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THE LORD'S SUPPER IN BRITISH BAPTIST HYMNOWGY 
IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

Eucharistic hymns flourished in England in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
They were published as either a separate collection of hymns for the Lord's Supper 
or were included in more general hymn collections.' Isaac Watts's Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, III Three Books contains a section with the heading 'Prepared for 
the Holy Ordinance of the Lord's Supper'. In the Preface he explained his reason 
for writing such hymns: 

I have prepared the I1lird Part only for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper, 
that, in Imitation of our Blessed Saviour, we might sing a Hymn after we 
have partaken of the Bread and Wine? 

The singing of a hymn after the Last Supper also provided justification for the 
Welsh Presbyterian minister, Thomas Baddy (died 1729), to add 'Six Scriptural 
Hymns on the Sacrament' to a translation of a work on the sacrament, which he 
published in 1703. James Owen (1654-1706), an Independent, published in 1705 
Hymnau Scrythurol (Scriptural Hymns, with particular emphasis on the Sacraments 
of the Lord's Supper and of Baptism). His book was reprinted after his death in 1717 
with considerable additions. These hymns were included in later collections.3 

In 1623 in The Hymnes and Songs of the Church George Wither (1588-1667), 
an Anglican, introduced the song "For the Communion" with words which set out 
the purposes of communion hymns: 

We have a custome among us, that, during the time of adminstring the blessed 
Sacrament of the Lords Slipper, there is some Psalme or Hymne sung, the 
better to keepe the thoughts of Communicanls from wandring after vaine 
objects: This Song therefore (expressing a true thankfulnesse, together with 
what ought to be our Faith concerning that M.vslerie, in such manner as the 
vulgar capacity may be capable thereof) is offered up to their devotion, who 
shall please to receive it. 4 

Arising out of her studies on the English eucharistic hymns of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries, Karen Westerfield Tucker identified another purpose: 
eucharistic hymns were to be used for the devotional preparation of individuals and 
families before receiving the sacrament and for providing a theological focus after 
receiving itl. 

Although there have been studies on the eucharistic hymns of both Isaac WattSi 
and John and Charles Wesley, 6 there have been comparatively few studies on such 
hymns as a liturgical genre. In addition to the work of Karen Westerfield Tucker, 
A.S. Gregory has provided an overview of eucharistic hymns available for use in 
mid-twentieth century observances of the Lord's Supper in Great Britain.7 Michael 
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Walker in his study of the theology of the Lord's Supper among English Baptists in 
the nineteenth century considered the communion hymns they sang.7 His study ended 
with the publication in 1900 of The Baptist Church Hymnal (BCH).9 In this paper 
we extend Michael Walker's study by considering the English communion hymns 
used by British Baptists this century. However, it needs to be remembered that some 
churches continued to use nineteenth-century hymn-books until well into the 
twentieth century. For example, Psalms and Hymns with Supplement .... Prepared 
for the Use of the Baptist Denomination, published in 1883, was reprinted as 
recently as 1925 and was used by at least one church until the nineteen forties.1O 

TWENTIETH CENTURY BAPTIST HYMN-BOOKS 

The Baptist Union of Wales set up a Publications Committee in 1866 and hopes 
were raised that it would undertake the task of producing a denominational hymnal. 
Some of the Associations, including the Old Association, added their voices and the 
Committee established a sub-committee in 1876 to look into the matter. It went no 
further, so in 1877 at the Old Association Conference it was suggested that any 
church considering changing its hymn-book should adopt Psalms and Hymns. 1I 

However, about 1900 The Baptist Book of Praise (BBP) was published for use by 
the English Baptist Churches of Wales and Monmouthshire.12 The index contained 
twenty-two hymns for the Lord's Supper. Amongst these hymns was 'Christ, from 
whom all blessings flow', no doubt suggested for use at the Supper because of 
verses 2 and 3: 

Join us, in one spirit join, 
Let us still receive of Thine; 
Still for more on Thee we call; 
Thou who fillest all in all. 

