 
at once set out. When we reached the palace, it was thonght 
necessaq that we should first pay our respects to the ancient 
Emlr. We were ushered into an upper room in which we fOUDd 
him seated at an opeu window which commanded a glorious 
prospect of the Alpine scenery around. He rose as we entered, 
and invited U8 to a seat by his side, and then, after the customary 
lI8lutations, ordered pipes and coffee. He asked us ifwe intended 
to visit Hermon, and, hearing that this was our intention, he told 
na of ruins on the top, of which we had never before heam. He 
also assured us, in answer to our questions, that there were many 
bears on Hermon, and that, at this season, they destroy great 
q1l1lDtities of grapes in the vineyards along its base. We inquired 
about leopards, and he said they were still found, but were not 
numerous. Taking leave of the old prince, we were accompa
Died by two of his sons to the summit of an ancient tower con
nected with the palace, called Bmj er-Rbh. From this tower, 
they said, the village took its name. The whole country W8.8 

now before OIl, and as the young Emlrs kindly told us the names 
of the several villages in sight, we took bearings of them all. 
Hosts of servants and retainers had assembled in the court-yard 
ere we descended, to see the strangers; and, as we passed along, 
many bright eyes were seen peering at us throngh the jaImW. 
of the Harlm. As we passed by crowds of armed retainers, and 
saw the prancing horses gaily caparisoned, held by gaudily 
dressed grooms, we could not but think that were the costume 
Ilightly changed, the palace of Risheiya would pass for an Eng
lish baronial hall of five hundred years ago . 

..4ugwt 31&t. Some time was required to fasten on our water
jars; pack O\U stock of provisions, including some baskets of de
licious grapeH, a baJdUlkUh from a friendly natUr.. and procure a 
guide to the summit of Hermon. All arrangements being at last 
completed, we mounted and rode off at 6.2~. Continuing some 
three minutes down the valley in which we had encamped, we 
then turned to the left with our faces to the mountain-top, now 
beautifully pencilled on the background of a deep blue sky. 
The valley we had entered had its terraced sides covered with 
vines, while a few fig-trees were scattered over the hill-tops 
above. The valley conducted us into a pleasant little plain, the 
rich green of whose ftnit-trees presented a pleasing contrast to 
the white cli1& that shut it in. At 7.1~ we had reached a large 
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pond of clear water at tM entrance of this plain. It is ealled 
Birket e1-Yabiseh (the dry flOnd); bot why, we conld not deter· 
mine, seeing our guide auured us that its supply of wtter W1UI 

wailing. We pused the plain in twenty-five minutes, by a 
path hemmed in by dense toliage, and then reached what mar 
be called the real base of Hermon. We now struck up a raviDe 
directly toward the top; but in some minutes afterward tnmed 
to the right by a zigzag path up its almost perpeBdieular side. 
The ascent now began in good earnest; but my etrong Arab 
horse bounded onward with almost the lightnes. of .. gazeUe; 
though we had often didicu.lty in uepUtg our seat in the saddle. 
The whole way from this to the .ummit was diffieult aad la.bct
rious. There is no regulal patll. but our stalwort guide led the 
way, now following the track of a winter tDrrent, DOweenunbJ.illllg 
along a shelving bank, ed now zigzagging tip the steep slope. 
The smace of the mountain i. covered in every part with lOO8e 
fragments of white limestone, rellembling the aea-beaeh; bQ 
different in this respect, that, instead of beiDg rounded, they are 
angular, and in many ease. sharp u kniVei. As we advanced. 
the atones put in motion by the leader of t1le party, touching 
others below them, and these again giving of their impetus to 
othera, the ripple would spread .. it advanced till the whole hill
side around seemed flowing like a torrent, but with a strIUIge
rustling noise, to the depths below. Those in the reaz were 
sometimes even endangered when a luger block beciune de. 
tached. At 9.20 we reached a natural cave, having IoIt half aa 
hour in waiting for stragglers, and in guing with admiration 011 

the country far beloW, 88 each valley and plain opened up before 
WI. Here turni~ to the 8. W. we skirted the mOlmtain side for 
twenty minutes, having the summit on our left, and then reached 
a .mall fountain. 

There being no water higher up, we determined to halt here 
till evening, II.Ild then proeeed to the top, and make n.rrangemente 
for the night. Wishing, however, to see and explore as far 88 

practicable the southern range, I mounted my horse, and taking 
the guide with me, proceeded around the hill-side. I 800Il 

found, that the ravines whieh furrowed the mountain, could DOC 
easily be passed on horseback; so leaving my horse with the 
guide to await my return, I set out alone. I crossed several 
deep valleys and intervening ridgea, and came at last to a 
point where I could see, stretching out on the right flU' below. 
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Wady et-Teim and Merj ',Ay6n. with their continuation, the 
Brueh; and OIl the left the elevated plains of JeidUr and Jaultm ; 
while b~fore me, nearly doe south, ran a lofty mountain-l'haiu, 
though much lower than Hermon, toward BAni&!!. The whole 
of this cluUn, 88 Been by the eye and closely examined by the 
teleeeope, presented the same general aspect as the mountain 
OIl which I stood-white and naked rocks, with intervenin~ 
I10pes of looee white stones. The only signs of vegetable life 
Were found in the smaJl pltriDe near the InlIDDlit; and these con· 
listed flf but twu ...neties; a dark velvet looking tB08II whim. 
epringing &om a single 81.eDder stalk, rises to the height at about 
u iDchee, ucl spreads 0V'el' the groRDd like a circular cushion; 
ta.e other, that everlaatiDg drab colored prickly shrub one meets 
with in e.flIT pert of the Syrian desert, and whieh seems as _po 
It:es 88 the stones &om amon~ which it springs tip. 

I examined 'With care tile geol~cal features of Monnt 
Hermon. We hlill beetl inforJIled before leaving Bltldln, that 
ueat. Lymh. had pueed over ~te and other primitive rock, 
• hill joamey tiom Haebeiya to D8.IDII.aeU8. We had DGt hi. 
work at hand to "fer to at the time, and consequently took the 
repreeeatation of JUs statement as aoonrate. On retuming to 
Damaseu, we fObDd that DO nch statement W1III made in hie 
1MIok.. In i6ct, he never speaks of granite at aD, and &Cearatelf 
describea the mountain as compoeed of limestone. He does, 
iadeed, _y: .. AIJ we deseeJlded, the limestone rock disappeared, 
8iving place to sandstone and trap; ad lower down; ~ 
eccuionally cropped out." He must here refer to the spurI 
which run out eastwanl from HerJD\)ft, and !lOt to the mountain 
itBelf. I have paased round about three-fourthS of the base ef 
Hennon, and have marked well the height to which the trap 
ucends; and this is pretty uniform. I entertain some doubts, 
however, about the accoracy of the latter part of the passage 
quoted; though it woold be very diflicult to disprove, as Lieut. 
Lynch has DOt definitely l1lBlked the places where he speaks or 
having seen it. 

