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The O Pear and the Pelo.,

‘By Rev. JAMES STUART.

s T
HE welcome with which we greet the advent of the new
year is not untinged with sadness at the thought of parting

from the old. Time is a possession of priceless worth.
\  We measure it not simply by its duration, but by the
possibilities that are folded up within it—the thought, the
-affection, and the energy to which it may give rise. And to see our
hold of it gradually relaxed, and our life brought within narrower
limits, is by no means a pleasant sensation. We are reluctant to bid
farewell to old and familiar friends, especially when we know that here
we shall see their faces no more. And it is with some such feeling that
we think of the passing away of the year as it nears its close. It has
but a_few days to last, and it will have become a part of the irre-
coverable past—a memory rather than an experience or a hope.

To most of us, probably, the old year has gathered around it tender
and hallowed associations. It has brought us a succession of mercies,
the fulfilment of cherished hopes, the realisation of various joys. As
we review its course, we gratefully celebrate tl.e goodness of God, and
render Him our tribute of praise.

To others among us the year has been a season of toil and struggle.
We have suffered from the pressure of bad trade. This has inevitably
brought in its train straitened means, and in many cases the pinch of
poverty, Sickness has entered our liomes, and perhaps the angel of

death has taken from us our nearest and our dearest. Qur remembrance
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2 The Oid Year and the New.

of the year is chastened and subdued. And yet, even in our sorrows, we
have been cheered by the sympathy and help of our Heavenly Father,
He has stood by us in our trials, enabled us to bear them with calm
resignation, and over-ruled them for our good. Our recollections of
the year have been made all the more precious to us because of its
trials. In this very darkness we have seen more of God and of the
things above, cven as the night reveals to us the splendour of the
starry sky which the glaring light of the day effectually conceals.
Our very tears reflect, as in a mirror, the brightness of God’s love.

The voice of the old year rings out also its tones of reproach. It
reminds of purposes which have been baflled, of good resolutions
abandoned, of opportunities neglected, and duties sinfully set aside.
We started the year with a determination that the time past of our
lives should suffice us to have lived in selfishness, slothfulness, and
sin ; that we would resist the temptations which we could not expect
to avoid—temptations to indolence, pleasure, or grasping ambition.
But how sadly the poverty of our achievement contrasts with the
splendour of our purpose! We have found that it was easier to’ plan
than to act, and that many a good intention is chilled to death in the
keen biting winds of trial. The hard flinty road of duty, with here
and there its stecp ascents, exhausted our strength, and we turned
aside to pluck the flowers that bordered our path, or to sport on the
meadows across which it lay. The promises and expectations with
which we began the year have had to take their place among the
- ynfulfilled prophecies,” and so far as 1884 is concerned, they can
never be transformed into history.

And yet the past is not dead—its spirit has not departed from
among us, its influence is working silently and powerfully still, To-
day is the result of yesterday, as to-morrow will be the result of to-
day. We are what we are now, because of what we have been. Acts
ripen into habit, habit becomes a second nature. We could not,
even if we would, cut ourselves adrift from the associations which
have already gathered round our history, and crowd upon us at every
step. But we can learn from them, we can convert them intc
teachers and guides. They will reveal to us—if we will carefully
examine them—the sources of our weakness and failure ; they will
warn us and encourage us ; and if we faithfully hearken to them, will
ensure for us a future nobler and happier by far than our mest
sanguine dreams have anticipated. We should be determined not to
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say farewell to the old year until it has, at any rate, rendered us this
service—the last perhaps which it can render, but by no means the
least.

And how shall we greet the new year ? Surely with a calm and
sober confidence in the loving-kindness and fidelity of which we have
had so ample an experience. Our memory of God’s great goodness is
an inspirer of hope. Things behind shadow forth things before. God
will never leave us. His mercy is greater than our sins, and we may
confidently look forward to its continuance, in whatever form it may
come.

The thought of our indebtedness to God should arouse us from our
self-complacency and sloth. Ought we not to make a worthy response
to the Divine love, and live in harmony with it? We should not
enter on another year without determining that we will do our utmost
to make it more honourable than any that has gone before ; that now
at last we will throw our whole energy into the task of purifying and
strengthening our character, according to the will of God, and of
rendering our lives a source of blessing to others. True we have
often made such resolves and have failed. But we must have the
heart to try again. For, as Faber has very pithily said, “ No soul was
ever lost because its fresh beginnings broke down, but thousands of
souls have been lost because they would not make fresh beginnings.”
And it may be, as he also adds, that the life of the saintliest is little
more than an entanglement of generous beginnings. At any rate we
can do nothing without a clear and firm purpose. To live thought-
lessly, according to the caprice of the moment, is fatal to all heroism
and usefulness. The lack of a definite aim will make our life a
chapter of accidents. More harm is done by want of thought than
by want of heart, by careless easy-going goodness than by deliberate
choice of evil. We must form for ourselves, more soberly and prayer-
fully than heretofore, a wise and well-considered plan, and strive
with all the earnestness, steadfastness, and zeal we can command to
fulfil it. If we do this, we shall have to acknowledge that, bright as
are the hopes with which we enter the year, the end of it is better
than the beginning.

No plan will be worthy of us which does not embrace the good of
others. The Christian law is that we shall love our neighbour as our-
selves ; that by love we shall serve one another. In God’s Kingdom

Sreatness springs, not from self-assertion, but from self-sacrifice. All
1%
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our gifts—whether of intellect, wealth, or position—have been con-
ferred upon us largely as a means of service. We have freely re-
ceived, and are, therefore, no less freely to give.

Never were the needs of the world sorer or deeper than they are
to-day. Even after eighteen centuries of Christian history, after alk
the advances of our boasted civilisation, ignorance and poverty, crime
and wretchedness, are rampant among us—a blot on our national
greatness, a reproach to the negligence and lethargy of our Churches,
a sorrow to every loving and generous heart. In the England
of to-day, in outcast London, in squalid Liverpool, and a hundred
other places, there are sights as sad, as perilous, and as terrible
in their issues as those over which Christ wept in Judea. And
in the warfare He is waging against the ignorance, the unbelief,
and the misery of men, He calls us to take our part, that we may
share with Him the toils of the conflict and the honours of victory.

For victory is assuredly His. Tardy as is the progress of the
world, it is sure. With slow and steady step—like the dawn of the
morning, which gradually dispels the darkness of the night, the
triumph of truth, righteousness, and love draws near. There is much
in the aspect of the world to discourage us. Our work often seems
to be in vain. The minds of men are impervious to the light, their
hearts cold and selfish. They care for nothing except their present.
comfort, and value our Christian work only for “the loaves and
fishes ” it brings them. We are apt on this account to become weary
and dispirited, and to withdraw from our appointed task.

But of this we may be assured, GOOD DEEDS NEVER DIE.

Bad as the world now is, it would be immeasurably worse were it not
for the true-hearted self-denying Christian work which is done in it—
done often by weary and obscure workers. The influence men exert
is wider and more lasting than they know. Many a stray word,
many a deed of lowly kindness, will in the end be found to have
exerted more real power than the noisier and more showy influences
which seem so potent. We are, in this respect, as men who labour in
the dark.

“ Not till the hours of light return,
All we have built do we discern.”

One thing more is certain. Without generous and self-denying
labour for others, the new year will not be in the highest sense a.
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happy one. There is an undoubted luxury in doing good, a deeper
and nobler joy than the pleasure seeker can ever find. Hackneyed ag
are Shakespeare’s lines which tell how mercy is twice blessed, they
will bear repetition until we have learned their lesson more perfectly.
The converse is also true. The withholding of mercy is twice
cursed. It injures the man to whom it should be shown. It injures
still more the man who should show it. Selfishness is misery, and
not in vain are we told that he that withholdeth corn in time of
famine, the people shall curse him.

As we become older, we live less in the future, and more in the
past. Old men dwell continually on their reminiscences of long ago.
How necessary that we should all so live and work that, if we should
be spared to see old age, with its weaknesses, and its strange pathetic
looking back to the years that are no more, we shall not be tormented
by the memory of sins recklessly committed, of splendid opportuni-
ties neglected, of pleas for help selfishly disregarded. How sad it
must be to be perpetually confronted by the thought of sorrows we
might have soothed, of wounds we might have healed, of nakedness
we might have clothed, yea, of death in life, whose ravages we might
have stayed ; to be compelled to live thus in the past, or, if we think
of the future at all, to know that these dread voices of memory are
but the premonitions of a greater and more terrible sentence from
the lips of the Supreme Judge, “ Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one
of the least of these my disciples, ye did it not unto Me ™ ?

‘We shallsoonreach that solemn period when we must enter,not a new
year, but a new world—that strange and unknown world, the thought
of which fills so many with an unspeakable dread. They tremble
because of the darkness and the mystery in which it is wrapped. No
curious prying into its secrets will ever disclose them. The veil will
not here be lifted. But when we go forth into that unknown world,
we need not be alone. The Christ whom we have loved and served
will be there to welcome us. The acts of Christian service to which
His grace has prompted us will have gone before to testify of the
faith that is in us—the faith that worketh by love. To have been
one with Christ on earth is a sure pledge that we shall be one with
Him in heaven ; and there every act of service, even to the cup of cold
water, shall be abundantly recompensed, and shall so contribute its
gem to our crown of life.



The Host Rey,
AN ADDRESS TO WORKING MEN ON THE BEING OF GOD:

By J. HonT COOKE.

CERTAIN youth had in his possession a large chest., It.
was of considerable strength and firmly locked. He knew
that it contained great wealth, and he was in need; he
knew it held pearls of great price and jewels of rare value,
and he longed to see their beauty and rejoice in their

adornment. But he had not the key. Day by day he laboured to.

get at the contents in some other way, but all his efforts failed. The-
property was rightfully his own. A great longing grew upon him,
and a still greater need, so that he felt, if he could not soon open the
chest and secure its contents, he must die. He consulted many
advisers, but none brought him just the help he needed, and there the
unopened casket, with all its treasure, stood unused ; instead of a joy
it became a sorrow, instead of a blessing it was a curse. Those whom

he consulted at length concluded that the key was to be found in a

certain old tower near at hand. Thither he went to find it.

This tower consisted of three stories. Into the lower one he entered
first, for the door was easily opened. The darkness was dense. He
called, but there was no reply. He shouted in eager anxiety, but no
answer came. He went in, the place was empty. A hard cold
marble block stood in the centre, shapeless, unhewn. The atmosphere:
was foul, and he thought, as he entered, he saw the horrible yet
fascinating sparkle of a serpent’s eye. Yet his deep anxiety to find the
key led him to make some research, which he did sufficiently to con-
vince him that the key was not there. He speedily returned, and
none too soon, for the miasma of the place brought sickness, and for
some time he was ill and his life in peril in consequence.

On his next visit he went to the large room on the above floor.
Tlere a strange scene met his gaze. Upon a kind of throne a father
was sitting. He was attired in royal robes, and wore the crown of a
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king. All around was in disorder. About him were the children of
his numerous family. They were all haggard with want and crying
for bread, but the father sat unmoved in thorough intoxication,
altogether indifferent to their tears and entreaties. Some of the
children lay dead, and others turned their dying eyes to him for help.
But no word of pity, no promise of bread came. Himself enjoying
all the luxuries he desired, there he sat, unheeding their condition and
bitter prayers, and let them die. The youth appealed to him for the
key, but in vain; no response came. He searched arouud and left,
convinced it was not there.

Then he tried the third room, higher still. As he entered, a flood
of dazzling sunshine seemed to affect him like darkness. A clear
view seemed difficult, even impossible, but he saw enough to serve
his purpose. A father, surrounded by his little ones, sat there, strong
and gentle, loving and wise; all their wants, though not all their
wishes, were attended to. Some of the children seemed very way-
ward, and some were disobedient ; but bread was supplied to all, and
wise discipline was developing obedience and order. As he looked
lic saw it was his own father, who listened at once to his story, and
with outstretched hand gave him the key. It was golden, and in the
form of a cross.

Now a careful study of theologic ideas will suggest a threefold
classification. Putting aside fetish worship and demon worship, and
such insane develcpments of human thought or no thought, the
people with whom we come into contact are either atheists, deists, or
theists. These terms are not very satisfactory, but they are in use
and are understood. Persons who think must believe either that
there is no God, or that there is a God who has not revealed Him-
self, or that there is a God who has revealed Himself. Or to put
it more accurately still, with an endeavour to get at ideas, not words,
there are three views which cover the scope we call God. In “the
cternal without us ” there is either—Afirst, no head or heart ; secondly,
head without heart; or thirdly, head and heart united. Your opinion
1s either—first, that there is no God, or rather that God is nothing;
or secondly, that there may be a God, but He does not care about
you, therefore you do uot care about Him ; or thirdly, that there is a
God, and He has revealed Himself by Jesus Christ the Lord.

First, look at the conjecture of the atheist. He professes mot to
believe in a God. In the place of a Supreme Being he places nothing
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Then nothing is his God. We ask, Whence came this world 2 Who
governs it ¢ By whom is the infinity beyond inhabited ? Let the
atheist answer. You reply, chance. Then chance is your god, and
chance has neither intelligence nor love. I cannot believe in such a
god. Why he, or it, is not so great as I am, for I can think and judge.
And T judge your god to be contemptible, a being or no being which
I cannot worship ; no more can you. And you are content that the
sublimest and noblest faculty of your nature, that of adoring and
worshipping a Supreme Being, the grand distinctive feature of your
mind from that of the lower animals, should be poisoned with a notion
like this! The just emblem of your god is a block of unhewn stone
in a miasmatic dark cellar. A ‘story is told of a young sceptic
who, in conversation with a Christian gentleman, boastingly said:
“I am not one of those who believe in God.” Possibly h

expected some admiration at superior intelligence, for often scepticism
is but a daughter of vanity. He was disappointed at the reply.
“ Just like my dog, only he does not go round whining about, and
telling other dogs his unbelief.” Thoughts of a superior being ough

to be elevating, yours are degrading. You exactly reverse the order.
‘With us man is better than the beast, and God is better than man.
With you, man is better than God, for who would not rather be a
something than a nothing ? And a beast is better than a man, for he
does not find his noblest faculties exhausted, and his happiness
destroyed, in a vain search after nothing. Change the terms if you
will, call me an atheist, or even a blasphemer. I do not believe in
your god. Nay, more, I regard him, or it, as contemptible. Your
conjecture meets none of the longings of my soul, and leaves my
noblest thoughts and desires unsatisfied.

Secondly. This position, which was the one taken by the foremost
sceptics of the past generation, has been generally abandoned for
what is termed Agnosticism—that is, belief in an unknown god.
Let the so-called agnostic, who is the lineal descendant of the deist,
stand forward. He says: 1 altogether repudiate the opinion you
have stated. I do not deny the existence of a great First Cause. I do
not say that there is no Being who is Creator and Preserver of all. I
only say I do not know Him. I would I did. T feel certain great
longings of heart after some Being supreme in power and righteous-
ness. I earnestly desire to know the truth, and do the right. I am
sure there must be a supreme Intelligence, a universal Father ; and
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am * an infant crying in the night, an infant crying for the light, and
with no language but a cry.’” I reply: “I cannot accept this as a
just view of the great and true God. A god who does not hear, or,
hearing, does not answer prayer, is a god without feeling. Such a
conjecture may meet some of the needs of the intellect, but it leave
starved to death the nobler appetites of the heart. Consider the
multitudes of anxious souls crying for help. Is there none for them ?
You are compelled to admit, then, the great Designer and Sustainer of
nature must be a being of unconceivable intelligence; and yet,
according to your showing, He is destitute of love and care for His
children. The fact is, the true emblem of your god would be a
drunken father, who hears without concern his children moaning for
the bread of life, and yet is like to one who hears it not; one who
cares not for them, and cares not that they should care for him; who
asks from them no affection, but is willing they should go their way
and perish, so that they trouble him not. Who can adore a being
like this? I cannot. I do not believe in his existence. To you I
am an atheist, for I can neither reverence nor love your god.”

Thirdly. Since,then, a notion, such as that of chance, without mind
and heart, cannot be accepted by a reasoning being, and since a
Supreme Being of infinite intelligence, but who cares not for His
children, is almost equally repulsive, we turn to consider the
belief of a great First Cause and preserver who has a heart as
well as a mind, who is love, as well as power and wisdom.
And if the demand be made for evidence that such is the
character of the eternal Lord of all, we go further, and assert that,
however such an idea may be sustained by reason, we accept it on the
testimony of Jesus of Nazareth. We believe on the Lord Christ.
What He tells us of God we accept. Just as if a traveller from dis-
tant lands, or the witness of some extraordinary incident should bring
us information, we should first decide as to his trustworthiness.
Satisfied on that point, we accept his message. No man hath seen
God at any time; Jesus Christ came divinely credentialed to reveal
Him. We accept His instruction as that of a Master. He tells us
that God is a wise, loving, tender, watchful Father. I am no atheist,
with regard to His presentation of God, but accept it with heart and
soul.

The sceptic demurs, and asks for proof that Jesus Christ should be
relied upon. An appeal may be made both to fact and consciousness.
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On the one hand, very satisfactory evidence comes from the study of
history and miracles. On the other, the teaching He gave tinds a
a remarkable recognition in the consciousness. We know that Jesus
Christ knew God well, because He knew man well. Let us extend
our parable, or develop it into another to illustrate this.

On leaving the tower the youth placed the key carefully in a pouch he
carried with him. Inthat were a number of other keys. In his mingled
feelings he forgot to note as particularly as he should have done the
key that had been given him, so that when he came to the chest he
could not distinguish it. For a moment he was much concerned.
Should he go back and inquire which was right ? Should he consider
his efforts fruitless, and give up in despair? At once the natural
course was suggested, namely, to try which key would fit the lock.
Full soon the right one was discerned. The open chest flooded his
heart with joy, as he feasted his eyes on the tlashing diamonds and
calm pure pearls, and his glad hands took of the gold that could
bring supplies for all his wants.

Our belief in the representation of God given us by Jesus is con-
firmed by finding that His teaching exactly corresponds to the needs of
both mind and heart. If you found a key of a very remarkable form,
and, upon trial, discovered that it exactly corresponded to the wards
of a singularly complicated lock, you would not require much proof,
but would be satisfied with a very little evidence, that it was the right
key. The needs of the human spirit are almost inconceivably varied
and complex ; they are as a lock of multifarious intricacy. The
revelation which Jesus Christ brought touches every part, fails at no
one point, and opens it readily. It is the true key. All others fail
somewhere.

And what does the deepest thought of the human breast present in
regard to God ? We ask for a Being infinite in power and resource, for
none other could have made the worlds, but at the same time tender and
gentle. He must have a hand capable of guiding the stars in their
courses, and shaping in delicate beauty the minute diatom. He must
be immaculately holy, ever looking upon sin with abhorrence, yet
loving sinners. He must be infinitely pitiful to fallen creatures. He
must be inflexibly just, by no means sparing the guilty, yet ready to
pardon iniquity and transgression. His ear must be open to every
prayer, and His heart affected by each, but His wisdom must guide the
answer, refusing or granting, as may. be best. He must be infinitely
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gentle, for it is only by gentleness souls are made great, and of ex-
haustless patience. He must combine in himself all the varied forms
of true love, and give a full heart to each of His children, however
unworthy. He must delight only in perfection and yet discern and
joy in any germs of good in imperfect souls. He must give evidence
of the exalted nature of His love by some sacrifice inconceivably great.
He must in some wonderful way attain a human heart, suffer human
gorrows, become acquainted with human grief, and know what it is by
experience to die and to enter the silent grave. He must, whilst
having a nature altogether transcending that of humanity, yet be a
man. He must be a God to be worshipped, a father to be revered,
and a brother to be loved. As we endeavour to shape into sentences
the idea of the God our souls need, we shrink beneath the conception,
it seems so full of impossibilities and even inconsistencies. But when
we regard the revelation of Jesus Christ, however much our reason
hesitates and halts, we find it exactly meets the requirement of our
hearts. The key fits every ward. It unlocks the prison portal and
lets us free. It unlocks the home door and admits us to peace and
rest. It unlocks the casket lid and reveals gold and jewels. It
unlocks the hidden chamber of the heart, whence flows the fragrance
of strong true love. It unlocks the gate of heaven and we enter and
see God. ’

Choose well, for your choice is brief and endless. You are con-
scious of a feeling after God, a desire to worship a Supreme Being.
That lies at the base of the nobler part of your nature. Inthatis the
great distinction between you and other animals. In its development
or evolution lies the reason of your earthly existence, and upon it
depends your eternal destiny. To be right here is the aim of the con-
flict of human life. To starve or surrender the faculty is to give up
humanity and sink to the level of the beasts that perish. In sober
truth you cannot avoid taking one position or another on this question.
Your belief must either be in a no-person or nothing, whom you can
neither worship nor love ; or in an unrevealed being whom you may
worship but cannot love ; or in the true God, who has revealed Him-
self, and whom you can both worship and love.
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‘“\’ MIDST the symptoms of decadence in the ancient Roman
E Empire, we are told there arose the opinion that all
“’ religions were equally true, all equally false, and all equally
‘T useful ; in effect, a perversion of charity, developing neglect
of principle. Not very dissimilar is the conventional idea
of Christianity to-day. The world at the present time (using the
term in the New Testament sense, of those who are not the true
followers of Jesus Christ), has come to believe that Christianity is
true; bat that the different sects or denominations are all equally
true, false, and useful. And the Church is in danger of falling into
the same easy error. A false charity is in circulation, and, like base
coin, is not at once detected. Denominationalism may indicate
narrowness, but it is the narrowness of a river that keeps within its
banks, flowing deep and strong, instead of flooding the fields around
with stagnant, shallow pools. The average Christian of to-day, in the
strange idolatry of breadth which prevails, needs to learn that indefi-
niteness in doctrine is no sign of superiority, however popular the
haziness may be; and that Christian charity is something very
different from carelessness in regard to recognised commands of Christ.
Better be broad in principle and narrow in opinion, than be broad in
opinion and narrow in principle.

Our work upon earth, as Christian men, is to maintain and live up
to the instructions of the Lord Christ, as we have received them. In
the history of the Church, men frequently have been set to bear a
certain testimony, sometimes upon what has appeared to be of
secondary importance ; but was really primary, as it involved that
absolute obedience which the Divine Teacher demands. The Baptist
Denomination stands out for implicit obedience to an ordinance, which
the Romish Antichrist has perverted, but which, although a rite,
involves principles of the highest import. We are set for the defence
of certain truths. To be faithful to Christ we must not allow the
world to divert us from our testimony. It is for usto be brave in that
particular part of the battlefield to which we are appointed by the
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greab Captain. Every true soldier would prefer to be in the heart of
the battle, rather than skirmishing at some small outpost. Happily,
however, the Christian warrior can do both, can contend for the
central truths, and special points of obedience ; and must not neglect
tlie one for the other.

Prominent amongst the forces of the present age is the press.
Everybody reads now. Every home las its periodicals. These are
talen up at odd minutes, and influence opinion to an extent not
generally known. As in Derbyshire may be seen birds’ nests turned
into stone by the dropping of petrifying water, so, insensibly, opinions
are influenced by casual reading. Instead of the well-known proverl
about the songs of the people, we may now say, wisely, “ Give me the
direction of a people’s periodicals, and I care not who makes their
laws.” If people so studied their Bibles, as thence to gain their views
of truth, the case would be different. But they do not. They read
papers and magazines as well, and, for the most part, from these
obtain their seed-thoughts. He who neglects periodical literature at
the present time, neglects one of the mightiest forces of the age. It
has not been so in the past. It may not be so in the future. DBut
just now this is the great agency by which thought, bad or good,
debasing or holy, finds its way into the community at large; and
those opinions which are the springs of public opinion and action are
directed. Periodical literature is the pulsating heart of the genera-
tion’s thinking. Keep it diligently, for out of it are the issues of life.

In our own denomination, neglect of this is without excuse.
Considering the extent of our body, there is no inconsiderable variety ;
and, if the witness of those outside may be accepted, our papers and
magazines are of a high order of merit. All are well aware that
there are certain amongst us who affect superiority of taste by
a supercilious sneer. Just as in families, not unfrequently, some of
the young people, ignorant of the homes of their neighbours, speak
slightingly of their own domestic circle. Our denomination is neithex
wealthy nor grand in a worldly sense, and it can scarcely be sur-
prising that some men adopt the tone of fashion; hence, amongst
a certain class of Baptists, there is found a slighting of Baptist
institutions and Baptist literature. Such persons have been
known to speak contemptuously of an article in a Baptist
magazine, and praise as lighly one by the same pen in some
journal not belonging to the body. Equal with the dislike we
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have of the <glory-be-to-our-own-party ” spirit, is our dislike
of the “ can-any-good-come-out-of-Nazareth ” spirit. This fault-find-
ing with home productions seems native to some minds. However,
it is not here that the weakness lies, but rather in the prevalent
spirit of neglect. Not to see the literature of one’s own denomination
is often spoken of as a glory rather than a shame. There are Baptist
homes in which piles of political and so-called unsectarian journals
and magazines are found ; and yet, amongst all, not one seeking the
advancement of principles for which, perhaps, great sacrifice has been
made, and which are held very dearly. The consequence is that the
young people grow up, their opinions insensibly formed by their
casual reading, indifferent to the principles of their parents. They
have been taught that these opinions are not worth the few pence of
subscription to a paper which gives information concerning them
Hence, to an immense extent, the secret of the defection of the youth
of our families.

A story is told of the family of a peasant residing in a valley in
Switzerland, far away from the ocean. The parents had never seen
the sea, yet each of the four sons, as he grew up, chose the mariner’s
life. The old man was once expressing his astonishment at this to a
visitor, and wondering what could be the cause. Over the mantel-
shelf there hung a fine picture of a ship in a storm. “ There,” said the
stranger, “is the secret. Day after day your soms were led by that
picture to think of a seafaring life. Hence their choice.” The forma-
tion of character, in all, is due far more to repeated unconscious influence
than many are aware of. If the members of families are taught, by
neglect, that denominational literature is unworthy of their regard, and
see papers advancing other views steadily welcomed, they will not
be slow in gaining the notion that our. opinions are defended by
inferior men, and are scarcely worthy of sustenance. Butitisnot the
young folks alone who are to be considered. It is neither healthy nor
right to lose interest in the progress of the body of Christians to
which we are attached. It is possible by such a course to have sym-
pathies, instead of being widened to all, so narrowed as not to be
large enough even to care for the members and interests of a denomi-
nation,

We submit these considerations to the prayerful attention of our
readers. If each Baptist did his duty on the subject before us, the
strength and influence of our body would be immensely increased.
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No intelligent observer of the signs of the times can question the
mighty power of the press. It is the duty of each to do what he can
to sustain that power when working for righteousness. Its support
lies with individuals, so that the responsibility is shared by all. He
wlio withholds his influence from literature, which he knows to be
for the advancement of the right, and gives it to that which he holds
to be imperfect and erroneous, is not doing his utmost for the cause of
God and truth. The subscription may be small, but even in that the
influence may be great. At this season of the year, then, we make an
carnest appeal that, in arranging the magazines and papers which
shall be taken in during the new year, those belonging to our deno-
mination shall not be overlooked. Let each Baptist feel it to be his
duty to subscribe for one at least. And, surely, the claim of our
MAGAZINE, after so many years’ service, demands some attention. We
speak as unto wise men, judge ye what we say.

Preaching among the Baplists,

€38 N common with the Protestant Churches of all denominations
R we recognise the importance of preaching, and regard it as
an indispensable element of Christian worship. It is an
ordinance of Divine appointment, designed for the instruc-
tion and edification of the Church, and the evangelisation of
the world. The pulpit has been well described as the Thermopylae of
Christendom, and, whatever may be said by croaking critics who
delight in alarming the timid-minded by their gloomy forebodings,
we do not for a moment believe that it has become, or is likely
to become an obsolete institution. “The decay of preaching”
is not, in any true sense of the words, a distinguishing feature of
modern ecclesiastical life. That which it is intended to describe may
be more or less illustrated in individual cburches, or in some of
the ministers of those churches. But the phrase is glaringly inap-
plicable to the state of Christendom at large. Its fitness is exemplified
on a very limited area, and it certainly dees not possess “the note of
universality.”

We are well aware that the actual influence of the pulpit varies—
how can it fail to vary %—with the genius and character, the
spirituality, and practical common sense of its accupant on the one
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hand, and with the attitude and condition of his liearers on the other
The question is, therefore, concrete rather than abstract. The old
Scotchwoman who was once asked what she thought of the power of the
pulpit was quite right when she cannily replied, “ That depends on
wha’s in it,” eveu as another northern humourist expressed a principle
of indisputable force, wlich bears no less strongly in the opposite direc-
tion. Asked how it was that he alone, in a crowded congregation which
had been swayed Dy the eloquence of a popular orator, had remained
unmoved, his reply was, “ Ye ken, I dinna’ belang to his parish.,” The
skilful player had failed to touch the strings of his heart, or, if
he had touched them, to draw forth the strains, either of penitential
submission or of reverential joy; because the man, as an outsider, was
not in sympathy with the life around him, and preserved amid
all its manifestations, a callous indifference.