Closer knit to Thee, our Head; 
Nourish us, 0 Christ, and feed! 
Let us daily growth receive, 
More and more in Jesus liveY 

The hymn 'Here is love, vast as the ocean' was also suggested for use at the Lord's 
Supper: 

Here is love, vast as the ocean, 
Loving-kindness as the flood, 
When the Prince of Life our ransom 
Shed for us His precious blood: 
Who his love will not remember? 
Who can cease to sing His praise? 
He can never be forgotten 
Thro' heav'n's everlasting days. 

On the Mount of Crucifixion 
Fountains opened deep and wide; 
Through the floodgates of God's mercy 
Flowed a vast and gracious tide; 
Grace and love, like mighty rivers, 
Poured incessant from above; 
And heaven's peace and perfect justice 
Kissed a guilty word in love. 14 

This hymn, the English translation of 'Dyma gariad fel y moroedd' was later 
included in Christian HYl1llls;s a hymnal used by some Grace Baptist Churches 
today, but in the section concerned with the suffering and death of Jesus. The hymn 
has been popularized through its use at Spring Harvest and it has been included in 
the recently published book, The Source. 16 It is sung in the original language by 
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Welsh-speaking Baptists today. J7 

The compilers of BBP included a hymn about the sacramental elements by the 
Congregationalist, Joseph Conder: 

Bread of heaven! on Thee I feed, 
For Thy flesh is meat indeed; 
Ever may my soul be fed 
With this true and living bread; 
Day by day with strength supplied, 
Through the life of Him who died. 

Vine of heaven! Thy blood supplies 
The blest cup of sacrifice: 
'Tis Thy wounds my healing give; 
To Thy cross I look and live: 
Thou my life! 0 let me be 
Rooted, grafted, built on Thee. 18 

This hymn was omitted from BCH and Michael Walker suggested that the omission 
of this and similar hymns was due to 'the baneful influence of reaction to the 
Catholic revival and a consequent inhibition to singing about the sacramental 
elements in the same realist way that earlier Baptists did'.8 BBP contained two 
communion hymns, which were to be included in later Baptist books, namely, 
Reginald Heber's 'Bread of the world, in mercy broken! '19 and Charles Wesley's 
'Jesus, we thus obey'.20 However, the publication of BBP seems to have had little 
influence on the development of subsequent Baptist hymn-books. 

By 1900 the singing of anthems by choirs was a regular feature of worship. So 
the compilers of BBP included in their book both anthems and chants, while the 
Psalms and Hymns Trust, the publishers of BCH, made available a separate 
collection of anthems. 21 There were four communion anthems in this collection and 
the same four anthems were included in the 1933 revision of the hymn-book, The 
Baptist Church Hymnal (Revised) (BCHR). ~~ 

BCH contained twenty-five communion hymns, while BCHR contained nineteen. 
Copies of BCHR for use in Scotland were bound with The Psalms ofDavid in Metre 
according to the Version Approved by the Church of Scotland, which contained John 
Morison's paraphrase of Matthew 26:26-29 "Twas on the night when doomed to 
die' . 23 The Scottish Psalter recommended a number of metrical psalms and 
paraphrases for use in communion services, including Doddridge's Advent Hymn, 
'Hark, the glad sound the Saviour comes!' in its Scottish form,24 which has been 
part of the communion office of the Church of Scotland for over two hundred 
years. 25 

During the nineteen-thirties the Liturgical Movement began to influence Free 
Church ministers. Amongst Baptists the pioneer was Stephen Winward, who during 
a pastorate of twenty-eight years (1935-63) at Highams Park in East London, created 
an ethos of worship that was to affect congregations far beyond his own. Weekly 
communion became the established pattern at his church, the communion being an 
integral part of the service and not an addendum as it had become in most Baptist 
churches. 26 In 1946 Winward, together with another Baptist minister, Stanley Yoke, 
published Hymns of Worship and Communion (HWC), which was intended to 
supplement existing hymnals and 'to provide more rich worship hymns, particularly 
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in regard to the Lord's Table'. The book included a few Scripture readings and a 
Collection of Acts of Worship, including two Prayers of Thanksgiving in which God 
is asked to send down his Holy Spirit to sanctify both the worshippers and his own 
gifts of bread and wine. The compilers suggested that these might 'assist in the 
development and expression of corporate worship' Y 