But to returo. Leaving the spot I had now gained on the 
8IllDJDit of the southem ridge, I turned my face toward the 
loftier summit, northward. An honr's smart climbing brought me 
to a peak, which 1F88 separated from a still loftier one to the 
DOrth, by a valley some 200 feet deep, on the sides of which 
were deep ba.Db of '8DOW. Between these two peaks we after-
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wards pitched our tent, and spent the night. I descended this 
valley to the place where I had left my horse, and returned to 
the fountain. 

At 4.30 we mounted, and at 0.30 we stood on the loftiest part 
of Hermon. I shall not soon forget the feelings that filled 
my breast when I gazed on that magnificent panorama, which 
was spread out beneath WI. I could scarcely realize the 
thought, that I now stood on that sacred mountain of which 
inspired penmen had sung in ancient days, and that the land of 
Israel, God's gift to their fathers, was at my feet. And yet it 
was 80. There was Lebanon and Carmel; and Tabor and B&
shan, with the Sea of Galilee between them. And there, too, 
was Damascus, with the Aba.na and Phazpe.r, its renowned rivers, 
meandering through its delicious plain.. A thouBaDd places famed 
for their power, &acred from their historic associations, and whose 
llames were household worda in my boyhood, in a flU' distant 
home, lay mapped before me. I stood long in pleasing reverie. 
~ooking abroad from that commanding height. The arrival of 
my companions, and of the baggase and servants, roused me U 
last. 

Havins issned our orden for the lU'JaIlgement of the teIltt and 
"ther necessary bla.tters, we gave ourselves to a thorough e&a.ID.' 

ination of the several summits. These lU'e three. The higheat 
is on the northern side, commanding a view of the whole BIlki', 
with the ranges of Lebanon and Antilebanon on each side. 
The next is only about two hundred or three hundred yards 80Uth 
of the former, and overlooks the 80utcel of the 'Awaj and the 
plain of the Hauran. There cannot be more than twenty feet 
of difference between the elevation of these peaks. The third 
is about a quarter of a mile west of the latter, and is that which 
I had before ascended from the 8OUth. It is, perhaps, 100 feet 
lower than the others. With considerable anxiety, I drew out 
and examined my barometer, thinking that now I would be 
able to complete, at the highest and most important point, the 
series of altitudes I had taken in the Antilebanon range. 
Great, however, was my disappointment, when I found that 
the index had got 80 entangled with the thermometer, that it 
could not retrograde sufficiently to mark the altitude. It stood 
fixed at a point which indicated an elevation of about StiOO feet. 
I resolved, however, in the descent to mark the time it should 
begin to act ~, and thus elltimate the remainder. In this, 
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too, I was sadly disappointed: fbr as I endeavored to make 
my way~ at night, down a cliff, I fell Bnd 80 damaged the instnl
ment that I could not further rely upon it j and I have since 
sent it to England to be repaired. 

On the second of the summits above rtl~rrcd to, We fOlmd 
lOme curious mins. Passing over a I'Ol'ky projection on our "'Y 
to it from the first, our guide pointed out the entrance to a large 
artificial cavern, beside which lay a fmgrnent of a column of 
limestone, and around it a nutnber of hewn stones. As We lUI· 

eended the peak, hoWever, we fuund more extensive and inter· 
esting remains. Round a rock which rises to a height of some 
fifteen feet, are the fotmdati0l18 of a circular wnll formed of 
stones of apparently great antiquity, but ear<,fully hewn. 'This 
~ is about sixty yards in diameter. In the centre of it, nnd 
of the rock; is 8. rude excavation eight f('('t deel), open nlJOye. 
Withill. thiB enclosure, on the south, and on the very hrow of the 
mountain, are large heaps of hewn atones j 80me of them bew·l· 
Ied like those at the castle of BAniA&, and others with a well-cnt 
moulding mnning along their edges. H!'re, al8O, I could tnlt'e 
the foundations of what appeared to have been a small temple, 
We saw no column!!, and no inscriptions. The fonner, howe\"<,r, 
which would naturally have been placed in the l~rtico, mny hn.\"e 
rolled down the precipice. I thought I could re('o~ize two 
eras in these ruins. The stones of the temple s('cDled to he of 
a later age than those of the ring. But who Were the construch.'rs 
of these bnildings, and what WIUI the ohject for whi('h they we're 
erected! Some light may perhaps be thro\\-o on these qncstiolls 
by a l"OD8ideration of other circumstnn('('s. On three other lony 
summits of Antilebanon, I al80 found nUns of ,·cry grent anti
quity, and each one of thcsE', like that on Hermon, ('ommnndin~ 
a yiew of the desert along the ('astern horizon. The circular 
enclosure I have not seen in Syria; but there is one somewhat 
similar on the top of MOlmt Greenan, in the north of Irehtnd, nnd 
this place is celebrnted in Irish Annnis 8.S the great sanctuary 
for snn-worship. By the ancicnt inhnbitants of ~yrill, pl!U'cs of' 
worship Were erected on the summits of monntains. Thcse the 
Israelites \Vere commanded to destroy when they gained IIO~SCS· 
Ilion of that land, Dent. 12: 2, 3. And Ilgain, whpn they adoph·d 
the worship and the gods of their heathen neighbors, they nre 
8Ilid to have built them altars on e,-ery high hill, 1 Kings 14: 23, 
2 Kings 17: 9, 10. The earliest idolatry was no doubt 101M and 
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])lanetnry; and in after ages the same worship was continued, 
but under different forms and emblems. A desire to approach 
nearer to the objects of their adoration, and especially to see and 
honor the sun on his first appelU'ROCe along the eastern horizon, 
would naturally lead them to construct their altlU1l and erect their 
temples in elevated situations. These facts may explain the 
8ingullU' circumstance of such mins being found in such a posi
tion. I consider all these mins, situated flU' above the dwell
ings and haunts of ma.n, as not only remarkable in themselves, 
but well worthy of observation 88 illustrations IlDd proofs of the 
1ruth of Bible history. 