Eloquence, as we have been often reminded, lies as much in the
audience as in the speaker. Unless the one is en rapport with the
other, the charmer will charm in vain.

It is, however, incumbent on the ministers of our churches, and the
students in our colleges, to keep steadily before their minds a high
ideal of pulpit excellence. Let that ideal include all the elements,
however varied, which the experience of centuries has proved to be
essential to a persuasive and efficient ministry—a ministry powerful
to convince men of sin, to awaken in them longings after holiness, and
to aid their obedience to the will of God. These elements are intel-
lectual as well as moral, literary and oratorical as well as spiritual.
In relation to the lofty and complex character of hisworl, every preacher
should seek to perfect himself, to acquire and express the fullest
possible life, that his task may not be defeated through any fault or
unfitness in the instrument. Tt is as mischievous as it is criminal to
e content either with low and ignoble aims, which can be accomplished
without strenuous effort, or with noble aims lazily and imperfectly
fulfilled. Failure to reach our highest conceptions of what is
demanded of usis unworthy. TIn this, as in every other department
of life, the counsel must be unceasingly and uncompromisingly urged,

“ Nay, falter not; ’tis an assured good
To seek the noblest, ’tis your only good

Now you have seen it, for that higher vision
Poisons all meaner choice for evermore.”

It is not possible, of course, for every man, who conscientiously
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acts in. the spirit of this counsel, to become a great, or even (which
is a widely different thing) a popular preacher. Nor does the counsel
imply that a man of ordinary capacities should be ambitious to
preach what are sometimes called great sermoms. In compassion
for our congregations, we hope that no such attempt will result
from -any advice of ours! We have no wish to multiply “the
afflictions of the righteous.” The aim of such a man will be
apparently a humbler, but really a much more important one. Rhetori-
cal fireworks and feats of intellectual gladiatorship are pitiably out of
place in the pulpit. Efforts to win the approval of the respectahle
classes, or of a literary and eesthetic clique, are as incongruous with
the ideal of ministerial life as is a craving for the suffrages of the
multitude. To please men, whether they are in the church or out of
it, is-a very subordinate matter, compared with the determination to
please Christ, in whose sight and for whose sake we must resolutely
live, if we are to make full proof of our ministry. “ With me,” said
one of the bravest and most heroic of preachers, whose example all
men would do well to emulate, “ with me it is a very small thing that
I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment. . . ., He that
judgeth me is the Lord.”

On this ground we do not attach much importance to the efforts which
have lately been made to discover who in general estimation are the ten
greatest living preachers. Some time ago one of our contemporaries
proposed a plébiscite. Voting papers were sent in by some three or
four hundred readers of the'magazine, “mainly from the clergy of the
Anglican and Dissenting communities,” with results that are some-
what curious. The voting was necessarily restricted to a limited
constituency, whose voice is by no means to be regarded as the Vo
Dei.  Besides which, the word great is a relative and not an absolute
term ; while the conditions which modify our judgment are so numerous
and subtle that it is often impossible to speak with confidence. The
two first names on the list, for example, were those of Canon Liddon
and Mr. Spurgeon. But what fair comparison can be drawn between
a man who has enjoyed years of learned leisure, who preaches but
once a week, and that not every Sunday, but only during the terms
of his residence as Canon, and a man who preaches at least thrice
every week, presides over a college, manages an orphanage, writes
innumerable books and gets through the work of a dozen ordinary

men ?
2
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So far as the position of our own denomination is concerned, we
have no need to be ashamed of the result of this plébiscéte ; and it is
not on that score that we fail to sympathize with it. The question,
“ Who is the greatest ¢ was asked centuries ago under circumstances
which do not encourage but should rather forbid its repetition, and
most men can occupy their time more profitably than in discussions
of this nature, which may so easily engender strife.

In view of such facts and warnings as thesc, we are at a loss to
discover the explanation of a paragraph which occursin a review of
Dr. Maclaren’s recent volume of sermons in the Wesleyan Methodist
Magazine. The writer says:—"It is remarkable that the two top-
most preachers of the time are Baptists. Spurgeon and Maclaren
stand out in the pure bright blue, like the two peaks of the Mount of
Beatitnde. Yet there is no rivalry between them, each is so indivi-
dael, so impressively unique. It looks like an example of the law of
compensation that, with these two grand exceptions, and three or four
names of secondary eminence we find among our Baptist brethren a
more level range of mediocrity than in any other Church.” We sup-
pose the writer of these words is so profoundly grateful for the law
of compensation and so thoroughly enamoured by it that he has felt
bound to act on it here, and to exemplify it in his criticism.
What he gives with one hand he generously takes away with the
other! He ungrudgingly admits the greatness of the men whose
pre-eminence in the pulpit is universally recognised, but, lest such
an admission should be thought to mean too much, or lest “our
Baptist Lrethren” should be thrown off their balance and unduly
puffed up by it, he dexterously mingles with it a judicious counter-
active. The rank and file of the ministry of every church are
comparatively unknown. They may be faithful but are not famous,
and if they are weak enough to think that they can shine in reflected
light they must be undeceived. The law of compensation is brought
into play, and their conceit vanishes !

As to the value of the assertion itself, it would not be difficult, if it
were worth while, to refute it. It has afforded us no small amuse-
ment, and will, we doubt not, make many guileless readers open their
eyes in astonishment. Things are not always what they seem. That
which “ looks like ” is not necessarily the equivalent of that which 4s.
We know not where the critic has looked for that which he
says “we find.” But we could point to Church after Church, both
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in London and in the provinces, which disprove it. “Our Daptist
brethren” are, as a rule, by no means unworthy of association
with their greatest and most distinguished preachers. [t cer-
tainly ¢annot be said, with any degree of fairness, that there is among
them “ a more lovel range of mediocrity than in any other Church.”
The towns and villages are not few in which the ministers of the Baptist
Churches take a foremost part in social and political life, but, as a
rule, their pulpit is their stronghold, and mediocrity in preaching
would be fatal to their best influence.

‘We therefore regret the occurrence of this “ compensatory ” remark
as ungenerous and uncalled for, especially when we remember the
type of preaching which is most characteristic of Methodism and the
peculiar conditions under which its ministerial labours are carried on.
‘Were we in any danger of forgetting it, we should be glad to have
our attention recalled to the fact that we have no ground for
self-complacency, nor do we intend by indulging in self-gratulation
to foster “ the principle of all stagnation—both intellectnal and moral.”
But we know of no reason why we should suffer a slur to be cast on our
brethren. If there is in them “a more level range of mediocrity than
in other Churches,” they are assuredly not without fault in the
matter, and the prospects of the denomination are less cheerful than
we have imagined. 'We do ngt, of course, occupy the same standpoint
as the writer of this review, and perhaps we are as little fitted to
estimate the preaching power of other Churches as he is. It
was not, however, of the Baptists, but of the ministers of a
denomination with which the writer in question is better acquainted,
that, in a recent article on the greatest living preachers, the
Spectator affirmed that— It is certain that neither in literature nor
in the pulpit do they occupy a position which corresponds to their
number and influence.” We have no wish to be either jealous or
self-assertive. Depreciation of others is less noble than resolute faith-
fulness to our duty. It is evident that no Church has a superfluity of
pulpit power; can any Church claim a sufficiency of it ? If not, we
should surely all aim at higher things and be more eager to go on
unto perfection than to tell others that they are not so near it as we
are.

o%
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Saul among the YProphets.

i R. MATTHEW ARNOLD has written many clever and
i interesting books, and delivered many interesting lectures
on literary and religious subjects. He has not, however,
until within the last few weeks, been known as a lay
preacher. His first appearance in this character was in
connection with the unveiling of a mosaic tablet which has. been placed
upon the front of St. Jude’s Church, Whitechapel, on which there is a
copy of Mr. Watts’s allegorical picture of Time, Death, and Judgment.
Time is represented by the figure of a young man full of buoyancy,
energy, and hope ; Death by a figure stern and inexorable, which repre-
sents “the breakings off, the cuttings short, the baffling disappointments,
the heart-piercing separations,” which spoil the triumph of the happiest
and most successful life; while the third figure, representing Judg-
ment, stands “ with a weighing scale and a sword of fire, and a scroll
on which are inscribed the words, ‘ The Lord is a God of Judgment;
blessed are all they that wait for Him.” This tablet has been
erected by the friends of the incumbent, the Rev. S. A. Barnett, as a
testimony to their appreciation of the efforts he has made to purify
the tastes and elevate the lives of his parishioners—especially by an
annual exhibition of pictures and other commendable means of a
religious and a semi-religious character.

Although the meeting which followed the unveiling of the tablet
was not held in the church, but in a neighbouring hall, it was, at any
tate, held in connection with a church and in honour of a clergyman,
so that it might be supposed to have a distinctively Christian tone.
Mr. Matthew Arnold’s speech was generally regarded as the most
notable feature of the proceedings, and has naturally attracted con-
siderable attention. There is very much in it with which we heartily
sympathise. So far as Mr. Arnold commends the work of men like
Mr. Barnett, Mr. Tyler, and other true-hearted philanthropists, who
labour in the dull and dreary East End, amid discouragements which
to most of us are inconceivable, we are in cordial agreement with
hin). Such workers as these are, in the modified sense in which alone
it is permissible to use the word, “the true saviours of society.”
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We further allow Mr. Arnold’s claim, that he has, in his various writings,
rendered good service by protesting against “ the idolatry of the We:st—
end” and the City, We have no disposition to quarrel with his
assertion that he has spent most of his leisure time “in preaching in
my feeble way to these (wealthy money-making) classes, and in
telling them that their idolatrous work could not stand, and that already
one began to hear formidable crackings in it and to see it beginning to
sway ominously to and fro.” Perhaps his condemnation was a little
too sweeping, and lacked that discrimination which we should have
expected, in one who is so severe on the licence of theological
affirmation. Trade is not all dishonourable, nor are its prac-
tices uniformly inspired by the devil. We know men in the
West-end and in the City successful and influential, who are as
scrupulously honourable, as rigidly righteous, and withal as generou:
and sympathetic as Mr. Arnold himself could reasonably require them
to be. We share his indignation at the unjust and heartless neglect,
or worse than neglect, with which the struggling and unfortunate
toilers of the East-end are frequently treated. There are “people
who have failed and fallen, or been hurt or wounded, and whom the
excess of production and competition, which the trading classes carry
on, has turned out.” Let everything be done for their amelioration
which sound economical laws, social science, and Christian philan-
thropy can devise.

But does Mr. Arnold imagine that from his standpoint he can
ensure the discussion of these questions, and urge men to a life of
absolute and unalloyed righteousness ? or that he can speak from
the vantage-ground of Christian principle, when he uses the words
of Christ in a sense which his hearers know—if he himself does
not know—to be strained and unnatural ? He quotes the prediction
of Christ with regard to the mission of the Comforter, and enlarges
on the idea of the judgment of which he is to convict men. He
delights in the thought that Christ has pronounced condemnation
on that of which he disapproves in the words “The Prince of this
world is judged.” He pointed, with solemn emphasis, to the allegorical
representation of judgment on the newly erected tablet as confirming
his position, and suggesting a much needed warning. So far so good.
But what does the “ preacher ” mean by all this 2 We will not ask him
whether he ascribes personality to the Prince of this world or believesin
his actualexistence, though it would not be beyond the province of a critic
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to inquire how far he accepts the evident teaching of Him whose words
hie ventures to use. But when he turns to the tablet and quotes from
it the text “The Lord is a God of judgment,” ag if that were a state-
ment that he accepted and could verify, we naturally wish to know in
what sense he believes it.  Our suspicion is aroused by the fact, that
for the word Lord Mr. Arnold here substituted his favourite expression
“ The Eternal” Now, we do not deny that the Hebrew word admits
of this rendering, but although it does, it is indisputable that in Mxr.
Arnold’s mouth the word means something very different from that
which it meant to the Hebrew psalmists and prophets. It is too
closely associated with his characteristic phrase “The Eternal, not
ourselves, which makes for righteousness,” to allow us to ignore the
interpretation he puts upon it. “The Lord is a God of judgment ”
convevs to the minds of ordinary men the idea that there is a Being
of supreme power, who, in the exercise of His intelligence, wisdom,
and rectitude, will execute judgment, a Being who has consciousness,
character, and will, and who, therefore, knows, discriminates, and acts ;
in.some cases expressing His approval and rewarding men, in other cases
as directly showing His disapproval and inflicting punishment. Mr.
Arnold uses the words as if they were the equivalent of a stream of
tendency, a categorical imperative, a vague impersonal abstraction. The
conception of a Divine personality he derides as a theological figment,
theproduct of loose, inaccurate, and illogical thought. To him the words
mean simply that there is something in the constitution of things
which inevitably favours righteousness, and which ultimately proves
that that which is ideally and theoretically the best is also practically
the best. All that he asserts is consistent with the atheistic concep-
tion of the universe, and, in fact, compels us to regard the universe
as a blind automaton, a self-acting machine which neither requires nor
admits supervision, guidance, and control from without.

Now, the question we wish to ask Mr. Arnold is this, Does he
sincerely and lhonestly believe that this explanation would have
satisfied the writers of Scripture, or have been accepted by them as
an adequate account of their meaning ? He insists so loudly on the
necessity of verifying our conceptions of God, that we must resolutely
ask him to do as he wishes us to do. He quotes the Bible with
approval ; and contends that religion is the one permanent power in
the world. He enforces his counsels by reference to the teachings of
Chuist, which, apart from its preternaturalism, may be scientifically
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verified. He even goes so far as to say that the world cannot get on
without Christianity. But is his Christianity the Christianity of
Christ ? Does he seriously maintain that the God whom Christ
revealed, whom He called our Father, to whom He prayed, to whom
He attributed knowledge, foresight, wisdom, love, was nothing more
than an Eternal not ourselves? Would Christ’s prediction of judg-
ment have been fulfilled by the operation of necessary and self-acting
laws ? Or, to put the matter in another way, does Mr. Arnold main-
tain that the thin and attenuated Christianity which he so persistently
preaches is absolutely identical with that enforced by our Lord and
His Apostles ¢ Does he suppose that Christ would accept his super-
fine theories as the exposition of His secret, and be content to let
men take their ideas of the Sermon on the Mount and of the parables
of mercy and judgment from Mr. Arnold’s lay sermon, or from the
representations of his Literature and Dogma ?

From a purely theological point of view, we have the right to
enter a vigorous protest against Mr. Arnold’s deplorably defective
teaching, but it is no less vicious in a literary sense. It robs words of
their natural and legitimate meaning. It plays fast and loose with
the most sacred terms. It puts one thing in the place of another
and affirms that there is no difference between them. It is at
once a moral and .a literary crime to strip language of its proper
.significance ; and, however strongly Mr. Arnold may imagine himself
to be illustrating the value and upholding the authority of the Bible
by his non-natural interpretations, he is really bringing it into
.contempt, and preparing the way for those who assert that it means
nothing. To affirm that the teaching of Christ was merely an antici-
pation of Mr. Arnold’s “ Eternal not ourselves,” and is adequately
represented by this vague tallk about the stream of tendency is, in our
view, as irrational as it is profane.

Is it, moreover, by such teaching as this that men will be awed "into
Penitence, or stimulated amid fierce and powerful temptations to
righteousness? Will they, when under the dominion of selfishness, care
much for an eternal order which they see to be frequently violated ;
and if their view is restricted to this world, violated with impunity ?
In addition to the figure of Judgment, there is on the tablet another
figure which Mr. Arnold pathetically described—the figure of Death—
“the power that makes” for breakings off, cuttings short, baftling
disappointments, and heart-piercing separations ? Can wmen be
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reconciled to submit to this grim power by the cold and stoical creed
of Mr. Arnold’s « Eternal, not oursclves”? Will his belief nerve
them to meet this fell spoiler with composure and strength, or enable
them to go forth fearless into the unknown ¢ Wil it reconcile men
to bitter and heart-breaking separations, or comfort them amid the
grief of their last farewells ? Christ could comfort men even in view
of this dread enemy. The creed of the churches can comfort them.
‘Will Mr. Arnold lay claim to the same power ?

The lay sermon which has suggested our criticisms was delivered
in the East End of London, in the neighbourhood of poverty, vice,
and ghastly distress. Mr. Arnold commended certain men as the true
saviours of society. Does he imagine that his dreary creed would
inspire and sustain them ? Many years ago he described in felicitous
and impressive language the source from which one of these noble-
minded, self-sacrificing men drew his strength. May we venture to
ask him whether, if Mr. Tyler, a preacher of a very different type from
himself, had lived by the colourless and diluted creed which runs
throughout his later works, he would ever have had it in his power to
write one of his noblest and grandest sonnets? Mr. Arnold may not
care to answer us, when we affirm that, according to his view, neither
God, Christ, nor the Scriptures can be, in any true sense, described as
essentially living. But will he answer himself? With his own
words before us, we need have no hesitation in affirming that the
conception of Christ, which underlies his sonnet, is more scientifically
exact as well as more inspiring than the conception of the White-~
chapel “lay sermon.”

’T'was August, and the fierce sun overhead
Smote on the squalid streets of Bethnal Green,

And the pale weaver, through his windows seen
In Spitalfields, look’d thrice dispirited.

I met & preacher there I knew, and said :

11 and o’erworked, how fare you in this scene ¥’

““ Bravely!” said he; “ for I of late have been

Much cheer’d with thoughts of Christ, the living bread.”

O human soul! so long as thou canst so

Set up a mark of everlasting light,

Above the howling senses’ ebb and flow,

To cheer thee, and to right thee if thou roam—

Not with lost toil thou labourest through the night.
Thou mak’st the Heaven thou hop’st indeed thy home..
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By REv. GEORGE BOWEN.

« He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him,
and will manifest myself to him.”—JoBN xiv. 21.

OME there are who willingly speak of themselves as
believers in Christ, but who would be displeased if you
were to address to them the question, Do ybu love Christ ?
Love to Christ does not well express their idea of the
feeling that a believer should have. There is something

too warm, too personal, too enthusiastic about this definition of

discipleship to suit them. They would view Christ at a certain
distance ; they would yield Him reverence, honour, trust ; but to speak
of loving Christ savours to them of extravagance. It is nevertheless
certain that this is the very sentiment that Christ most persistently
demands of His people. He freely speaks of it without the least
hesitation. “Lovest thou me ?” is His interrogation to every one
who professes to be His disciple. There are some who are very will-
ing to make use of Christ, as they are of the servants of Christ in
certain exigencies, but who prefer that there should be, for the most
part, no great intimacy, no very decided warmth of affection. They
would be united to Him by a cord so long that they may walk on
one side of the way and He on another. They deceive themselves
fatally as to the nature of a true union with Christ. Note the affec-
tion of the mother for her child, of the child for its parent. See how
the glances of the bridegroom and bride seek each other! Search in
the retrospect of your own heart-life for that which may best be
expressed by the word “love,” and you will be assisted to understand
something of the strength of that feeling which binds the believer to

Christ. Do you consent to recognise the obligation thus to love

Christ 2 Ts it your heart’s desire and aim thus to love Him? If

Not, you may immediately blot out your name from the book of

C%ndidates at the door of Christ. If you will not give up the idea

* Tuken by permission from the author’s “ Love Revealed' (David Douolas
dinburgh).
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that there may be faith without love, you must give up Christ. “ Kiss
the Son, lest He be angry and ye perish from the way.”

Ah, what a great gain it would be to many to give up thetrr Christ !
—to know their utter penury of all that heaven calls treasure, to take
deliberate knowledge that there is no essential difference between
them and the unconverted! How cruel of any to seek to confirm
them in their delusion ! How noble in us if we would help them to
.escape from the network of their imagination! How many there are
whose hope is an unsatisfying one, and who yet cling to it with
greatest tenacity. Ah, if they would only dare to die! “When the
commandment came, sin revived, and I died.” The apostle’s hope
died out, the consciousness of sin and hell-desert took possession of
him again. It seemed to him that Satan had come back upon him
and was reconquering him. DBut the fact was simply this—that
Satan, disguised as an angel of light, had been hitherto leading him
captive, bound by chains that were ornamented with passages of
Scripture, and that now he had begun to see the diabolic lineaments
of the guide whom he h# deemed celestial. It was well that his
hope and trust in such a mock saviour should be destroyed, and it
mattered little how much peace was dashed from him in the moral
revolution. The ruins of his old confidence are simply the stones
over whicli Christ, the true, the living, the all-mighty, the all-loving,
Christ, will haply be seen bounding on His way to the throne of his
heart.

If any man love not the Lord Jesus Christ, an anathema will be
his portion in the last day. It is the portion which he himself has
chosen. All are under the curse, and all are pervaded by the curse
(unforgiven sin is the curse), till the love of Christ comes into the
heart to annihilate that curse.

He that truly loves Christ will be content to learn of Christ how
he shall express his love. Some are willing to love Him, they think,
but they must be allowed to express their love in the way their own
heart may suggest. When He says “Go,” they reply “ Nay, but we
will sit at His blessed feet.” This sort of love is simply calumny.
They prefer themselves to Christ in the very act by which they pro-
fess to show their attachment. They prefer their will to His—that
vile, corrupt, odious will; they prefer their wisdom to His—an
abominable caricature of wisdom to the infinite wisdom of Christ. A
parent may love a child and yet do what the child dislikes; a husband
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may show his love even in acts that oppose the will of his wife, for
with him is authority, and with him, perhaps, superior wisdom ; but
what a monstrous position were this for a believer to take up with
respect to Christ

«e that hath My commandments "—hath them in memory, in
meditation ; hath them conspicuously in his mind where he can find
them without delay and trouble—is filled with the knowledge of his
Master’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding. The lawyer,
he that would know the laws of his state, with how much diligence
does he apply himself to the study of those laws until he has mastered
theni, and is so much at home among them that none can throw him
off his guard! The Christian must be a scribe instructed unto the
kingdom of God. See our Lord in the wilderness when tempted of
Satan ; what an admirable hold He had of the commands nf God! He
brought forth, in each instance, without giving the adversary the
advantage of a moment’s hesitancy, the very command that was
needed. If Christ needed thus to have the commands of God about
Him, surely the believer no less requires to have the commands of his
Lord present to him. We must seek, by the grace of God, to make it
a habit, an instinct, a second nature of our souls, to refer constantly
to the will of Christ. The vigilant and faithful helmsman never acts
as though he were the commander of the ship, but hearkens ever for
the voice that shall tell him what to do.

The commandments of Jesus are not grievous—the very oppesite;
they are the means of giving expression to our love. Where there is
love, there is a necessity for expressions of that love, and the loving
heart rejoices greatly in the opportunity of uttering itself. The
commandments of Jesus are in fact responses to the question of the
believer, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? In what way may
I give utterance to my love 2”

“He that loveth me shall be loved of my Father” Ah, Lord,
there are some who deny that Thou art God manifest in the flesh, God
over all, blessed for ever, by whom all things were made, by whom all
are upheld. While they profess to love Thee, they declare Thee an
impostor, guilty of one of the basest and most opprobrious of all
practices, the undue exaltation of one’s-self, and guilty of it in a
greater degree than any other man ever was. To love thewr Christ
were a sin indeed. How blessed the confidence of him who knows
unwaveringly that he who loveth Jesus is loved of the Father! The

H
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Father loveth the Son, and therefore he loves Him who loves the Sorr,
rejects him who rejects the Son.

We love Him because He first loved us. Our love is elicited by
His, and there are special revelations of His love granted to those
who give proof of love to Him. As the believer makes progress in
conformity with His will, he is enabled by faith to discover new
measures of Christ’s unmeasurable love,

“1 will love him that loveth Me, and will manifest myself unto
him.” We love Him because He first loved us; we are indebted to
His love for the very first spiritual exercises of our souls, as well as
for all that succeed in time and eternity. But there are special
revelations of His love, and special manifestations of His glory, made
to him who gives special evidence of love to Christ. One way in
which this special evidence is given is in seeking very earnestly those
special revelations. He that loves Christ counts all but loss for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ. His love “believeth all
things "—believes that there are unsearchable riches in Christ, and
that Christ is able and willing to impart of His blessed wealth to
those that seek it. We 'disparage Christ beyond expression when we
rest satisfied with what we have seen and known of Him. It is sheer
vanity for us to profess to admire Him if we do not, above all things,
desire and seek, not in the distant future, but in the immediate
present, those revelations of our Lord which made the disciples of
ancient times to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. They
saw Him not with the bodily eye; and let it not be thought surprising
that the highest joys which our souls are capable of experiencing
while they are in the body are awakened by spiritual contemplations.
Believers are spiritual. Even in heaven it is not the beholding of a
material glory that constitutes the crowning felicity of the redeemed ;
even in heaven the redeemed look back to Calvary. A Lamb as it
had been slain in the midst of the throne is what they gaze upon.
The saints in heaven excel us fully as much in their clear under-
standing of the sufferings and death of Christ as in other respects.

Christ hath promised to manifest Himself unto those that love
Him. How will He do this? By His Spirit. The office of the
Spirit is to take of Christ and show unto us: “Eye hath not seen, nor
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things
which God hath prepared for them that love Him,” said the ancient
prophets; “but these things,” saith Paul, “God hath revealed unto
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us by His Spirit.”  Does the word of the apostle seem to you to take
away the glory of the prophetic aspiration? This only shows that
you are shamefully ignorant of the power of the Spirit. The Spirit
of God is omnipotent ; He is omnipotent with reference to these souls
of others, with reference to the subjugation of sin and the communi-
cation of joy unspeakable. He is able to meet all the exigencies of
our nature, to heal our corruption, our depravity, our carnality, to
communicate His own hallowed and ecstatic perceptions of Christ,
and to fulfil to us the visions that floated before the inspired eye of
Isaizh. He is with us to make known Christ to us, and it will never
do for us to-think so meanly of His capacity as to doubt that He can
make Him known to us so that He shall be to us the chiefest among
ten thousand, the one altogether lovely.

Beligron i Gugland dring the Present Century.*

% HERE is no history which ought to be more interesting and
instructive than a history of our own times and of the
times immediately preceding them. Too often it may be
feared our studies illustrate the truth of the proverbial
saying that « distance lends enchantment to the view,” and
that that which is far off, whether in space or in time, possesses a
superior charm to that which is close at hand. During recent years the
progress of education and the rapidity with which our movements
are conducted have effected a marked alteration in this respect, and
strenuous efforts have been made to narrate, accurately and faithfully
events within the memory of living men, to depict scenes of struggle
and of triumph whose force will extend to distant centuries, and to treat
them with the same philosophical insight and comprehensive judgument
as are applied to the great and memorable scenes of more remote
ages, Graphic and picturesque narrative,subtle discrimination, power
to trace the course of historic developments, and to detect the

* RELIGION IN ENGLAND FRoM 1800 To 1850: a History. With a Post-
seript on Subsequent Events, By John Stoughton, D.D. In two volumes,
London : Hodder & Stoughton. 1884,
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frequently occult links of connection between cause and effect, may be
employed to as much purpose in depicting the events in which we or
our fathers have taken part, or at least have witnessed, as in seeking
to portray the men and the history of the ancient and medizeval worlds,

The story of religion in ¥ngland is none the less fascinating and
inspiring because it is so chequered, for, notwithstanding many draw-
backs, it is a story of progress. Tt tells of light expelling darkness,
of truth overcoming error and superstition, of generosity and love
subjecting to themselves the forces of barbarism, cruelty, and selfishness,
of righteousness vindicating itself against sin, of liberty surrounded
with trophies which have been wrested from the grasp of tyranny,
kingeraft, and priestcraft. Ceremonialism and traditionalism, infidelity
and vice, materialisin and culture, has each in its own way resisted
the influence of the Gospel, and the struggle is not yet ended; but
progress has been continuous, and the Church of Christ, with its
eyes turned towards the light, confidently anticipates the dawn of a
brighter day, and rejoices in the assurance that the future of the world
is in the hands of its Lord.

‘We are glad, therefore, that Dr. Stoughton has added to the obliga-
tions under which he had previously placed us by now setting before
us a vivid, accurate, and comprehensive picture of the life of the
present century. In his earlier volumes he narrated the history of
religion in England from the opening of the Long Parliament to the
close of the last century, and he has at length completed his task by
giving us a record of events bearing on the same subject down to
1850, with a supplementary section on events of a still more recent
date, ending with 1880.