HWC included Spurgeon's communion hynm, 'Amidst us our Beloved stands' ,'1B 

and Watts's hymn, 'Jesus invites his saints' ,29 which according to Bemard Manning 
sets out 'the high sacramental doctrine of the Savoy Confession'.30 Watts's original 
verse 2 read: 

For food he gives his Flesh 
He bids us drink his Blood; 
Amazing favour! matchless Grace 
Of our descending God!2 

This was replaced by a verse of unknown origin: 

Here we survey that love 
Which spoke in every breath 
Which crowned each action of His life 
And triumphed in His death. 31 

In the 1740 edition of Hymns and Spiritual Songs the first two verses of the 
hymn were enclosed in brackets suggesting that by that time they were not always 
sung. 2 Yoke and Winward aimed to produce a hymn-book 'representative of the 
universal church'. So they included hymns such as William Bright's 'And now, 0 
Father, mindful of the 10ve',32 and 'Strengthen for service, Lord', a metrical version 
of a prayer in the fifth century Liturgy of MalabarY Two hymns by Thomas 
Aquinas were included, namely, 'Sing, my tongue, the Saviour's glory',34 and 'Thee 
we adore, 0 hidden Saviour'. 35 HWC contained the hymn 'Thine be the glory',~ 
which has found wide use as a hynm at the close of a communion service. 

In the Section on the Holy Spirit there were two of Wesley's hymns which 
invoke the Holy Spirit, namely, 'Come, Thou everlasting Spirit'37 and 'Come, Holy 
Ghost, Thine influence shed'.38 The second hymn, which was in the 1843 
Comprehensive Edition of Rippon'sA Selection ofHymns,39 is a prayer that the Holy 
Spirit will make the bread and wine 'tit channels' to convey the gift of love to 
believers: 

Come, Holy Ghost, thine influence shed 
And realise the sign; 
Thy life infuse into the bread 
Thy power into the wine. 

Effectual let the tokens prove: 
Make them, by heavenly art, 
Fit channels to convey thy love 
To every faithful heart. 

It is not known how many Baptist churches used HWC but its publication showed 
that the denomination had need of a new hymn-book. 

As the Baptist Union approached its ter-jubilee an Editorial Committee was 
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appointed to prepare a new book. It rejected the idea of a further revision of BCH 
and set itself the task of preparing an entirely new book. 40 The Baptist Hymn Book 
(BHB) broke new ground for British Baptists by including a selection of Scripture 
passages for responsive reading, including one on the Lord's Supper.41 Such 
readings were intended to be 'not in place of the Lesson, but in addition to it'. The 
inclusion of these readings probably reflects the influence of Winward, who was a 
member of the Editorial Committee, and also the earlier pUblication in the USA by 
the Northern Baptist Convention and the Disciples of Christ of a hymn-book with 
responsive readings, including two on the Lord's Supper.42 A Tonic Sol-fa Music 
Edition was published, presumably chiefly for use in Scotland and Wales. 

Four communion hymns present in both BCH and BCHR were omitted but eleven 
were added (twelve if 'Come, Thou everlasting Spirit'43 is included). Of the new 
hymns all were present in HWC apart from Morison's "Twas on the night when 
doomed to know'. 44 

In 1970 the Baptist Union of Wales published Mawl yr Ijanc (Youth Praise). It 
is fairly dependent on translations from English, often giving the original alongside 
the Welsh. It included the Afro-American spiritual 'Let us break bread together on 
our knees,.4S In the period following the publication of BHB many new hymns were 
written and a supplement known as Praise for Today (PF1) was issued in 1974. 
Although it never attained the popularity of BHB, it introduced some Baptist 
congregations to ten modem communion hymns, including 'Let us break bread 
together' . 46 

Since the mid-nineteen-sixties Baptist life has been affected by charismatic 
renewal. The most distinctive aspect of charismatic life in the churches was the 
change that came over their pattern of worship. This meant that worship became less 
formal. New hymns and songs and new musical settings of the scripture, 
accompanied by guitars and other musical instruments, came to have a prominent 
place in worship. So when in 1984 a committee was appointed to prepare a new 
hymn-book, they faced a church situation that had changed markedly since 1962. 
There was a proliferation of hymn-books and many churches were using more than 
one book. An extensive survey showed that only about half of the hymns in BHB 
were in regular use. BHB contained 777 hymns. Of these 274 appear in the new 
hymn-book, Baptist Praise and Worship (BPW) published in 1991. So 503 hymns 
were discarded. 47 