This, then, we may regard as one of the seats of aacient 
Syrian worship. The priests and votarie. of Baal could here 
eee their god, as his first beams reddened the desert sanda; and 
they could follow him in his unclouded and glorious course till 
he sank into the still waters of the great sea. As we stood amid 
those ruins, in the yery spot in the centre of that ring where, it 
may be, the sacred fire burned, and looked over hill and moua
tain fnr away along that line of gold, which gleamed and sparlded 
on the surface of the water, to the bright orb beyond, whose de
parting splendor illumined sea and sky, we could scarcely wonder 
that men, unenlightened by inspiration, should adore BUch an 
object. The setting nnd the rising sun, too, presented strange 
and beautiful phenomena from this point of view. A stratum of 
purple-colored haze ra.n round the whole horizon, clearly defined 
118 the circle round a ship in the midst of the ocean. As the SUD 

entered this, his shape WIl8 at once conyerted into a series of ring8, 
arranged in the fonn of a double cone; then in a little time the 
upper cone disappeared, and the UDder one remained like a huge 
top balanced on the horizon; this afterwnrds gradually became 
futtter, and seemed to spread out, until at Inst it suddenly disap
peared. But while we gazed at thi8 picture in the west, that 
behind us east'9<-ard was not less beautiful. The shadow of the 
mountain fell on the plain 8'9<-ay beyond, like 0. gigantic pynunid. 
JAUger and larger it grew, until its top touched the horizon; 
and it <.lid not stop here; higher and higher yet it raised its sum
mit, beautifully figured on the sky as it had been on the earth, 
until, as the SUll touched the \\-ater, it stood before us, a vast 
aerial pyramid, with its broad base on the earth and its top in 
the heavens. 

When darkne!ls had !let in, we set fire to the dry prickly bushes 

• 
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Ieat.tered <mD' the IIlCMlDtain-top, and in ... hort time had the 
:wbole summit one aheet of me. Thia .... a signal of our n(e 
azrivaJ. to our frieade in 1Wid.Aa. As we left our lJIJal.jire to go 
Ie the teat, the moon JOSe. We were th1I8 permitted to witne88 
uother splendid 1!ICeD.8, .. .-eh hill-top and precipice W1UI tinged 
with her .aver light. 
~ .. 6. 1& The lIM!IDi.~s dawn fooud us shivering on the 

_..-m..u.p. The then.meter, which had been fifty-two de
pees at MlUtIt in tlae teat, was only furty-one degrees when we 
pt up ia the ~; ud abeve, it JD1UIt bave been colder still, 
as a sbup biting wind was blowing. 

My great object DOW W1UI to examiae the form. o( Autilebanon, 
-.bieh .y mapped before me, aud to ma.rk the SOur0e8 of the 
' ..... j. _the eastenl slope 0( BeI'lDOlL The morning W1UI clear, 
~a wll.M Beecy cloUa h.oD! over the plain of Halllln and 
tile ... of GalDee. A. B8Ilteaee in the .. Narrative of the United 
8taies Expedition," by Lieut. Lyneb,1 bad fonnerly excited in 
., miIMI io1Ile doabta .. to its 8.OCUl"aOY, and now I W1UI deter
mined to teat it. It is as follows: Cl From the summit, the co"n
try below wbiGh bad MeDled 80 mountainous to the upward view, 
appeared an immenae rolling plain. Far to the north-west, at 
Ole 'Yt'JIge at tbe IOOID.iDg plaiD, were the red sands, a dazzling 
lia.e of gold II8p&fttiJIg the luxuriant ~een of the plain from the 
tigHt azure of the rv-lItretehing Ilea. Upon that line of !land, 
Jike ~g dutl upon .. chart, were the citie!l of Tyre, Sidon 
aad Be.i.rtt." .. ~her plaia .tretched from the opposite sidl", 
IIKltla to Bando and to the east, until it was lost in the great 
deaert." Statements like theee may be pardoned iu that roo 
mance "r Eastern Travel. "The Creacent and the Cross," where 
the,. are also found; but in a professedly scientific work, under. 
1akea for the advancement of knowledge, they Ilre altogether 
inexCusable. The ... eemiDg plain" is a pure fiction. The ridge 
of Lebanon north-west, mUirt be at least 6000 feet high. The 
.. red sanda, that dazzlint; line of gold," which separated the lmc. 
nriaat green of tlle plain from the light azure of the sea, existe(l 
only ia the imagination of the writer. The oore white summiti'! 
of LelJaaon completely ahut in the view on the north-west; and 
if Lient. Lyoeh saw Beinit, or Sidon, he must have possessed 1\ 

power of c~, whieb enabled him to look tkrou!d~ some 
twenty miles of mountain. Southward and eastward there is a. 

1 Page 482. 
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plain, but it is bounded and intersected by several ridges of hills. . 
Nearly due east is seen the blue outline of Jebel'.Agtuu-. South
east the parallel ranges of Jebel el-.Aswad and Jebel MAni'a ron 
across the plain, separating HaurAn. from the Gh6tah j while 
southward the Jebel HanrAn shuts in the view. 

My object, however, was not to searoh for those distant places, 
which could only be seen dimly and indistinctly at the best, but 
to observe and sketch those nearer and more important, becauae 
less known. Seating myself, therefore, on the northern summit 
with the intelligent guide at my side, my compass on a rock, and 
telescope in hand, I commenced my observation., and wrote 
my remarks fully on the spot. 

On the north-west the view is shut in by two lofty peaks of 
Lebanon, which I remember to have passed over two yean 
ago in going from Jezzln to Jisr Bl1rghtlz. In a line with these 
is the southern point of the BI1kli.'&, south of which rise rolliDg 
hills. A low ridge here sepazates the Bl1kA'a from another plain, 
which may be regarded as a continuation of Wady et-Teim. 
The ridge is broad till it reaches Jubb Jenln. Here the westem 
part sinks into the great plain; but its eastern part is CODD.ected 
by a narrow neck with the lofty Tell on which is built SultAn 
Ya'ktlb, and heuce it continues in a series of Tells to Mejdel 
'Anjar, where it sinks down gradually into the plain near the 
fountain of 'Anjar. the site of the ancient Chalcis. I could 
see that from' Anjar southward this ridge runs in nearly a straight 
line, and that the valley between it and the main mountain chain 
is clearly defined along its eastern side; except that, at SultAn 
Ya'kfib, there is a low ridge or swell running across the valley. 

Along the eastern slope of the range alluded to, I saw and took 
bearings of the following villages. beginning from the south: 
Kift McsM-y. immediately on the north side of which a narrow 
gorge cuts through the ridge running about east and west. .Kau; 
kaba, on a partially isolated hill north of the gorge. Muheidi
thd~, er-Rajid and el-Blrek. close together and nearly due north j 
the last is in a line with RAsheiya. Jubb Jen£n lies behind the 
hills nearly over the first of these; and K8mid el-Lauz. also be
hind the hill. about in a line with the third. &ltan Ya'kUh, Me;"
tlel ' .AI/JaT. The last is not visible; but from my knowledge of 
the locality I could accurately determine its position. 

On the e8.'ttern side of the plain above referred to, as running 
between this ridge and the main body of .An.tilebanon. I noticed 
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the following villages, also beginning fTom the !louth. TItey Ilre 
almost in a lint'. 11eit Lel'!la; ~l-'~"; DkaAr el-Ahmar, in 
II line with Rftt'lheiya; KJrirb,t RuMa. 