Probably no living author is so well gqualified for this work, in all
its bearings, as he. To a style of singular transparency and grace, he
adds the charm of perfect frankness and scrapulous impartiality. He
is—though not without decided opinions of his own—a man of judi-
cial fairness, more anxious to sift the evidence and reach the truth
than to win a partisan victory. His theology is evangelical, and his
ecclesiasticism is the reverse of Erastian, or, we should say, that
in many respects he brings us in mind of the late Dean Stanley. At
times he is fully as picturesque, and groups his facts with no less
skill. He is patient, painstaking, and effective, not only in his deli-
neation of character and incident, but in his philosophical judgments
and in his endeavours to follow the thread of “the increasing
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purpose” which runs through the ages. Here and there his canvas
is, perhaps, too crowded, and his figures are occasionally lacking in
distinctness, and we have no doubt that his statement of dogmatic
differences will be regarded by many as deficient in precision, and as
failing to present the differentia of our various creeds and systerns in a
sufficiently strong and definite light. But no writer can combinc all
the qualities of perfect authorship, and we are not sure that it would
be well for us to have books which left nothing for the reader to
supply in the way of completion or adornment. The correction of an
author is often a more profitable exercise than acquiesence in his
indisputably accurate statements, and there is a delight in rendering
some of his pictures more vivid and pointed, and adding, now and then,
a finishing touch. TFor ourselves we can only express our grateful
appreciation of a history so comprehensive, so luminous, and so
rigidly impartial as this.

What a series of epoch-making events are crowded into the eighty
years of the present century! We will say nothing of the great
missionary enterprise which, though begun in the closing years of the
eighteenth century, conld scarcely be regarded as fairly established, or
to have taken firm root, until the earlier decades of the nineteenth.
Think, however, of the political and ecclesiastical changes which have
taken place—the Repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, the
Reform Bill, Catholic Emancipation, the Abolition of West Indian
Slavery, the Abolition of the Corn Laws, the Opening of the Univer-
sities to Nonconformists, and the Abolition of Church Rates. Or
think again of the new forms of religious activity—the establishment
of the Religious Tract Society, the British and Foreign Bible Society,
and the Sunday School Union ; the founding of the Congregational
and Baptist Colleges; the rise and progress of the Tractarian move-
nment and of the Broad Church party ; the formation of the Liberation
Society ; the controversies in relation to “ Presbyterian ” endowments
and the claims to them of the Unitarian party ; the Baptist contro-
versies as to Particular and General Redemption, with their results not
yet removed ; and as to Open and Strict Communion ; the Methodist
controversies and the branching off of so many of its members into
separate communities; the preaching of Edward Irving, and the rise of
the Catholic and Apostolic Church. Or, again, take the work of the
Congregational and Baptist Unions; the remewed activity of the
Episcopal Churcl, especially among the Ritualistic party; the preaching
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in cathedrals and the manifold other efforts at which the sleepy clergy
of a former age would have stood aghast; the rise of Young Men’s
Christian Associations, the formation of the Evangelical Alliance,
the efforts which have been made to refute rationalistic and sceptical
literature, the great advance of Biblical criticism and scholarship, the
still growing power of the press, as seen not only in our newspapers,
magazines, and reviews, but in a number of solid additions to our
literary, philosophical, and theological treasures, such as probably no
other century has equalled. It is plain that the nineteenth century,
notwithstanding its materialism and its absorption in physical and
mechanical science, is not destitute of the elements of chivalry and
romance. Vast as are the conquests it has achieved in the world of
matter, it can point to other and greater triumphs. The utilitarian
spirit has not destroyed religious faith, or bounded men’s interests and
energies within the splere of the seen and the temporal. There is a
celebrated passage of Lord Macaulay’s in which he descants, with
almost more than his usual brilliance, on the progress of physical
science and the advantages to human life it has secured. A pen less
<eloquent than his might easily construct an eulogy, not less striking
and impressive, on the immortal power of religion as the supreme and
dominating force of life, and on the greater than material gains it
ensures to men even in the present. We will venture to add that
the story told by Dr. Stoughton is itself an eloquent commentary on
this truth, and in future years other historians will find in his pages
ample materials to illustrate the “ romance of history.”

Dr. Stoughton has taken a prominent part in many of the move-
ments he describes, and has been thrown into intimate association with
many distinguished men, both in the Established and Nonconformist
Churches, and has therefore written with the accuracy of an eye-
witness, and has heen able to draw on his personal reminiscences for
many of his facts and illustrations. His sketches of such men as
Bishops Middleton, Heber, and Stanley ; of Keble, Newman, and Pusey;
of the Claytons, Pye-Smith, Andrew Fuller, John Foster, Robert Hall,
and Joseph Kinghorn ; Adam Clarke and Richard Watson; Edward
Irving ; Archbishop Whately, Julius Hare, Dean Alford, F. D. Maurice,
and Dean Stanley, are full of interest, and, in most cases, are rendered
attractive to the general reader by bright and pertinent anecdote. We
have not space at command to go through the volumes systematically
but will insert one or two brief extracts which will serve to show the
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charm of the work. The following picture of Legh Rivhmond and
Charles Simeon will be contemplated with pleasure :—

Of both Legh Richmond end Charles Simeon I have a vivid recollection.
I heard them in Norwich plead on behalf of societies with which they
thoroughly identified themselves, and which, according to a custom I believe
olsewhere observed, held their annual auxiliary meetings in the city at the same
geason. There were very few Evangelical clergymen in the neighbourhood then ;
but the churches where they preached were crowded with hearers, and the life
diffused stood out in contrast with surrounding apathy. The weck of these
Church anniversaries was a gala time for the Evangelical laity, increased by
visitors from Nonconformist congregations. St. Lawrence’s Church, in the
lower part of the East Anglian capital, was filled on such occasions ; and I can
now see Legh Richmond, with his pleasant, smiling face, and his large specta-
cles, mounting the pulpit stairs, with hig lame foot—the preacher attired, not
in white surplice, but in black gown, without anything of a priest in his
appearance and manner. He took for his text—his sermon was on behalf of
the Jews—*¢ For Thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust
thereof ; ”” and with a soft winning voice, and with ‘“ sweet reasonableness,” he
discoursed on the interest which all Christians should take in the Church of
God, and especially in building into it the ancient people of Israel. In St.
Andrew’s Hall, where religious meetings were wont to be held, he made a
speech on behalf of the Bible Society, full of anecd otes told in his own charac-
teristic style : relating, I remember,.a conversation he had with the Emperor
Alexander of Russia, when he visited England. Charles Simeon wasa different
man, not penetrating like dew, but coming down like °‘hailstones and coals of
fire.,” T was struck with the preacher’s force, even vehemence. He spoke as
one who had a burden from the Lord to deliver—as one who, like Paul, felt,
‘“Woe unto me if I preach not the Gospel !

No sections of the work have a deeper interest than those which
relate the origin and development of the Tractarian movement and
its associated ritualism. Of course our author’s estimate of the worth
of the movement would not be accepted by its partisans, but to his

statement of its doctrines they would not, we imagine, refuse their
assent.

In a few words, the Oxford doctrines were these: that Holy Scripture is
not the sole and sufficient rule of faith and practice; that the traditional
teaching of the Church, as well as the New Testament, is a part of the Word
of God; that the existence of the true ministry of the Gospel depends on
apostolical succession ; that the visible Catholic Church of Christ is bounded by
a connection with that line of ministerial descent ; that the grace of God which
saves the soul is * ordinarily  conveyed through the medium of the sacra-
ments; that they are more, much more, than spiritual symbols, being really
Divine occult powers, working wonders beyond the reach of nature; that these
cannot be effectually administered by any who are not in the chain of apostolical
Succession ; that we are justified by baptism and not by faith alone; that
baptism possesses regenerating power ; that the blood and body of Christ are
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really prosent in the Eucharist; that reserve is to be maintained in the public
ministry of the Gospel; and that, though the Popish doctrines of purgatory,
pardons, images, relics, and invocation of saints are contrary to Scripturc and
the Articles of the Church of England, yet there is a kind of purgatory, a method
of priestly pardon, a species of reverence for images and relics, and & certain
form of saintly invocation which may be maintained in harmony with both.

And not only is this exposition of the Tractarian principles candid
and accurate, but the sketches of Newman, Keble, Pusey, Hurrell, and
Froude are, we had almost said, sympathetic. Certainly Dr. Stoughton
has aimed to bring into prominence all that was good and true in their
character and work, and has shown us how we may all profit from
their lives. Associated with the Tractarian party there was a man
of more than ordinary power—if not in the pulpit, yet in the admi-
nistration of his parochial work—Dr. Walter Farquhar Hook, who was
successively Viear of Holy Trinity, Coventry, Vicar of Leeds, and
Dean of Chichester. Dr. Stoughton remarks of him :—

Dr. Hook always stood outside the Tractarian party, taking the liberty of
praising and blaming as he thought fit ; in this respect resembling Dr. Johnson,
who wished to monopolise all criticism relative to David Garrick. Hook would
let nobody either laud or find fault with Pusey, but he was not sparing himself
in the delivery of both favourable and adverse judgments on the Oxford
controversy. Hisindividuality and his practical assertion of the right of private

judgment was as pronounced as that of any Puritan or Nonconformist in the
land. '

Dr. Hook wrought a surprising change in the state of his parish in
Coventry, but it was in Leeds that he accomplished his greatest work.
During the twenty years of his ministry there he increased the power
of the Established Church in a remarkable degree. “He found it
with fifteen churches, he left it with thirty-six; he found it with three
schools, he left it with thirty; he found it with six parsonage houses,
he left it with twenty-nine” He was a leader in all kinds of
benevolent work, and the better to promote the moral and religious
welfare of the townspeople he became a teetotaler. He once persuaded
a drunkard to become an abstainer without taking the pledge,-offering
himself to try the plan for six months. “Ah,” said the man, “how is
each to know whether the other is keeping his resolution?” “It is
easily done,” replied the vicar, “ you come and ask my missus once a
month, and I will ask yours.” This was thoroughly characteristic of
« the vicar with the broad-brimmed hat.” We have ourselves more
than one pleasant recollection of him, and can- endorse Dr.
Stoughton’s estimate both of the man and his work. We will quote
it at length, as it not only proves how men of very wide divergences
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may live in kindly relations, but how much those of one school may
learn from another. Many among ourselves might take a leaf out of
Dr. Hook’s ministry.

He was just the kind of man to get on equally well with the upper and
lower classes. He was, while at Leeds, necessarily thrown much amongst
Dissenters, and between him and them there arose open controversies. Hard
battles were fought. He never failed to speak his mind, and without circum-
locution he would tell people what he meant. He used to say that schism was
a sin; but that every schismatic was not a sinner, for he might not act with
a schismatical intent. He would unchurch Nonconformity; but he did not
unchristianise Nonconformists. Some of them he treated as intimate friends,
all of them as neighbours to be regarded with kindness. He could write letters
on the good and evil of the Established Church, and on the advantages and
evils of an established religion, and he always distinguished between his Church
as Episcopalian, and his Church as connected with the State, also between
religion as an individual matter, and religion as, in his estimation, and
according to his idea, essential to the welfare of the political State. After his
retirement to Chichester he loved to talk over old times, and tell of his work
and warfare at Leeds, like the old soldier described by Goldsmith, He would
stroll in the deanery garden, and the fields beyond, and describe how he got
time for study by rising at five in the morning and working hard before
breakfast ; for, he said, at ten o’clock the knocking at the Leeds vicarage door
began, and incessant parochial claims kept him busy till ten o’clock at night.
Also he related how, whilst bold in maintaining Church principles, he visited
Nonconformists, and was drinking tea with a Dissenting minister when he
received an offer of the Chichester Deanery. How he took a leaf out of
Methodism, and instituted gatherings amongst his parishioners something like
class meetings. How, whilst he vastly preferred Anglican divines, he had read
with profit the writings of Nonconformists, and held in high estimation certain
preachers whom he knew; and how with his High Church views he coupled
an earnest, almost Lutheran, belief in the doctrine of justification by faith.
Memories of his warm-hearted English hospitality, of his John-Bull-like
characteristics, and of his catholic piety—which caused him to sympathise
with spiritually-minded Dissenters, though he was emphatic but not rude in
his disapproval of Nonconformist ecclesiastical polity—are cherished by me
with much affection, and I look forward with delightful hope to the  All-
reconciling world,” as John Howe called it, where present controversies will
melt away in the sunshine of new revelations.

We had also marked for quotation the delightfully written sketches
of Kingsley, Maurice, and Dean Stanley—that of Dean Stanley being
one of the finest, most discriminating, and appreciative we have seen.
If we have not referred at length to Dr. Stoughton’s account of the
Progress of our denomination, and his graphic portraiture of the men
whose memory we all revere, it is only because our readers aze familiar

with this side of his subject. On some future occasion, however, we
3%



36 Words in Season.

hope to return to it, and in the meantime will close by quoting a
reference to two men to whom our denomination is deeply indebted,
one of them happily still with us. The obligations under which we
lie to Sir Morton Peto—both in our politico-ecclesiastical struggles,
and in our more purely denominational work—are of no ordinary kind
and measure. His work, ag we know, has been lovingly appreciated, and
we trust that he will see in the continued prosperity of our churches, in
their growing intelligence and culture, in their augmented spiritual
power and generous evangelism, a proof that the services he so
efficiently rendered were not in vain. Dr. Stoughton says :—

““ A double work was undertaken in the Metropolis by a distinguished Baptist,
Sir Morton Peto. He built Bloomsbury Chapel, near Oxford Street, where,
nearly up to the time of his death, William Brock, after a prosperous ministry
at Norwich, laboured most successfully among the people of London. A
thorough Englishman, with a countenance inspiring confidence, a gift of speech
rich in Saxon utterances, a mind full of common-sense, a heart inspired with
warm affections, and habits of indomitable activity, he drew and kept together
a crowded congregation who contributed a new source of Baptist power, when
the denomination had been on the decline. Dr. Brock wasa Catholic Christian,
loving good men of every namne, and I have heard him tell how on Sunday
mornings, when he and his neighbour, the Hon. Mr. Villiers, afterwards Bishop
of Durham, met on the way to Church, the one would say, ¢ The Lord be with
thee,” and the other respond, ‘ And with thy spirit.” Sir Morton Peto soon
afterwards purchased and fitted up for worship, in Regent’s Park, the Diorama,
where painted views had been popular ; and he turned the place into a Baptist
chapel Dr. Landels was the first pastor.”

Words . Season.

S we write, Christmas, with its memories of our Lord’s birth
| and its great lessons of lowly, self-denying, and benevolent
service, is close at hand. Christ came into the world to die
for us men and our salvation. The spirit of His advent
requires us to love even as He loved. “For others” should be one
great law of our life. DBefore the memories and associations of the
festival have been weakened or obscured we should seek to stimulate
ourselves to a closer imitation of our Lord’s gracious example, and to
become in a larger degree than ever ministers of good to others. It
is (even in this world) more blessed to give than to receive,” and thus
also do we lay up for ourselves stores of profounder spiritual joy in
the world to come.

There is an old tradition which tells us that those whom we have
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gerved on earth shall be the first to welcome us in heaven, and on
that idea the following beautiful poem is based, which our readers
will be glad to possess in what we believe to be its original and

corvect form :—

“ When mysterious whispers are floating about ;
And voices that will not be still

Shall summon me home, from the slippery shore,
To the waves that are silent and chill,

When I look with changed eyes, on the home of the blest,
Far out of the reach of the sea,

Will any one stand at the Beautiful Gate
‘Waiting and watching for me ?

‘¢ There are little ones glancing about on my path
In need of a friend and a guide ;

There are dim little eyes looking up into mine,
Whose tears might be easily dried.

But Jesus may beckon the children away
In the midst of their grief or their glee :

Will any of these, at the Beautiful Gate,
Be waiting and watching for me ?

* There are old and forsaken who linger awhile
In the homes which their dearest have left,

And an action of love, or a few gentle words
Might cheer the sad spirit bereft.

But the reaper is near to the long-stanling corn,
The weary shall soon be set free :

Will any of these, at the Beautiful Gate,
Be waiting and watching for me ?

¢ There are dear ones at home I may cheer by my love,
There are wretched ones pacing the streets ;

There are friendless and suffering strangers aroand,
There are tempted and poor I must meet.

There are many unthought of, whom, happy and blest
In the land of the leal I shall see :

Will any of them, at the Beautiful Gate,
Be watching and waiting for me?

“T may be brought there by the unbounded grace
Of a Saviour who loves to forgive,
Though I helped not the hungry one close to my side,
And prayed but for myself while I lived.
But I think I shall mourn o’er my selfish neglect,
If sorrow in heaven can be,
If 10 one shall stand at the Beautiful Gate
Waiting and watching for me.”



38

The Late Beb. BHery Dokoson.

I URING the last half century few names have been more prominent
§ among the Baptists of Yorkshire and Lancashire than that of Henry
Dowson. He entered as a student at Horton College, Bradford,
24 under the presidency of the venerable Dr. Steadman in 1832, and
afterwards proceeded to the University of Edinburgh. He was called to the
pastorate of the Church assembling at Westgate Chapel, Bradford, in 1836,
then, and we believe still, the largest of our chapels in this district, and in this
post he remained for thirty years. It was Mr. Dowson’s privilege to minister
to a large and growingly influential congregation. He took a foremost part in
all branches of denominational and religious work, and devoted his energies
not only to the interests of his immediate neighbourhood, but laboured
throughout the county, drawing still more closely the ties by which the
churches of the Association were bound together, and aiming at the general
extension of our principles. He was, in his earlier days, a very powerful
preacher, a man of massive strength, of solid thought, thoroughly sound in
the faith, able to speak fearlessly of the things he had seen and heard,
and caring more for fidelity to conviction than for popular approbation. His
doctrinal views, according to the testimony of those who knew him best, were
clear and well defined, and he was one of those who, amid all changes and
unsettledness of faith, could say, ‘I know whom I have believed.” He acted
as Secretary of Horton, and afterwards of Rawdon, College from 1840 to 1864,
and on his retirement a handsome recognition of his services was made. In
1866 the College at Bury was founded on Strict Communion principles, and
Mr. Dowson became its first president. In this office he laboured with a success
equal to that which had been granted to him in his pastorate, and in proof of
this we are told that ““in 1873 a new home was found for the college in Man-
chester, and to Mr. Dowson’s labours and influence the denomination is mainly
indebted for the handsome building in Brighton Grove. Mr. Dowson discharged
with much efficiency the duties of president and theological tutor, and his
retirement in 1877 was viewed with regret by all friends of the college. As a
memorial of Mr. Dowson’s services at Brighton Grove, a special effort was made
a year or two ago to found a scholarship in connection with the college. The
effort was so far successful that a sum of £1,000 was subscribed and invested
for the ‘Dowson Scholarship.”” After his retirement, in 1877, Mr. Dowson
removed to the neighbourhood of London, where his preaching was much
appreciated. Perceiving a need for a Baptist church at Crouch Hill, he secured
s site for a building, and undertook the entire responsibility, pecuniary and
otherwise, retaining the pastorate until his death, For several years he suffered
from enfeebled sight, and it was feared at one time that he would become
totally blind. This, as will be remembered, gomewhat interfered with the dis-
charge of his duties as President of the Baptist Union, to which office he was
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olacted in 1881, His health had been graduslly giving way in consequence of
his suffering from diabetes. His death, which took place on November 23rd,
was hastened by an accident he met with some weeks ago when he was knocked
down by a van while crossing the street. Happily his sufferings were not great.
He died in calm and strong reliance on the merits of Him whose gospel it had
boecen his delight to preach. His life and example will be widely and lovingly
remombered. In his own circle few men have had a stronger influence than he.

Correspondence.

DRUNKENNESS IN INDIA.
To the Epitor of the Bartist Macazive.

QEAR SIR,—TI see from the Barrisr Macazivg, just to band, that
] Mr. Atkins, the Delegate of the East Indian Railway people to
England, has sent my letter to him on the evil effects of the
out-still system of excise in Bengal to the Barrist MicaziNe as
well as to other periodicals and papers in England.

Allow me, first of all, to correct one or two mistakes in the figures of my
letter as printed in the BaprisT MacazINg in September.

On page 421, instead of ¢ 22 gallons of London proof spirits out of one
maund of Mowah fruit,” &c., it should have been 12 gallons, and not ¢ 22.”

Then, on page 422, I am made to state that the excise revenue of Bengal
has gone in five years, since the introduction of the out-still system, ¢ from
£60,000 to over a mxrrIoN sterling.”” This should have been, not ¢ £60,000,”
but from £600,000 to over a MILLION sterling.

As your readers have had before them some facts about the terrible evils
of the Excise system complained of, it would be well that they should also
know what the result of the agitation kept up for years on this vexed
question has been.

‘While the reins of the Bengal Government were held by Sir Ashley Eden
there was not a chance of a hearing, and all remonstrances were simply
ignored, as the morality and the social welfare of the millions of Bengal had
wo chance to outweigh the higher (?) considerations of financial success to
the State. The rupee—like the ¢ Almighty dollar” in America, and the
“ Great Goddess Diana” in Ephesus—was the sacred Idol before which all
were asked to bow, and to which every other claim of social and moral
nature had to be sacrificed.

But better days dawned on India. A Viceroy {though a Romanist} who
feared God came to the country, and Bengal was blessed with a Lieutenant-
Governor who thought it his duty to protect the people rather than promote
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the revenue, aud not to fill the coffers of the State with taxes derived from
measures which fostered the vices and immorality of the subjects.

As soon as Mr. Rivers Thompson found that he had sound ground to go
upon, he appointed a Commissioner to make a searching enquiry into the
working of the out-still system of Excise. Two Europeans and two native
gentleman were commissioned to undertake the work, and though there was
but one of these who at first felt really convinced of the great evils of the
system, and at least one of the remaining three strongly prejudiced in favour
of the out-stills, yet, before they had half finished their work, they had
abundant proof of the tcrrible social ruin which Sir Ashley Eden’s pet
scheme had already brought upon the land, and the result of the inquiry of
this commission is the recommendation for the utter abolition of the out-
still system of Excise in all the large cities of Bengal, where the vice of
drunkenness had increased at a rate that was fearful to contemplate. His
honour the Lieutenant-Governor has approved of the recommendations of the
Excise Commissioners, and though the system 1is still to be continued in the
rural districts to prevent, it is said, illieit distillation, I feel persuaded in
my own mind that the fate of the evil system is practically sealed, and that
in the course of a couple of years we shall have the pleasure to see this
abomination swept clean away from Bengal.

There are two elements at least which will tend strongly to stultify the
present plan of having Government distilleries at the urban and the out-stills
in the rural parts of Bengal.

1. The wholesome restraints and restrictions now to be imposed on the
rentees of rural out-stills will so cripple the powers of the out-stillers that
they will not be able either to pay the high rents they used to pay to
the Government, nor yet reap the rich gains which they themselves have
been able to do. This itself will result in two consequences which, as it
seems to me, the Commissioners have overlooked. There will be, first, a
falling-off in the number of the out-stills that will be sought for by the
rentees; and, second, the amount of rent they will now offer will, I feel
sure, fall to less than one-half the money now paid for permission to manu-
facture and sell country spirits.

2. Nor will this be the only difficulty. Natives always go to the cheapest
shop for purchase ; and a few miles from town into the country will be
thought nothing of in order to secure out-still liquor at one-fourth the price
that it can be obtained from the ‘“ sidder ”* or Government distilleries.

When the natives of India are so very ‘ penny wise”’ that a man will
spend half a day in walking ten or twelve miles to avoid paying a penny or
two to cross a ferry, it is not at all likely the Hindoos, who have been taught
to drink by the facilities of the out-still system, will pay a shilling for
a bottle of native liquor distilled in a town when he can get a bottle of
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spirits quite as strong for intoxicating purposes for two or three pence a
fow miles off in the country ; so that I opine failure to the success of the
dusal system of Excisc that will now be introduced into Bengal, for which
I shall not be sorry, for it will result in the enfire abolition of a wicked
system of excise which has already wrought such terrible mischief in
Bengal.

As I have sent further details about the restrictions that are now to be
imposed upon the out-still system in the rural parts of the country to the
Freeman, it may not be necessary for me to repeat them here; and I
need but say that it is to me and to many others a source of great satis-
faction that the efforts put forth to expose the enormous evils of the system
now condemned by Government itself have at last borne such salutary and
desirable fruits; but I am sorry to add that the drink trade is still advancing
in India, and that the ¢ cheap’ and poisonous spirits that are imported
into the counfry so largely are taking a pernicious hold upon ‘¢ young
Bengal,” who think it respectable and ‘‘English like” to drink their
¢ Brandy pawny ” like the sakibs, who indulge so freely in strong drinks.
I am happy to say that among truly Christian people of India f0fal abstinence
is now the rule, and very few missionaries or nonconforming ministers here
taste the ‘‘ cursed thing.”” All missionaries to India should be abstainers
entirely from the use of all alcoholic drinks, for the simple reason that if
a man makes any use of them, however moderate, he is put down as one
who ‘‘drinks,” which by the people here simply means one who ¢ gets
drunk,” as natives always use intoxicating drinks in order o make themselves
drunk. Taomss Evaxs,

Mussoorie, November 15th, 1834.

Bebietos,

JouN WycLIrrE AND His ENGLIsH PRECURSORS. By Professor Lechler, D.D.,
of the University of Leipzig. Translated from the German. With Additional
Notes by the late Professor Lorimer, D.D. A New Edition Revised. With
Chapter on the Events after Wyecliffe’'s Death. London: Religious Tract
Society.

The five hundreth anniversary of Wycliffe’s death has suggested to the Com-

mittee of the Religious Tract Society the propriety of issuing in a cheap form

the ablest, most learned, and most complete biography of the great Reformer
which has yet been written, Dr. Lechler’s work has been placed in this post
of honour by the universal consent of theological and ecclesiastic scholars, both
on the Continent and in England, and it has, we believe, gained a similar
recognition in America, We made ourselves acduainted with Prof. Lorimer’s
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translation of the work, which appeared some years ago in two volumes, and
were at once impressed by its comprehensiveness and thoroughness. As a
narrative it reads with a pleasant and easy flow ; its portraituro of character is
vivid, its analysis is penetrating, its philosophical insight is clear, its theological
judgments are sound. The conditions and surroundings of Wycliffe’s life, as
well as the successive stages of his personal development, are presented with
lucidity and force, so as to give us a distinet and powerful impression of the
man and his times. If we were shut up to a single biography, this is unquestion-
ably the one we should select, and so comprehensive is it that, with it in our
hands, we should scarcely require any additional aid. The present edition is,
moreover, a great improvement on its predecessor. The notes from unpub-
lished Wycliffe MSS., which form a consecutive and complete view of the
Reformer’s opinions, are given at the foot of each page, instead of at the end of
the chapters. An analytical table of contents has been supplied, and sidenotes,
giving a summary of each paragraph, have also been inserted. These are
specially valuable to the student. A new chapter has been added, containing
the substance of Dr. Lechler’s second volume on The After Effects of Wycliffe.
The well known initials 8. G. G. are a guarantee of the loving and reverential
care with which the translation has been, revised, and the various improve-
ments effected. Dr. Green has spent much time in research connected with
Wycliffe, going back to original sources, and traversing the whole ground with
an enthusiasm which could have been inspired only by a sincere love of the
principles which Wycliffe was one of the first to understand. Dr. Green’s
own short biography of the Reformer, and his collection of anecdotes, indicate
his profound interest in the theme. A more useful and timely work, the
present publishing season will not yield us. We ought to add that, while the
book is not only so admirably edited, but beautifully printed and strongly
bound, it is published at about a third of the price of Dr. Lorimer’s previous
translation. It is certainly a marvel of cheapness.

THE EarLY Days oF CHRISTIANITY. By F. W. Farrar, D.D. Popular
Edition in One Volume.

THE L1rE AxD WoRDS oF CHRIST. By Cunningham Geikie, D.D. Part 1.

Tue OLD TESTAMENT COMMENTARY FOR ENoLISH READERS. Parts I.—IIL
Edited by Bishop Ellicott.

THE PoETICAL Works oF H. W. LoxarerLow. Illustrated. London:
Cassell & Co.

The one volume edition of Canon Farrar’s ¢ Early Days of Christianity,” which
has been issued in ten monthly parts, is now complete, and forms a convenient
as well as an attractive-looking volume. It isa work of no less eloquence and
learning than its companion volumes—¢ The Life of Christ’’ and ¢ The Life of
St. Paul ’—and, though it is not without grave defects, the more we read it the
more we are surprised at its manifold excellences. It is a really great work, and
in its present form it will secure a circulation equal to that of the most popular
novels.
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Dr. GQeikie’s * Life and Words of Christ ”’ is another magnum opus which has
passed through thirty editions ; different in character from Dr. Farrar’s—by no
means so picturesque and brilliant—but equally learned and perhaps more
philosophical in its style. It is an indispensable aid to theological study, and
we ate heartily glad that Messrs, Cassell have purchased the copyright of it and
are about to issue it in a serial form. Paper and print can only be described
as handsome.