The section on the Lord's Supper in BPW has been strengthened when compared 
to BHB and it includes six of the communion hymns from PFT. The traditional 
opening words of the spiritual 'Let us break bread together on our knees' are altered 
to 'Let us break bread together with the Lord',48 an amendment made earlier in 
Hymlls and Psalms: A Methodist and Ecumenical Hymn Book. 49 BHB had included, 
although not as an eucharistic hymn, 'Let all mortal flesh keep silent' from the 
Liturgy of St. James.so This hymn is included in the section on the Lord's Supper 
in BPW, the compilers following Gerald Moultrie's translation in verse 2: 
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King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords, in human vesture, 
in the body and the blood: 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heavenly food.sl 

295 

The eucharistic reference was not present in Percy Dearmer's translation of this 
verse used in BHB: 

King is He, yet born a servant, Lord of all in humble guise, 
Truly man, yet God revealing, God as love, to mortal eyes; 
God with man, He leads and feeds us, He the power and He the prize. 

The compilers of BHB did not follow Yoke and Winward by including a hymn 
invoking the Holy Spirit on the bread and the wine but this emphasis is present in 
David Goodbourn's hymn in BPW 'Father, it is right and fitting': 

Come, Lord come. Yes, through the Spirit 
may these people and this food 
be Christ's body, here incarnate 
to sustain us in this world. s2 

Although BPW has a strong bias towards twentieth-century hymnology, it 
includes an amended version of Spurgeon's communion hymn, 'Among us our 
beloved stands'. 53 This hymn was not in previous hymn-books published by the 
Psalms and Hymns Trust, although it was in the 1973 hymnal of The Baptist 
Federation of Canada. 54 

Newer communion hymns often retlect aspects of the Supper not evident in older 
hymns. So Christopher ElIis's 'Passover God, we remember your faithfulness' picks 
up the theme of liberation, drawing on the Passover background of the Last 
Supper. 55 Brian Wren's 'I come with joy to meet my Lord' portrays 'the eucharist 
as a corporate act in which the Christian pattern for society finds its model':56 

As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 
each proud division ends. 
The love that made us makes us one 
and strangers now are friends. 57 

Another eucharistic hymn by Brian Wren, 'Great God, your love has called us 
here',58 depicts Christ acting in the celebration itself. The hymn contemplates the 
footwashing (John 13) and has a verse as follows: 

Then take the towel, and break the bread, 
and humble us, and call us friends. 
Suffer and serve till all are fed 
and show how grandly love intends 
to work till all creation sings, 
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to fill all words, to crown all things. 

Kenneth Stevenson has written: 'Here once more is a paradox, the Christ who stoops 
to exalt, and more important still, the Christ who can place the particular 
congregation of one eucharistic celebration in the cosmic context of a restored 
creation' . S9 

There is a stronger emphasis on the resurrection in the communion hymns in 
BPW than in the earlier hymn-books, although this emphasis is not entirely lacking. 60 

The Supper is an occasion of joy because of the presence of the risen Lord: 

Greet him, Christ our risen King 
gladly recognizing, 
as with joy we greet the spring 
out of winter rising. 61 

We take this cup in hope; 
for he, who gladly bore 
the shameful cross, is risen again 
and reigns for evermore.62 

You have commanded us to do 
this in remembrance, Lord, of you; 
into our lives your power breaks through, 
living Lord.63 

The Eucharist is often referred to as 'a mystery' and this is reflected in a hymn 
by the Filipino composer and writer, Francisco F. Feliciano: 

Far beyond our mind's grasp 
and our tongue's declaring, 
you are here in mystery, 
quietly, truly, without fail; 

lifted once on Calvary, 
sin and weakness bearing, 
o Lord, how wondrously 
YOll call us through the veil. 64 

In addition to the hymns 'Bread of the world in mercy broken' ,65 and 'Jesus, we 
thus obey (Now Jesus we obey)' />6 there are two other hymns which appear in the 
principal twentieth-century Baptist hymn-books, namely, 'Here, 0 my Lord, I see 
Thee(you) face to face',67 and 'Jesus, Thou(the) joy of loving hearts'.68 None of 
these hymns sets forth a purely memorialist view of the Supper. 