EMtwani from this plain, or rather valley, bt'gins II v('ry n1g
~d and mountainoUl~ district, with Wadys cro!lsing Cf\ch other 
in almot'lt every direction. From RAsheiya, however, thl'r(' nms 
a broken ridge to the western entrance of Wlldy el-Knm. This 
ridge forks near Ylintah to the south-west The western branch 
is very blOftd, from one hour to an hour and a half; it is inter
sected by a Wady which ntns from a little north of Ynntah to 
'Aithy 8lld SultAn Ya'kilb. It is interse('ted agnin by Wady Bu
reiry, which extends fTom Sahil Judeideh to Mf'jd<.'l 'Anjnr; and 
a little north of thi~, in part. by Wady 'Anjar. The oth('r bran('h, 
nmniDg by Yftntah to Wady el-Kftm, was before spoken ot 
".nle general features of this ridge fire ntgged and barr<.'ll, in parts 
l'Overed with thin forests of dwarf oak. The rock is lil])estone, 
bitt in one or two places are veins of sandstone. 

On. the t"!L!t side of this ridge ntruJ a broken and in somr pla('('s 
rocky plain or valley. It ('an only be t'ttlled so, howev('r, in !'On
trut with the mountainA aronnd. It begint'l immediately below 
• Aiba; passes Kefr Kik; then rises somewhat ahnlptly s('vl'l'lll 
1m1ld.red feet, and also contracts, and has a gradl1alslope UIJ\vards 
11> the east side of Yllntah, where it may be said to terminate; 
the high mOlmtain chain which bounds the plain of ZebedAnyon 
the west. after passing Wady el-Kftrn, forks here and shufB it in. 

Between this place and the southern part of the plain es-Sahra, 
situated more eMtwaril, there is a confused mass of wild moun
tains' which fonn the central and chief chain of Antilebanon. 
In fonn it is an irregular triangle, with Jebel esh-Sheikh for ita 
southern base, and the village of DImAs the subtending angle. 
It is nnited to the fonner, hy the south-western hmnch of the 
Zebediny rn.nge, which nms from Wady el-K!1rn, and joins it an 
boW' and a half west of DtmAs, near the village of Veir el-' A!h
'air. A lofty ridge mnning north. east 0. few points east from the 
I!1lmmit of Hennon, bounds this district on the south-east; after 
mnning for about two hours north-east, this ridge turns east 
toward the plain of Damascus. The village of Rnkhleh I saw 
at the plat-a where the ridge tmn!! eastward, in n. deep and seem
ingly wild valley, N. 50 E. 

I now proceeded to the middle penk, from which alone tho 
~uth·~tern slopes of the mountain are all visible. 

~ 
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On the southern aide of the ridge last mentioned ill a deep 
Wady, with sides in many places precipitoul. My guide called 
it Wady Barbar, but I am doubtful about this name. Toward 
the lower paxt of it, where it opens into the plain, I laW Ute 
village Ki1l.'at Jendal, in which, as the name implies, there is an 
ancient C88tle, probably, as I have heard from one who lately 
visited it, of Saracenic origin. From the stuIUllit of Hermon 
there is a path, but steep and difficult, by this village to Katana; 
and this is possibly the road pursued by Lieut. Lynch and h.i.a 
party. Sooth of this village rises a lofty peak, which ia the ter
mination of a spur that runs out from the mountain; and BOUth 
of this again is a valley wider, deeper and longer than the former. 
It runs up into the very heart of Hermon; and from the spot on 
which I stood there ia an unbroken descent, at an angle of 
lIOOle aixty-five or seventy degrees, to the bottom of it. The 
depth must be nearly, if not fully, six thousand feet, and yet it 
.... ould seem as if ODe could throw a stone into the bosom of the 
valley below. The head of the valley sweepa round to the south 
of this summit, and is shut iil, at a distance of 8QID.6 two hoUlS, 

by a high ridge of hills, 0. spw from the southern chain of Jebel 
esh-Sheikh. In the bosom of the vaUey. in a direction S. 8 E. 
are a nmnber of small fountains, whose waten uuite beside the 
village of' Anruy about half an how below. a.nd form a consider
able sueam, which, flowing past Er-Rimeh, el-Khirbeh and Bk'a
sem, enteIS the plain, and winds acroslI it to Sa'sa'; it is the 
north and principal branch of the river' .Awaj. Its gelleral course 
from' Aumy to the plain is about due east, and from thence to 
Sa'sa', S. 20 E. The guide ca.l.led the river Nahr 'Auroy, and 
the Wady in which it rises, Wady Bheirin. This. I suppose, 
is the tributary to the' Awaj. which Mr. Thomson calls the .. Si
hirilDY" (Bibliothcca Sacra, Vol. VI p. 367). The village Beit 
Sflbir, from which be says the name is taken, I did not see. 
nor did I hear this name applied to the riYer. 

The exact height of Jebel esh·Sheikh, SJ) far as I know, has 
never been ascertailled, by barometer or otherwise. Russegger 
('stimates it at 9500 feet. I am not awn.re on what data that 
t~stimate was formed. but I think it too low. If the snow upon 
the smnullt is to be takeu as any guide, I would say that Jebel 
t;illiniu MU Jebel esh-Sheikh must be nearly of the same height. 
I have observed them both, day after day, for two smnmers. 
in connection also with the peak at the cedars, as aU three are 

~)O I· 



• 

18M.] 

visible from Bl6dAn, and, judging from the gndual melting of the 
mow, the last mountain is evidently the loftiest, and Hermon 
ranks second. I know that this mode of calculation is liable 
to enor, from the relative positions in which the mountains lU'e 
viewed; but I make allowance for this. As seen fro~ Bllidin 
the snow entirely disappears from Sl1nn1n; but from Hermon 
never. We fOllnd snow in deep layers, in the ravines and shel
tered places round the summit. The three summits of the moun
tain I have already referred to. The distance between the 
north and south extreme summits C8DDot be much over II. quarter 
of a mile, certainly not more than half a mile; and from these 
there is a gradual slope on all sides. The ridge which runs south 
toWlU'd Bl.niis must be about, or nearly, 2000 feet lower than any 
of these peaks; while that which nlIUl to the north-east, is about 
the same elevation as the other. It will be leen from this that 
the two peaks put down. on the map attached to the " Researches 
in Palestine," cannot be quite correct. They are there repre
sented as 80 flU' apart, that they camaot be those I have men
tioned, and there muat consequently be a difference in their 
elevation ofaImost, if not aJt~ether, 2000 feel The peaks above 
mentioned I regBl'd as the true summits of Hermon. The ruin 
is called .Karat' Antal. 