To the “ Old Testament Commentary,” we have so often given our hearty
commendation that we need do no more than announce the fact of its re-
issue.

Each successive number of the fine art edition of LONGFELLOW excites our
admiration., It is in every way superb.

JosEPH MAZzINI: A Memoir by E. A. V. With two Essays by Mazzini—
““Thoughts on Democracy ” and *‘ The Duties of Man.” London: Alexander
& Shepheard.
Among the sixpenny reprints of great books this is one of the most opportune.
The career of the great Italian patriot yields a deeper interest than that of
fiction, The purity of his private life was as beautiful as the disinterestedness
and heroism of his public actions. He was a man of rare and versatile power,
and possessed in an altogether uncommon degree that personal fascination which
inspires enthusiasm and aids the triumph of a noble cause. How much Italian
freedom and unity owes to Mazzini it is impossible to tell. But for his work as
a writer, a politician, and a military organiser, matters would to-day have
been in a very different state. We do not agree with all his opinions, either
political or religious; but we admire the disinterestedness and heroism of his
life, the beauty and eloquence of his writing, and the solid worth of his main
principles. The exquisitely written * Memoir” by Mrs. Venturi is a mnoble
study, and will do much to promote the growth of a healthy Liberalism.

THE Lirk or JEsus CurisT. By James Stalker, M.A. New Edition.
SCENES FROM THE LIFE OF JEsUS. Lectures by E. Lehmann. Translated by
Sophia Taylor. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 38, George Street, 1885.

Mr. STaLKER’S “ Life of Jesus Christ” was originally published as one of Messrs.
Clark’s handbooks for Bible-classes, and in that form it has passed through several
editions, and may still be had. Numerous requests have, however, been made for
a somewhat better and more costly edition, free from those marks of a handbook
which are apt to impede rather than aid the general reader. The mechanical
helps of the class-room are, therefore, here laid aside. Type, paper, and binding
are greatly improved, and the volume is handsomely got up. The work itself is
one of the most valuable and suggestive contributions which any British author
has given us to the study of this peerless Life. Mr. Stalker has made it his aim
to exhibit in the briefest possible space the main features and the general course
of that Life, “so as to cause the well-known details to tlow together in the
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reader’s mind, and shape themselves into an easily comprehended whole” In
this aim he has admirably succeeded. His thoughts are concise, and carefully
arranged ; his portraiture is vivid, and occasionally brilliant ; his style is
picturesque, and his art is not more striking than his philosophy is profound.
On its own lines, no work in our language is superior to this,

Mr. Lehmann's “ Scenes from the Life of Jesus ” consists of a series of lectures,
delivered before the Union for the Imner Mission at Leipsic, and are avowedly
popular in treatment and style. They are seven in number, and deal with such
themes as Jesus, a Home Friend (Luke x. 38-42) ; Jesus, the King of the Heart
(Matt. xix. 16-22) ; Jesus in the Storm, Jesus the Physician, Jesus the Conqueror
of Death (John xi); Gethsemane and Golgotha. They display considerable
expository power, and, while they are not directly critical, they embody the
results of the latest rescarch. Their tone is devout ; their aim practical ; their
faith distinctly evangelical ; and they are none the less acceptable because of
the author’s firm, unwavering confidence in the great verities of the Gospel.

They are worthy of a high place in our devotional literature.

(1) TeE TwOSISTERS. (2)SCARLET ANE-
MoNEs. By L. T. Meade, Author of
“How it all Came Round,” &c.
London: Hodder & Stoughton.

(3) CARLOWRIE; or, Aniong Lothian
Folk. Ursura VIviaN, THE
SisTerR MoTEER. By Annie S. Swan.
Edinburgh : Oliphant, Anderson, &
Ferrier.

(4) Arvorp’s RESOLVE. By Mrs. Lucas
Shadwell. (5) “THE ADVISER,” for
1884. Glasgow : Scottish Temper-
ance League.

(6) THERE 18 A FRIEND FOR LITTLE
CHILDREN. By Jessie F. Armstrong.
London : Hodder & Stoughton.

FIRST come two booklets by that skilful
writer of short stories, Miss L. T.
Meade. Dainty as to cxterior, they are
excellent within. “ The Two Sisters”
(1) is a pretty tale, prettily told, of two
charming twins; a tale of love, and
misunderstanding, and sacrifice—that
is to say, a very noble motive and a
rather foolish action—and explanations
and a happy ending. You may read it
in an hour, or less, and dream of it for
days, or more, “ Scarlet Anemones”

(2) is longer, but not less attractive, It
is the story of a little blue-eyed boy
who lived with his mother in a chalit
in the beautiful borderlands of France
and Spain, and \who admires, with alla
child’s singleness of heart, the flowers
that give the book its title. One day,
when on an expedition to distant
friends, he becomes doubtly lost: lost
in silent adoration of his floral deities,
and lost also by his companions. He
is, in fact, stolen by some reprehensible
burnt-cork minstrels, What his adven-
tures are, and how he is found at last,
and brought safely back to his mother’s
arms : these are things it is not meet
for us to tell. The little ones must
digeover them for themselves ; and that
the search will delight them is beyond
question. Both stories are written with
humour and right-feeling ; and—what
is hardly less notable—with no small
skill.

Two books by the author of * Alder-
syde ” (3) may well raise expectation ;
that it will be satisfied is more than we
dare prophesy. Bothcontaingood points ;
and both are marked with signs of
great haste, and, in parts, with positive
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unreality. On these matters we might
say much if time and space permitted ;
more particularly because Miss Swan
clearly possesses gifts which call for
more careful uses than are visible here,
Literary criticism aside, however,
¢« Carlowrie ” presents some admirable
sketches of ¢ Lothian Folk”; sketches
whose humour and insight are notable
enough. Miss Swan is evidently most
at home in the delineation of characters
like Mrs. Beatoum and Miss Ritchie ;
and it is to be regretted that we see so
little of them. Still, the heroine is a
winsome and true-hearted girl ; and the
story of her trials is sure to interest.
¢ Ursula Vivian” bears a suspicious
resemblance to Elsie Beatoum ; but
her surroundings are totally different,
though her sorrows and difficulties are
not less great, nor surmounted less
bravely. Needless to add that both
stories contain touches of genuine
pathos, and that they are permeated
with sincere Christian feeling.

Mrs. Shadwell’s little work (4) is a
stirring and effective temperance tale,
fuli of vigorous incidents, and not less
vigorous teaching. Arnold himself is
a very admirable fellow, and his
“Resolve,” considering what it cost
him, as tremendous as it was high-
minded. By toil, faith, and a little
good luck in the shape of a burglary
which he was able to frustrate, and so
to save his employers from ruin, he is
eventually requited fora sacrifice which
very very few in this world, we fear,
would make as readily as hedid. Mrs.
Shadwell points her moral remarkably
well ; may her little book go forth and
do good far and wide.

The Adviser (5) is so well-known that
recommendation from us seems un-
necessary. Itis emphatically a book for
young people ; full of excellent reading,

pretty pictures, and ornamented texts fit
for tiny minds and loving hearts,

Last and best of all, however, is Miss
Jessie Armstrong’s admirable story for
children (6). Anything more tonching
we have not read for long; anything
more inspired with the charm and
sweetness of child-nature, and the
beauty of Christian faith, we do not
wish to read. True to life, it possesses
original features; and its manner is
as its matter poetical and pathetic.
The descriptions are excellent; the
“harvest home,” for instance, is very
bright, and there is a “children’s
service” which is distinctly new in
idea, and moving in effect. We should
like to see it in the hands of every
child this Christmas-tide ; and older
folk should read it for their own sakes,
as well as for the very little ones who
cannot read.

RevEraTioN : Its Nature and Record.
By Heinrich Ewald. Translated from
the German, by the Rev. Thomas
Goadby, B.A., President of the Bap-
tist College, Nottingham.

Encycrorzpia of THEOLOGY. By Dr.
J. F. Rabiger. Translated by the
Rev. John Macpherson, M.A. Find-
horn. Vol. I. Edinburgh: T, & T.
Clark, 38, George Street.

THE two new volumes of Messrs. Clark’s

Foreign Theological Library are equal

in interest to any of the preceding

volumes, and although we have not
had time to examine them with the

thorough and minute care their im-

portance demands, we have read more

than sufficient to convince us of their
greatand, weneed not scrupletosay, their
exceptional worth. The two works are
very different in point of style. Ewald,
notwithstanding the massiveness of his
learning, and the subtlety and strength
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of his thought, was a facile and pleasant
writer. He is often diffuse, and occa-
sionally involved; but there is a rich
poetic glow in his writing which gives
to it a singular charm. Ribiger, on

the other hand, while clear and crisp,’

is dry. He writes with the precision
and point of a trained scientist in theo-~
logy, and does not delight us with
flashes of brilliant exposition and imagi-
native fervour. Ewald’s name is now
familiarto Biblical studentsofall schools.
In his present work he deals with the
framework of the Divinerevelation. Re-
garding revelation as possible and neces-
sary, he distinguishes its various forms,
tracing their progress from the earlier to
the later stages as we possess them in the
sacred Scriptures. He endeavours “to
read revelation, religion, and Scripture
in the light of universal history and
the common experience of men, and
with constant reference to all the great
religious systems of the world.” The
doctrine of the Word of God as the em-
bodiment of the divine thoughts and
purposes and the educator of our
spiritnal life is profoundly and
snggestively discussed. The trans-
lator disclaims agreement with the
peculiar views of his author, and in
this he isright ; for Ewald is frequently
one-sided, dogmatic, and arbitrary, and
his doctrinal system comes far short of
the Evangelical faith, His conceptions
of the work of the Holy Spirit are egre-
giously defective, and act detrimentally
on the general current of his thought.
Put his main aim was synthetic and
constructive. In relation to many of
the speculations which have gained
currency, Ewald’s works are distinctly
conservative ; and Evangelical theolo-
gians and scholars find in him valuable
help, and, indeed, regard him as indis-
pensable in their scientific study of

Scripture, and of the history of religion,
He is, notwithstanding his grave defects
and errors, one of the most suggestive
and helpful writers of this century.
This is certainly a noble book, and will
be appreciated not less than his other
and larger works.

Ribiger is, as we have said, a well-
trained and expert theologian, with a
mastery of the whole field of study.
His work has gained high distinction
in Germany, and will speedily find its
way into the colleges, the theological
halls, and the ministerial studies of
Great Britain. It is rigidly scientific,
placing before the beginner an outline
and a bird’s-eye view of the entire course
of theological study, and indicating the
scope and limits of the different de-
partments of theology ; suggesting the
problems to be solved, and the points
of view that must be taken in accord-
ance with the demands of science.
Ribiger’s method is material, as op-
posed to the formal. He does not con-
cern himself simply with the arrange-
ment and distribution of the different
branches of his subject, but also with
their detailed contents, and the methods
of treatment to be adopted in relation
to them. He further dwells on their
manifold inter-relations and connec-
tiony, and treats each branch as a com-
ponent part of a great and harmonious
whole. His analysis is keen, his con-
struction bold and firm ; he has broad
philosophical insight and vigorous
mental grasp, and his work is one with-
out which no professional theologian
will be content. We must congratu-
late the translators of these volumes on
the grace and fidelity of their render-
ings. Mr. Goadby has given us a
translation which reads with all the
charm of a worlk written in beautiful
English,
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Oup TesTAMENT CHARAOTERS. New
Tidition, Enlarged, with Fifty-
eight Illustrations. TaE PrECIOUS
PRoMISES ; or, Light from Beyond.
By Ounningham Geikie, D.D.
London : Hodder & Stoughton.

THr former of these two works may,

as Dr. Qeikie tells us, be regarded as a

condensed epitome of some prominent

portions of his Hours with the Bible.

The work Was issued some years ago in

a handsome quarto ; it is now published

in a cheaper and more popular form.

The sketches, though too brief for

scholars, are admirably adapted for

general reading, as they are well and
pleasantly written. Their information
is abreast of the times ; they are graphic
in style and generally suggestive. The
re-issue of the work entitled “The

Precious Promises ” will be welcome to

many hundreds of readers. It is a

work which has carried consolation into

innumerable hearts. Its grasp of divine
truth is clear and strong, its views are
devoutly evangelical, its spirit is tender
and sympathetic, and it is written with
a corresponding delicacy of style.

HosEea ; with Notes and Introduction.
By the Rev. T. K. Cheyne, M.A,,
D.D. Cambridge : At the University
Press. 1884.

THE new issue of the Cambridge Bible
for schools and colleges will attraet at-
tention, both on the ground of its in-
trinsic merits and as the production of
Dr. Cheyne, one of the foremost Hebrew
scholars and Biblical critics of our day.
The prophet of the decline and fall of
Israel must always be an interesting
figure to Biblical students, and the
questions relating to his domestic his-
tory will continue to be the subject of
eager discussion. Dr. Cheyne holds that

only Chapter II, of the prophecy is
allegorical, the rest he regards as fact.
His discussion of this and other ques-
tions in the introduction is masterly,
his analysis of the book is clear and
full, his comments combine lucidity
and breadth of insight, soundness of
judgment, devout evangelical fervour,
and vigorous masculine sense. This
little book is the work of an accom-
plished Christian scholar.

TAe CASE FOR DISESTABLISHMENT :
A Handbook of Facts and Argu-
ments in Support of the Claim for
Religious Equality. London: So-
ciety for the Liberation of Religion
from State Patronage and Control.
1884.

TRE value of this manual i3 at least in
inverse ratio to its size. It is small
but weighty, full of indisputable facts
and unanswerable arguments. Its ap-
pearance is opportune and its circula-
tion, which is sure to be extensive,
cannot fail to hasten the consummation
we all desire to see. The religious, the
political, the historical and legal argu-
ments are successively dealt with in a
frank, manly and trenchant style. The
doings of the Ecclesiastical Commission
furnish food for grave reflection. The
evil of the traffic in livings is powerfully
exposed, the practical failure of the
Established Church is proved to demon-
stration, and disestablishment is shown
to involve mothing which as Christian
men and as patriots we should not be
prepared to welcome. We earnestly
advise our readers to purchase this able
and powerful book, and to place it in
the hands of friends who as yet have
shrunk from the adoption of Free
Church principles,
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Ixpia : Its Condition, Religion and
Missions. By Rev. James Bradbury,
thirty-four years Missionary in India.
London : John Snow & Co. 1884.

Tais is one of the most important and
trustworthy accounts which has recently
appeared on the condition of India, and
brings into small compass a view of the
character, institutions, social and reli-
gious condition of the Hindoos. The
sections on the Tenure of Land, on
Marriage, on the Women of India, and
on Education are specially interesting.
Mr. Bradbury proves by indisputable
facts that missions in India have been
the reverse of a failure. His vindica-
tion of the character of the native
Christians is exceedingly fine. The
plea with whicl: the book closes for the
union of Evangelical missionary socie-
ties has our hearty sympathy, and we
trust it will be the aim of all our asso-
ciations to work towards this desirable
end.

A MeMoir oF WiLmam Hunry Doks,
Late Missionary to the Congo River.
By his Fathor. London : Alexander
& Shepleard.

A BRIEF but bheautiful life, told in a

brief and beautiful memoir. How

touching it is to think that a father
should have to write memorials of his
son ! But in this case it is true of that
son that “he being dead yet speaketk.”

We are glad to have this record of his

short career. Its perusal will do much

to awaken in the minds of young
nen a true missionary enthusiasm.

We shall never forget the farewell

meeting in the Mission House, when

we bade Mx. Doke “ Good bye till then,”
nor will he be forgotten by our churches.

The sketch written by his father is

rendered of still greater value by the

letters of Dr. Maclaren, Mr. Baynes, Mr.

Chown, and other friends. Young

mexn, buy this book, read and study it
again and again.

LITERARY NOTES.

WE have been favoured with a sight of the advanced sheets of a work
which cannot fail to be of rare interest to Baptists. The Rev. S. A. Swaine, of
Brompton, has just issued his expected ¢ Faithful Men or Memorials of
Bristol College, and some of its most distinguished alumni.” It is a work
of extensive research, and at the same time is bright pleasant reading., It
makes a handsome octavo volume of 376 pages, with the valuable addition of
an index. Mr. Swaine evidently has a talent for this kind of work, for
although the labour must have been considerable, yet it has plainly been
congenial. In due time we hope to give a full review of it. Glancing at
the table of contents we note the vast service Bristol College has been to
our denomination. It is remarkable how many leaders of thought amongst

us, how many of our truly great men have found their training in that
ancient institution.

In another part of our MAGAZINE we have given a chapter of ¢ TLove
Revealed ”’ (Meditations on John xiii. to xvii.), by George Bowen, Missionary at
Bombay. The book is published by Mr., David Douglas, of Edinburgh. It is
a delightful and refreshing work, refined in thought and style and profoundly
gpiritual, 'While reading it we seem to be sitting at the very feet of Christ.
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THE MISSIONARY HERALD.,

The Outlook.

S-the transition is made from the old year to the New : thus completing

one definite period of time to commence another, the friends of
Christian missions might very naturally inquire as to the progress which is
being effected in the missionary enterprise. It is perfectly true that the
¢ Great - Commission” of the Lord Jesus Christ would require diligent
obedience were there no sigps, whatsoever, of progress—enough for the
servant that the Master should have given His orders; but when the
results following Christian effort are so abundant as to astonish those who
have put them forth; their recognition both homours God and encourages
to fresh endeavour. None of our readers will suppose it possible to place
on record the actual amount of good which has been wrought during the
past twelve months a.mongstv the heathen. We do mnot possess any
apparatus for periodically measuring spiritual influences. For aught we
know, in that particular part of the mission field where no confessions of
the Saviour have giaddened the heart of the persevering though sometimes
weary missionary, the All-seeing eye may perceive preparatory processes
secretly working towards mighty issues. But without taking into con-
sideration the manner in which ancient beliefs and customs, especially in
India, are being silently and surely undermined, the visible results are so
numerous, the manifest effect of preaching the Gospel amongst the heathen
is 80 decided and so extensive, that he must be unbelieving indeed who can
question the utility of missionary labour. As we take our outlook, we feel
that the present condition and the prospects of the work are more than
sufficient to inspire gratitude and confidence. Each succeeding year bears
witness to its ever-growing importance. Let it be remembered that as far
as the Christian Church in this country is concerned, foreign missionary
operations have not been in existence more years than those of the lifetime of
some individuals now living. It is very little more than fourscore years
since William Carey sent home from India the cheering news to Andrew
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Fuller of the baptism of Krishu, the first Hindoo convert, and that the first
page of the New Testament was composed for printing in Bengalce. To-dry,
the Heralds of the Cross are proclaiming ““the good news” in cvery land;
converts arc to be reckoned by hundreds of thousands; the Word of God,
rendered into all the known dialects and languages of the earth, is being
widely circulated ; whilst commerce, education, frecedom, civilisation, all
the world over find in the missionary their forerunncr and their most
helpful ally.

Robert Mackenzic 1s no utopian dreamer when he writes in his History of
the Nineteenth Century:—*“In the foremost rank of powers destined to
change the face of the world stand Christian missions . . . . all other
enterprises of bencficence must yield to this magnificent attempt to expel
debasing superstitions, and convey into every heart the ennobling influences-
of the Christian religion. The success already attained gives sure promise
of results, the success of which we as yet dimly perceive. . . . Every
year increases the power of the agencies which are employed, and widens the
sphere of their influence. In the priceless results already gained, we
discover warrant to expect that in some not very remote future the
missionary will fulfil his daring and glorious programme—the educating and
christianising of the whole heathen world.”

It is very evident that time is on the side of the missionary cause. Every
year the opportunity for carrying on its operations becomes more extended,
and the need for its influences more urgent. The most important question
now is not, Where can the missionary go ? where will it be possible for him
to dwell >—but, Is the consecration in the churches sufficiently developed to
enable them to aceomplish the work waiting to be done? The prayer now
need not be that God would remove barriers— would open great and
effectual doors ; but, rather, that He would graciously pour out His Spirit so
that His servants may be prepared and constrained to take full advantage
of the providential answers which He has granted to the prayers of former

years.
OUR PROGRESS.

But leaving these general observations and becoming more particular, how
are we as a Missionary Society affected by the review of the year now past,
and the prospect of the year upon which we have entered ? Like brethren
of other kindred institutions, we have recently been widening the sphere of
our agency. To this extension our committee have felt themselves divinely
impelled. In Carey’s spirit they are, indeed, ‘‘attempting great things.”
Their resolutions, ratified by the unanimous and enthusiastic approval of
the representatives of numerous churches in the autumn at Bradford, commit
the Society to prosecute their labours with morc vigour in India; to the
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addition of fourteen missionaries to the staff in China; and to the planting
of ten stations on the Upper Congo River.

Upon these resolutions they are acting. Alrcady eight of the fourteen
new men for China have been accepted. The land for one station at
Lukolela, thrce hundred miles towards the interior from Stanley Pool, has
been securcd. The steamer Peace has returned from a successful expedition
as far ag Stanley Falls, where the last of the ten stations is to be established.
The friendliness of the native tribes along the entire distancc has been
reported. And the offer of sites for the whole of the proposed stations at
a mere nominal rental by the African International Association has been
made. The proccedings of the deeply important conference, now being held
in Berlin at the time we go to press, are most decidedly favourable to the
prosecution of our proposals.

Such, then, are the circumstances of the mission as we enter upon this New

Year.
OUR FINANCIAL CONDITION.

And now, what can we say with respect to the manner in which the
churches at home are supporting the committee in their onward movements ?
As our financial year is not coincident with the calendar, but closes on the
31st of March, and as by far the larger part of the year’s revenue comes in
during the last three months, we are not able to state on the 1st of January
how income may stand to expenditure. We can only compare the present
period of our current financial year with thc corresponding period of last
year ; and, as we do so, we find there is a total increase (including a donation
of £2,000) in the contributions of £1,550. The expenditure shows a slight
increase, but it must be distinctly understood that this increase will be
greater during the next three months, in consequence of the departure of the
new missionaries.

‘We have included in our comparison the above-named donation. It should
however, be said that this gift is almost the only one which as yet has been
received, whilst last year before this date several such gifts, and some of them
large sums, had been contributed. In the absence of these occasional dona-
tions, we cannot but feel a degree of thankfulness that the general contribu-
tions have been so well sustained. We take this opportunity to plead the
claims of the mission with our friends, who have frequently cheered us with
their generous remittances, as also with others whom God has blessed with
temporal good. How greatly encouraged should we be if, as New Year’s
offerings, such donations were to be forwarded!

But whether encouragement of this kind be granted or not, this, the last
quarter of our financial year, will soon come to its end. We dread a debt.
‘We shall do our best to avoid a debt.
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Will our friends—the pastors and officers of the churches, the secretarios
and collectors, our Christian brethren—everywhere co-oporate with us in
this desirable endeavour. Let this be done, then our funds will prove more
than sufficient to enable the society to carry out its present noble and
blessed purposes. JoEN Brown Mryxss.

Africa for Christ.

The Congo Mission.
TIDINGS FROM THE INTERIOR.

Br Revs. T. J. ComBER AND GEORGE (YRENFELL.
(8ee Map for particulars of route.)

HE following graphic account of the first long voyage of the s.s. Peace
cannot fail to deepen and strengthen the interest of our readers in the
Congo Mission, revealing, as it does, the marvellous way in which the road
into the very heart of this long-neglected and degraded continent is opening
up. Surely the call to prosecute the grand enterprise of winning Africa for
Christ with truer earnestness and larger self-sacrifice is loud and distinct.
The road is indeed ready, ¢ and the path made straight.” We cannot draw
back—we dare not. Shall we not rather resolve to carry on this work with
intenser zeal and completer consecration ? Reinforcements are most urgently
called for—the fields are ‘ white already to harvest.” Who will come forward
to the help of the Lord —to the help of the Lord against the mighty? Both
men and means are needed, and the need is urgent and immediate. Brothers

and sisters, we appeal to you; we beseech you help us, and help us quickly.

¢ Stanley Pool, Congo River,
“ August 21st, 1884.

¢ DEAR Mg. Baywes,—You will have
been expecting further news of the
steamship ¢ Peace,’ and also of ber first
journey before this; but you will allow
that her having been built, launched,
having made the necessary trial trips,
and run a journey of 1,200 miles all
within a few days more than four
months, has not left much time for
letter-writing. Then, again, until we
had really given our little craft a
tliorough trial, we were not in a position
to speak of our success as amateur
shipwrights and engineers; bhut now
that we have safely returned from
Mangala, a point midway between the

Pool and Stanley Falls, we feel we can:
speak more confidently about our work,
and better calculate the possibilities
before us.

THE 8.8, “ PEACE.”

““Friends at home will be glad to
learn that the Peace answers every
expectation in the matters of speed,
simplicity, and comfort. We need
never be afraid of being caught by
canoes if we have only good firewood
on board and wish to keep out of the
way. As to simplicity of management,
I think it will suffice for us to tell you
that we ran the whole distance without
any mishap that involved delay, or
even the stoppage of the engines.
Shaw and Scott, who both figure in
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the picture in the July HERALD, doing
all the engineering, Thanks to our
exceptionally light draught, and the
warnings given by the lead, the sand
banks gave us very little trouble, there
being no place where, after a little
searching, a chamnel could not be
found. Even with four days’ fuel on
board, and our multifarious stores of
barter goods and food, we only drew a
little more than fifteen inches. Ome
thing that helped us not a little was
the experience gained in the small
boat at the commencement of the year,
Ebokea, who pulled stroke oaron that
.occasion, doing most of the steering.
Str FrANCIS DE WINTON.

“ It was our pleasure, during the first
ten days of our journey, to have the
company of Col. Sir Francis de Winton,
Administrator-in-Chief of the Inter-
national Association, and also that of
our good friend Mr. Gill, of Stanley
Pool, who was acting as his secretary.
Sir Francis was a most agreeable fellow-
traveller, taking a very real and sym-
pathetic interest in every phase of our
work, from the establishment and modes
of procedure at our stations, down to
taking his turn at the wheel, wood-
cutting, and bread-making. He is a
thorough-going campaigner, and so can
manage to enjoy life anywhere. You
may be sure we enjoyed his company.

Boys AND ANXIETIES.

“In addition to ourselves, Mr.
Maloney, who had come up from
Wathen, our passengers, our crew of
a dozen, and three men, we were taking
to prepare the ground for building at
Lukolela, we ventured to take with us
eight of our schoolboys, thinking that
to take them on a long journey would
tend to enlarge their ideas of things:
the world is & very little place to some
of their minds. But, however desir-
able it may be to enlarge their ideas,
we very much question if either of us
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will ever again face the responsibility
of personally eonducting a party of
eight unruly young cubs for a twelve-
hundred-mile tour. In the cold morn-
ings the stoker wes their very dear
friend ; in fact, so attached did they
become to the stoke-hole that most of
them left bits of their skin sticking to
the steam-pipes, contenting themselves
for a time with a few swathes of ban-
daging, with rolls of which we were
fortunately fairly well provided. In
the middle of the day when the stoke-
hole had lost its charms, the water
became a great temptation to them, and
a constant source of anxiety to us; for
not only there were the risks consequent
upon their not being able to swim, but
the grave possibility of hungry croco-
diles being on the prowl. On one
occasion we came very near to a dis-
aster, by a boy, while playing, falling
overboard, dragging another with him,
who, like himself, could not swim.
Happily, the small boat was able to
reach them without much loss of time,
and we are now rejoicing in the fact
that notwithstanding the risks of fire,
water, and rapidly revolving machinery,
by God’s good favour we have brought
them all safely back again.

FUurL AND WEATHER.

“Though our youngsters were such
a trouble to us, yet they could be very
helpful at times, especially when fire-
wood had to be carried from some little
distance in the forest. Cutting wood
was our big work from day to day.
Everybody joined in it, and we did
fairly well if we managed to get enough
in three or four hours to suffice for the
remainder of the day. On these occa-
sions quantity was not the only desi-
deratum : if we had bad wood it meant
going at three to four miles an hour ;
with good wood we managed ten.

«But though fire-wood was a con~
stant care,” and involved many an
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aaxious look out as we wended our
way hetween apparently interminable
sand banks, travelling in the Peace was
luxurious compared with iourneying in
our twenty-six feet boat, which sufficed
for the journey to the equator at the
commencement of the year. We were
especially grateful for the awning, far-
mishing, as it does, such asplendid pro-
tection from Dboth sun and rain, ever
present contingencies on the Congo ;
for though we start in the cold season
we are not half way along the Congo
before we are into the hot, and though
we start in the dry, as we did this
time, before we reach Mangala we find
the rainy season in full swing.