Gregory observed that, in considering communion hymns, it is a mistake to 
define such hymns by the section-headings of the hymn-book compilers. Many 
'general' hymns carry a strong sacramental reference. 7 The hymn 'When I survey 
the wondrous cross' is nowadays regarded as a Passiontide hymn,69 although it was 
written for use at the Lord's Supper.70 The present writer has used the hymn as a 
eucharistic hymn and in his experience it is so used in other Baptist churches in 
Mid-Wales. Its Welsh translation by William WiIliams, Pantycelyn, 'Wryth edrych, 
Iesu, ar dy Groes' is regarded as a communion hymn in the Welsh Baptist hymn
book, Y L/awlyfr Mo/iallt Ne}l.ydd (171e New Handbook of Praise). 71 

F.S. Pierpoint's 'For the beauty of the earth' was written as a communion hymn. 
It took its refrain from the post-communion prayer in 171e Book of Common Prayer 
of 1662, which begins with the words, '0 Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble 
servants entirely desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice 
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of praise and thanksgiving'. The original refrain was used in BCHR: 

Christ, our God, to Thee we raise 
This our sacrifice of praise.72 
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This has been criticized on the ground that our Lord was Son of God.73 So in BHB 
the refrain was altered to 

Christ, our Lord, to Thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise.74 

In BPW the refrain was further altered so that it was addressed to the Father rather 
than the Son: 

Father, unto you we raise 
this our sacrifice of praise.75 

This wording conforms more closely to the 1662 prayer than the original refrain but 
how often the hynm is used as a communion hymn by Baptists is not known, 
although the writer has used it in this way. The original hynm contained three extra 
verses which have been omitted from many hymn-books. In the words of A 
Companion to The Baptist Church Hymnal (Revised), the hynm 'has been shortened 
and edited, the omitted verses emphasizing a view of the Eucharist we would not 
share. ,76 

In BPW the hynm, 'Just as I am, without one plea', is included in the section 
'Response in Faith'. 77 Peter Norman Brooks has pointed out the hynm is a response 
to the so-called 'comfortable words' of The Book of Common Prayer and the 'only 
possible response of the penitent at the Eucharist is 0 Lamb of God, I come '. So the 
hynm can be used whenever the Lord's Supper is celebrated. 78 

The compilers of BPW suggested that the hymn, 'Guide me, 0 thou great 
Jehovah',19 could be used at the Lord's Supper,80 presumably because of the 
reference to 'bread of heaven' in verse 1: 

Guide me, 0 thou great lchovah, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore. 

A new feature of BPW is the inclusion, in addition to responsive scripture 
readings, of prayers for congregational use, although such prayers had been included 
in the 1970 hymn-book of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the 
American Baptist Convention.~1 BPW contains an eucharistic prayer which invokes 
the Holy Spirit on both the worshippers and the gifts of bread and wine: 

God our Father, pour out the Holy Spirit 
upon your people, that they may have faith, 
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and upon these gifts of bread and wine, 
that they may be for us the body and blood 
of our risen and ascended Lord.82 

Bright's hymn, 'And now, 0 Father, mindful of the love', has been omitted, 
possibly because it expresses the view of the theologians of the Oxford Movement 
that the eucharist is an offering of the sacrifice of Christ:83 

We here present, we here spread forth to Thee 
That only offering perfect in Thine eyes, 
The one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.84 

Although its theology was defended by Winward,85 it seems to have troubled the 
compilers of Hymns for Today's Church, amongst whom was the Baptist, Patrick 
Goodland, who later served on the Editorial Committee of BPW. In the area of 
eucharistic doctrine they modified controversial language to 'bring into the 
reconciling tradition of the Church of England's 'Rite A' order' .86 So Bright's 
wording was changed to 

we celebrate with joy for all to see 
that only offering perfect in your eyes: 
the one true, pure, immortal sacrifice.s7 

This amendment, however, has not been followed by a recent hymn-book,88 for 
which the Theological Consultant was Michael Forster, a former Baptist and now 
United Reformed Church minister. 