I have thus described, and I teu 1UCJV8 ad ~, Her
mon and its environs. . My apology is, I have felt interested 
in it. For more than two yean I have seen it almost daily. 
Every feature of it, and of the noble chain that, shooting out from 
it, shuts in this old city, is fam.ili.ar to me, lUI the home of my 
childhood. It is, moreover, an lmkDowu land, and I wish to 
lend II. picture of it to the flU' west. Without a map, I fear it 
will be difficult, if not impossible, to follow and ('oml'rehend the 
minute details given. One object I have had in view in mak
ing these obseIVatioos WD8, to construct a map of Antilebanon. 
and the country eastwlU'd of it to the desert. In this I have 
to a considerable extent succeeded, and I hope ere long to be 
able to complete it. .As this work is pursued lUI II. recreation, in 
the midst of many and pressing duties, its progress must be slow 
and also uncertain. 

My companions" being ready to mount, when my obseIVations 
were finished, I rode off with them at 9.46. We descended 
toWlU'd the west, our patll being both steep and dangerous. In 
an how and a qu&l'ter we reached a small fountain on the moun-
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min side, called' AiD l'l-Lauz, descending from which, through a 
wild ravine, we came, in thirty-five minutes more, to the bottom 
of the Wady which runs along the foot of Jebel esh-Sheikh from 
RAsheiya. Crossing it, we ascended B. range of low, but very 
picturesque hills, which bound it on the west. Having 8Ufw 

monnted this range, we came on the western brow to the brink 
of a lo,-ely valley, shut in by well-wooded hills, and having the 
small village of Sha'lt in its bosom. As we passed through the 
gardens below the village, the rich grapes hung in festoons from 
the branches of the trees that overshadowed our path, while the 
fences on each side were almost covered with the tempting fnut. 
We reached the village at 1.10, one hour from the foot of Her
mon. In another hour we passed through the village of el-Ku
feir; fifty minutes afterwards we reached MImis, and in an hour 
more were beside the palace of the Emlrs in Hasbeiya. 
&p~r 2nd. We left Hasbeiya at 8.~, and des.cended the 

ravine to the banks of the Hasblny. Turning to the left, we 
followed its right bank to SCi~ eI-KhAn, and the bridge below it. 
Crossing the river, we ascended n low range of hills on the left 
hand. At 9.20 we had 011 ouf left, distant fifteen minutes, rut
sheiyet el-Fllkhilr, situated on the side of a well-wooded hill. 
Further north, and somewhat higher np. we al30 noticed Kufeir 
!IamRm and Kufeir Shtlbeh. Descending into a picturcsquo 
vale, through which passes the track of a wintt'r torrent, its sides 
fringed with olennder, and overshadowed by the sparse foliage 
of a grove of ancient olivcs, we passed on our right, at 10.15, the 
slOall village Khtireibeh. Another Wady similar to the pre('ed· 
ing, but still more b('lllltiful, ran across onr path; and on its 
northern bank, some twenty minntes from us, on the right, we 
saw el-Murich. Our road now ascended to and tm,-ersed a 
plateau thinly covered with dwnrf oak, and having a rich soil 
and luxuriant vt"getation, though now bUnIellup with the sum
mer's snn. The broad plain of the Htlleh now open cd up befbrc 
us, with the lake in the distau('e, and the hcights of Huntn on 
the ,vest. Hunin itself was visible with its cnlluhling mmrarts ; 
nnll below it on the north we could distinguish the white thresh. 
ing floors of Thel, the Ahel Beth Mn.achah of Scripture. 

We entcred the Hulch Ilt 12.20, and, forty minntes aftcr, were 
sitting beneath a noble oak, beside the fountains of the ancient 
Dan, at Tell el-KAdy. We spent nearly two hOllrs wandering 
among the rank weeds and h1.~urinnt herbage of this interesting 
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apot. An Arab encampment was spread IUOUIld the gosbins 
fountains, while hnndreds of sheep, oxen and ounebl were scat
tered over the plain. The spcf most have been a gJorioua one, 
and wonderfully fruitful. when the honaes of Laish stood opoD 

and BJOUDd the Tell, and the whole plain teemed with waving 
com. 

From Tell el-Kady, an hour's ride through • forest of oab, 
which covers this part of the plain and of the slopes on the eut 
side, brought 118 to BaniAB, the Caesarea Philippi of the New 
Testament. We WBIldered long among ita extensive ruina. 
The place, milike moat of those in Palestine, g Dot leu relDlU'k
able for is clasaic aaaooiations-than its natu..ral beauties. There 
was towering moontaln, and wooded hill, and battlemented 
height. and gushing fOllDtain, sad crumbling ruin, and wide
spreading plain, all finely blended in one glorious picture. A.. 
I stood. and gazed I could not bot remember that a greater 
than classio ·interest is attached to this spot. Ita soil was trod
den by the feet of the Son of God; beneath that frowning preci
pice and beside that clear stream, our Lonl and his disciples have 
DO doubt often II&t; within those crumbling walls the lips of the 
Saviottr of the world unfolded Gospel truth to men whose dust 
now mingles with ita kindred earth; and perhaps on some one 
of those IDOontain-peab above, Peter and James and John 
obtained a glimpse of the glory of the upper sanctuary in the 
Transfiguration. 

laB we sat in our tent, previous to retiring to rest, an snoed 
retainer of the Sheikh was announced on business. Being 
introduced, he said the country was in a state of rebellion, the 
Alabs were near the village, and robbers of all kinds infested 
the neighborhood; his maater, therefore, could not be answerable 
for the safety o{ our perllODI!I, or our property, unless we would 
pay a party of men to keep watch dttring the night. I replied 
at once that our persons we were prepared and able to protect j 
and that, sa the Sheikh had, according to his own admission, the 
power to protect our property. I would hold him responsible 
for anything that might be stolen, but I would pay no man for 
keeping watch. We got DO reply, and we lost nothing. 

&ptemlJer Srd. We were up by daybreak, engaged a guide 
to Beit Jenn. and started at 6.40. 011r first point was the caatle j 
and 80 leaving our muleteers and servanta to follow by the ordi
nary road, we struck up the hill In a hour we were within its 
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walls. Its great strength, vast extent, and beautiful workman
ship, far SIlrpll88ed my expectations. I eumined this splendid. 
monument of the pride and JX"II'r of fonner days, lUI well as the 
minll around the village below, with considerable care and mUM 
interest. I do not feel it neeesauy, however, to eotel' here 
upon any description of either. 

Here I was on the borden of a wide district little mown, 
ad therefore interesting. It is 1rue, many trtwellers have tra
versed this district, Bald by different routes too; but I have 
never been able to find any satisfactory information regarding it. 
Dr. Robinson has summed up in a brief note, in the Bibliotheca. 
Sacra for May 1849, the whole 1lrat is beiJre the public upon it 
A perusal of that note will sbowthat the country between BAaila 
and DamasCUB baa hitherto eeea.ped the notice of aoearate ob. 
servers almost wholly. 