TaeE Coxgo MIissION.

A reviewer, criticising the account
of a recent voyage up the Congo, refers
to it as a ‘thrice-told tale, and the
newspapers just to hand are so full of
Congo news that we can easily imagine
it possible that by the time thisreaches
you, our friends at hiome may be tired
of the whole business. But whatever
M.P.s and merchants may do with the
Congo, the Congo mission, as a Baptist
Missionary Society question, remains
the same ; nay, with increasing light
and better knowledge of the people and
country, our work appears as more and
more imperative, and we are thus con-
strained to lay the matter even more
fully before you, our brethren, at home.

*“Having decided we could devote five
weeks to a prospecting tour in the Peace,
we were enabled to get under weigh by
nine o'clock on the 7th July, and by
the time for dropping anchor in the
evening, we found ourselves right
beyond the Pool, and well into the
narrow portion of the Congo, which
extends for about 100 miles. (We trust
our friends who read this letter will do
so with our map before them, as it will
areatly help them to form an idea of
what we have done and what we pro-
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pose to do.) The next day brought us
almost to Mswata, which, counting
Kinshasla and Kimpoko, on the Pool,
is the third International station beyond
Leopoldville. Haviug passed Mswata
and proceeded five miles, we come in
sight of the French station at Gauchus,
on the opposite — the right — bank.
Another five miles brought us to the
next International station, at Kwa-
ruonth.

Trr Kwa River.

“ At this point we determined to for-
sake the Congo for awhile, and started:
the following morning to go up the
Kwa, or the Hari Nkutu—which the
natives call the Bochini—as far as the
junction which it makes with the
Kwango. This furnished us with some.
little excitement, for we were rather
uncertain as to the temper of the people,
and knew nothing of the character of
the river. So far as we could learn, it.
had only once previously been visited,,
and that time by Mr. Stanley, some
two years ago. A map, which appeared
in Mr. Johnston’s recent book, gives the
distance to the junction as twenty-five
or thirty miles east of the point where-
the Kwa falls into the Congo. We
found it fully three times as far, and
had many and many an anxious look
across the miles of sandbanks from the
awning top before we got a glimpse of
the water-way we sought. Its being so
much farther than we had expected
resulted in a greater curtailment of the
time we had at our disposal for the-
main river than we had bargained for.:
However, we were well repaid for
making the défowr by our coming into
contact with the chieftainess of the
Wabuma, a strong-minded woman, who
rules one of the most important trading:
communities on the Congo.'

“The Kwa for the first thirty miles
has a mean course of N.E, be-
tween steep grass and scrub covered’
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sandy hills, of from 200 to 500 feet in
‘height, and having narrow fringes of
timber along the water’s edge and in
the valleys. Along this reach of the
river, which has a width varying from
a quarter to three quarters of a mile ;
navigation involves great care, by rea-
son of the many rocky reefs which
stretch themselves out into nearly
mid-stream. From N.E. the course
gradually wears round into an easterly
one for another thirty miles or so; but
where the course changes mnear the
friendly town of Bo, the river takes
upon itself the character of the higher
reaches of the Congo, widening itself
out among sandbanks and islands into
lake-like expansions, of from two to
five miles wide, and five to fifteen miles
long.

MuseIE Town AND Nea NEKABL

“It was after journeying about
fifty miles, and passing the second of
these expansions, that we came in sight
of Nga Nkabi’s Mushie town (the
capital of the Wabuma country), which
is a series of hamlets, extending some
two or three miles along the north
bank. We rather hurt her ladyship’s
feelings by not steaming straight away
til we came opposite her residence.
However, by getting up anchor again,
and accepting her personal pilotage,
we were able to comply with her
qwotions as to what was the proper thing
to be dome, and to drop anchor within
4 stone’s-throw of her house. Sheisa
wery capable, energetic woman, of but
few words, but who evidently knows
her own mind and rules her subjects,
though she made but few pretensions
in the way of state ceremony.” What-
ever ler rule may be, her people are,
without exception, the best specimens
of the African we encountered on our
Journey. Well formed, intelligent, and,
by comparison, industrious, it is not
surprising that they are among the
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most successful traders on the river.
It is not at all unusual to encounter a
fleet of from ten to twenty cances all
heavily laden and bound down to the
Pool, where all trade has to forsake the
water-way and take to the land. We
often met these canoes weatherbound,
for when the strong westerly breezes
gpring up, the water becomes altogether
too rough for their canoes, nearly laden
down to the gunwale. These breezes
were so strong sometimes as to send the
water flying right across the deck of
our steamer, compelling us once or
twice to ease down the speed lest we
should tow the boat under. As we lay
at anchor at Mushie, we often had as
many as thirty canoes alongside, each
one containing somebody anxious to
sell something. Besides being good
traders, they are geod handicraftsmen,
making not only their own canoces, but
a considerable number for sale. We
saw between one and two hundred
canoes along their beach, and several
new ones in course of being finished
They are roughly made}in the forest,
then brought home to have the final
touches put upon them. There i
always hope for people who do not
think it beneath their dignity to labour.
Our Bateke neighbours cannot carry
their own brass rods when they go to
make a small purchase, or their fowls
or eggs, if they have them to sell. They
must have a boy er two dangling at
their heels. Even Nga Nkabi her-
solf, who posed with an air quite
¢ Napoleonic, as she came to visit us,
standing among her crew of stalwart
men, wielding paddles whose shafts
were completely overlaid with brass,
did not seem to think it out of order,
when she went on shore again, to get
into a little canoe with another woman
to go fetch a present of a goat and
some plantain, and bring it alongside
for us. We were prepared for a favour-
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able impression of the Wabuma people
from our experience of them at Kin-
tamo, where there is mostly a settle-
ment of their traders. They come
down and sometimes stay for months,
and we thus have time to become
intimate with them. Many of these
people recognised and welcomed us. A
very noticeable feature among them is
the number of bright-eyed little folk
they have both in their towns and
trading camps, contrasting forcibly in
that matter with their Bayanrsi neigh-
bours, and speaking not only in their
favour socially, but to those who know
the details, very forcibly in their favour
morally.

A Goop OPENING.

¢ Altogether Nga Nkabi’s town was
the most promising position we saw for
a mission station; and we trust our
numbers will soon be sufficiently
augmented to allow of our occupying
this point, where we are assured of a
welcome. Of course, they have but
very indistinet notions concerning our
object, though we tried to tell them.
It is not to be expected from a single
visit. They are quite expecting us.

“The country about Mushie is very
picturesque, the town itself being built
on the slight elevation which lies
parallel with the course of the river
and the hills behind, from which latter
it is separated by a strip of low-lying
land where they have their corn, sugar
cane, and cassada farms. The people,
perhaps, number three thousand, with-
out estimating the population of the
many separate towns which acknow-
ledge Nga Nkabi’s sway. Their lan-
guage appears to be qguite a distinct
one, though they understood Kikke,
the language which commences at the
pool, and is altogether different from
the Kishi;Congo dialects whieh obtain
from thie lower river up to Kintamo.

HERALD. [Janvany 1, 1885,

Tine Kwaxgo RiVER.

“After leaving the two or three
miles of hamlets constituting Mushie
the river trends S. by K. for about
thirty miles to its junction with
the Kwango, which comes f{rom the
S.S.E, and is a fine stream of 400 to-
500 yards wide, with an average depth
of two fathoms and a mean current of
amile and a-half per hour. Though
this is a very considerable river (Living-
stone speaks of it as very swift and 150
yards wide at a point 500 miles south
of where we saw it), yet we judge it to
be very much smaller than the one
from the N.E. explored by Mr. Stanley
ag far as Lake Leopold in 1°30’ S, lat.
‘We should have liked to push our way
up both these streams, but had to be
content with going a mile or two up
the Kwango. Here we noticed that
instead of the hitherto universal four-
walled houses, the natives built round
ones, which denoted pretty plainly onr
having reached the borderland of a
distinct people. Not only did we
notice that these houses were similar to.
those found by the Portuguese travel-
lers, Capello and Ivens,some 200 miles
south, but we also recognised the same
peculiar hat-like mode of dressing the
hair as depicted in their sketches.
Unfortunately, we were unable to open
communication with these people, as
they were too nervous to reply to our
questions or respond to our salutations.
They simply ran along the bank, spear
in hand, dodging behind the trees, as
though afraid of harm we might possibly
do them. DBy the next time we pay
them a visit they will have heard of
our peaceable character, and lost all
fear, and very likely have become as
impudent and overbearing as many of
their neighbours become as soon as they
have recovered from their surprise at
the sudden apparition of white men in
their midst. Jrom that point of the
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Kwango which we saw to that where
Capello and Ivens last saw it, some
180 or 200 1niles, there is a fall of about
1,000 feet, or, say, an average of five
feet per mile, a fact that pretty plainly
indicates that the available waterway
is comparatively short, and that we
must not expect any extensive area of
country to be opened up thereby.
Capelle and Ivens speak of the place
they reached as ‘an immense desert
over which the silence of death reigned
supreme.’

“Having just had alook at the Kwan-
go, we set out upon our return to the
point of our departure, calling at our
friend Nga Nkabi’s, and spending an
hour or two there on the way, occupy-
ing in coming down a little more than
.a day and a-half in covering a distance
that had required five days for the
ascent. By the time we reached Kwa
mouth, Sir Fraucis found one of the
expedition steamers waiting to convey
him to the Pool, whither he at once
proceeded. The following morning we
resumed our Congo voyage, leaving
Kwa mouth, which we determined by
observation to be in 3° 14’ south lati-
tude, and proceeding northward. Our
mext stage, like our previousone on the
Congo, was characterised by few or no
people on the right bank, though we
passed a whole series of towns on the
left.

CHUMBIRI'S TOWN.

“ The chief of Chumbiri’s town,
which was our first stopping place, we
Lad heard had been deposed and killed
by his son ; so we were quite prepared
to find another ruling in his stead, but
hardly prepared for the son’s version of
the matter—that his father had gone
up river to buy ivory ! We were un-
able to decide upon its truth, and had
to put up with his oily pretensions of
friendship for ourselves, and the grease
and powdered redwood which he trans-
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ferred from his person to our clothes,
as he persistently took our arms and
squeezed himself in between us as we
walked the narrow paths of his town.
Here it was that we found a San Sal-
vador man, who had been sold away as
a slave. He was very glad to see some
one who knew his country, and recog-
nised in that fact that he had an extra
claim upon our generosity, and we had
not the heart to dispute it with the
poor stranger in a strange land. San
Salvador lies very near all our hearts.

“ Aboutfour milesbeyond Chumbiri’s,
we saw a remarkable stony hill, com-
mon enough in the cataract region, but
conspicuous here where all the hills on
both sides for the previous hundred
miles had the smoothly-rounded con-
tours peculiar to the sandy ranges of
this part of the continent. These hills,
of from 200 to 700 feet in height, for
the most part rise immediately out of
the water on the right bank, while on
the left bank the ascents are com-
menced by gentle slopes which, to-
gether with the rocky points jutting far
out into the water, afford sites for the
numerous towns we passed. Some of
these points were extremely pic-
turesque, and run out so far and so
acutely into the water that the towns
built on them front the river both up
and down, but generally these rocks are
quite steep, and some run up to thirty
and fifty feet in a perpendicular line,
and thus afford no landing-place. The
natives, however, have ample beaclies
and water approaches within the beau-
tiful bays which stretch from point to
point.

DIFFICULT NAVIGATION.

“Soon after leaving Chumbiri’s, too,
we came in sight of the Lone Island,
which, though apparently standing all
by itself, as we proceed we discover to
Dbe only the first of the countless islands
which are the cver-present feature of
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the river from this point to Stanley
Falls. Hereabouts, too, we exchange
the deep water and the dangerous recfs
of rocks for shallows and sandbanks so
numerous and channels so intricate
that we often lose sight of the main
land and have to rely upon our com-
pass for the course. The current
certainly tells us whether we are going
up or down, but when the channel is
two miles wide to ‘go up’ or ‘down,’
is not always sufficient. It isimportant
to steer a straight course, and hit the
right bank, and not to wander about
in a maze at haphazard, and find one-
self on the wrong one. After thirty
miles or so among these islands and
sandbanks, the hills once more approach
the river, and on the slope of these
hills on {the Eastern bank, ranging for
tbout a couple of miles, we find the
Bolobo towns, of which Ibaka is the
supreme chief. On the quarter of a
mile or so of debateable land which
lies beyond these towns, and before
reaching the Moi¢ district, we find
the Boloba station of the Inter-
national Association. With the ex-
ception of Ilebu and of the Bangala
towns of Liboko, we found mo
place containing so large a population
in 50 small an area as Bolobo-Moié. To
estimate the population is very difficult,
but we think it may safely be put down
as over 5,000.

Bovrogo.

“In Bolobo, as im Chumbiri—
and indeed, having scattered them-
selves everywhere, right down to the
cataracts below the Pool—we find
the Bayansi, or, as they call themsel ves,
the Babangi people, all having emi-
grated from Ubangi, opposite Ngombe
(see map). In adjacent Moié we find
Banunu people, the Banunu being pro-
bably the indigenous race. Inland are
said to be the Batende. Bolobo has, as
we have said above, about two miles of

[Janvary 1, 1885,

villages composing its town. Moié is
rather bigger than Bolobo, and its vil-
lages, cach under its separate chieftain,
extend further back from the river and
higher up the sides of the 100 feet hill
which backs them. Between Bolobo
and Moi¢ there is generally enmity,
and one can generally reckon too on
internal dissensions in. each distxict,
one chief of Bolobo frequently not
being “on speaking terms” with his
fellow chief. Although Ibaka is the
special and perhaps biggest chief of
Bolobo (being the white man’s chief or
friend), he is not by any means the
only one. There are Lingenji, Yam-
bula, Katula, Oruru, Yinga, Biangala,
Itumba, etc., etc.—in all eighty chiefs !
The chief characteristics of Bolobe-
people appear to be drunkenness,
tmmorality, and cruelty, out of each of
which vices spring actions almost too
fearful to describe. Inhearing of theses.
one living out here almost gets to feel
like calling the people terrible brutes
and wretches rather than poor miserable
heathen. The light of their consciences
must condemn them in most of their
sins,

HgAaTHEN LIFE.

% On the afternoon of our arrival,
accompanied by Lieut. Liebrecht of the
Association Internationale, we walked
through all the towns of Bolobo and
Moié. In Bolobo it was a great day, a
gala day, indeed. The wife of one of
the chiefs had died somewhere away,.
and, of course, there must be four or
five days and nights of orgies—any
amount of dirty sugar-cane-beer swill-
ing, unbridled license in every species
of sensuality, and a grand finale of fair
human saorifices, each victim, mark
you, being a poor wretch of a slave
bought for the purpose! Drums beat-
ing briskly, circles of *fine” women,.
wearing the great heavy brass collar
(28 to 30 1bs. !), dancing and clapping.
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rythmically, and plenty of people about
in all the streets. The victims were
tied up somewhere; of course, they
would not tell us where ; but were said
to be apathetically and stolidly await-
ing their fate—bowstring or knife—
both being Babangi ways of killing.
Remonstrances and pleadings on behalf
of these poor victims were all in vain,
Another cruel tragedy was also to
shortly take place. Prices of certain
food were to be arranged, and, as a sign
-or seal of such arrangement, a slave was
to be killed thus—a hole was to be dug
‘between the two towns, and the victim's
arms and legs broken, and he thrown
into the hole to die, mo one being
allowed to give him food or drink.
Oh, Christians at home, think of this!
Very few children are seen in any
Babangi town, and this may easily be
explained by the immorality of the
people. The towns are kept large, and
the population sustained chiefly by the
purchase of slaves, who frequently re-
ceive the tribal mark—two rows of
raised blebs along the forehead from
-ear to ear. In most countries and
itribes, owners of male slaves have to
jprovide their slaves with wives; but
-among the Babangi, it would seem that
the chiefs keep an extra-large number
of wives, and allow their slaves per-
mission to consort promiscuously with
-any of them—except, probably, favour-
dite ones.

More TowNs.

|

“The Moié towns look very pretty
from the river, many of them being
very picturesquely laid out. The
Banunu inhebitants are at present
shyer than the Bolobo Babangi, and
communication with them has hitherto
been more difficult. The women and
children (the Baenunu have more
children than the Babangi) frequently
Tan away; one young woman especially,
whom we noticed, actually showed her
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teeth at us viciously, like a wild
animal, as our glance turned towards
her. Banunu houses are built in rows
of four or six houees, in form the same,
but larger than Babangi houses, a small
yard between each two, but the
whole row or set under one roof.
A few of the houses are ornamented
with human skulls, one having as many
as thirteen. Circling round the bases
of large trees here and there were many
hippopotamus’ skulls; we counted as
mapy as thirty, showing that these
people hunt (probably harpoon) the
hippopotamus.

¢ Of course, in walking through these
towns, we tried to make friends with
the people as much as possible. We
know scarcely any of their language,
and can do very little with them more
than make friends on these first short
prospecting visits. But we have said
a great deal about Bolobo-Moié dis-
trict, because here we are desirous of
having one of our stations ; in fact, have
provisionally decided so to do, the
population being dense, and the people
appearing as friendly as anywhere—
save Nga-Nkabe’s on the Bochini
River.

“ At Bolobo we got further observa-
tions for latitude, and place it in
2°13' 0" 8.

“ From Bolobo we steamed on past
some very pretty hill scenery, passing
Moié Nkunju and Sakamimbe, charm-
ingly situated on spurs of rocky tree-
clad hills, and prettily embowered in
trees. These people seem to have
picked all the best sites. On this
stage (as between Kwa Mouth and
Bolobo) we had a passenger, Lieutenant
Liebrecht, *accompanying us to Loko-
lela. For the whole of the distance,
one hundred miles, we saw abso-
lutely nothing of the opposite bank
of the great river we were ascending ;
but, keeping somewhat near the eastern
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shore, and a general N.E. direction, we
passed among the islands in channels
of from 150 to 1,500 yards wide, in
generally shallow water. Towns were
very few, as the map will show. Hip-
popotami were more plentiful than we
have ever before seen them, several
which we shot we left for the natives
to follow and tow on shore, and they
must have had grand ¢feeds’ One we
sent our boat after and landed, thus
obtaining fat for the engines, and any
amount of meat for ourselves and
people (hippo steaks, if fat, are very
agrecable, as we found). We also saw
threc clephants, but the rate at which
the Peace was going prevented our get-
ting near them. As, on the third day,
we approached Lokolela, we found the
current much stronger; and at last,
the first time for 120 miles, we saw the
opposite shore. Just above Lokolela
the river narrows from its hitherto un-
known width to a mile and a-half.

LOKOLELA.

¢ Lokolela, you will remember, was
fixed upon as a site for our sixth station
(Liverpool), and was described in the
letter of July. The whole of Lokolela
and its vicinity is densest forest, from
the water’s edge up its gentle slope
reached to a height of about sixty feet.
Giants of trees—cotton trees, African
oak, &c.,—with a girth that takes the
edge off your axe almost at sight of it.
We leing already so few in number,
that while we were away only six
brethren were distributed over our five
stations, there was no brother, of course,
to take charge of our new Liverpool
station, which will probably wait for
Mr. Bentley ; but friends at home will
be glad to hear that although so short-
handed, we have actually commenced
our new and sixth stution of Liverpool,
Three men from Victoria and Bimbia
(of our West African Mission) are
placed there with three months’ stores
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of food, a great cross-cut saw, and six
good axes, and, after clearing a little
ground in the great forest, they will
build a temporary house. Our station
there, as here, will adjoin that of the
Association. -Of course, it is very
likely that in the future, as we get to-
know the towns and peoples better,
sites of up-river stations may bealtered,
as we have had to alter them below
on finding others more suitable, i.e.,
Underhill, from Mussuca to Tunduwa,
Bayneston ; from Isangila to Vunde
and Wathen ; from Manyanga to
Ngombe. For such alteration, of
Liverpool or other up-river stations,
we must be prepared.

“The villages of Lokolela are smaller
and somewhat more scattered than
those of DMoié, Bolobo, and other
Babangi towns below, although Loko-
lela people too belong to the same
enterprising tribe. They differ very
much, however, from their more
wealthy fellow-tribesmen at Bolobo
and Chumbiri, and are much milder
and more pleasant in disposition.

“The chiefs are three in number, two
of whom have the name of Yuka, and
the other—apparently the principal—
Mangaba., As was the case in the other
stations of the Association, the gentle-
man in charge of Lokolela station, Mr.
Glave, accompanied us in our first wallk
through the town. At Lokolela we
stayed two days, fixing our site,
‘wooding up’ for the steamer, and
making good friends with the people.
They seemed all very glad to hear that
we were coming to live amongst them,
and to teach them, and the chief, Man-
gaba, with whom we made special
friendship, promised to go on with us
to Bangala, to introduce us to the
chiefs there. All is promising for ouv
work there.

NGOMBE

“TLeaving Lokolela on the 23rd July,
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we slept just below Ngombe, which we
reached early the following morning.
Here the river narrows again, having
expanded, ns usual, between the two
places, Opposite Ngombe, a little
above, is the Albangi River, evidently
a considerable body of water of a light
clay, whitey-brown-paper colour, con-
trasting strongly, for many miles re-
fusing to mix with the dark brown
water of the main river. The two
bodies of water flow side by side,
always with a great deal of commotion
and splashing waves at their edges of
contact, as if jostling with each other
on their way down. The same is very
noticeable, too, at the Lulango River
much higher up, the water of which,
flowing alongside that of the big river,
is inky black.

“ At Ngombe, where there is a ‘post’
of the International Association, we
have a little branch of Bangala people
who seem to have pushed down past
Tlebu, but who probably came wvia
Albangi. Ngombe point is very rocky,
masses of ferruginous conglomerate
cropping up on the point, and forming a
hill of some fifty feet high.  There are
plenty of people at Ngombe, and they
appeared very friendly.

“ About twelve miles further on and
we came to a splendid set of towns, of
which mention was made in the July
letter—viz., Bathunu, Boshende and
Ilebu. In this set of towns, especially
the last two, which are separated from
each other by a stretch of country of
about 2 mile in length, we have prob-
ably the densest population yet seen by
us on the Congo, not excluding Ban-
gala towns. The people literally
swarmed, the crowd coming to ome
point of beach numbering about 500
people. Here, as at Ngombe, and in
fact almost all further towns on as far
as Liboko, there are isolated stretches
of rocky banks where the overlying
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soil seems particularly [fertile, and
where the people have built. Some-
times this rocky bank, washed by
the current, assumes the form of a
squared and artificially constructed
quay for distances of twenty to fifty
yards. The towns, especially Ilebu
ones, go extensively back, away from
the river, an unusual thing, as if the
suitable building land along the river
front was not sufficient for the people.

BOSHENDE TowNS.

“We anchored off, and went ashore
at Boshende, walked to the chief’s
house, he in turn paying us a return
visit on board, and bringing a present
of goat, &c. At Ilebu we slept, of
course, going on shore to make friends
with the people. The principal chiefs
are Ipaka, Mbeka, Makwala, and Man-
gombo, and we made special friends
with Ipaka, an old man. We walked
about the towns, and found each chief
sitting on his stool outside his house,
ready to give us a welcoming shake of
the hands. Talking to the people of
Ilebu and Boshende was very difficult,
whether on shore or when they came
to see us on board the Peace. There
was always a deafening din of voices.
Mayango, chief of Boshende, and Ipaka
of Ilebu, as well as almost every
friendly disposed man of importance,
from Chimibiri up to Iboko, were very
desirous to seal friendship by the
ceremony of blood-brotherhood, which,
among the Ilebu, Babangi, and Ban-
gala people, is very, very common ;
but the rite is so meaningless and
empty, and appears to have no
binding force, that up to the pre-
sent we have always refused to
drink blood with any one; and
our arms, unlike those of a few upper
river travellers, and notably the arms
of all Ilebu and Bangala chiefs, are not
covered with a lot of marks, scars of
blood-brotherhood.
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A NEw StaTION.
- Ilebu, or Tlebu-Boshende, is the

third fresh site we have chosen for one
of our future stations,

“ Our choice was determined by the
extreme populousness of the district,
and the appearance of the people, who
seem less rowdy and overbearing and
more friendly than the Bangala. higher
up, Since fixing upon Ilebu, however,
we have not seen the people, and so
they as yet know nothing of our wish
to build in their country, although
there is no doubt they will be very glad
to have us.

“The people about Ilebn are always
spoken of as a distinet tribe, which
includes Tlebu proper, Boshende,
Butunu, and Mantumba, up the river
of the same name. Their origin is at
present, however, a little uncertain,
and they are possibly immigrants, like
the Babangi.

“ Fram Ilebu, forty miles, up to the
towns of the Inganda district, we saw
no signs of population. These towns,
commencing from Bojungi, may be
called the Comgo Equatorial towns,
running from about six miles S. of the
Equnator to and up the Ruki River
six miles N. of the Line; and the
station Mr. Stanley has established
there he calls Equatorville. It is
again difficult to assign the people
to a special tribe, although we be-
lieve them to be indigenous.

CoNGo EQUATORIAL Towns.

« The Congo equatorial towns are
divided up into districts as follows :—
Bojungi, Mbongo, Inganda, and Bwan-
gate. The population is very scattered,
and many of the villages, specially in
jower Inganda, consist of only a few
tumble-down lopsided houses. In the
Bwangata eection, however, the villages
were better, At the Mbongo below, the
people seemed very rudely-bold and
troublesome, and it seemed almost as if
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they wanted to fight us because we would
not stop and go ashore at their rocky
beaches. Inganda wasespecially interest-
ing to us, because our Livingstone In-
land Mission brethren are going to build
there. They have a fair sphere above
the Bwangata towns, but a small diocese
below, These people about the great
Ruki River (hitherto known as the
Tkelemba) are the most primitive of
the people we have hitherto met. They
are the only people we met who use
the bow and arrow. Here, too, we
first saw an African shield, and found
most men walking about with bow and
arrows and shield, or spears and shield,
or else a murderous knife, of which
more presently.

“They also, for the most part, wore
hats of monkeys’ skins; the head of
the animal coming to the front of their
heads, and the tail hanging down
behind. In spite, however, of their
coiffure and arms, they did not appear
wild or savage.

HagprraTioNs oF CRUELTY.

“That they -are cruel, curiously
and ingeniously cruel, we know from
the description given us by Lieut.
Vangele, the chief of Equatorville
station, of the methods of cxecution
obtaining amongst them,  Certain
victims die by the knife alluded to
above, and others have to afford to the
bloodthirsty spectators the pleasures of
the chase, These last are given a cer-
tain start across country, and then are
pursued in full cry by all the people
armed with spears and bows aend
arrows. An obstinate victim who will
not run well causes disappointment,
but others are said to make a ‘fine
run’ before they .fall, pierced with
arrows and spears.

“The death by the knife is given
thus. The victim is tied down to
stakes driven into the ground, in a
squatting position, his arms behind
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him, and his head bent well forward.
Round the chin and coming to a loop
at the top of the head is a stromg
plaited rope. Four feet or so in front
ig a strong young sapling, which with
great force is bemt down until its top
reaches the loop at the head of the
victim, to which it is made fast. The
sacrificial knife (a strange sickle-shaped
affair, the hollow fitting the eurve
of the neck) is brought, and, after
a little playing about with the miser-
able doomed man, a smart deft stroke
is given which never fails to sever the
head, which springs high in the air by
the relieved tension of the sapling. In-
deed, interior Congo is one of the ‘dark
places of the earth, full of the habita-
tions of cruelty.’” We have been told
that among the Babangi, on the death
of a chief, scores of victims are sacrificed.

EqQuaTOoRIAL DRAMA.

% Strangely contrasting with these re-
volting deseriptions, we saw at Equator-
ville & very pretty little performance
by children, lasting several hours, and
consisting firstly of clever dancing and
then of a little bit of operatic acting,
after the style of a Greek play, the
chorus part of which, was very prettily
rendered by little girls of eight to
twelve years old. A strange-looking
bier was carried in: on the shoulders of
four men. On tha top of it was some-
body or spmething covered over with
red baize cloth. Sitting up at one end
and looking along it. was a pretty little
girl, looking sad and mowrnful. This
bier (a native bamboo bed) was placed
on the ground and swrrounded by the
‘chorus '—six little givls. A plaintive
song was chanted by a woman who
eame to the side of the bier, which was
chorused by the little girls. It was
really sweet and sad ; in fact, the idea of
drama in Central Africa suxprised us
altogether. We could understand but
little of the words sung, but caught the

THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 17

frequent repetition, at the end of the
chorus, of *Ka-wa-ka,” he is not dead.
After a time the spells of incantation
were considered to have worked,
and there was a noticeable heaving and
shuddering in the covered mass at the
girl’s feet. The red cloth was drawn
aside, and a girl was discovered, her
chest heaving quickly and her limbs
trembling as if in a paroxysm of epi-
lepsy. Two persons came forward, and
taking her by her arms, raised her to
her feet. The whole was so curious
for Africa that we thought it worth
describing. The little performance was
enacted to please the white man.