STRICT BAPTIST HYMN-BOOKS 

Michael Walker in his consideration of communion hymns did not discuss those sung 
by Strict Baptists. The most important of their nineteenth-century hymn-books is 
William Gadsby's A Selection of Hymns for Public Worship (GS), since it not only 
remains in print but is used by both Gospel Standard and some Grace Baptist 
churches today. This book contained a number of older hymns which were no longer 
sung by other Baptists. So CS includes Benjamin Beddome's' 'So fair a face 
bedew'd with tears' ,89 Anne Steele's . And did the Holy and the Just,'90 'Stretch'd 
on the cross, the Saviour dies'91 and 'To our Redeemer's glorious name' ,'J2 and 
Joseph Stennett's 'Come, every gracious heart'.93 Isaac Watts's 'When I survey the 
wondrous cross'94 is regarded as a hymn for the Lord's Supper95 but verse 4 is 
omitted: 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were an offering far to small, 
Love so amazing, so divine 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

The hymn, 'Jesus invites his saints'·96 has Watts's original title, 'Communion 
with Christ and with Saints', and includes the original verse 2.2 This verse, 



THE LORD'S SUPPER IN HYMNOLOGY 299 

however, is enclosed within brackets indicating that it could be omitted when the 
hymn was sung. Joseph Hart's 'When through the desert vast' is based on John 6 
and has as its final stanza, 

We eat the flesh of Christ, 
Who is the Bread of God; 
Their food was coarse compared with ours, 
Though theirs was angel's food. 97 

The final verse of his hymn, 'Lord, who can hear of all thy woe', invokes the Holy 
Spirit: 

And while we mourn, and sing, and pray, 
And feed on bread and wine, 
Lord, let thy quick'ning Spirit convey 
The substance with the sign. 98 

The Gospel Standard Baptists have access, therefore, to hymns which show a highly 
sacramental view of the Supper. 

The majority of Strict Baptists today are known as Grace Baptists. Their hymn
book, Grace Hymns (GH), contains a number of older communion hymns not found 
in BPW. These include lames Montgomery's 'According to Thy gracious word',99 
loseph Conder's 'Bread of heaven! on Thee we feed' 100 and 'Lord, in this blest and 
hallowed hour', 101 George Rawson's 'By Christ redeemed, in Christ restored' ,lOO and 
a hymn written by an unknown author 'Behold the eternal King and Priest' .103 All 
these were in BHB. GH also contains Spurgeon's communion hymn, 'Amidst us our 
Beloved stands', in its original wording. I04 

Christian Hymns (CH), published by the Evangelical Movement of Wales, is a 
similar book to GH. Although it has been published for a wide constituency, the 
compilers are baptistic in their convictions. 105 

The conviction has been growing amongst those who use GH and CH that while 
these books have served their generation they need replacing by a new book. This 
will be entitled Praise! and is scheduled for publication in 1999. While this book 
will be broadly reformed in theological perspective, it will include hymns by authors 
not hitherto widely sung in such circles. So it is likely to include Brian Wren's 
communion hymn, 'I come with joy to meet my Lord'. The text of a number of 
well-known traditional hymns will be revised. 100 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL HYMN-BOOKS 

The Preface to BPW drew attention to the fact that by 1985 many churches were 
using more than one hymn-book. Unquestionably the single most popular book in 
Great Britain is Mission Praise,107 and it has found wide acceptance not only 
amongst churches belonging to the Baptist Unionlos but also among some Grace 
Baptist churches. The original 1983 edition, known as Mission England Praise, was 
born out of the needs of Mission England. It contains S. Suzanne Toolan's 'I am the 
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bread of life' .109 This hymn, written by a teaching Sister of Mercy in California, was 
first used at an Eucharistic Service in the Archdiocese of San Franciso in 1967. It 
draws on selected verses from John 6 and 11 and was published 1974 in Sound of 
Living Waters, one of the first song books to arise out the Charismatic Movement. llo 