We left the CIUItle at 7 .l~, and descended to the spmmit of the 
ridge, which connects the hill on which the castle is built with 
the mountains on the eut Here we had on our left a deep 
valley sep8l8.ting \18 from the mountain.range 011. the north; and 
on. ODr right the hill sloped away graduaJ.ly for twenty minute. 
down to the side of a deep ra'ViDe. At 8..6 we laW on our ~t, 
distant fifteen minutes, the village 'Ain Ktlnyeh, built on the 
north em brow of the ravine; and 011. our left on the mountain
side opposite, distant about thirty.five minutM, Jdbbata.. From 
this point our road led up the mountain-side in a ~tion a few 
ririnutes north of east, till we reached a small fountam called 
'.Ain el-Beidah at 8.30. Here we approached the head of the 
valley above referred to, as running along the castle bill on the 
north. Sweeping round it, through groves of oak and other trees, 
and over beds of mingled basalt and sandstone, we reached the 
summit fifteen minutes after leaving the fountain, where we bad 
lost five minutes. An extensive and apparently well-cultivated 
plain was now spread out before UII. In ita centre rose a low 
hill, which, being connected by a neck of !aDd with the hills on 
the west, completely shut out from am view the southern part 
of it. We could see the wooded heights that bounded it on the 
east and south. It is called Merj el-yaftlr, and is the joint pro
perty of Ji\bb8.ta and Mejdel. We descended to the plain by 8Jl 

easy path, and followed a road skirting the hill~ on the north
west, leaving on our right another road which strikes across the 
plain toward Sahtta.. At 9.1;) we came to a. pl-.ce whele a deep 
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m.vine divides the hills on our left, through which pll88es a ro&d 
to Mejdel, distant about twenty minutes, but not visible. From 
this point we saw towards the south a fountain. It riaea at the 
eastem hue of the hill above mentioned as standing in the plain, 
and over it, distant aboUl thirty-five minutes, a small white Wely 
was seen, called Neby YafUr; immediately beyond which com
mences an oak forest, which extends over the whole hills lOUth
wud as fiu as the eye could reach. On the borders of this _ 
forest, ten miDutes beyond the Wely, is situated, as our guide 
1IuId us, Birkel er-BAm. the .LallI PIMla. We oould DOt see it 
fJom Bay part of our roM. aDd I did not 80 out of my way to 
Nit it, &II I inleDded a few weeb afterward to travel by the 
JOUle from Kuneitera to Biniia. aad hoped then to see it. 'I'hW 
position agrees in every respecl with that given by Mr. TippiD~. 
iD. hill note to Mr. Smith. Bibliotheca Sacra, Vol. 1 p. 13. He 
.ys: .. li is abont an hoar and a half IOOth of Mejdel." The 
diJferenoo iii the estimated diatance from Mejdel it cuily ac
counted for by the rate. al which di1ferent travellers ride. We 
were well monnted and ooald ban accompliahed the distaaee 
iD a little over an hour, ridiDf at OW' UBU&I. paoe. It ill IOQth of 
Mejdel by COIIl,...; that iI. al.lowi.Ds for the variation. S. 10 E. 
From this point we.also saw the viJ.la«e Sahita on the top of a. 
hill S. 60 E., dis1aDt half an hour. The plain is oval-shaped. 
about lID hour in leasth from BOrth to IOUth. by about half tba, 
breadth in the centre. 

We now ascended to the Bigh ground on the north of thi .. 
.am. and at 9.2:> reaehed the top, from whence we saw Mejdel 
fifteen minutes on our left, and rather behind us, and below it a. 
IIIII&ll fOlDltain. The road tmvelled by Burckhardt was differeD' 
from that which we had hitherto followed; Burckhardt's Travels 
in Syria, p. 44 seq. He went from Banii&s .. behind the castle," 
by which,. I suppose, he means on the north of it, tQ Jabbi.ta; 
aad thence he followed the narrow volley, which lies behind the 
bills that bound Merj el-Yuur on the north-west, to MejdeL 
He could not, therefore, have seed this plain at all, nor the dis
trict 8I'onnd Lake Phiala. 

We descended into a valley down which flows, in winter. 
streams from the fountain of Mejdel, and others, and here struck 
the road travelled by Burckhardt. Cl'08IIing this valley, which 
continues ita course toward the lOuth-east, passing on. the north 
side of the hill 011 which ill built Sahlta, we went up a braaca 
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Vlllley to a fonnta.i.n called. Ain et-Tln, which we reached at 
9.46. 

The greater part of the country .hich we traversed siaee we 
left Ain el·Beidah above the castle of BfmiQa, is volcanic. In 
eome places the limestone still appears, and also sandstone 
strongly impregnated with oxide of iron; but ba.salt is the pre
vailing rock. Close on our left rose the lofty sides of the south
ern ridge of Hermon; one ma.ss of white limestone. The coun
try is wild and desolate, the hills rugged and of barren appear
ance, though, having a rich soil intervening between the blocks 
of ba.salt, they are to a considerable extent capable of cultivation. 
The whole region nom BAnib to Beit Jenn was said to be very 
dangerous, owing to the hostile attitude 888umed by the DruzeB 
in opposition to the government Both at Ha.sbeiya and BAniAs 
attempts had been made to dissuade us from taking this route, 
and our guide, though well known in the district, seemed much 
alarmed. All the people we met were armed with long guns 
and daggers, and some also carried in addition swords and pis
tols. Their appearance was anything but pleasing; and never 
in this country, not even in the deserts of Palmyra, when enjoy
ing the comforts of a Bedawy prison, have I seen such wild and 
fierce looking men. We were, however, a strong party and well 
armed; and we knew that .Ar9.bs would be very chary of attack
ing Franks under such circumstances. Our numbers and strength 
were still further augmented by two armed cavaliers, whom we 
found awaiting our arrival at Ain et-lJ.'In. They had joined our 
party at BAnias, but pursued their journey thus far while we 
were examining the castle. Not deeming it safe, however, to 
go further without us, they stopped at the fountain till we came 
up. 

We now a.seended the hill on the ea.st of the fountain and 
tz&.versed an elevated plateau, the highest ground on this road. 
Descending a little from the plateau, we entered a little plain 
ca.lled Metj el·Hather, and reached a small fountain in it at lO.!?fi. 

eight minutes after entering ft. The water flowing from the 
fountain formed a pond or little lake, a few minutes on our right, 
and thence runs E. S. E. through an opening in the low hills, 
pa.ssing on the edge of the plain, and ten minutes from the pond 
the Druze village el-Hather. The plain is about two miles long 
hy half that breadth. It is encompassed by low hills on all sides 
except the west, from which rises at once the side of Hermon. 



