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to do justice to itself. 
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Controversy was still a recent and sensitive memory, Spurgeon's men like Gange 
and Greenwood were to the fore in promoting Home Mission proposals of the 
Union, while Richard Glover was championing 'unbending Independency'. It 
seemed to some that people who took that stance could have no real conception of 
the miseries suffered by the ministerial victims of Independency. 

The fact is that the development of Home Mission structures did not only arise 
from the positive demands of Mission but also because there was a scandal to be 
removed. As people began to explore the challenge of the mission field in this 
country, clear as they were that the local church was the spearhead, fully aware of 
the significance of the local minister in heading up its work, they discovered that in 
many a manse Independency resulted in soul-destroying privations. A man as 
esteemed as Andrew Fuller had been caught in the poverty trap and wellnigh broken 
by it; people less gifted and less well-known were of course no less vulnerable. As 
the facts of life came home to them a new generation of leaders realized that 
Independency did not sustain existing work, let alone any vision of a strategic kind. 
Against tradition, therefore, they set about establishing the means whereby 
Interdependency could function. Decade after decade, in the face of slow progress 
and inadequate response, Home Mission has called for resilience and commitment 
of high order. It still does. This is not a glamorous story but it is a humbling one 
and we need to take it to heart. 

Of course, Independency remains deeply ingrained within the underlying 
assumptions of many of our people. They believe that it is laid down in the New 
Testament. Therefore, along with all other Home Mission promotion, we need in 
our colleges and elsewhere to keep on making the point that there is in the New 
Testament no polity blueprint for the Church of God (there is embryonic evidence, 
capable of being selectively cited, in support of each of the classic structures but 
neither congregational ism nor presbyterianism nor episcopacy are laid down in a 
blueprint for the Church down the ages). What does emerge, as a fundamental 
principle to qualify and sustain any polity, is interdependency. If we Baptists reject 
the idea that denominationally we constitute a Church, all the more then must we 
grasp that we (Ire involved in a churchmanship which goes beyond the local church. 
In that wider churchmanship, as in the local, we are members one of another. That 
is laid down in the New Testament and it is the theological basis of Home Mission. 

G. W. RUSLING 

***************************************** 
The Society's next Summer School is to be held 16-19 July 1998 atWestminster College, 
C~mbridge. Further details to follow, but reserve the dates now! 

Members who knew George Rawlyk, Professor of History at Queen's University, 
Kingston, Ontario, who attended the Oxford BHS Summer School, will be sorry to hear 
that he died recently as a result of a road accident. 
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