¢ Equatorville appears to be the pret-
tiest and best built and best kept of
any of the upper International Associa-
tion statiens, and really reflects great
credit on the chief of station, M. Van-
gela, who was most kind to us. Wespent
a pleasant quiet Sunday here, and on
the Monday morning, July 28th, con-
tinued our journey up the river. Our
midday observations (we got a water
horizon here as in many other places)
gave us 4’ 20” N. of the Equator.

Tae Ruxi RiveRr.

“The Ruki River we found to be
just the magnificent afflment Stanley
has described it, quite 1,000 yards wide,
and with several islands at its embou-
chure. Up above the Ruki River we
found Bangala towns, stretching right
away to 1° 50’ 0” N. (our farthest paint)
to Liboko, where Stanley had his great
battle in 1877. We went, however, forty-
five miles above Equatorvilla before
we arrived at Linlanga, the first Bangala
town on the eastern bank. Meanwhile,
nothing was to be seen of the opposite
bank of the great river we were ascend-
ing, and there was the same monoton-
ous and uninteresting series of islands
of all lengths, covered with forest, and
swarming with gadflies by day and
mosquitoes by night. ‘How I love
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their bosky depths, writes Mr. Stanley
m deseribing them. It is more than
we do. What great lumps the flies
raised on suflering leg and ancle as
one traced ome’s chart, or studied the
native languages in the comfortable
cabin of the Peace! But, as Mr. Stan-
ley explains, his love for the intermin-
able islands of the Congo arose from
the protection they afforded him from
his  bloodthirsty cannibal pursuers.
The islands are very low, as is also the
eastern bank, except just above the
Ruki River, where the ¢ terra’ is really
‘firma,” although the banks are only
about four to six feet high. No grass
1s to be seen, and so there are no
hippopotami, pasture being nil. The
calamus creeping palm, with its sharp
hooks, lines the banks almost every-
where, and one has often to cut through
it to effect a landing, and get into the
forest to cut firewood. On many trees
which we cut down for fuel, we found
the gum copal of commerce oozing out
of, or solidified on, its bark. Coffee in
plenty was discovered growing every-
where on the previous journey of July.
But after leaving the Ruki River, until
we arrived at Lulanga, we really saw
no point on the eastern shore where a
town could be built: all was so low
and muddy.

“ At Lulanga we had our first real
introduction to Bangala people, and we
found them out and out the most
boisterous, wild, noisy, troublesoine,
worrying lot of people either of us has
ever met. 'We were introduced by our
friend Mengaba, of Lokolela, who all
the journey had made himself very
interesting to us, although we have
said mnothing about him. Like all
Babangi people, Mangaba was very
superatitious, and carried his fetishes
with him on hboard. His toilet was
never complete without the application
of Lis face powder and rouge—not used
Lowever, to improve the complexion,
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but to make mysterious red and white
(chalk) marks about his body, in which
his boy assisted him. A white linc up
his back, from hip to left shoulder, to
the left of the median line, and carried
down thence along the outer part of the
arm to the band, Red and white lines
on the left foot, ditto across forehead
but all drawn with the most religious
care,
LULANGA.

“0Old Mangaba was very active in
his commniunicating with the people,
shouting at every canoe we met, and
that long after they had ceased to hear
what he said. He seemed to claim
kinship with almost everyoue, found
that he had a wife at every town
we stayed at, met at least three
mothers, and introduced mnearly
every chief of importance as his
own father, until his- family tree
was, to say the least, perplexing. From
Mangaba and his little boy, Mbuma
(who, by the bye, he has allowed us to
bring down to Arthington), we tried as
much as possible to learn the Babangi
dialect spoken at Lokolela. Mr.
Glave also was kind enough to give us
a number of words.

“To converse with these people was
very difficult, but we sometimes tried it
when, in the evening, we had prayer,
and gathered round us our boys to sing
our Congo hymn. *God hears us when
we speak to Him, we said to Mangaba.
¢ Indeed !’ said he, not much surprised.
¢ Yes, He is our Father, and He is very
very good, and loves us all very much,’
said we. But to this Mangaba objected.
¢God was not good. Why was He
always killing people’ (by death).
And then we had to try and explain
the resmrrection and the home in
heaven, but it was difficult to remove
his sceptical objections.

“ Lulanga is very populous, perhaps
as much so as Ilebu proper. Altogether,
going and rcturning, we spent two
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good days at this place. The towns
are built on the top of o fifty feet hill,
composed of conglomerate iron, as at
Ngombe, Ilebu, &c., masses of which
cropped out on the beaches, We, of
course, walked about in the town
accompanied by large crowds of people.
A wild lot they evidently were, espe-
cially one old chief, Ikafaka by name.
% They swarmed out to the steamer
in good canoes, and crowded on deck,
almost taking possession. The diffi-
culty was to get the noisy rowdy lot
back in their canoes, and not even our
steaming ahead a little, or blowing our
whistles, would induce them to leave us.
A dozen canoces would hang on to the
sides of the steamer, even when we were
fully under weigh. There was no fear.

NEED ForR CAUTION.

“Once we half feared, from their
wild noise and the beating of a sort of
signal gong, that they might attack us
and seize the steamer. Any little
indiscretion on the part of any of our
people might have led to grave results,
as most of our unruly guests were
armed with spears and knives. We
had to exercise the greatest tact, keep a
most constant genial good-tempered
manner, faces wreathed with perpetual
smiles, until even the facial effort was
quite a strain; and we felt intensely
relieved when we were under weigh
again—the last canoe left behind. One
of us immediately went down with a
slight fever after the excitement at
Lulanga.

“We found here, just above Lulanga,
a considerable river. It is called the
Lulongo River, and is about 700 yards
wide; the water being inky black.
There is a town up this river of the
same name.

“From here to Liboko, the last of
the Bangala towns, is eighty miles, and
we were surprised to find it nearly two
degrees north of the equator.
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“ Mangaba informed us that Bangala
was divided into five districts :
Lulanga and Bolombo on the left, an
Mungundu, Bukolela, and Loboko on
the right bank.

“ About twelve miles above Lulongo
River we crossed over to the other side
of the river, thus obtaining an idea of
its width at this place, although we
crossed. very obliquely. We passed
three Bukolela towns—Lobengo, Mun-
sembe, and Bombimba, each one built
on one of the few raised plots here and
there obtaining on the banks. These
banks were of clay, and from four to
six feet above the water. Along the
beach were broad double ladders, a
sort of landing steps reaching down
into the river. The people here seemed
quieter and milder and quite ready to
welcome us,

At last, on the 1lst August, we
reached Liboko, and after steaming
along seven miles of towns, more or
less close to each other, we came to that
of the great chief Mata Mayiki (i.e,
plenty of guns), where the Internationa
Association has built fine a house.

Lisoxo.

“The chief of station is Lieut.
Coquilhat, who seems to manage the
people very well considering their
wildness. One fancied that a certain
maniacal irresponsible sort of wild-
ness showed itself in their eyes. Here
it was that Stanley had his great
battle in 1877, when sixty-three canoes
came out to attack him, and for five
bours he had to sustain the ficht. The
brave young chief wmentioned by
Stanley was Mata Mayiki’s son, who
afterwards died from his wounds. The
old chief, a fine-looking tall fellow,
with failing sight, fancied one of us
was with Stanley on that occasion
(Frank Pocock). The peopls crowded
on the beach, most of thent armed, with
the idea (so M. Coquilhat afterwards



20

informed us) that we were cnemies,
and prepared to ficht us. In the first
Place, our flag was strange to them, and
they have got to understand that flags
are very significant ; secondly we did
not steam right close into the beach as
Stanley’s steamers had always done,
being smaller, Lut anchored as usual
fifty yards from the shore ; thirdly we
had two Bangala men on board from a
capsized canoe, and they fancied these
their two countrymen were prisoners.

¢“All was explained, however; we
came in closer, just to oblige them, and
made fair friendship with them. Thanks
to M. Coquilhat’s very kind and
cficient efforts, and acting on his
suggestion, mnot to permit anyone
but chiefs and principal men on board
the steamer, we did not have to endure
again the worry and almost siege of
Lulanga. We stayed a day bere, and
walked into the town, which was
better arranged than any Bangala
town we had yet seen. Although
said to be great traders, we saw
no signs of wealth at Liboko,
scarcely a gun, no brass ormaments,
and very little cloth, all the women
wearing a thick fringe, dyed various
colours, round their loins, which was
very becoming, and the men, many of
them, wearing bark cloths. Their
tattooing is not so extensive as the
Babanji’s, being transverse raised lumps
down the centre of the forehead to
between the eyes, rosettes from the
eyes back to the ears, and also down
the middle of the breast-bone. Other
people, however, living at Bangala, and
hailing from an interior country called
Ngombe, are hideously tattooed with
great raised lumps down the cheek-
Lones. The Bangala, like the Babangi,
universally pull out their eyelashes.
Their language is probably much the
same as that of the Babangi, although
many words are different. But our
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time was so short that we could not
only go no further, but could not make
a prolonged stay in any place.

THREE NEW SITES.

“The journey was a prospecting one,
and has resulted in our being able to
choose three very important and valu-
able sites for stations—viz., MUXIE,
BOLOBO, and ILEBU.

“ The Peace, too, has had a splendid
trial, and the little we have said about
it shows how little trouble it gave in
its management and working,

“ At Liboko we were half way to
Stanley Falls. On setting out from
Arthington we had given ourselves five
weeks, and, had this timebeen sufficient,
there was nothing to prevent us going
the whole distance of 1,000 miles.
There was nothing to obstruct; the
road was open and most inviting ;: the
Peace working well ; the people above
Bangala reported us ‘all good, and
warmly welcomed us: the only thing
making any lengthening of our journey
impossible was the fact that we had
left only Mrs. Grenfell at Arthington,
and one of us was overdue to go down
to the coast and home to England.
Our gang of Loangos, too, were, due to
go home. So we had, albeit, most
reluctantly, to start back.

IN CONCLUSION.

“Such, dear Mr. Baynes, is the first
journey of the Peace into countries new
and among peoples strange. It was
our constant regret that we conld not
make it more of a missionary journey—
that is, in teaching and preaching, but
that was impossible, chiefly because we
knew so litile of the langunage. We
have, however, done a little more pre-
limiuary work, which is none the less
our ‘Father'’s business’ Oh for the
time when, settled amongst these people,
there shall be servants of God, teachers
of His word, to show these heathen the
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Christian life, and to try to draw them
home to God ! Oh! will kind friends
in England respond. We can but appeal,
and plead, and cry. We can only pray,
¢The Lord hasten it in His time.
But what can we do, so few in num-
ber? Our new brethren, Darling and
Cruickshank, have joined us; but we
still need at least three more brethren
to fill our stations thus far, before any-
one can accompany Bentley in his
approaching forward work.

“This will be a troublesomely long
letter, we fear, but not, we hope, with-
out interest. We must conclude it now,
however, and hope its news will en-
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courage our friends, and, above all,
incline the hearts of some young men
to seek for part and lot in & work
which, though not without its dangers
and arduousness, is a glorious one,
which we would exchange for no other,
taking, for the first time, the light of
life into those regions of darkness
cruelty, and death.
“With affectionate regards,
“We remain, dear Mr. Baynes,
“Your fellow-servants in the
Master’s work,
“T. J. CoMBER,
“GrorGE GRENFELL.”
“To A. H. Baynes, Esq.”

A Temple of the God Shiv.

By tee Rev. T. R. EpwarDS, SERAMPORE.

HIS temple is situated not far from the College at Serampore.

It was

erected by the widow of a native deputy magistrate in honour of his

memory. Such an act is considered very virtuous for a rich widow to per-
form. Of course it is endowed, having a Brahmin or more attached to
perform the daily ceremonies. Shiv is one of the famous trio of Indian
gods, and counts more daily worshippers than those of all the other gods put
together. His temples are found in great numbers all over the land, and
especially on the banks of the Hooghly. In such a holy situation it is con-
*sidered an act of great merit to erect a bathing ghaut, with six of these
temples on either side of it. Such bathing ghauts, with their broad flights
of steps leading down into the water, and with six temples on either side,
look very pretty from the river. All the temples erected to Shiv contain no
images, but they have what is far worse, and what it is impossible to name.
It is impossible without a blush to describe the origin and nature of these
objects of worship. And such objects are daily worshipped by these de-
praved people as God ! things that cannot be named by the tongue are daily
gozed upon and adored! Is it possible that man could have fallen lower?
Is it possible for man to find still more abominable objects of adoration ?
My heart sickens when I think of these abominations practised in the name
of the infinitely holy and pure God. May God have mercy on these
worshippers !

Shiv is worshipped under many other forms. I have often seen black
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round stones, with a spot or two of red paint upon them, placed at the foot
of trees; these arc daily worshipped. The famous swinging festival is held
in honour of this god. On this occasion, formerly, fanatical worshippers
used to have their backs pierced through with iron hooks, and in this way
they would swing for many minutes, and some even for the length of half
an hour or more. Sometimes the flesh gave way, and the poor man was
precipitated to the ground and suffered iustant death. These horrid prae-
tices are now forbidden by the Government; still the swinging is kept up,
but no hooks are allowed to be used.

In the Hindoo trio Shiv is the destroying god. His pictures have always
a third eye situated in the forehead. This eye was so terrible that he upon
whom it fell was instantly reduced to ashes. His dress is simply a tiger-
skin, and his hair hangs down his back in long snake-like coils; while upon
his shoulders, and twisted around his body, deadly cobras are visible. This
is the terrible being whom the Hindoos call Mohadeb (great god). His life
is full of the most obscene stories, and deserves, instead of worship, the
eternal execration of men.

In the brick building by the side of the temple one of the
Serampore Zenana schools is held. Some of the little girls standing in
front of the gate attend it. So that here, under the very shadow of the
temple of this monster Shiv, the little Stone not made with hands has taken
its station, which is destined ere long to smite this temple and all others like
it, and crush them to powder. May God hasten that day!

The College, Serampore. T. R. Epwazps.

Pony carrying Water in the Hills, India.
By 1R LaTE MRes. Rousk.

T is a great comfort that many parts of India arc blessed with an
abundant supply of water. In order to appreciate the blessing of
water, we need to live in the tropics and to spend our time under a blazing
sun. Day after day, during the hot season, the fierce rays of the sun beat
down upon us, in India, out of a cloudless sky. All the objects of nature
droop under it; the trees are dry and dusty; the grass completely withers
away; not a green blade remains to mark the spot which was lately a lawn ;
and human beings sympathise in the general depression. If we live near
one of the magnificent rivers, like the Ganges, with its mighty flow of
waters, there is always an abundant supply at hand, and we do not fear its
failure; but in places far away from a river, where people are dependent
upon tanks (or ponds) and similar sources, the need of water is deeply felt,
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T(NY CARRYING WATER IN THE HIL'S, INDIA.
(From a Photograph.)
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and helps those who suffer from it to enter into the force and real meaning
of many passages in the Bible whieh fall unheeded upon the ecars of those
who have only lived in the damp climate of England. Mow well can
Easterns understand David’s longings when he says, ‘‘ My soul thirsteth for
Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is*’
(Ps. Ixiii. 1), and how fully can they appreciate the beauty of the promise
given through Isaiah, that A man shall be as an hiding-place from the
wind, and a covert from the tempest ; as rivers of water in a dry place, as
the shadow of a greal rock in a weary land” (Is. xxxii. 2)! Every part of
this verse refers to some need which they have experienced at some time or
other; especially do they most fully understand the daily need of water and
of some shadow to come between them and the fierce beams of the sun.

There are several ways of conveying water into the houses in India. If
the distance is short, the dhcestie, or water-carrier, whose name literally
means ‘“ the heavenly one,” carries it in a bag made of prepared sheepskin.
This mushut is formed from an entire skin, the neck being retained as a
mouth, and the legs serving as corner handles. "When the distance to be
traversed is great 2 pony is employed to accompany the man, and is loaded
with two skins full of water. Before water-carts were introduced into Calcutta
the streets were watered twice a day by a regular army of water-carriers,
about six hundred of whom were employed by Government during eight
months of the year. At the present time there is a good system for supply-
ing water to the houses in the City of Calcutta, and, whereas formerly it
was considered a very unhealthy residence for Europeans, it is now one .of
the most healthy stations. What we desire and long for is that the river of
God’s grace may be as plentifully granted to the people, and that the whole
land may through it become like *‘the garden of the Lord.”

October, 1884. L. M. Rouse.

Tidings from San Salvador.

RITING to Mr. Baynes, under date of San Salvador, September 29th,
Mr. Weeks reports :—

I have been able to make a great
number of friends here, who, notwith-
standing the tempting bribes of the
Padres, have not forsaken me for a
moment.

“I can always be certain that, if
those friends are absent from the
service, they are absent either through

illness or are gone to trade in another
town.

“Such men as these sometimes
come and ask if a certain course of
action is right in the sight of God. I
do not say they are converts, but I
certainly think that thelight is break-
ing in upon them, They have suffi-
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ciont light and life to know how blind
and dead they are. Self-righteousness
is one of our greatest hindrances. In
the service they will acknowledge
their sinfulmess; but in private con-
versation, when pressing home the
need of a Saviour, they will tell you
they are mot thieves, adulterers and
murderers, like some people they know.

¢ The Pharisaic spirit is as much
present in Central Africa as in any
part of the world.

“I hear that the Padres are now
gradually doing away with the custom
of giving to all who ask. I suppose
they find it does not answer to be
always giving, and have such small
results in return.

¢ The influence that I have over the
king here has, of late, been greatly in-
creased ; because, during the last fort-
night, I have daily attended him in a
trying illness. He is now nearly well,
and has repeatedly shown his appre-
ciation of my services,

“Two or three daysafter I began to
attend him, the Congo people got
together for the purpose of calling a
great witch-doctor. When I heard of
it, I sent a message to the king to the
effect that, if he called a witch-doctor,
I would not attend him any more
during his present sickness, but would
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leave him to get cured by his witch-
doctors. The king instantly dispersed
the crowd of persons who were in his
‘lumbu,’ and, from that day to this
they have not made any reference to
calling a witch-doctor. A head man,
in thanking me for stopping the
palaver, assured me that someone
would have been killed for it. Witch-
doctors are beginning to be afraid to
come to Congo, because now they are
so frequently derided by the people.

‘““The work here has just now
entered upon a brighter era. The
people are more friendly and sympa-
thetic. They come in better numbers
to hear the word, and are more atten-
tive.

“T have commenced a translation of
the New Testament. Itisa beginning ;
and, if I continue doing a little every
day, Iexpect Matthew will be finished
by Christmas, and a great deal of it
printed.

“Again thanking you for your lind
letter, and ever welcome sympathy,
and praying that God will abun-
dantly bless you in all your labours
for His glory,

«T am,
¢ Yours most affectionately,
“J. H. WEEES.””

Life in San Domingo.

HE following extract from a recent letter from the Rev. R. E.
Gammon, of Puerto Plata, San Domningo, gives a painfully sad
account of the state of society in that Republic :—

‘“Since my last letter to you our
sown and neighbourhood have been the
scenes of pumerous tragedies—most
of them due to the evil custom here
of carrying revolvers, knives, machetes,
&c. On Saturday-night week at a

Fandango (native dance), the people
quarrelled, fired off several shots from
their revolvers; the result was one
young man (who lived near aur house)
fell dead, and another was slightly
wounded.
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“Last Friday and Saturday were
‘fiestas’ (holidays), Friday a holy
day (‘““La Asuncion de Nuestra
Sefioro ’), and Saturday the com-
memoration of the separation from
Spauish rule (August 16th, 1863, and
declared by the Spanish “‘Cortes”
March 3rd, 1865); during those two
days one young man (son of the late
commandante of the fort) was stabbed
to the heart, several slightly wounded,
another brought in from the out-
skirts of the town cut up with a
machete (a kind of sword); and lastly,a
man shot another because he asked him
for a dollar which he owed him. Until
recently I have always thought how
free we were from assasinations, &c.,
considering that, if a man Kklls
another, he just takes to the woods
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and that is generally the end of the
affair; but, of late, crime certainly
seems to be on the increase—none of
the Governments have (as yet) been
strong enough to enforce a law forbid-
ding the carrying of deadly weapons;
so that even peaceably disposed persons
wear such things for self-protection.
In fact, in this country one is not
considered properly dressed without
his revolver, &c. Would that the
Gospel of peace and love might reign
in this beautiful, but sin-tormented
island! I am sorry to say there is a
strong whisper of another revolution
here shortly. I only hope it may
prove false. We have had peace so
long for Santo Domingo that another
outbreak will be a great calamity. The
Lord avert this threatened danger !”

Indian WTrestlers.

N this picture may be seen a couple of Indian wrestlers, surrounded
by an interested group of their fellow-countrymen, who are eagerly
watching to see which of the two shall first throw his companion to the
ground. Many of the people of India are strong, muscular men, and fond

of athletic sports.
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Mission Song.

Tur Gnear Carran’s Carn to His
Younc SoLpier.

¢ Keep not back : bring my sons from
far, and my daughters from the ends of
the earth.”’—Isa. xliii. 6.

“Most clearly, God’s finger points—
OnwaArDs ! Forwarp ! and I cannot shut
my eyes to the crying needs of the un-
told multitudes of people on the 400
miles of the noble Upper Congo I have
already traversed, or my heart to the
pressing claims of the multitudes yet
further beyond, ir the vast interior
regions. We now earnestly need
¢ REINTFORCEMENTS !—More Missionaries,
go that we indeed may be messengers of
peace and geod-will to the poor, dark,
down-trodden millions in the heart of
the vast continent, for whom the mes-
sage we carry is the only real efernal
Hope.””—REv. GEORGE GRENFELL, ‘‘ M1s-
S10NARY HERALD.”’

Soldier of the Cross, arouse thee,
Lift the Gospel standard high ;
’Tis no time for fear or fainting,
See, your Captain still is nigh.
By His love, which sought and bought
you,
Crown of thorns and cruel death,
By His grace, which still exalts thee,
Lives and breathes in every breath—
Listen to your Captain’s pleading,
Do you recognise His voice ?
Has it burst your bonds asunder,
Made your heart in Him rejoice ?

Hark ! He asks again a question :
Has My Word now made you free -

Then declare My love no fiction ;
Soldier, rise and follow Me.

Follow Me where’er I lead you,
Marching onward in My light;
Nothing then can ever harm you
In the thickest of the fight.
Now, to this, young brave, I call you:
Up and tread the tempter down ;
With Me victory awaits you,
All who conquer I will crown.

Hear the voice, too, of your comrades,
Let My love prevail within;
Mark the myriads round them falling,
Dying in the arms of sin.
Up, then, hasten ! do not linger,
Let My work be life’s employ ;
With Me faith shall crown with
triumph,
Death the birth of endless joy.

Mark the glory of this mission,
Dawning light, which none can
stay;
Rise! reflect the spreading bright-
ness,
Earnest of etemnal day.
Listen, then, O brave young soldier,
Harken to thy Captain’s voice;
To the honour which He calls thee
Hasten ! let thy faith rejoice.

Brighton. ‘W. PooLE BALFERN.

The L.ord loveth a Cheerful Giver.

LADY near Newport, Mon., sends £4 1s. 6d., “ proceeds of sale of mis-
A_ stonary jams,” for the Congo Mission, and writes :—
“With much pleasure and thankfulness to our Heavenly Father for

his Joving-kindness, I enclose you a post office order for £4 1s. 6d. for our deav
Congo Mission, in the welfare and progress of which I feel deeply interested and
earnestly desire that this glorious and golden opportunity of sending the glad
tidings of everlasting life, light, and love to our brethren in the dark®regions
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of Africa, may be joyfully and thankfully scized by God’s redeemed people, who
are constantly praying, ¢ Thy kingdom come.” It gladdens me greatly to read in
the HERALD from time to time of the favour and help which is generously given
to the faithful missionaries who are gone out—evident tokens of the smile and
approval of our Lord and King, whose right it is to reign. May He bless and
-comfort them greatly, and you, my dear Sir, and all who ave trying to hasten on
the crowning day that’s coming by and by 1”

The Rev. J. Smith, of Romsey, sends three silver trinkets, the proceeds to be
-devoted to the Widows and Orphans’ Fund.

The Rev. W. P. Laurence, of Westbury, Wilts, writes :—

“T enclose a small pair of gold earrings, the gift of a friend, who, though poor
in this world, is a warm friend of the Mission. Both the circumstances and spirit
of the giver are known to Him who received with equal approval, as a token of
love, both the alabaster box of ointment, exceeding precious, and the fears of the
sinner who sat at His feet.”

Mr. W. D. Hanson, of Launceston, sends £7 7s., and writes :—

«If all subscribers would adopt my humble example-—double their subscrip-
tious, and reckon by guineas instead of pounds—the former would give the Society
ample means, and the shillings increase would go far to pay all working expenses.”

£1 10s. for the Congo Mission, *from the small savings of a very poor
woman—one of the least.”

M. W. sends £1, and writes :(—

«1 send enclosed £1,in thankfulness to God for His great goodness to miy
beloved daughter, who has just passed away, in perfect peace, in her seventieth
vear. She loved the missionary cause, and contributed to it according to her
very limited means. Myself, in my eighty-ninth year, cannot expect to have
many more opportunities of contributing, and I therefore wish to do what I can
while it is yet day.”

Thirteen articles of jewellery from “two sisters” at Trowbridge, who do not
wish their names to appear.

The Rev. J. B. Lee, of Bampton, Farringdon, writing a report on recent
missionary meetings in his district, says :—

« At PBuckland, a labouring man, whose wages do not exceed 10s. a week,
brought his missionary-box. We found that it contained £1 5s. 7d., all of which
he had given himself.

« Another, whose box contained 16s., told us how, in the auturon, he sold a
sack of apples for 9s. ; and, as he held the money in his hand, he turned to his
wife, and said : ¢ Mother, is it to go?’ And che replied : ¢ Yes, it is the Lord’s ;
it must go ;’ and the 9s. was put into the box. You will see that it requires
some self-denial, as the wages of the poor are not more than 10s. a week.

« Another labourer brought 12¢., saved out of his 10s. a week.

“We are distributing 2all the boxes we can; it is no use depending on the
annual collection.”

« A widow ” sends a silver pencil-case ; “an orphan ” two rings ; “a postman ”
a scarf-pin ; a “dustman” a ring which belonged to his wife, “who left for
heaven four years ago "—all for the Congo Mission.

Mr, Saywin Lucas, Kidderminster, £5 for General Purposes, £8 Congo ; Reyner
Trust Fund, £30 ; Reyner Trust Fund for Rome, £10; Canton, Mr. (1. S. Stowe
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£15; T.T. R, £40; Mr. Edward Robinson, Bristol, for Congo, £100: Mr,
Ralph E. Stone, £10; and J. and J. F., £10.

CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR'S GIFTS—AN APPEAL.

May we here venture to appeal to generous friends for special help to meet the
cost of the outfit and passage expenses of the new missionaries to India and
Africa. By the liberality of friends in Bristol these expenses have been provided
for in the cases of missionaries to China. Will not like-minded sympathisers
meet the cost of the Indian and African Brethren ?

Three gifts of £120 each will provide for Messrs. McMillan, Cameron, and
Cowe, missionaries to the Congo, and three further gifts of £100 each for Messrs.
Carey, Robinson, and McIntosh, missionaries to India. Very earnestly”do we
urge this appeal in connection with the New Year. Who will help to place a
messenger of life and light in the midst of the darkness and degradation of
heathenism and idolatry ?

,/\i ==
» ‘] V
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Indian Swimmers.

NE of the favourite sports in India is that of swimming. During the
hot summer months, hundreds of Hindoos may be seen by the river--

side, in most of the large towns and cities, indulging in their favourite
sport. In the city of Agra, swimming festivals are held every week during-
the summer months. As seen in the picture, floats are often placed under
the arms to enable the swimmer to float without much exertion.