16M.] 61 

There are extensive oak forests all around, DOW filat falling be
neath the axe of the charcoal manufacturer. 

I made particular inquiries about the names given to the great 
mountain-chain we were passing over; and the result of my 
inquiries was, that, while each little district is distinguished by a 
name of its own, taken from some village or fountain in the 
neighborhood, yet the great chain has two general designatioos, 
Jebel esh-Sheikh and Jebel el-Heish. The fonner name is given 
to the great range extending from a line joining Katana and 
lUsheiya on the north, to one joining BiiniAs and Kuneitera 
on the south. The continuation of the range south of that line i. 
called by the latter name. I stated above, that from the summit 
of Hennon a lofty range of mountains ntn.s due south, gradually 
but slowly decreasing in height as it advances. It continues in 
an unbroken line to Mejdel, where it at once sinks down some 
thousands of feet, as I would think, and then continues the same 
course along the eastern side of the Htileb. About Rather a 
spur strikes out from the main chain, which, after running for 
some time a few points east of south, turns again and run. 
nearly pnrallel to the other, thus enclosing the Merj el-YafUr; 
south of which the two join, aDd continue their course in a 
broad swell 

From the fountain We strnck acfoes the plain. leaving the. 
onlinary road. on our right. "" e had just commenced the gentle 
ascent on the north-east, When a wild-looking Druze. black as 
Erebus, met us, and asked our guide if the muleteers, now some 
way behind. belonged to us. He answered hesitatingly, and 
tried to evade the question. I, however. at once stated that 
they did. He replied, that if they had not been in the employ 
of Franks. they never would have left the plain alive. I inquired 
the reason for snch treatment of travellers, and especie.lly of 
poor meo. He said that I was at liberty to walk. over his fields 
and pluck his com, but that if another did it the earth would 
drink his blood. I replied we were strangers and did not knoW' 
the road; and, besides, if we had injured anything I would pay 
(or it. He said, .. Yon are an Englislunan, and I am your slave. 
My fields are yours, nod you have & right to all:' Saying this 
be passed on seemingly satisfied. 

A short time &fter, we reached a rocky platel1u thinly sprinkled. 
with dwarf oak. The guide infonned me that this was the worst 
part of our road; and that travellers were frequently robbed and 
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stripped by wandering parties of Arabs. On this spot, 80Ille two 
years previous, I believe, a party of English travellcra, with a 
lady in company, were attacked and plundered; and, after the 
usual Arab custom, stripped of every article of dress; and thoa 
left to pursue their journey to Damascus as they best could. 
No such romantic adventure awaited us, and we continued oar 
journey in peace. 

On this plateau a road branches to the left, leading to ' Aurneh, 
and KOl'at 'Antar on the top of Hermon. At 11.30 we reached 
the brow of a wide and deep valley; and, descending its south
ern bank, we turned, after reaching the bottom, into a wild rav
ine, through which runs the track of a winter torrent. Following 
this twenty minutes in its course nearly due east, we reached a 
Bpot at 12 where it passes into another ravine; and here at the 
point of junction stands Beit Jenn. Wady Beit Jenn is not dry, 
like that down which we came; a fine stream rushes down it, 
Whose banks are lined with walnut and poplar trees. The foun
tain, I was told, is at the foot of Hermon, about one hour west a 
few points north, of the village. I was aa~ious to take such 
bearings as would enable me to fix this place; but, from the 
height of the rocky banks, I could see nothing but the direction 
of the Wady, which runs S. 7t5 E. This stream is the second 
great tributary of the river' Awaj. 

Leaving Beit Jenn at 1.10, we followed the course of the 
stream, passing in fifteen minutes' Aio Beit Jenn, which springs 
up immediately on the right bank of the rivulet, beside a grove 
of trees. Its waters about equal those which flow down from 
the village above. We had here on our left the continuation of 
the lofty spur, which separates Wady Beit Jenn from Wady 
, Aurneh. Twenty minutes below the fountain we passed out 
into the plain. Here are a few miserable huts used only for 
cattle, Ilnd called Mazra'at Beit Jeon. From this place the river 
runs in a deep channel, and winding, courses across the plain to 
Sa'sa', where it is joined by Nahr 'Aumeh. From this point 
I took such bearings as will enalJle me to fix this branch of the 
'Awaj with considerable accuracy on the map. Mr. TholDson, 
in his journey from Damascus to BuniUs, passed this spot; but, 
instead of taking the road by Beit Jenn, he immediately as. 
cended the southern side of the Wady nnd went over the hills 
to Hather. Beit Jenn is not" high up," as described by him ; 
it is just thirty-five minutes from the plain, and bas an elevation 
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of oaly a flu fM above it (Bibliotheca Sac.., Vol. Vl p. 36g). 
The pIaiB. between this place aDd Sa'sa' now looked bleak aud 
bJaated.. Oaly the D&m1W bed through which the rivulet I'U. 

praent.ed au.y appearuwe of verdure. uby and Mangles, .. 
well lUI Mr. ThomlOn, traveraed this district ea.rly in the yea.r; 
and. therefore. describe it .. well wat.ered, with numeroWi tribu
\aries fil.J1iDg into the Nahr Beit JeDD. I auspect that if they 
bad retumed late m toe 1HUIIIIIa', they would have fOWld water 
a. lSULn:e <NlUUlwily, ..... 1 ..u ~- ~., .' ,., _ .. 

Having lost ten minutes in making observations here, I rode 
uter my oompaalUulO, 1I.CrUI5B me rolling plain at the foot of the 
hills, in a direction about north-east. At 2.30 I reached the side 
of a flat and very fertile piece of -land, extending up among the 
hills on the len in a triangular form, and running down on the 
right 10 the banks of Nahr' Aumeh. At 2.4:; we had on our lett, 
distant about half an hour, the village of Hlneh, built OD. the 
western slope of a small Tell that rises at the head of the piece 
of land referred to. In ten minutes more, I reached the side oi 
tbia small.plain, and had, rising close on my left, the termination 
of a low spur from the mountain. Along ita side W8.8 conducted 
a atream of water taken from the Nahr ' Aumeh, which was 
used in watering Hlneh and the little plain below it. Following 
the same course, I reached Kefr Hauwar at 3.2~. Here I as
cended to the tower, mentioned by Burckhardt, and found that 
it is nothing but a small modem house. It may, perhaps, once 
have served 88 a Druze place of worship. The view from thia 
place is extensive, and I took from it several important bearings. 
Sa'sa' bore S. 17 E. and Kesweh on the 'Awaj S. 82 E. Tow
ard Hand.n the country is one uniform plain, slightly undulating, 
with isolated conical peaks rising up at intervals. Some of these 
are crowned with Welys, while others are cup-shaped, evidently 
the craters of extinct volcanoes. 

