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PREFACE,

OR, ANNUAL EDITORIAL ADDRESS.

Tuss Volume is the twouty-fourth we have been permitted to publish. When we
think of this, and that we have not once failed to produce each monthly part in
due course, and that we bave been able to accomplish this, and other editorial
Iabours, alone, aud single-handed, we feel that we ought to express, in this public
way, onr gratitude to Him who bas so far preserved our mental and bodily powers,

We commenced this periodical with the design, under the blessing of God, of
ondeavouring to stir up and exclte the baptist denomination to increased activity
in the promotion of the knowledge of the Gospel and its ordinances in our land;
and we have assnrances from wmany places that these effects have been produced.

When first published tbis magazine was small in size and price, with only a
vei‘y limited circulation. Slowly, but sarely, year by year, as it became known,
it advanced. In 1844 it was enlarged to its present dimensions; and Its circula-
tion was greatly increased. Siuce that time it has had its fluctnations. During
the past year its sales have been greater than for some time previously. We are,
therefore, cheered by the hope that we sball not sink and die, but rise and live.

And verily we think, if over we were wanted in the world we are wanted now !
Baptists have ever been the consistent opponents of * the traditlons of men,” and
the advocates of scriptural authorlty. This is not new work to them. In this
rightcous service of the God of heaven, they have suffered for ages, and are suffer-
ing now. Lel our readers turn to our pages for December, 1850, (617 and 534),
and they will find confirmation of the fact. .

Yes : and so long as we repndiate State-Churchism, popish or protestant, and
stand fast in our allegianco to the Lord Jesus, our only Head in matters pertaining
to his kingdom, must we look for persccution from spiritual and temporal despota.
Here in our England we have freedom, bnt we should not forget our brothren
who are yet in bonds on the coutinent of Europe.

And then, there is the old monster orror agniust which we havo fought and
always will—baptismal regeneration. IFor some time lately liltle was said of it by
friend or foe. Now and then only did it give sigus of life ;—it slept—somo thought
the sleep of death. But no: Henry of Exeter bade it rise, and forth it came! Its
assumptions were questioncd and examined, not by Scriptare, which would have
condemued it outbright to immediate extirpation, but in conrts of civil law by
hnman records, and the judges bade it retire and hold its peace—slecp it might if
it would, for they would not disturb it, but they forbade it to disturb others.

But will it obey the command of the Queen's Judicial Council? No: It has
come forth, and it will not retire at present. He of Exeter says it shall not.

Well: wo have no particular desire that it should. Indeed, we would as leave
it displayed the ugliness of its deformity before the people of Eangland a little
longer, that they may have the outline of its features fully before them. Many
already know it as

« A Monster of such frightful mien,
That to be hated needs but to bo seen.”
But others have been deceived by its professlons of love for the infant race!



iv, PREVACE,

We must givo it no quarter. Why should we? It is the great subvortor of
real Christianity. Not content with usurping the place of a divine institution, it
blasphemously assumes divine prerogatives, and proteuds to do by human hands
what the Holy Spirit alone can accomplish. It caunot live ono hour in tho pure
clement of Divine Light. Let it go down to its native darkness.

And now wo have the Pope and the Cardinal, and the Queen's Supromacy
filling the land with inquiry and commotion. Of popery, with all its offspring,
there can be but one opinion with Bible Christians—It is the * Maater Pioce of
Satan.” But mark, Pio Nono—the liberal pope! is no sooner woll seated in what
is lyingly called “Peter’s Chair,” lifted up into it by the bayonets of republican
France! than one of his first acts is to proclaim & Roman Catholic Hicrarehy for
Protestant England, and send us a Cardinal Archbishop with & red bat and red
hose as a cariosity. We might langh at the joke, but it is not one, and must be
treated seriously, for it shows what is in their heart to do. But they have mado
a blunder. The few parsons and silly women who have gouc over from puseyism
to popery, are not specimens of the English people, or indications of their mind.
With regard to the matter as a struggle between the Koglish State Church and
the Romanists we have nothing to do, but we stand up for the BmorE, and wo
stand np too for our Quesn's TenrorAL PrerocaTivE, of which this is a bold inva-
sion; and every true Englishmau will rally aronnd the Throne of a Sovereign
whose mild and bencficent reign has already ecclipsed the glory of Elizabeth's,
The daring attempt which popery thenr made to enslave the English was scattered
by the winds, and repulsed by British valour; this must be repelled by the
brilliancy of divine truth shining from the word of God.

These, then, are not times for Baptists, of all men in the world, to be sleepy or
indolent. Ours should be the front rank in the contest for truth., Our fatbers
went ont on the forlorn hope, and left their bodies in the breach. Let us act
worthy of them.

One word more in conclusion. This is our position at the close of tho first half
of the nineteenth century. The times are ripe with great events. Let overy
Christian man who bears the Lonoured name of *“a baptist” act worthy of the
truth, of his fathers, and of himself; for to this rosult all these movements will
come af last, that men must be papists or baptists. There can be no resting-place
between the two.

The Epitor of this periodical having thus hastily glanced at these momentous
questions, desires to assure his readers that he shall anxiously watch events as
they transpire, and report accordingly. By the grace of God he will never flinch
from the assertion of what he believes to be truth, and carnestly hopes that he
sbal] be assisted and sustained in his Jabonrs by the hearty bolp of all his old and
many new contributors. Mny; he also Lope—this is all he says, though of course
be is naturally and seriously concerned about it—May he hope that all his friends
will do each his part to DousLe the Circuration of the Rrerorrer for 1851 P—
How pleasing and encouraging to have this dome at last in the first year of (bo
next Half Century.

Leicester, Dec. 1,1850. J. T W,
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