~3 pCs
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Head of the Goddess Kalee.
( From a Photograph.)
HIS is the head of the goddess Kalee, who is worshipped universally in
Bengal. It was exhibited at the Juggernath festival at Serampore,
and stood on the road in front of the Temple of Juggernath. There is a
cloth spread on the ground in front of it, on which people (chiefly women)
cast handfuls of rice as they pass to the temple. On the cloth a small heap
of rice may be seen with”one solitary pice (halfpenny). Foolish women
think it an act of great merit to give rice to all such idols and religious
mendicants. A man sitting on the ground near by owns it, and frequently
calls out to people passing to give to him. Besides this there were many
other idols exhibited on the road, and all for the purpose of begging. It is,
indeed, as a Brahmin frankly confessed to me, a fact that idolatry is kept
up by them solely as a means of securing a livelihood. 'When the Brahmins
are reasoned with, they will almost invariably return this answer.

It will be seen, by looking closely at this head, that the teeth have round
little specks on them. These specks are gold. The teeth have been per-
forated, and small pieces of this metal inserted. This the Hindoos consider
very beautiful, and many women have their teeth ornamented in this manner.

Serampore College. T. R. Epwazps.

Beeent Intelligence,

In pursuance of the request of the Committee, the General Secretary, Mr.
A. H. Baynes has, during the past month, visited Berlin in connection with
the sittings of the West African and Congo Conference meeting in that city.
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Mr. Baynes was also charged with negotiations relating to the snnezation by
the empire of Germany of the Cameroons and Bimbia on the West Coast, and
the interests and property of the Mission at various stations in these districts.
These negotiations were conducted with the German Chancellor and the
suthorities of the German Foreign Office, and were brought to a satisfactory
conclusion. We hope next month to refer at length to the results of the
Conferenco—especislly in their bearings on. the Congo Mission.

The Rev. W. Holman Bentley, of the Congo Mission, has also been in
Berlin in connection with the Congo Conference; his wide experience, and
special acquaintance with the whole district of the Lower Congo, enabling him,
in concert with Mr. H. M, Stanley, to supply most valuable information to the
Conference delegates.

At the meeting of the Mission Committee, on the 16th of last month, the
following brethren were accepted for mission service in India—viz., Mr.
Denham Robinson, of Regent’s Park College (son of the Rev. Robert Robinson,
of Calcutta); Mr. R. M. McIntosh, of Pontypool College (formerly of
Serampore College); and Mr. William Carey, of Rawdon Callege (son of the
Rev. J. P. Carey, of Tiverton); and the Rev. A. Cowe, of Berwick-on-Tweed,
for the Congo Mission. Arrangements are being made for the departure of all
these brethren during the.current month for their fields of labour.

It is proposed, in conection with their deparbure, and also of Messrs. Watson

and Dixon, missionaries-elect to Ching, to hold a Valedictory Service in
BLOOMSBURY CHAPEL,
ON MoxpAy EvENING, 19TH JANUARY, 1885.

Tea and coffee will be provided at 6 o’clock, and the farewell service will
commence at half-past seven o’clock.

Will as many of our readers as can arrange to be present make a note of this
deeply interesting occasion, that our departing brethren may be cheered by the
presence of & large assemblage of sympathetic friends °

The Rev. A. G. Jones, writing under date of Penang, November 15th,
reports :—*‘ You will be very glad to learn that the Glenavan arrived here this
morning, after a trip of eighteen days, from Suez. All well. We had nothing
more than a moderate sea in the Indian Ocean, and the temperature never over
86 degrees—rarely up to that—far more frequently under 80 degrees. The
health of 2ll our party has been good, my own an immense contrast to the
state in which I came home, and my wife’s immunity from the dreaded enemy,
sea-sickness, almost complete. I feel assured that you share our gratitude
to God for the mercies He has so far vouchsafed to us.”

The Rev. J. Stubbs writes from Port Said on board s.s. City of Khkios,
November 27th:—“ We had twenty-four hours of rough weather after we
passed Gibraltar; but, beyond this, though the ship has rolled more or less
all the way, we have had nothing in the weather to cause us real discomfort.
It has been surprisingly cold, so that I have heen glad to wear my thickest
great coat every day while reading on deck; but this has been a source of
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strength. 'We have often felt that we have been prayed for by brethren from
whom we are separated in presence, not in heart. Christ’s legacy of peacc has
been abundantly ours, and we have had an earnest of the fulfilment of the
promise—* Although I have cast them far off among the heathen, and although
I have scattered them among the countries, yet will I be to them as a little
sanctuary in the countries where they shall come.” I think we are finding that
there is a special fulfilment of the assurance, ‘Lo, I am with you,’ granted to
those who are consecrated to the work of foreign missions. You will, I trust,
not fail to strive earnestly in prayer for us that Christ may be with us in the
hearts of the heathen, unlocking, so soon as we have acquired the language,
‘the door from the inside. And, soon after this letter reaches you, we shall,
all being well, be upon the parched soil of India. We find that, through the
ship only calling at the canal ports, our voyage is expected to last only thirty-
two days.”

" The Rev.J. T. Comber writes from the Congo River, September 30th :—
" Please allow me through the HERALD to thank the donor of seven bales of
blankets and cloth tents, and to acknowledge the receipt of same. The name
of the kind friend who sent them I do not know ; but he will be glad to hear
that his gift is a very useful one. It will be used principally for clothing for
our school-boys. Some of it, indeed, is already made up and in wear. Such
a gift repeated yearly would be very acceptable, and would keep our boys in
good warm clothing in this really somewhat variable climate.”

Tidings have been received from Mr, George Cameron from ‘‘ off Landana,”
on board s.s. Kinsembo, October 24th., Mr. Cameron writes:—*‘ As we expect
to meet a homeward-bound steamer to-morrow I write now in order to send by
it. I would have waited till we reached Banana, but as the next stoamer may
not leave for some weeks, I prefer to take advantage of this one. By the
kindness of our loving Father, both Mr. Whitley and I have enjoyed first-rate
health all the way, and we are looking forward hopefully to our work on the
Congo. At most of the forts where there are mission stations we called on the
missionaries, and were very kindly treated by them. The Scotch Presbyterians
at Old Calabar, the Primitive Methodists at Fernando Po, and the American
Presbyterians at Gaboon, alike received us as brethren in Christ. At Fernando
Po we met an old woman (a Baptist) who had known Mr. Saker and others of
our old missionaries. She said she was sure they would meet again in
heaven. In talking of the preciousness of Christ her heart seemed over-
flowing with the joy of the Lord. It was quite refreshing to be in her
company even for a little. At Gaboon we visited the Roman Catholic
Mission, and were shown over the property. Among other noteworthy
buildings the great rum distillery was pointed out. The rum is made from
mangoes, which are very abundant, and by its aid the priests say some of
the heathen are converted to a nominal Christianity. The Protestant inission-
aries we have met are «ll, I believe, total abstainers; and well they may be,
for strong drink is the worst enemy of their work., Of course, we have not
seen much of Africa, but we have seen enough to convince us that it is in
urgent need of the Gospel. Along the coast, and on the banks of the rivers,
are hundreds of towns in which the name of Jesus has never been heard,
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unless, perhaps, from the blasphemous lips of some ungodly trader. Truly the
harvest is great, but the labourers are foew. We earnestly hope that God is
putting it into the hearts of fit men to offer themselves for the work, and we
shall gladly welcome any such who may follow us. Let me suggest thata
good investment for the voyage is a half-crown’s worth of tracts, assorted in
English, Portuguese, and French. They are mostly well received, and are
taken to places where there is no preaching of any sort, good or bad. We are
now within fifty miles of Banana, but as we shall Le at Landana all day
to-morrow we do not expect to land till Saturday the 26th.”

We have much pleasure in reporting that the Committee of the Young
Men’s Missionary Association have appointed as their new secretary Mr. C.
Holliday, of Tottenham, who is now actively engaged in arranging for illus-
trated lectures and addresses in connection with Sunday-schools and young
people’s missionary organisations. We ask for this gentleman the cordial
sympathy and support of Sunday-school officers and teachers.

In consequence of recent arrangements for the publication of the entire
M1ssIONARY HERALD with the BAPTIST MAGAZINE, we shall in future acknow-
ledge contributions received up to the 15th of the month only, instead of the
18th, as heretofore, in the HERALD.

At the last meeting of the Committee their cordial thanks were presented to
the Rev. Joseph Green, of Old Buckenham, Norfolk, for the gift of Andrew
Fuller’s tobacco-box for the Mission House Museum, and to Captain Passing-
ham, of Bala, for a fine copy of ‘“ Novum Testamentum.”—Theodori Bezae,
Cantab: 1642, for the Mission House Library.

Like a shock of corn fully ripe Mr. A. R. Gordon, of Bombay, has passed to
his rest. He died at Matheran on November 7th, after only a few days of
grave illness. The Rev. William Bell, M.A., Pastor of the Baptist Church in
Bombay, writing to Mr. Baynes, says:—*“I need not say how our dear friend
was respected and beloved in the church and congregation. Thirteen years
ago, before the chapel here was built, the house which he and his brother
occupied was thrown open for morning services ; and ever since the chapel was
completed he has been, through prosperous and trying days alike, one of the
warmest supporters of the cause. Though of a retiring disposition, and not
caring to come to the front if anyone else could be found to take that place, he
always manifested the deepest interest in the Church’s affairs, and was always
ready with his counsel and aid. We shall all miss his familiar presence and
the kindly word he had for everyone. While we cannot mourn for iim, we
must all feel the loss; and we can only ask you to join your prayers with ours
that He, whose best gifts to His Church are, next to Hiwmself, good men,
would raise up other true and loyal servants of His in our midst.”

At their last meeting, the Committee unanimously passed a resolution
recording their high appreciation of the valuable services rendered by Mr.
‘Gordon to Christian work in India, expressing their deep sense of loss at his
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removal, and their sincere sympathy with the bereaved and sorrow-stricken
family.

By the death of the Rev. Henry Dowson, the Baptist Missionary Society has
lost & most wise and valuwed friend, and supporter. To the last he gave much
time and rendered important service as an active member of the committec,
where his sound judgment, wise counsel, and practical sympathy were always
greatly prized.}

We hope in the ‘““HERALD ” of next month to insert the resolution, em-
bodying the feelings of the committee with regard to Mr. Dowson, which, in
order to secure the sympathetic assent of all the country members as- well of
those in London, stands over for presentation to the next quarterly meeting,
to be held during the current month.

AMBULANCE BasgETrs FOR THE CoNgo. — Dear Sir,—Will' any of your
readers join with me in sending to each of the stations on the Congo an
ambulance basket ? These nseful packages contain one set of splints, one field
turniquet, sponges, wool, lint, plaister, bandages, &c., and, with a ¢ Handbook
of Imstructions,” will cost about thirty shillings each. Isolated as our
missionaries are, and often exposed to great dangers, the want of a few
necessary but simple surgical appliances as the above, suggested by the St.
John Ambulance Association, may be severely felt; while the fact of there
being one ready at each station may prove of great service. I am about to
send one to my son on the Congo, and I entertain the hope that some of the
friends who are interested in this mission may be pleased to help in furnishing
one to each station. Any donation forwarded to the Mission House, or to my
address, at 46, Newgate Street, London, will be thankfully acknowledged.—
I am, Sir, yours respectfully, THOMAS WHITLEY, Byculla Park, Enfield.

A series of conferences have recently been held in the following districts in
London :—Chatsworth Road, Lower Norwood; John Street, Bedford Row ;
Camden Road ; Lewisham Road, Greenwich ; Stockwell ; Grove Road, Victoria
Park ; Rye Lane, Peckham; Abbey Road, St. John’s Wood ; Walworth Road ;
Baxter Road, Islington; and Leytonstone. The meetings in some instances
have been well attended. The Rev. J. B. Myers was present, accompanied
by a missionary. As the result, we are glad to know that several of the
churches represented are determined to adopt a more systematic mode of
raising contributions. We beg most cordially to express our indebtedness to
those churches who have so kindly entertaingd these conferences. Arrange-
ments are being made for holding similar meetings in those parts of the
metropolis yet unvisited.

Contributions
From 19tk November to 16th December, 1884.

‘When contributions are given for special objects, they are denoted as follows :—The letter
T is placed before the sum when it is intended for Translations; S, for Schools; N P, for
Nuative Preachers,; W & O, for Widows and Orphans,

ANUAL BUBSCRIPTIONS, Blackwell, Mr J, ...... 1 1 O[Freer, MrF. A......... 5
Barnett. Mr T. .. 010 0| Braden, RevJ.T. ... 1 1 0fFritwell, MrC.H, ... 1
Do., for Congo .. 010 0| Burnett, Mr Eigerton 5 0 ¢ Hanson, Mr W.D.... 2
Bennett, Mr E. . 010 6{Davies, Mr E. W...... 6 0 o Henchman, MrJ. ... 2
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It s requested that all remittances of contributions be sent fo ALFRED

HeNRY BAYNES, BSecretary, Mission House, 19,

Holborn,

London, E.C., and payable to his order; also that if any portion of the gifts are
destgned for a specific object, full particulars of the place and purpose may be

given. COheques should be crossed Messrs, BarorAY, BvaAN, TrrrToN, & Co.
and Post-office Orders made payable at the General Post Office,

London: ALEXANDER & SBEPHEARD, Printers, 27, Chancery Lane, W.C
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JANUARY,

THE NEW YEAR. ‘

22 'O New Year brings a new call to duty. !
New possibilities of service, new hopes
of success, open before every Christian
worker, in whatever department of the
world’s great field he 1s called to labour
for his Master. Our desire is that the new year may
bring with it an earnest of the conscious presence
RN of the Lord in the hearts of His servants, of richer |
A blessing in the ingatherizg of many to His Kingdom, | ‘
and the spread of righteousness and peace on the earth. Notwithstanding “
great depression in the commercial world, there is much to compensate those
who seek first the Kingdom of God. Temporal prosperity is not the
measure of spiritual vitality. Times of trial test faith and patience, those
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virtues of the Christian life which the Spirit of God sanctifies to high and
holy ends; and, when the Lord crowns faithful work with success, He
rewards the successful worker by calling him to do more work for Him,
until He calls him to the nobler service in Heaven. There is very much to
encourage in the history of our Churches during the past year. The hold
of our Foreign Missions upon the mind and heart of our people has
strengthened, and therc are signs of increasing interest in our work at home.
Thus greeting one another in the name of the Lord we enter on the new
Tear.

ANNUITY FUND.

During the last few weeks visits have been paid by our President, the
Rev. Richard Glover, to Nottingham, Liverpool, Sheffield, and Wokingham ;
and arrangements are in progress for the canvass of those churches which
have not yet subscribed to the Fund—chiefly in Lancashire, Yorkshire, the
Southern Counties, and Londom, and with as little delay as possible
(though, of course, arrangements of such magnitude must of necessity take
considerable time to carry into effect), other parts of the country.

Respecting Mr. Glover's visit to Nottingham, our friend the Rev. W. R.
Stevenson, M.A., writes as follows :—

“In the second week in November the Rev. R. Glover visited Nottingham on
behalf of the Annuity Fund, it being understood that his mission was specially
to the General Baptist Churches of that town. On Monday evening a drawing-
room meeting was held at the house of A. Brownsword, Esq., to which gentlemen
of the several congregations had been invited, when Mr. Glover gave an address
explunatory of the nature and history of the fund, and answered a variety of
questions. A similar meeting for ladies was held, next morning, at the house of
Mrs. T. Hill, in the Park. On the evening of Tuesday Mr. Glover preached in
Broad Street Chapel, and a collection was made on behalf of the fund. As the
result of this visit, donations have been made and subscriptions promised to the
amount of upwards of £400—a sum which, it is hoped, may be further increased.”

At Liverpool, Mr. Glover attended a meeting of the pastors, deacons, and
other friends connected with the Liverpool Baptist Union, at Myrtle Street
Chapel, where he had a very warm reception. Promises of donations spread
over from three to five years were made, amounting te nearly £300, and
subscriptions to about £25 per annum. These latter will be divisible within
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cach year for thc payment of annuitics. It is intended to continue the
canvess of friends in Liverpool with the vicw of largely increasing the
amount reported.

At Sheffield, Mr. Glover attended a meeting, convened [by invitation, at
(lossop Road Chapel, when several generous subscriptions were announced ;
but details are reserved until the canvass of the churches is more nearly
completed.

From Wokingham we have already received £25, and Mr. Glover reports
that the meeting though small was encouraging, and that the promises then
received will be increased upon further canvass.

British and Irish Home Mission.

England,
NORTHERN ASSOCIATION.
Arxwick — Rorsr  CHURCHES Praw.

The Rev. David Ross writes :—

“ It is with deep thankfulness to God that I proceed to give a brief statement
of the work done in this district in connection with our denominational Home
Mission. From July, 1883, to March last, I was engaged as Evangelist,
partly in the district immediately surrounding Berwick-on-Tweed, and partly
endeavouring to open up new ground here. So successful, by God’s good hand upon
us, were the efforts here that a few Baptist families, already living in the town,
which has a population of about 7,000, urged the Association to make arrange-
ments for me to live here instead of at Berwick, promising to raise the sum of
£30 a year themselves in the first instance. The friends at Berwick very kindly
consented to release me three months before the termination of my engagement
with them, and the Association agreed to make a grant of £20 per annum, which,
with the £50 so generously provided by your valuable Rural Churches Fund,
opened up the way for my taking charge of Alnwick, as a centre for work in this
district.

“You will see the importance of this step when I tell you that it is the only
Baptist church between Berwick and Newecastle (a distance of sixty miles)
excepting that at Ford Forge, about a dozen miles south of Berwick, on the banks
of the Till, not far from the famous field of Flodden.
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“1 may say, in passing, that I visited Ford Forge church monthly, before
coming to live in Alnwick ; but since that time it has been visited as one of two
stations by Brother Cowe, who then became a pastor in connection with the Strict
Baptist Church at Berwick, He and I did a good deal of work together last
winter, and bad the joy of sceing many brought to Christ, not a few of whom
have been baptized.

“Since April, we at Alnwick have been steadily working away, and, considering,
the ignorance of our principles which exists, with its consequent prejudices, we
have every reason to thank God and take courage.

“When I began, no church had been formed. We had to hire the hall in
which we nict.  Since then we have purchased about £40 worth of ¢furniture”
to make the place comfortable.

“Tn August our church was constituted, when sixteen of us agreed to go forward
together in the name of Christ.

“Last month we began to baptize, when four candidates made public pro-
fession. Last night I baptized other three, and others, please God, will soon
follow. We have now twenty-six members, and about a score of professing
Christian .people, who may be considered adherents to us—many of whom wilk
very likely be baptized. We have a Sunday-school, as yet ‘but a child ;’ we
have also held regular meetings for some time at a village three miles away,
where tokens for good have beed given to us. I hope to get another station
opened before long, but shall reserve further information for the present.”

Ireland.

ENNISKILLEN.

The following communication from the Rev. F.J. Ryan, of Moate, who
visited Enniskillen after conference with the Secretary, will show that there
is a disposition on the part of the people to listen to the preaching of the
Gospel, which is, no doubt, true of other places beside this particular town.
There can be no question that, if some brethren in England would volunteer
to conduct services in Ireland, and means were at command to meet the
necessary expenses, similar results would follow.

“T expected that my friend, Mr. A. H. Richards, had all arrangements complete
for a week’s special services, to commence Thursday evening, November 20th. I
accordingly arrived that evening at seven, but found that his arrangements were
not perfect—in fact, had broken down. However, we secured the Town Hall for
two services on the Sunday, to be held at 4 and 7.30 p.m. We got out notices
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to that effcct, and then, getting the names of some Christian people, 1 visited
them. In doing so, I met the Rev. J. W. Jones (Methodist), who afterwards
courteously invited me to preach to his congregation at twelve o’clock on the
Sunday. Their chapel is a fine spacious building, well ordered in all respects.
The congregation comprised about 400 people. ~Mr. Jones, although we were utter
strangers, gave me a most hearty and brotherly introduction to his congregation
as being a minister of the Baptist Denomination, referring in warm terms to the
work and efforts of our people in all civil and religious movements, and in mission-
ary enterprise. At the close of the service, while the congregation were singing,
he said to me: ‘It is a pity that you should go back without holding your week’s
mission. There is a very gracious influence here this morning ; and, if you will,
you can have this church to preach in every evening.’ This offer was so free and
unexpected, that I could do no less than accept, and thus during the whole week
I preached to audiences of from, say, 200 to 300 people. On the Friday evening
many people gave testimony of blessing received at the services. Mr. Jones and
his colleague, Mr. Stewart, worked heartily and lovingly with me all the week,
and the Methodist friends generally treated me with great kindness. I must not
forget to tell you of the Sunday services in the Town Hall. Owing to the intro-
duction to the Methodist Church, and Mr. Jones’s co-operation, we had two very
good servieds. The place was full at four o’clock, and many had to go away
at the evening ; and we all felt the power of God resting upon us. I can only
say that I think it would be a very desirable thing if I, or some other Baptist
preacher, could visit Enniskillen occasionally. There is now a good opening.”

NEWTOWNARDS.

A successful series of services in connection with the above place of
worship has been conducted by the Rev. F. J. Ryan, of Moate, county
‘Westmeath. On Sunday, December 7th, Mr. Ryan met the Baptist comr
gregation at their morning service, and afterwards gave an interesting
address to the children of the Sunday school. At four o’clock, a public
service was held, when there was an encouraging attendance. Such was
the interest awakened at that service that at seven o’clock, notwithstanding
the inclemency of the weather, an unusually large number of people were
present, when Mr. Ryan again preached.

Services were held on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday evenings, the
attendances being large and the audiences most attentive. On Wednesday
evening Mr. Ryan preached at the Baptist Chapel at Conlig, and at eight
o’clock in the Good Templars’ Hall, Newtownards, to a large congregation.
At the Thursday evening service a large number waited for conversation
after the meeting, when several testified to the good they received at the
services.
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Historical Sketch of the Baptists in Ireland.

We have great pleasure in publishing the first of a series of articles on
the History of the Baptists in Ireland, and to which the following is an
introduction. From his long acquaintance and former official comnection
with the Trish Mission, no oneis more competent than Mr. Kirtland to supply
such a narrative; and we are quite sure his communications will be read
with interest.

INTRODUCTORY—BAPTISTS DURING THE REIGN oF CHARLES I.—UNDER

THE COMMONWEALTH—PREPARATORY WORK.

THE carliest intimation of the presence of Baptists in Ireland is given in
Adair's®* Manuscript, which is quoted by Dr. Reid, the historian of the
Presbyterian Church in that island :—¢ Two Baptist preachers in Antrim,
where a few separatists still lingered, began to vent their peculiar principles
condemnatory of infant baptism, and of a regular ministry or government
in the Church.”t Their names were Cornwall and Verner. Such an
audacious protest against a time-honoured and all but universal practice,
was such a grave offence that it could not be tolerated. Accordingly, the
Presbyterian ministers were ordered to preach against the heresy, and
the two contumacious preachers were summoned to appear before the
Presbytery, “to give a confession of their faith.” DBut they refused to
acknowledge the authority of that august body, consequently * none did
appear.”” Ten or twelve years before this happened, a few Baptists—
probably from London—had settled in Antrim, but no regular church
appears to have been formed till after the Monarchy was overthrown, and
the Commonwealth established. ‘The Baptists in the Sister Island were not
an indigenous growth, but an English importation; and the circumstances
under which they settled in the land were not caleulated to conciliate the
natives, nor to create a public sentiment in favour of their principles. Into
the Cromwellian policy, looked at on its political side, I do not propose to

* A Presbyterian minister who lived in the first half of the 17th century.
+ Reid's History, Vol. L, p. 38.
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enter ; but the presence of the linglish as conquerors naturally excited
suspicion and dislike.

The name of the Lord Protector was the symbol of a hated Protestant
agcendency. ‘‘The curse of Cromwell ”’ is the bitterest malediction which
an Irish Romanist can invoke upon his enemies. But, setting aside the
political aspects of the conquest, it must be admitted that our Baptist
forefathers made a beneficent use of their opportunities and influence.
Never, probably, in the history of nations, has there been such an army
as that’ which left these shores to achieve the subjugation of Ireland.
D’Aubigne, in his able vindication of the Protector, says, ¢ Cromwell
departed for Ircland at the head of 12,000 men. Before they embarked, the
troops observed a day of fasting and prayer; three ministers solemnly
invoked the blessing of God on the expedition ; and three officers, the
Colonels Gough and Harrison, and the Lord-Lieutenant himself, expounded
certain pertinent passages of Scripture. The army was under the strictest dis-
«cipline : not an oath was to be heard throughout the whole camp, the soldiers
spending their leisure hours in reading their Bibles, in singing Psalms, and
in religious conferences.”” In this army there was a strong Baptist
element, and along the line of the invading army, churches sprang up. In
Dublin, Kilkenny, Clonmel, Cork, Waterford, Wexford, Limerick, and other
places, companies of baptized believers settled, built chapels, and, in some
instances, provided for the ministry by endowments. Fraternal epistles were
occasionally exchanged between the churches in Ireland and those of the
same faith and order in England and Wales. Copies of several are preserved
in Ivimey’s “ History of the English Baptists.” One of these circular letters
is a report on the spiritual condition of the churches in Ireland, and it
affords pleasiug evidence of the order and discipline which prevailed. The
writer reports that the brethreu at Dublin * walk comfortably together,
through grace.”” At Waterford, they are represented as ““in a thriving
condition in their spiritual state.”” At Kilkenny, the brethren are spoken
of as “in a growing condition and walking orderly.” ¥ Similar testimony
is borne to churches at Cork, Galloway, and Carrickfergus. Some of
the societies werc weak * for the want of able brethren to strengthen them.”’
The church at Cloughkeating had a membership of between two and three
hundred, consisting of General and Particular Baptists. Crosby says,
“This church, which my Manuscript says was founded by one of old
9LIVER’S officers, is remarkable for the persecution that attended it in the

*Vol. L, p. 240.
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time of Monmouth’s rebellion. The minister and all the members were
tried for their lives, and the forcman of the jury swore, before he went into
court, that he would never come out till he had brought them all in guilty.
But, hy God’s good Providence, he dicd as soon as he came into court, and
a Protestant judge being on the bench, the rest of the jury acquitted them
all.* A considerable number of Baptists occupied places of trust, and were
in receipt of good salaries. In Secretary Thurloe’s state papers we find
Dr. Harrison, a leading Independent minister of the time, complaining, in a
somewhat querulous tone, of the advantages which owr brethren enjoyed.
“ And vet, alas ! how is this land shared out amongst persons of (this)
persuasion : Governors of towns and cities, twelve at least; colonels, ten;
Lieutenant-colonels, three or four; majors, ten; captains, nineteen or
twenty ; preachers in salary (to the army), two; officers in the Civil List,
twenty-three ; and many of whom I never heard.”” t The Baptists formed
a majority of the Irish Council, and such was their influence that when
Cromwell, in 1654, assumed the title of Lord Protector, ¢ Fleetwood and
the other Baptists composing the Council ”’ objected, and it was only after
much persuading that they consented to proclaim him.

Our brethren were very active in spreading the Gospel through the land.
Many preachers were engaged in itinerant labours in the different
provinces. They travelled from Cork to Carrickfergus, from Bandon to
Belfast, to proclaim salvation through Jesus Christ. * And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a great number believed and turned unto the
Lord.” The zeal of these devoted Evangelists has never been surpassed.
It is due to the memory of these good men, that honourable mention should
be made of a few. The name of CHRISTOPEHER BrLacKwooD occupies a
prominent place in Baptist annals during the Commonwealth. When the
civil war broke out, Mr. Blackwood was the minister of a parish not far
from Staplehurst, in Kent. He was esteemed a man of sound learning, and
it is believed that he had a university education, but whether in Oxford or
‘Cambridge is not known. When he embraced Baptist views, he resigned
his benefice, and, in 1652, accompanied General Fleetwood to Ireland. We
find him exercising his ministry in Kilkenny. Mention is made of him in
the circular letter already referred to. His commanding talents secured
for him considerable influence, and gave great weight to his opinions;
hence, he was called by Doctor Harrison, “ the Oracle of the Anabaptists in

* Quoted by Ivimey, Vol. II., p. 327.
+ Thurloe’s State Papers, Vol. IV., p. 91,
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Ireland.” In 1655 he rcmoved to Dublin, where he was pastor of the
Church meeting in Swift's Alley. Mr. Blackwood was an author of some
repute, and several of his works had a wide circulation. His connection
with Dublin continued till the Restoration, after which he returned to
England. Of the time and place of his death there is no record.