I had thus ridden from the ba.nks of the Jenfltl.ny to Kefr Han
war in an hour and a half; which will represent a distance of 
about six Roman miles. Burckhardt gives the distance at three 
and a half hours; Travels in Syria, p. 46. He says, also, that 
Sa'sa' lay one hOlll' and a half to the right. The bearing of Sa'sa' 
from the entrance of Wady Beit Jenn is S. 73 E. In placing it 
on the map by these bearings and ODe from the summit of Her
mon, I found its distance from Kefr Hauwar to be abont five 
and a quarter miles. The Nahr ' Aurneh, the branch of the' A waj 



referred to fonnerly, runs in a deep channel twelve minutes to 
the north-east past Kefr Hauwar; and from this continues its 
course, winding like a serpent, to Sa'sa', passing only one village 
on its way. Of this village I did not get the name, though I 
marked its position. It is strange that Burckhardt does not men
tion this important river at all, though he passed over it on a 
bridae between Kefr liallwar and Beitlma. lb. p. 46. About 
halt an hour_ 1l0rth~west of Kefr HauWRl this river enters the 
r---' 

From this place I was able to see, at _~ne Elance, the whole 
section of the plain watered by the' AwaJ. I was also able to 
look down the narrow Wady through which it passes between 
the low parallel ranges of Jebl el-Aswad and Jebl MAnia', on its 
way to Lake HijAneh. From the foot of Jebel esh-Sheikh to 
Kesweh is about seventeen Roman miles; and the district 
watered by the' Awaj is not on an average more than an hour in 
width. From Kesweh to Hijaneh is about fifteen miles; but the 
river is closely confined between two mountain ranges nearly 
the whole way. The whole arable ground, therefore, watered 
by this river. may be estimated at about sixty-five to seventy 
square miles; and yet Mr. Thomson makes the assertion that 
it waters ten times the arable ground that the Barada does; Bib. 
Sacra, Vol. VI p. 369. From the fountain to the plain, the Ba
rada is upwards of twenty-two miles long, and the arable land 
watered by it along its banks, averages at least half a mile in 
width. From Salahiyeh to the lakes is about twenty miles, and 
there is an average width of fifteen miles of this watered by the 
Barada. Thus the arable land watered by this river is about 311 
square miles, or nearly five times that watered by the' Awaj. 

I have been more particular in giving these details, because I 
believe it is the first time the sources of the 'Awaj have been 
clearly pointed out, or its course described. I had formerly the 
opinion, that the ttnver was comparatively an insignificant one; 
and was inclined, therefore, to doubt that it could be referred to 
by the proud Syrian of old. Now, however, I Bee that it is un
questionably the secrmd river of Damascus. I have visited and 
examined all the other streams and fountains in this section of 
the coml'try; and I am now persuaded that if Naaman meant 
two rivers, as is probable, and not two fuuntains, that the Barada 
and' A waj must be these two. 

I believe that one or two very small tributaries fall into the 
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'Awaj from the COUDtry south-west of Sa'sa'; but I have not seen 
them and cannot verify it. 

&pu.her 4th. We left Kefi' Hauwar at 4.30, crossed the 
bridge over the river twelve minutes after, and rode up the north 
bank to the half-mined village of Beitlma, which we reached at 
4.M. Our road now led over an undulating plain, hn,;ng the 
foot of Jebel esh-Shcikh nbout an hour on our left. At t).40 we 
~~ed a very small stream nmning in the hollow of a deep 
Wady. This stream flows down from Wady Barbar, in which is 
the village of Kiila'tJendeL At seven o'clock we reached Katana. 
Westward of this village the plain runs up further into the moun-
1ain than toward the south; but is more elevated and undulates 
more. This western part of the plain comes in between the 
eastern ridge of Jebel esh-Sheikh and the low hills that bound 
t1le Sabra on the south-welrt.. Through it is the road by Ri1kh
leh to R'lsheiya.. Katana ie a large village with fine gardens 
and rich fields. It is '\\'tltercd by a stream which springs up a 
quarter of an hour west of the village. This stream docs not 
flow eastward and cross· the Haj road, as represented on Burck
llardt's map; but is exhausted in the fields some distance below 
KataoL 

We left Katana at 7.15, and proceeded in a direction more to 
the east than that we bad pursued from Kefr Hauwar. Here is 
a fine plain which is now a desert. but only requires water to 
make it a pa.radise li.k.e the gardens of Dama.scus. .At 8.20 we 
bad the village of Judeideh twenty minutes on our right At 9 
we passed the village of Muadderoiyeh, five minutes on our right, 
and soon after entered among extensive vineyards. Nothing 
could present a greater contrast than the two parts of the plain 
at this place, the portion 'WIltered and that oot watered; the for
mer rich and fertile, covered with luxuriant vines, now bending 
under the weight of the clustering bunches, and, further on the 
right, dense groves of olive and mulberry trees, encircling the 
large village of Da.ra.iya; the latter, close OD our left band, a 
bare d.e.sert. parched and burned up by a scorching sun; while 
beyond it, white as ShOW and bare almost as a rock, rose the low 
rauge of Kalabat el-Mezzy. Half an hour more and we were 
within the gardens of Damascus, pursuing our journey amid the 
most delicious groves; sheltered from the sun's rays by the 
thick foliage of the fragrant walnut, and having our ears regaled 
by tbe murmuring of waters and the voice of birds. 

~ 
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At 10.26 we passed through Kefr Susa, and at 10.46 entered 
the gates of Damascus. 

We rode the whole of this day's journey at a very fast walk, 
and I should estimate the whole distance passed over in the six 
hours as twenty-four miles, viz. ten miles from Kefr Hauwar to 
Katana, and fourteen from thence to Damascus. Burckh8l"dt's 
estimate of the distance is not at all correct. From Kefr Hau
W8l" to Beitima he makes half an hour, and thence to Katana 
four hours. While from Katana to Kefr Susa he makes only 
three hours, and thence to Damascus one. Travels in Syria, 
p.47. 

While I pen these lines (October 5th, 1852), the district which 
I describe is the theatre of war. I had looked forward with 
pleasure to a proposed journey to the south of Palestine; but I 
can now 8C8l"cely venture beyond the gates of the city. The 
Sheikhs of Ynntah have seized the passes of .Antilebanon; and 
an army of 14.000 men is employed in endeavoring to subdue 
the w8l"like Druz:es of HaurAn. I see little prospect of a speedy 
termination of these sad troubles. There is a weak, but tyran
nical government i and a restless and discontented, but brave 
people. And these 8l"e elements which do not well agree. 

DamasCUl1 Ocwber fJth, lSfJ2. 