The 1987 edition of Mission Praise (MP2) contained three communion hymns 
that are also in BPW, namely, Bonar's 'Here, 0 my Lord, I see Thee face to 
face', III Christopher Porteous's 'He gave himself in selfless love' ,112 and the Afro
American spiritual 'Let us break bread together on our knees' .113 MP2 also contained 
Bishop Timothy Dudley-Smith's 'We come as guests invited' ,114 which sees priest 
and people (in the Anglican context) as fellow guests sharing in the sacrament and 
membership of the true vine. However in an ecumenical context the hymn can be 
seen as expressing the priesthood of all believers and for this reason it is included 
in the Congregational Federation's recent hymn-book, Peculiar Honours. lIS Also in 
MP2 are Janet Lunt's 'Broken for me'II6 and Paul Simmons's 'Take, eat this is my 
body'.117 

The 1989 Mission Praise Supplement contained two communion songs, Brian 
Hoare's 'I am the bread of life'I18 and Paul Field's 'With all my heart' .119 The three 
editions of Mission Praise were combined in a single volume in 1990. 

Almost as popular as Mission Praise amongst Baptist churches is Songs of 
Fellowship,108 but the number of communion songs is very limited. l20 

Although the first collections of songs arising out of the charismatic renewal 
movement contained songs for communion services, 121 subsequent writers of 
contemporary worship music have given comparatively little attention to the 
sacraments of baptism and the Lord's Supper. The situation may be changing as 
there are songs for baptism and communion in a recent ecumenical song book 
published in Scotland. m 

BAPTIST HYMN WRITERS 

Michael Walker noted the absence of writing of communion hymns by Baptists in 
the nineteenth century and suggested that the communion controversy 'was 
discouraging soil in which to plant poetic invention'.8 However, more probably the 
absence of Baptist hymn-writers must be judged against the general climate of the 
times. Most Nonconformist congregations were content to rely on eighteenth-century 
hymns, especially those by Wesley and Watts, and saw little need to supplement 
with other hymns. The contribution of Free Church ministers to Victorian 
hymnology seems remarkably small.l~3 However, Spurgeon contributed twenty of 
his hymns to Our Own Hymn Book, which was used by him in the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle and in many of those churches where men from his Pastors' College had 
settled as ministers. No doubt because of a lack by many of a knowledge of Gaelic, 
it has only been recognized recently that the greatest Baptist hymn-writer in the 
nineteenth century was Peter Grant. 124 lan Bradley regards him and John Brownlie, 
the minister of the United Free Church in Portpatrick, Wigtownshire, as ' the two 
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truly rural figures among leading nineteenth-century Scottish hymn writers' ps 
During a forty-one year pastorate at Grantown-on-Spey he wrote hymns and spiritual 
songs in Gaelic but only a few have been translated into English. l26 They were 
largely experiential127 and contrast with the rather more didactic English hymnology 
of the eighteenth century. They were not intended for public worship, since the 
Gaelic-speaking churches used in their services the Gaelic Psalter, Sailm Dhaibhidh. 
The hymns of 'Padruig Grannd nan Oran' (Peter Grant of the Songs) have continued 
to be sung by Gaelic-speaking congregations during the twentieth century. 

BHB contains translations of foreign language hymns by R. Birch Hoylel28 and 
E.A. Payne. 129 Towards the end of the twentieth century there has been some hymn
writing by Baptists and PFT contains hymns by Eileen Abbott and Peter Tongeman. 
Both Eileen Abbottl30 and Christopher Ellisl31 have published collections of their 
hymns. BPW contains communion hymns written by Christopher ElliSis and David 
Goodboum. S2 Matthew Newman, a member of South Parade Baptist Church, Leeds, 
has recently written a song based on 1 Corinthians 11 :26: 

We proclaim the death of Jesus, 
The Son of God who died, 
We proclaim the death of Jesus, 
Our Saviour crucified. 

Till he comes in glory, 
When ev'ry knee shall bow 
We'll proclaim that he is risen, 
And here among us now. 132 

Nevertheless the contribution of British Baptists to present-day communion 
hymnology is small and it is dwarfed by that of others from a cognate tradition, the 
Congregational, represented by H. Elvet Lewis (Elfed),133 Michael Forster,l34 Fred 
Kaanl35 and most notably Brian Wren. 136 

In 1959 A.S. Gregory thought that many of the communion hymns in the then 
available hymn-books were in practice seldom sung. 7 What the position is today 
amongst Baptist churches is not known but a congregation that does not use them is 
in danger of not appreciating what an Anglican writer has called 'the Many 
Splendoured Eucharist'. 137 
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