In the Baptist history of the period under review, the name of Taomas
PaTienT stands out as a distinct individuality. In some respects his career
is more intcresting than Blackwood’s. The iron rule of Charles the First
drove him to America. He settled in New England as an Independent
minister. The study of the New Testament made him a Baptist. Persecu-
tion followed. This time his foes were * they of his own household.” His
brethren, who had suffered for conscience’ sake, cast out his name “ as evil ; ”
and in 1640 he fled back to Old England, and became co-pastor with Mr.
Kiffin, in Devonshire Square, whom he accompanied in his preaching tours
about the country. About the year 1652 we find Mr. Patient in Dublin,
where, for some time he was pastor of the Baptist Church in that city. From
the scanty records which have been preserved of him, it is evident he must
have been a preacher of singular power—a born Evangelist. His great
ability was recognised by Fleetwood, who appointed him state-preacher ;
and, after the removal of Doctor Winter, he frequently preached in the
Cathedral before the General and the Commissioners. At the request of
Colonel Joues, who married the Protector’s sister, Patient became his
chaplain, and preached before him and the Council in Christ Church,
Dublin. But he was too large-hearted to restrict his labours to one
locality ; he had a passion for the salvation of souls, and he was “appointed
as an Evangelist to preach up and down the country.” He travelled as far
north as Carrickfergus, and was honoured with a large measure of success.
In 1660 came the Restoration, when Mr. Patient returned to England. For
some time he preached at the Pithay meeting, Bristol, and ultimately re-
sumed the co-pastorate at Devonshire Square. He died in 1666. Amnother
Baptist minister, named Wyke, was set apart as an Evangelist to visit
Lisnegarvey and Belfast, and places in Ulster to which the Lord might
direct them.

Our admiration of these good men and their labours is somewhat
diminished by the fact that they accepted state pay. The Commissioners
provided the money, end took it from the “ Bishops' and Deans’ and
Chapters’ lands in Ireland.” It is with feelings of humiliation that we
record the fact, that in one year—1655—the Independent and Baptist
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ministers received their salaries, amounting to more than ten thousand
pounds, from the State revenues. But, can nothing be said in extenuation
of their conduct ? In obedience to conscience, many of them had nobly
suffercd the loss of all things. This forbids us to harbour the suspicion that
they were swayed by mercenary feclings.  With our light, we think they
did wrong; they judged otherwise. To their own Master they stand or
fall.

Finances and Depuation Arrangements.

It is imperatively necessary that, before the end of September next, the
income of our Mission should be increased at the rate of £500 per annum,
and we are hopeful that this will be done. Many of the churches are now
preparing a plan of special collections for the ensuing year, and their earnest
attention and prompt response is asked to personal correspondence on
the subject and to a general circular issued by the Sceretary, from which
we make the following extracts : —

¢ DEPUTATION ARRANGEMENTS.

May I have the privilege of again asking that, in your arrangements for col-
lections and public meetings during the coming year, you will kindly provide for
this mission. The two departments, English and Irish, are kept distinct, and
subscriptions are credited to either or to both, as our subscribers prefer.

“J am anxious to have a plan of deputation work for the forthcoming year com-
pleted as soon as possible. Several districts, under the superintendence of the
Rev. W. J. Avery, are already in process of completion, and, with the kind co-
operation of your own and other churches, not yet in correspondence with us, we
hope to cover the whole ground.

“Will you kindly let me know the date you consider most convenient for our
mission collections, and whether the visit of a deputation, either on Sunday or a
weekday, is desirable 2 In order to minimise travelling expenses, it is well to make
an arrangement, whenever practicable, with neighbouring Churches, And perhaps
you will allow me some latitude in this matter ; at all events, I am sure you will
not object if I try to bring a number of Churches into a particular plan.

“We plead for help. The Council have had to decline several promising
openings for useful aid, because the funds at their disposal did not warrant
the increased expenditure.”

In addition to the places specified in the December CrronicLE, Mr. Avery
visited (at the end of November) Mirfield, Lockwood, Milnsbridge, Brearley,
Hebden Bridge, Wainsgate, and Huddersfield. In December he addressed
a meeting at Lindley and preached at Dagnal Street, St. Albans.
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Subscriptions recewed at the Mission House from November 21st to
December 15th, 1884,
BAPTIST UNION.

Warwick, Oastle Hill......oooveciinnnnn 010
Bristol, Ashley Road. .0 5
Rushden .......ccocvvnisionmmon i .10
Reading, Thomsett, Rev. W E...... 05
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Cardiff, Lon, cross Street . .11
I*‘rome. Nais! 0 5
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AIperton ..., 05
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North Curry ... 05
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Wa.tts.Mr Jas. .
Bu-mmgham. Peirson, Mr. E. J,
Contributions, per Rev. B. C. Young
South Shields, Westoe Lane, Sac.

Coll. (2years).......cooccciieccinennerrieennes
Nottingham, Bradley, Mr. Alf.

” BookerR Messrs. W.

. Hill, Mr. F, (Moiety)...

. Stevensou Rev. W,
M.A. ( oxety)

Derby, Stevenson, MI.SS .......
Liverpool, Cook, Mr, T. Wesley
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]

—
NMOMOHOCOO ©O O =_HNOOOOO

COOCOOOO00 OO0 OT HhOOOOCOO

L
Cambridge, Lilley, the lateMr. W.E. 3 3 ¢
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‘Waterbeach, Toller. Mr, James 010 0
Sheffleld, Glossop Road . 100
Mirfield........ccereneivierinrennns . 010 8
Rochdale, Drake Street 050
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Total oeoveiiiii e £13 5 6
Lockwood Holmes, Miss Sara 10 0 0
yson, Mr. Geo. ... 110
200
1 00
Portsmouth, Blake, Mr. Geo. 212 6
Bristol, Whittuck, Mr. C. J... 50 0 0
Nottmgham Goodliffe, Mr. Arnold 10 0 0
. Neville, MT. oo 5 5 0
Woolley, Mr. Herbt . e 0
leerpool per Mr. J. M. Wmchester 13 00
Shefﬁ.eld Smith, Mr. Sydney ....... 5 0 0
Mirfield.................. 2 50
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Foots Cray 500
Huddersﬁeld Brooke,
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AUGMENTATION FUND.
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”
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I
OHOMOOOOOO

COOMOOCOOOOO COUMOOOTOCCOMRO OOO-NMO

Stockton-on-Tees, WellingtonStreet 1
Burnley, Colne Road
Hampstead, H%;.tsh Street, PB.f:tlSOll,

Mr. S. R., 5 0
Sheffield, Glossop Road 11
North Ourry, Fry, Rev 0
Leamington, Wa.rwick Str 20
Pontnewydd 0 18
Harpole 010
8t. Leo: 3 2
Truro.. 015
Mmmhester, Brig

Saunders, Mr. A.. . 010

Caﬁnbmdf’e, Lilley, the

Southampton. Portland Cha

Bristol, dale

Beauheu, Burt, Rev. J. B.
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BRITISH AND IRISH HOME MISSION AND EVANGELISTIC WORK.

West Croydon .. 27 9 5 | Lindley Oakes.., 1 217 ¢
Yarmouth, The ‘ Sheffield, Onve, . 010 8
Ames, The Misses 200  Sheffield, RFlossop Roa 613 6
“ " 500 | Mirfleld, Evans, Rev. R. .0 20
&rnold Mr. F. 110 ! New
Blake, Mr. A. W. 010 6 ' te, . 0380
Burrell, Mr. T. W 05 0 | Folkestone, Da . 010 0
Cowl. Mr. A, E. 010 6 Rochdale, Drake Strect . 118 6
Gambling. Mrs. H. 010 6 . Jersey, 8¢, Helier .... H 2210 o
Harvey, . James 0 2 6 i . 611 0
Moore, Mr. 100 | 36 5
Platten, Mr. T. 050 | . 418 1
05 0 . Scotland 38 156 11
110 ‘ Rishworth ... 010 ©
. . T. 010 6 ! Bristol, Buckin 9 9 6
S8mith, Mr. H. 0 2 86 ‘ Berwici(-upon-Tweed 4 89
Welton, Mr. J. R 05 0 i Polemoor .... 011 O
Collections. . 519 ! 1613 0
1810 9+ D 4 6 0
Longhope 116 9 100
Canterbury, S8t. George’s Stre 514 8§ % 16 &
London, T ev.J. .. 010 0 10 18 11
Paisley, Qoats, Mr. Ja .20 0 O 210 4
*Watford, Peto, Six 8. M., Bar .5 00 12 6 9
Llanelly. Greenfield ... .15 4 6
Birchcliffe, Lister, Mr. J 060
‘Wainsgate. ........ I 1786 Total .......ccoviivierncinicrnr e £28% 7 1
Salendine Nook. 113 8 4
LrcAacY—The late Mr. W, E. Lilley S [ e o L£100 0 O
* Towards reduction ot Deficit.
EDUCATION FUND.
Contributions, per ,Rev. J. P. . Wokingham, Skerritt, Mrs. .. 050
Barnett ... ..oocecermmieniiie e 18 17 6 . Bilston 160
North Curry “ Thank-offering >’ ...... 0 5 0 Catford, Greenwaod, Rev. Thos. 010 0
N ewcastle-on-Tyne, Stephens, Rev. ) Contributions per Rev. X, Hardin 6 10 0.
J. M, BA. 0 5 0 Upper Holloway ..........ce.cceeernnrinn g 100
Northa.nts, per Rev. J. Nickslls ...... 216 0 Manchester, “F. W.C.” ........... we 110
Cfi:mbndge, Lilley, the late Mr, W. Lo o '
Hammersmmh, West End, Page, 0 Total .......... v ereeranreinninan +£34 5 6
. . TR PPTTOE [ETP. 010 0 e
Bubscriptions to the various Funds of the BarrIsT UNION—VizZ.,, the

Annuity Fund, the Augmentation Fund, the Education Fund, the British and
Irish Home Mission Fund, and the General Expenses Fund—will be thankfully
recelved by the Becretary, SaMUEL HArRrIS BooTH, at the Mission House, 19,
Castle Street, Holborn, London, E.C. Contributions to the British and Irish
Home Mission can also be paid to the Treasurer, Col. GRIFFIN, Seaton House,
Adamson Road, N.W., and at Messrs. Barclay, Bevan, Tritton, & Co.’s,

Lombard Street.

London : ALEXANDEE & BHXPExaRD, Printers, Lonsdale Buildings, Chancery Lane, W.(C.
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Dean Stanley’s Churchmanship *

» HE re-issue of the late Dean Stanley’s principal writings in
ﬁ a cheap and popular edition is one among many indications
% . X :
m_t}( % of his unabated popularity. He has already taken his

,‘%&\L place among our English classics, and some of his works

will probably be read as long as the English language is
spoken. During the next few years his contributions to Biblical and
ecclesiastical history will receive mere extensive and earnest study
than the writings of any other leader of the party with which he was
so intimately associated. Neither Dr. Arnold nor Dean Milman,
Frederick Maurice nor Charles Kingsley, has so strong a hold on the
Imagination and the heart of English Christians as he. The popularity
which he attained in a quite exceptional degree during his lifetime has
in no way diminished since his death, and though there are elements
1o his theology which we deplore ; though in some directions it is
seriously defective, and ignores much which we consider vital, it is
becoming more and more evident that he has rendered services to
students of Scripture which, on their own lines and within their own
limits, have been equalled by few and surpassed by none.

His position during his lifetime was altogether unique. No other
dignitary of the English Church has at once stood so high in the
favour of the Court and been so universally beloved by the people,
nor has any other exercised so powerful an influence in his own

* LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF THE JEWISH CHURCH. By Arthur Penrhyn
Stanley. In 3 vols. New Edition. LECTURES 0N THE EASTERN CHURCIL
New Edition. EssAYs CHIEFLY oN QUESTIONS OF CHURCH AND STATE FROM
1850 To 1870. New Edition. CHRISTIAN INSTITUTIONS : Essays on Ecclesias-
tical Subjects. Fourth Edition. London: John Murray, Albemarle Streft, 188+,
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community, and at the same time gained, to an almost unparalleled
extent, the respect and affection of Nonconformists.

His relations with Nonconformists were frank and cordial, and
some of them were among his closest personal friends. He had not
the remotest sympathy with the bigotry that unchurches Non-Episcopal
Communities and brands them as an inferior race. His indignation
was roused by the purblind narrowness which regards dissent as heresy
and schism on the one haud, or as Philistinism on the other. He has
been known to defend our position with chivalrous courage; and greatly
to the chagrin of High Churchmen and of others, whom we need not
specify, lie not unfrequently went out of his way to express his
appreciation of the services rendered to our country by Nonconfor-
mist churches and ministers, as well as to show his sympathy with
that which he regarded as valid in our opposition to the Church as by

law established.
His PraN oF COMPREHENSION.

But notwithstanding the Dean’s generosity towards individual
Noncouformists, and his resolute determination to treat them as
“ Nonconforming members of the Church of Ingland,” he failed to
understand our position. It was the dream of his life to see the
English Church made all-inclusive. He would have given to it a
breadth and comprehensiveness which would have left none of the
sects outside its pale. He would have inspired it with a spirit of the
largest tolerance and the most unbounded freedom. But here he
stopped. The Established Church must be maintained at all costs;
and possibly he was somewhat impatient of our scruples, because
they, more than any other cause, prevented the realisation of his
dreain. We are, indeed, as anxious, as the Dean himself could be,
to prumote the unity of the Church, and to see all sectarian divisions
abolished ; but we could not attempt to reach this end by the means
which he employed. He would have included all men in an organisa-
tion created by the State. We contend that the State has no voice
in the matter, and that Christianity must be kept entirely free from
State-control. It is, therefore, as impossible for us to be absorbed
by the Broad Churchman, in his ideal community, as it is for two
parallel lines to meet.

A CriticisMm oF THIS PLAN.

The writer of the present article reviewed, in the pages of a

contemporary many years ago, the Dean’s “ Hssays on Church and
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State,” and discussed at some length the position of the celebrated
address dclivered at Sion College (in the early part of 1868) on “the
Connection of Church and State.” One or two brief quotations from
that review we may be permitted to transcribe, as they will probably
express with sufficient distinctness our objections to Dean Stanley’s
scheme of comprehension, and to similar schemes which have been
more recently propounded.

The address is an average specimen of tbe Dean’s controversial style—
Tucid, vigorous, and brilliant. It is bold in statement, but guilty of a petitio
principit, and therefore self-destructive. The argument is as superficial as it
is dazzling, and not altogether fres from sophistry. There is no attempt to
pierce to the heart of the question by reference to Scripture, no appeal to the
requirements of absolute right. The whole matter is treated as one of expe-
diency. Advantages are pointed out, objections of a restricted class are
answered, but the will of the Founder of our religion is never directly con-
sulted, and this is surely a fatal flaw in the argument. The existence of an
Established Church is challenged by Nonconformists as essentially out of
harmony with the genius of Christianity, and unless we can be shown the
contrary, we care not for its supposed advantages. The Dean does indeed
assert that the connection of Church and State is the nearest approach that
can be made in our modern and complex society to the original and essential
idea of the Christian Church. But he adduces no proof of his assertion from
the records to which we are indebted for all our knowledge of this original and
essential idea. It is too bad to assume so completely the very point in dispute.
The Congregationalist objection is not ¢ that there is in the nature of eccle-
siastical affairs something that makes it unlawful for lay or secular persons to
approach them.” Of course we do not admit to the government, or even the
membership of the Church, those who are ¢ secular” in the sense of being
unspiritual or unchristian. But does the New Testament ? When Dean Stanley
speaks of the control of ecclesiastical affairs being vested in the whole com-
munity, he is led away by a glaring fallacy. It was vested in the whole com-
murity, if by that expression we are to understand the whole Church, but not
if it connotes the whole community of the nation, as is here assumed. Did the
apostles or early Christians ever summon to their counsels any who had not
joined the Church hy an explicit and credible avowal of their faith in Christ ?
Does the New Testament draw no distinction between the believing and the
unbelieving parts of the community, or place the affairs of the Church in any
sense under the control of the latter ?

By an abrupt and magical transformation, the lay element of the Church
re-appears as the Government or the State! And we are gravely told that this
i the representation the laity are to have, the control exercised by ¢ the whole
community.”

* L] - ] - * *

If a reconcilation between State Episcopacy and Nonconformity *is to be
. 4%
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brought about on Dcan Stanley’s theory, he must show from the words of
Christ Himself, or from those of His apostles, that He intended the Church to-
be identified with the nation, or that such an identification has at least been
accomplished whether intended or not—a task to which he must certainly
acknowledge himself unequal. 'We need facts, not theories. No good can ever
be reached by starting on the assumption that there ought to be and must be
an Established Church. We must argue, not from that position, but fo it.

Our view of the advantages of such an institution, as gathered from the
facts of our past history and even from these pages, is widely different from
our author’s. We are sure that the truth of Christ will do its work most
efficiently when left perfectly free. By the Established Church of this country
its work has been retarded, both by the persecution of Nonconformists and by
the scandal of its internal divisions. Thereare in it parties who have signed its
Articles, and uphold its doctrines only in the loosest sense, whose mutual
antagonisms are of the strongest and most unseemly kind, and who are kept
together only by the strong arm of the law, or by a pertinacious clinging to
the prestige and rewards of Establishment. Not only has the National Church
failed to evangelise the nation, and to reconcile to its existence large numbers
of the most earnest Christians, but it has failed to produce within its own
limits those fruits of the Spirit on which Dean Stanley is wont to insist
as the very essence of religion. Instead of these, it has engendered strife
and hatred of the worst class. No stronger condemnation of the Episcopal
Church could be written than our author has himself pronounced in his pre-
face :—That it would be extremely difficult for the Church of England to:
maintain its cohesion with such divergent elements in its midst, were its
present legal constitution to be materially altered, is indeed more than prob-
able. If it were to cease to exist as a national institution, it would almost
certainly cease to exist altogether. The centrifugal forces would then become
as strong as are now the centripetal, and the different fragments would have
no closer connection with each other than the other English religious com-
munities.” .

How far this description corresponds to the ideal of the New Testament
Church we leave our readers to judge. But if there be this grievous schism,
this lack of spiritual sympathy and coherence, let it be honestly avowed by
the combatants giving up the pretence of forming one harmonious Church.
A union of coercion is certainly not a Christian union, but a miserable and
unreal caricature of it. Asto the ultimate issue of the conflict we entertain
no doubt, for we know who has said “ A house divided against itself cannot
stand.”

DEAN STANLEY'S REPLY TO THE CRITICISM.

This critique was forwarded to Dean Stanley by the. editor of the
journal in which it appeared, and a request to know the name of the
writer followed. In writing to his critic the Dean expressed his
grateful sense of the honourable and Christian demeanour of his
Nonconforming brethren towards one to whom they must feel them-
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selves placed in an almost peculiar attitude of opposition, and then
continued,

“You will probably have gathered from my writings that one ground of my
strong feeling in behalf of a Btate or National Church is the violent and
sntolcrant character of those of our own clergy who are most opposed to it in
principle, and who are on that account welcomed as allies by the advocates of
¢ Free®' or Voluntary Churches in England or Scotland.

‘But I cannot bring myself to believe that the social condition of Noncon-
formists, any more than the general cause of charity and freedom, will be
advanced by the principles of this section of our Church. On the other hand,
I flatter myself—perhaps it is an illusion—that I see the principles for which I
contend in defending a National Church year by year penetrating more and
more the ranks of the Nonconformists, and I therefore cannot abandon the
hope that we may some day find that we have drifted into each other’s arms.
The admission of Nonconformists to the Universities appears to me the greatest
stride that the true idea of a National Church has made in my life-time in
every way.

“To turn for & moment to your article—of which I wish to acknowledge the
unfailing courtesy and undeserved kindness— I observe that when you speak of
the contrast of an Established Church with the omission of anything of the
kind in the New Testament, that is only part of my general position. I fully
grant, and, indeed, urge, that the existing state of European Churches (I should
say Conforming or Non-conforming, Episcopalian or Presbyterian Churches) is
totally unlike everything in the primitive age, and that I build my hopes of a
sound theology, and sound ecclesiastical policy [only ”] on the recognition of
this fact. Here and there I see indications of one or other of the present
elements of Christian civilisation (as, for example, ¢ the centrifugal forces’ of
Paul, Apollos, and Cephas were not thought sufficient to overcome ¢the
centripetal > attraction of bel.nging to the local Church of Corinth). But, as
& general rule, there is no more mention of Privy Councils, or Archbishops,
or General Assemblies, than there is of newspapers, or vestries, or photographs.
I have said this much, not to enter into controversy, but to vindicate my
meaning.”

Our readers will probably agree with us in thinking that while the
Dean succeeded in explaining his meaning, he failed to vindicate it.

Dean Stanley’s views on baptism are well known. He concedes all
for which we contend in regard to the accordance of our own belief
and practice with the teaching of the New Testament ; but holds that
by the exercise of “a wise liberty ” sprinkling has been substituted
for immersion, and children brought to the font. On this point, how-
ever, tempting as it is, we must not here linger.

THE LECTURES ON THE JEwISH CIIURCH.
We have the impression that it will be by his “ Lectures on the
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Jewish Church” that Dean Stanley will be best remembered, although
his “ Sinal and Palestine,” and his “ Lectures on the Eastern Church,”
have a value which will secure them a permanent place in our litera-
ture. Great advances have been made in geographical and archio-
logical research since his “ Sinai and Palestine ” made its appearance-
The Palestine Exploration Fund has achieved a remarkable success;
but even yet there is no book which makes us so familiar as this with
the memorable scenes of Scripture history, and impresses them on the
mind with a distinctness which is almost as vivid as the result of
personal sight. The scope of his work on the Jewish Church is both
larger and higher, and here, more than on any other ground, the Dean
has made the old stories more luminous and interesting. The men
and women of the Old Testament are so depicted, and their actions
portrayed in a style of such mingled simplicity and force, that we
cannot fail to realise our kinship with them, and to feel how living is
the book which brings them before us. As a verbal artist Dean
Stanley was without a rival.

Mr. Maurice was once asked how it was that the religious news-
papers tolerated in Dr. Stanley what they would have denounced in
other theologians, and promptly answered, “ Because they cannot help
knowing that Stanley has done more than any living man to
make the Bible a reality in English homes.” This opinion has been
endorsed by men of widely different schools, and is, at any rate,
substantially correct. 'We owe to him “the realising, vivifying touch
which has given back to us, not as names and as forms, but as things
and as persous, whole characters and whole books of the Bible.”
There are in the course of the lectures many points to which excep-
tion may be taken. The Dean’s views of inspiration, his sympathy
with much of the “advanced criticism,” his admissions and arguments.
as to the late date of Deuteronomy, as to the two Isaiahs, or rather,
as to Isaiah and a “great unnamed,” his defence of the Maccabzan
origin of the Book of Daniel, and his interpretation of the Levitical
law, especially as it relates to the sacrifices, are among the features of
his lectures which we strongly regret. But, on the other hand, it
should be remembered that his aim is not, like that of some critics
and historians, simply to unsettle and destroy. He was, as we know,
anxious to confirm the authority of the Bible, to unfold its meaning,
and to show from it how God invariably deals with men, whatever be
their nationality, their culture, or their wealth. And so marked was
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his success on this score, that even those who differ from him most
widely may gather from his pages keen and trenchant arguments for
the refutation of rationalistic and sceptical criticism. He has made
more concessions  than were either necessary or judicious; but we
believe that the general drift and tenour of his lectures are in har-
mony with our remarks, and amply merit our eulogy.

What a magnificent gallery of Scripture portraits might be collected
from these three volumes! We know not where else to look for
equally graphic and sympathetic representations of Abraham, Moses,
Samuel, Saul, David, Joab, Solomon, Elijah, and Elisha, or where
to find such life-like and glowing pictures of the Passover, of the
entrance into Canaan, of the times of the Judges, of the building of
Solomon’s Temple, of the Syrian wars and the fall of Samaria, of the
invasion of Sennacherib, and of the events which preceded and
accompanied the Babylonian captivity. Nor can any reader fail to
have been struck with the manner in which, with a skill rarely
equalled and stores of knowledge to which nothing seemed lacking,
Dean Stanley has interwoven history and prophecy. His reproduction
of the narratives of the Kings and Chronicles is lighted up by pertinent
quotations from the contemporary prophets and psalmists, and the
various parts of Scripture are made to illustrate and confirm one
another in a degree which, to most readers, must have seemed per-
fectly remarkable.

His CHRISTOLOGY.

Among the recent additions to our hymnology few have been
received with more general favour than Dean Stanley’s beautiful
verses on the Transfiguration, the Resurrectior, and the Ascension of
our Lord. Two of these appear in the “Supplement” to our own
“ Psalms and Hymns,” those, viz.,, beginning—

¢ O Master it is good to be
High on the mountain here with Thee " ;

and—
¢ Christ is gone—a cloud of light

Has received Him from our sight.”
The devout, need we scruple to say, the evangelical, sentiments of
these hymns were in accordance with the Dean’s most dearly
cherished beliefs, though he did not always give such direct pro-
minence to those beliefs as, in our view, he should have done. He loved
to dwell more on the practical than on the doctrinal aspects of the
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Gospel, and often seemed to depreciate the latter. But his faith was
firmer than many have imagined. In addressing candidates for
Ordination, from the pulpit of St. P’aul’s Cathedral, now twenty
years ago, he said:—

*“We hear much in these days for and against dogmatic religion, positive and
negative theology, definite and indefinite teaching. There may be those who
will be called upon to increase or diminish the stock of our existing doctrines ;
but for the vast mass, both of those who hear and of those who teach, what
we want is not more or less doctrine, but that we should understand the full
meaning of the doctrines we have. The familiar doctrines of the Church—the
corruption of human nature, the Divine predestination, justification, the
Atoncment, the doctrine of the holy and undivided Trinity—hold to each and
all of these, but, as you use them, see what you mean by them, or if you
cannot define them, be aware that you cannot do so. The silence of theology
is often as instructive as its speech.”

And again-—

‘““How can I express my conviction of the depth of new wisdom, of endless
instruction to be learned from Jesus Christ, Christ crucified, Christ rison,
Christ our Example and our Sacrifice, Christ our Prophet and our Redeemer,
Christ who took our nature upon Him, and Christ of one substance with the
Father, Christ the Word of God, Christ the Light of the World, Christ the
‘Way, Christ the Truth, Christ the Life ? Every one of these words and ideas has
more in it than has ever been taken out of it; all make up the very truth of
God, the very essence of Christianity, in the strength of which and in the
strength of Him whom they set forth we may well defy the world, and repose
in the true Communion of Saints.”

Had Dean Stanley lived to complete the great work of his life, he
would probably have exemplified these features of his faith with
growing clearness and emphasis. In his preface to the third series

of lis “ Lectures on the Jewish Church ” he tells us that

“There is still left the yet greater task of portraying the historical appear-
ance of the Founder and the first teachers of Christianity in the light of their
acknowledged, yet often forgotten, connection with the long series of prophets
and heroes of Israel.”

The heavy bereavement by which he was then tried, and from the
eflects of which he never recovered, warned him that his hope might
never be fulfilled. “Yet,” as he concludes his preface, in words of
sipgular pathos and beauty,

‘it is a hope founded in the conviction that the study of the highest and
purest elements of religion will, though in different forms, repay alike the
patient consideration of the speculative inquirer and the revercntial search for

strength and consolation amidst the sorrows and perplexities of life and
death.”
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Some little time after this he wrote, in a letter we still have in our
possession, “ I shall be encouraged by your kindly words to continue
the labours which I have undertaken; but it will require all and
more than all the energy which my present desolation has left to
me.” And so, indeed, it proved.

We nced only add, with regard to the popular edition of Dean
Stanley’s works, that it is issued in convenient octavo volumes, on
good paper, and in clear, bold type. In substance, it differs very
little from the original editions. In one of the volumes there is a
strikiug portrait of the Dean. “The Essays on Church and State”
contain three new papers—those, viz., on “ Subscription,” on “ Chris-
tianity and Ultramontanism,” and “ The Westminster Confession of
Faith,” for which space has been made by the omission of the articles
on Archdeacon Hare, Dean Milman, and John Keble. There can be
little doubt that this will prove to be the favourite edition of Dean
Stanley’s writings, and that it will show, to the younger part of our
generation, why he was so generally beloved even by those who, on
points of great moment, differed from him so widely.

The Peace of God.

By Rev. J. Hu~xTt COOKE.

» HE full meaning of Divine peace is not understood by simply
regarding it as peacs with God. This is the first element
of its enjoyment, but it contains much more. It is God’s
own peace, that which He Himself enjoys.

The ineffable calm of the Divine being, our heavenly
Father, must surpass all understanding. Omnipotent in might, and
having all the hosts of angels and all the powers of nature, every
force, spiritual and mental, under His control, He cannot know fear.
Omniscient in knowledge, nothing can escape His observation. Our
great Teacher has instructed us to regard Him, not as one unobservant
of affairs which appear to us to be of lesser importance, but who
notices the fall of a sparrow, and even numbers the hairs